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• Win an AgendA 

• Write for the dailies 
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• New Bible software 
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OFFICE t THE FREELANCE LIFE t BASIC TIPS 



[L(o)(o)SI 3 

Summer Sak 9{pWlI 



include VAT 

& 1st Class 

Delivery 



^081-744-1834 

Monday - Saturday Warn - 6pm 
Fax: 081-891-6260 (24hr) 



FROM 25th MAY 1990 

Maxell CF2 {3" Disc) x 1 £19.50 

Maxell CF2D {Double sided drive) x 10 £22.50 

951 2 Daisywheel (Style sheet available on 

request) £6,95 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

PCW Challenge (ACE, Formula 1. Skywar, Strip 

Poker) £11.95 

Heathrow/ Southern Belle ..£12.95 

Catch 23 £13,95 

Mindfighter (£24r95) £13.95 

DBase II £51 .95 

Apex Business language 

(Italian, French, Spanish, German) £49.95 



JUNE SPECIALS!! 



£19.50 

for 10 



CF2-3" DISCS 



All branded and 100% Certified 



10 off 30 off 

Maxell CF2- Double Sided for Single Drive El 9.50 .£56.50 

Maxell CF2 - D/S [individually cased) £22.50 £65,50 

Amsoft CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive ....£21 .50 £62.50 

Ma)tetlCF2-DDS/DDfor8512&9512 £22.50 £65.50 

Amsoft CF2 DD D/S D/D (Individually Cased).. £29.95 £87.95 

Amstrad3" Storage Box (10 Cap.) E5,95 

Lockable Storage Box (20 Cap) £7.95 

Lockable Storage Box (40 Cap).... £9.95 

3" Disc Drive Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 



GAMES 



Amhem £15.50 

Brian Ctotgh's FootSalt 

Fortunes £15.50 

Bndga Player 2000 wilh Tjtor £12.50 
Bridge Player 2150 Galactlca. £22.95 

Cat* 23 £14.95 

Classic Games 4 Comp £15.50 

Clock Chess '89 £15.50 

Corrjption .£18.50 

Cyrus Chess 11 £12,95 

G.Gooch's Test Cricket £15,50 

Gnome Rangers £11.95 

Guild o( Thieves £18.50 

Heathrow/Southern Belle £13.95 

Hop, Munt^, Shoot Colin £11,95 

Ingrid's Bacl( £11.95 

Jinxter ....£18.50 

Lancelot £15.50 

Mindlighter £14.95 

I 
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LOCOFILE 



Locofile 8255/8512 

Locofile9512 

Locomail2 

Locoscript II + Locospell 

Locoscript II (V2.26+). „.. 

Locofont 1 ^„, 

Locofont 2 ..^sSr..... 

24 pin Printer Driver 8/9 J^. 

Locofile & Locomail # 

3 Inch Thesaurus Deluxe (for use with locofile) 

I 



BOOKS 



Locoscript 2 PCW 8256/851 2/951 2 , 
Locoscript, Locomail, Locospell 

Mallard BASIC PCW Intro & Ref. 

Mastering Amst PCW 8256/851 2 

PCW Machine Code ..'. 

Program Your PCW (Mallard) 

UsingTheAmstrad PCW 9512 



..,£9,95 
...£7.95 
...E9.95 
...£8.95 
,£13.95 
...£8.50 
...E9.95 




PCW Adventure £13.95 

Scapeghost £15.50 

Scrabble £13.95 

Ski Climb Cavern Colin £1 1 .95 

Steve Davis Snooker £12.95 

Tetris £15.50 

The Challenge, 4 games - ACE, 
Formula 1 , Skywar. Strip Poker.... 

£11.95 

The Complete Home Entertainment 

Centre £16.50 

The Sun Cross Worcfs V2 £15.50 

The Times Cross Words V1 ...£15.50 
The Times Cross Words V2 ...£15.50 

Times Magik. £11.95 

Tomahawk £15.50 

Triviat Pursuits £14.95 



.,£22,95 
..£22.95 
.. £24.50 
..£27.95 
..£21.50 
,.£16.95 
..£12.95 
..£2:1,95 
..£40.50 
..£14,95 



APPLICATIONS 

Mini-Office Professional Plus. 



£31.95 



toaster Scan + Paint £69.95 

C(asi> Course Tmoi (tansysl) £22.95 

Two Fir>ger Conversion.. ..........£22.95 

Touch 'n' Go £26.95 

EasyLatiellar ....£32.95 

Deslt Top Publistier £24.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £S9.95 

Sage Popular Aicounts Ptus £99.95 

Sags Payroll E51 .95 

Sage Invoicing E51 .95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £49.95 

Chtl-Chat £89.95 

Cracltef II (Turtw) .....£44.95 

Fleet Street Ediloi Plus £44.95 



Supercalc II (Amsolt) £40.25 

AMX Mouse * Slop Press v2.7 £79.95 

Money Manager £39.95 

Master File 8000 £44.95 

ProleKl £52 95 

□ Bass it E5t .95 

Micro Design 2 £42.00 

Re-release '" Mini Otftce 

Professional Padiage £25.95 

Kempston Mouse 

Mouse Pack £38.95 

Mouse S Sottware Padt £58.95 

Mouse S DTP Pack £78.95 
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DUST COVERS 



£9.95 



8256/8512./9512.. 



A nti -static. Water-proof. Creamy, Cover Set for Monitor, Keyboard & Printer. 



PCI 551 2/1 640 (2pcs) £11.95 

PC2286 (Epcs) E14.95 



PC2086(2pcs) £12.95 

PC2386(2pcS) £15.95 



RIBBONS 



£2.85 *>ch 



Highest Quality Guaranteed 



1+ 



10+ 

£2.65 
£2.95 



3+ 

PCW9512CaftMnMuHislrit(a £2.85 £2 75 

PCW 9512 Bla!* Fabric £3.75 £3.50. 

PCW 951 2 Colour Fabric 

(Red. Blue, Green. Brown. Purple) £4.95... £4.50 £3.96 

PCW 8256/8512 CartMn Multistr*e £3.75. £3.50 £3.25 

PCW 8256 ■9512 Black Fabric £3.45 £3.00 £2.85 

PCW 8256,'851 2 Colour Fabric 

(Red, Blue, Green. Brown, PurjMe) £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

[Printer Ribbons lor Star, Epson, NEC, Panasonic. Amstrad, DMP/LQ, Juki M/S, Oume. 
Diablo, Brother. Canon/Taxan, Man/Taily, Stiinwa. Commodore) P.O.A 
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EDUCATIONAL 



„ , (Age 12-16) 

Ptrysics 

Chemistry 

Biology 

Micro English G.CS.E. 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E. .. 

I 



..£21.50 

..£21,50 



r.',.-„Tc Majn5j4.6i .... 

Mains Mania (8- 121 

Belter Mams (t2-i6).,.. 
Better Spelling ((2- 16). 

Busirtsss Italian 

Business Frencti 

Business Spanisti 

Business Ceniian 



R/liSCELLANEOUS 



PCW Joystick Interface 

Quickshot II Joystick 

Quickshot II Turbo 

Speed King Microswitch 

Parallel Serial Interface 

PCWB256/8512 

Printer Cable Q25-CEN 36.... 
Printer Cable CEN36-CEN38 

Margin Maker MM3 

9512 Daisy Wheels 

2 Way CEN36 Switctibox 

2 Way Serial D25 Switctibox 
I _ 



£14.50 
..£5.95 
.£11.95 
£10.95 

£57.95 
,..£7.95 
..£9.95 
£12.50 
,..£5.95 
£19.95 
£19.50 



4 Way CEN36 Swfitctibox £29.95 

4 Way Serial D25 Switchbox ..£29.95 

Mouse Pad (Soft) £5.45 

Mouse Pad (Hard) £5.95 

Mouse Pad (Ttiick Rubber) E5.95 

Mouse Pad (Strong 

Ttiick Rubber) £6.95 

9512 Printer Extension 

Lead (1 .8nn) £14.95 

8256/8512 Printer Extension Lead 
(2 pes) (1 .am) £19.95 
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J^to Z Computer Services 

49 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4AZ 



■ Quantity order discount please ring 

■ Education, Govt. Autfiority Official Orders welcome Min 
£50 

• Prices are for Mail Order only and subject to change 

without notice. 
' COMPUTER PRODUCTS FOR PC's. AMSTRAD. 

CPC. ATARI. AMIGA. BBC ALSO AVAILABLE. 
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Doctor in the House 

Can your PCW really help you keep labs on your general 
health and litrK'ss? Wc review a suile of diagnostic and fit- 
ness-orienLed software which savs (hat il can. 



i9 



Case in Point 

The PCW fimls a ikv/ home in a 
verv' natural cavitimmeai and takes 
loaspotofconserx'alion. 



m 9512 Surgery 

i'ollow our guide to find out 
how to add a 3.S or 5.25 inch 
drive to your 95 1 2. 



0(1 Competition 

Three AgeiidAs worth 



nearly i!6(M) nrc wailing 
to be won. 



Features 

10 9512 Surgery 
2^ Going it alone 

Mike Gerrard talks to three writers, of very 
diffcrem types at differing stages in dicir 
careers, about the pros and cons of the 
freelance life. 

J2 Mallard BASIC 

David Gregg offers more programming 
advice on the PCW'.s favouriie language. 

J^ Mini Office Professional 

Tony Hart stiows you how hest to use Mini 
Office's spreadsheet to cope with major long- 
term expenses, 

^^ Doctor in the House f? 

52 



Our Daily Bread 

N ick Vandome considers the facts when try- 
ing lo gel your articles published in one of 
the national daily newspapers. 



Reviews 



JQ Horse-racing 

Tim Smith is under siarter's orders to review 
the FCW's three favourite horse-racing 
predictor programs. 
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Bible 

We review (he first ever New Testament, 
complete with concordance, to be committed 
10 3 inch disc. 



2 J Loco Script 

1 low 10 manipulate your text more 
effectively: we exaniinc the program's 
comprehensive Find and Exchange laciiilies. 



Educational U Speakeasy 

MarkSheet from Abacus. We put a new piece *^^ C'olunniist David Wilson reveals more . 
of educational software - this time for teach- about a day in the life of a professional 

ers - through its paces. programmer. 



DTP 

MD Cleartcxt from Exemplar t>esipS..t»| 
take a look at a font-generaior specificalty for 
u.se with Micro Design and the PCW. 

File-indexer 

SuperLindex from Festival Software Services. 
We have a look at the upgraded version of 
LocoScript's nie-indexer. 

Books 

Sophie Lankenau reviews two new books to 
help you gel to grips with word processing on 
your PCW. 



jj) Case in Point 
5J Listings 

61 



Langford 

[n which regular columnist David Langford 
makes leery observations on the world of 
UFOlogy. insanity and olives. 



Regulars 

5 



News Plus 



15 Masterfile 8000 

Moreindispcnsable database adv ice 



Iroiri Rob Ainslev. 



6S 'Tipoffs 

75 Good SoftwareGuide 

Databa.ses, cducaiional. comms and 
programming 

^2 Special Offers 
K Postscript 

Readers' comer, you have your say 

M Competition 

Find out how to w in an AeemlA 
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Arnor's 1990 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Protejrt is now firmly established as the allern alive to Locoscript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Protext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

• On-screen help • Typewriter mode • Insert or ovenwrite typing mode • Word count * Undelete feature 

• Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * RIe conversion * Comprehensive Rnd & Replace • Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode • Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator * Pririt 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

• Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many improvements based on customer feedback * 

' RuWxt deserves to be the ^stem t^y whk^ ail other mxifcl 
pmcessors am judged ... a superb pmducl' your con^PLfTER 
'Thegteatstreng^of this package is its ease of use/' cwfa 
'Protext is the solution to all Locoscript s diuwttack^ PCW 
" Makes Locoscript look like a sr}ail ' eooo plus 

'Sttitply the best word processing program to dale for the 
PCW ... ijjcoscript is effectivoly daad" PUTTiNe Youh 

AMSTRADTOWOHK 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP E59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext -t- Book £49.90 



Pretext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

At long last an independently 
produced book about Protext, 
written by Rob Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their vrord processing 
experience. 

Protext.. A PCW User's guide 

246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 ■•■ £1 post/packing 

(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece Of software) 



New low prices for CP/M languages 



MAXAM II 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion • textual substitution of macro parameters 
♦repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
soreen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* Una assembler • disassembler * memory editor * find 
string • relocate * move memory * compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping * set memory limits for stepping • stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints • trace mode • edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as tor C) * 

" Maxam II- now tfte best gets evei7 better" cwtacpc 

"A rsaiiy excellertt piece of software whksh, given the speed 
with whk± debugging can be done, will pay Us way very 

guKtoy" Acu 

"The tiling tttat struck me ... was ttte amount of thought 
and effort ttmt has gone into this product " cwta cpc 

'Maxam His stunning ... the most complete and txmpetent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophistKated" amstrad action 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

• Full implementation of K&R standard * 

• Optimising compiler • Roating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

• i/0 and maths libraries • Conditional 
compilation * RIe inclusion * Macros 

• Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II] * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor:- 
•fast and easy to use 'on screen help 
*two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 

• exec tiles * compile from inside editor 

"Wry good value for money " amstthad pcw 

"Streets ahead in terms of programming 
power " amstrad action 

"^1 typk^Arrtor fyishion, ttteyve taken their 
time and got it right' amstrad computer user 

"All ttie far^lities rtecessary to vtnte 
complete applicatiorts programs " 

popular COM pun Na weekly 

RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



BCPl. 

flexible, fast, general 
programming language. 



purpose 



Extensive set of I/O libraries 
including access to CP/M routines. 
Example source files supplied, 
including full screen editor and all 
the libraries. Comprehensive 
60 page manual covers the 
language and gives details of the 
libraries. 

"Easy to use, yet both flexilite and 
pawerh/l " cwta 

"Good library of procedures ... very 

fyst" SOODPLUS 

"Amor's dear, concise manual will 
itave you programming 

confidently very rapidly " 

amstrad action 



RRP £24.95 Sate £12.00 



Wl programs nm on PCW8256/8512, 9512, CPC6128 



ffe/ess/ffff^ifr micro if potefftfa/.. 
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Amor Ltd (EP), 6f1 L/nco/n Road. Peterborough, P£t 3HA. Tei: 073$ 68909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fbx: 0733 67299 
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So what's new? 
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The revoluticman' hand-scartier for ihe PCW comes 
from Ihe Micro Design stable, read on ... 



Hands up for the PCW 

Numbered are the davs when you have 10 spend hundreds of pounds on a 
computer and the equipment to scan in sialic images such as photographs, 
cartoons or maps from Ihe page to the screen. Creative Technology, not con- 
tent with producing e^tcelient DTP software such as Micro Design, have jusi 
completed the prototype of their new hand-scanner for the PCW. 

Already on the market is Master Scan from Database, but the major 
drawback with this system is that it fits to the head of the PC W's dot matrix 
printer. This not only restricts the size of the scanned image, it also means 

that 9512 owners, and SIMKI 
owners who have changed 
their printers for flashier 9 
and 24 pin versions are 
forced to send off pictures 
for digitising. Nick Holmes 
of Creative Technology 
explained how it works, 
"We're using Ihe scanner 
here with a development ver- 
sion of MicroDesign which, 
like its predecessors, has dif- 
ferent sections to the pro- 
gram. We've added a special 
scanning section to this one.". The advent of a genuine handheld scanning 
device not to mention a new version of Micro Design, can only breathe 
yenew life into desktop publishing with the PCW. 

Before the scan takes place, several adjustments can be made. 
Width varies from 201) to 400 dpi (dots per inchl '"Although 3MI is suitable 
for most purposes,", commented Nick, "the tonal settings can also be 
altered. When everything is ready, you just have to press a button on the 
scanner and you're off. You can scan anything on the page - mixing text in 
with graphics". 

The program will tell you if you are going too fast, as well as stopping the 
scan if you go offthe page. "Also, any 'rubbish' which comes with a scanned 
image can l>e removed with the other MicroDesign tools. The development 
version of MicroDesign has an improved driver for the PCW printer, so an 
image can be scanned and printed in the least possible time.". The scanner 
can also rotate text, "so all those people who said that Micro Design couldn't 
do a continuous rotate now have no excuses!'', said Nick. 

Creative Technology hope that the scanner will be ready for commercial 
release at the end of the summer. "This is a new departure for us, In that for 
the first time, we are dependent on outside parties to keep us on schedule," 
said the company. "We have to buy the scanner heads, and contract out the 
manufacture of the interfaces, so it could take some time.". 

Programmer Simon Hargreaves will be talking to SCA, ofRAMpack 
fame, about production of the scanner. "We are hoping to be in production 
by the end of July." he told us. And the cost of the new product? "It could 
be anything between £160- £200 - it could even be more - we haven't 
^natised the realistic retail price.", added Nick. The good news for 8000 
Plus readers Is that we will be rev i wing the hand-scanner in the very near 
future - so don't forget to watch this space for an genuinely in-depth look at 
this revolutionary product. 



Entertain at home 

We are reliably informed by CDS that 
•No! Tlie PCW isn't dead!". Although 
one of the office 85-1 2s has tieen a little 
green around the drives of Sale, we 
didn't think for one moment that the 
PCW was anything otiier than fit and 
raring to go. 

The reason for this rather strident 
declaration was to trumpet Ihe arrival 
of a new games package. In the past. 
CDS have had an excellenl record on 
the gaiTies front so. at for ihe moment, 
at least, there's no reason to think that 
this new release, called The Complete 
Home Entertainment Centre (how soft- 
ware houses love these world shattering 
titles), will be any different. 

The software comprises five games 
on one disc. These are backgammon, 
dariK, dominos. something called a 
video card arcade, including poker 
royal, high-low and pontoon. Last, but 
not least, there's a word search game 
for a minimum of one and a maximum 
of four players. 

It all sounds like great fun to us 
and, at the price of £19.99 for all these 
games, it sounds like good value loo. 
We havn'l seen the package yet so we 
can't pass any dermiiive 8000 Plus 
comment. We will, however, keep you 
posted. If you would like to buy ahead 
of the review, you should call CDS 
Software on 0302 32 1 134. You can also 
write to them at CDS House, Beckett 
Road. Doncastcr. DN2 4AD. 
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The PCW isn't dead!" This new games tolleclion from CDS proves il 



Sale em's lot 

Locomotive Software write to inform 
us that they are making a slight change 
to their marketing strategy. For a while 
last year and earlier this year they 
have been selling printers, principally 
Ihe NEC P2200 and NEC P6 Plus. 
Both of these are 24 pin printer,s which 
arc supported by Locomotive's 24 pin 
printer drivers. 

The P6 Plus will cost you £500 - 
it normally retails at around £650 - 
while the P2200 will set you back a 



mere £300 - its normal retail price is 
£385. Both of the Lixximotive prices 
include "VAT. 

Not only will you get the 
printers, you will also have the option 
of buying Locomotive's 24 pin and 
ordinary 9 pin printer drivers for 
£35.00; together these would nor- 
mally cost you £44.90. As if this 
wasn't enough the company will also 
provide a cable to connect the printer 
to the parallel port on your PCW for 
£10.00. Remember that you will also 
need an interface if you are using one 



of the 8000 machines (8256 
or 85 1 2). the 95 12 comes 
with a built-in parallel port. 

If you would like to 
take them up on the offer 
you should call Locomotive 
on 0306 740606 or you can 
write to ihem at 
Loconiolive Software, 
Dorking Business Park, 
Dorking, Surrey. RH4 I YL. 
If you wish to have the 
printer delivered you should 
also include £ 1 for p&p. 




It's a tlippin' crazy give-away; get your 24-pin printers while 
ihe J re hoi in lliis silly summer sale from Locomotive 
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«^*»« PCW ADVANTAGE 

• THE BEST PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 

• TRIED & TESTED COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS 

• FAST DESPATCH - FIRST CLASS 

• PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE 

• EASY START-UP MENU & 
INSTRUCTIONS 



PDAND SHAREWARE COMPILATIONS 



GAMES & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 






PIT YOUR WITS £5.95 

Pit your wFis against Ihe tamputsr with ttiis sat o) popular 
gamas:- Chess, Othella, Mastermind. Spelfit, Rubiks Cuba, sione 
jAwari), Biorii/lhm Ploltsr. TicTacTo and Worel Saarch Puiile 
Makar. 

FUN a CSAMES CS.95 

Plenty ot enLertainmenl from this selection of well-known clas- 
sics:- Pacman, Space Invaders. Bomber, Maze Game, Hungry 
Snake, Pressup. Ping -Pong, Return ol Atg. Game ol Lite, Bugs B, 
Gon. 

JUMIOR CHALLENGE CS.95 

An entertaining selaclion written specialiy (or Ihe PCW:- Aerial 
Antics. Bstlleships, Burglar Bill, Car Park Blues, Fly Race. 

Bitrlicai Hangman. MasterMinC, Post Haste, Solitaire, Table 
Tester, Wldgel Factory. 

AMUtCMENTS AND DIVERSIONS £5.95 

Staniek Lunar Lander. Merchant, Trade, Boggle, Baseball. 30 
Noughts S Crosses, Chase. Ouesi, Homonyms, Horse Racing, 
Civil War. Baccarat, Craps. Huni The VVumpus. Swarms, 
Blackjack, Square. Cra^-8. Hangman. Amsrican Football, 
Queen, Spies. Nim. Dots, CSragrace. Pilol. Slrobe. 

COLOSSAL CAVE ADVEMTURE CS.95 

The famous game which originaled on main Irarre computers. 
with save and re-load. Plus BESTIARY. "A well-produced, novel 
adventure" ■ Bill Brock Adventurer's Guide. 

PCW CHALLENGE £5.99 

Four enlertainirtg cult games (rom Nemesis:- The Trial ol Arnold 
Blackwood, Arnold Goes To Somewhere Else. The Wise and 

Fooi of Arnold Biackwood, Brawn Free. "A good chailenge lots of 
hints and tips and a good range ol responses" - flOOO Plus 

LOQO LOOIC £5,95 

Six educational programs specially written tor DR-LOGO (sup- 
plied with your PCW) :- Plan the shortest route with AIRLINER, 
Guess the word with ANAGRAM, play HANGMAN, Use DRAW- 
\HG with logo turtle, write and orint tunes with MUSIC printer and 
use the DISC LABEl PRINTER 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS E5.95 

PCW- DRAW is a simple graphics drawing program - create, 

save, edit and print pictures BJO-fwIORPH Start with a simple fig- 
ure and after a few generations you have a set of compies and 
unique creatures PLUS GRAPHIC ROUTINES and README 
converts PCW screen to 46 characters. 



HOME & BUSINESS 



FILE INDEX C5.9S 

It you want to keep a mailirig list, address l50<*, club membership 
file or want to catalogue your records, CD's, stamps or books 
then this is the program tor you. Similar to a card index system or 
FilotaK, Fits Index comes with sort and printer routines and is 
easy to use 

PRINT MASTER £5.95 

Now you can use your PCW and printer to good Blleot by design- 
ing and pfintir>g your own customised Letterheads, Stationery, 
CaPerKlars and Greeting Cards. Also prints signs and banners 

THE DBS KM ASTER £5.98 

This suite ol programs comprises a desk-lop appolnimenis calen- 
dar, calculator, memo-wriier, card -file database. Disc includes 
label printef. home accounls. mottoage caiculator, weather fore- 
caster. 

HOME VIDEO CS.9S 

Keep track of your video collection with this purpose-buill pro- 
gram. Otters four Sort Options and Fonns ManagerriBni System 
to print rn order of title number, video nurnber, glotjat alphabetic 
or unique 

HOME INVENTORY/HOME I KSURANCE £5.95 

Record your possessions and Iheir value for house contents 
insurance. Record how much money you're spertding or the 
value ol your stamp collection etc. Record how mucJi money you 
travetiecf up m assets or use as a sijiple stock-taking program. 

LETAFOHT (For PCW with dot matrtx} CS.9S 

Inslead ot seeing Ihe same boring oJd character set on your PCW 
screen wiih Letatoni you can ir>tToduce any of 16 new styles. See 
Itiem on your own programs and with most commercial pro- 
grams. See the fonts ON SCREEN or use them when printing out 
teit liles - make your letiers more varied and stylish (NOT 
Locoscripil Use Leia-Edit to edit the 16 lonis provided or re- 
design the entire character set. 

KERMIT AND FRIENDS E5.95 

Pleniy ol programs tor data transfer between computers (local 
and remote), access databases and bulletin boards. UKModem 
7, Kermil. MEX and various communications ulittties. This disc 
also contains software tdr PCW Viewdata and Preslel emulation. 

STD CODEBOOK CS.95 

Text flies containing lists ot all the UK STD codes and corre- 
sponding exctiange names. Listed in numeric Older ol STD 
codes and alphabetical order ol exchanges. Files are squeezed 

to gat Ihem on one disc. 



WORD-SPREAD-BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR eS.95 

A pDwarrui WcjrdSlar-like ediEOf whicti oHers full screen edJIing, 
lulf block operations, windowirtg. aulomatic horizontal scroll (line 
length up to 2SS characters), rnacro lunqttons. word-wrap, formal- 
ling, pagination, find.'Teplace, undelele and more, 

SPREADSHEET CS.9S 

Fof home ac<;ount5, rnortgage repayman!$, ^mall business and 
mutdple calculation exerci$es. WorKsiJace of GO rows by 26 
columns, menu-driven command entry, enter text, numeric value 
or calculation {+ - ' / wilh reference to any cell or lotal). Print fac- 
iltly and documentation, 

DATABASE £5.95 

A small relati(^ai database for storing slinple data and produciingi 
reports ifom Ihe data Uses free lormat query language with 
macros and commands plus on-Nne help. A good iniroductEon to 
the concept of databases. Disc also coniains a useful inveniory 
Oalabd^e. 

KEYBASC II C5.9S 

Fu% menu-driven - Record Set Up, Data Eniry. Erase, Couni 
Records, Set Report Fjelds, Run Reporl Search. Display Last 
Output, Repeat Last Search, Search & Extract, Set Key Index, 
Print Records plus exlensive lile maintenance and ^nde)(1n9 fea- 
tures. This shareware version is useable but limpied in capacity 
hul Vtfith more than enough to evaluate the program and set up a 
simple database "KeyBase is welJ designed, simple to use and it 
works A good value database," flOOO Pius. 

NUMBER CRUNCHER £5.95 

Does for calculations what your Word Processor does lOr text. 
Retrieve mathematical expressions (lormulae) Irom disc files, cal- 
culate their resulls. modify them and store them back on to disc 
Create files or lormulae as you meet them and store them into 
expression liles together with explanatory text. Plenty o( menu 
and screen prompts puts extensive on-line help. Up to tS sig figs, 
over 100 characters with any number ol brackets and arithmetic. 
trig, log and % expressions. 



PROGRAMMING 



THEZaOPROOHAMMER C5.95 

A complete Z80 Assemtiler creates an executable .COM program 
from your Assembler lite. Includes Z60 Disassembler. ZBO 
Debugger. 280 Library. B080 Disassembler. ZSO to 80BO 
Translator and utililies. 

THE C PROORAMMER C5.9S 

Not sure wtiich language to go for? Try the small C Compiler, a 
practical and useable introduction lo C. The rJisc includes source 
Kjde and documentation. Produces eKeeutable .COt/ programs. 

C TOOLBOX £5.95 

Practical examples of C at worti. C source (tor a variety ol compil- 
ersj with COM piograms. As a tionus the programs are quite 
useful loo. 

PROLOQ - SO ES.9S 

Fascinating inlroduction to At. I;0 control, database manipulation, 
gietiai variables, arrays, btocks, unilicetion etc. With editor 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER ES.9S 

Find oui more about ihis fascinalirig Artifictal InteHlgence inter- 
preter. Plenty of on-disc documentation. 

JRT PASCAL ( a Dl 5C SET] E 1 0.95 

A professional-quality Pascal Compiler whicti comes with exten- 
sive documentation and plenty ol source code examples. 

QOIHG FORTH £5.95 

A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces executable 
programs. Disc contains extensive documanlatlon, library files 
ancTutilrties. 



UTILITIES 



INSTA-MiNU C5.95 

Locoscript-style menu presentation lor CP.'M programs. Easy 
access to user areas, simple cursor-conl rolled program selection 
for running, typing, erasing and copying programs. The ideal 
"from end". 

IH^iONTnOL E5.95 

Two main functions - FILE CONTROL leatures Copy, Delete. 
Rename. Print Cttange User Number, Change Attributes. Log. 
sort. Go To and Word Processor- style leil file editing • DISC 
CONTROL features Disc Map. Disc Pera meters. Sector Editor - 
File Editor and unerase. 

COMPLEAT UTILITIES £9.95 

NSWP Newswaep one key erase, copy rename and print plus 
many other features, SUPERZAP Disc sector editor - edit by 
traclu sector ro by lllename. DISCKITA disc fonnatter. 17BK data 

tormat and 5 t.'4" second drive, plus a dozen more useful programs 

TEXTPROCeSSING UTILITIES CS.9S 

SIDEWAYS - piinis text lile (eg Spreadsheet) sideways on your 
printer, SORT any ASCII list into alphabetical order. WORD 
COUNT LOCOUNT Word Count for Locoscript files, WSCLEAN 
CALENDAR GENERATOR. SPELLING CHECKER, SCORING 
CARD. BANNER Printers, TYPEWRITER emulator. 

DISC OROAHISATIOH t5.85 

CATALOGUE your disc collection and produce a printed index 
LU LIBBARY for archiving and saving disc space, MENU SYS- 
TEM, FILE DATING SYSTEM. SQUEEZE and UNSQUEEZE for 
saving up to 40% disc space. 



Four ways to buy: 

m 



PHONE: 0242 224340 with your 
ACCESS or VISA number 

FAX: 0242 226755 

POST your Cheque, Postal Order, 

or Eurocheque 

COLLECT direct from our 
showroom 



COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS 



DISC DESIGN PRODUCTIVITY SOFTWARE 



FORMS BOX COMPENDIUM £19.95 

Save yourself n let of Time and money by using [his set oi over 
SO ready^to phn! Locoscnpl torms. Use Them as (hey are or 
edit them (o youf requirements. Disc includes Persortal 
Organiser. Honia. Finartce. Planner and Business seclions. No 

manual required 

UTILITY PLUS Cig,95 

This disc 15 pacKed with rime-saving programs to ger ihe best 
out of your PCW fr>cludes Address Book and Wailing Label 
Printer, File Sorter Converter for \exi to muHi-column lormal. 
Letter, Word and Sanlence Counter, Dot Malrix Printer Sel-Up 
Commands and more. 

HYPERTEXT £19.95 

Regard lE as a 3-dimens]onai [exi processor. Subject words 
used in one level are described in more deiaii in the lowef 
level, Words in the lower level can be lurther amplilied in the 
fxexy tevel etc. Hypertexi works in a similar way lo the human 
brain by relrievJng informalion using associalive links between 
Eopjcs. A very poweriui tool whan a&semblmg documentation and 
reference malerials. 

EXPERT SYSTEM £1 ».»5 

An Expert System heJps anatyse a pfobfem logically. With ii 
you can truikJ your owrr custom knowledge base. Builds up 
and mainlair^s a database of information which is linked by a 
predefined sel of rules Each rufe speciMes Itie Tacts which 
have to be true belore a conclusion can be reached. A typical 
expert system Vfcfould ask a series of quesiions. Each answer 
given would then lead to a more detailed question until the 
system is ready to offer a solution to the prc^em. 

TEXTBASE £19.»S 

TexTbase is designed to assemble a database from a series of 

previously created text (ASCII) files. Once assembled in the 
database the lite$ can be searched, sorted, printed etc, 

SECURITY £1»,ftS 

Ensure that only authorised persons have access to your files. 
This eftective system uses simple password control to gain 
access to your htes with a key vtofti or key phrase of up to 255 

characters 

SUPASTAT E19.9S 

A large colleciion of statistical programs and utilities designed 
!o run under MaHard BASIC. Easy to use wtth lull menu sel$cfion 



ADVANTAGE EfJTERTAINMENT SOFTWARE 



SLIDER £9.99 

A uniqye computer version at the m&chanical sliding squares 
fRj2ile. Pictures are divided up on a grid of squares, whidi are 
Then mixed up: your tasK ts to slide mam around to re.assem 
ble Ihe pictures 

PCW-DRAUOHTS C9.95 

A weli -presented artd chaiiangmg version of the weti. known 
board game, piayed against Ihe computer. Large, clearly present 
8d board malting Ihe most ol the PCW's hl-resotutlon graphics. 

VERBIAOE £9.9S 

A novel computer game based on ttie popular TV Quiz 
"COUNTDOWN" Tal<e lums with the computer lo choose 9 iet- 
ters from Ihe atphattet by staling VOWEL or CON SON E NT 
Malta the longest word you can ■ Ihe computer will do Ihe 
same. Whoever has the longest word win$? 

TRIVIA QUIZ cs.ss 

A muiti-chorce game with plant/ ol fast-aclion graphics and 
sound, competitive sooririg and a wide vatiety ol questions 
Gameplay Is easy to understand and each round is short 
enough to maintain interest. For age 9 lo adult "Guaranteed 
compleleiy trivial" - 8000 Plus. 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES 



NEVADACOBOLCOIMPILER C33.95 

COBOL IS an industry standard data processing iangtiage, 
suitable for business applications. Based on ANSM974 
Standard COBOL. Nevada features runtime eiror messages 
random access and sequentiat files and integration ol assemby 
language using the DR MAC assembler, 

NEVADA raSCAL COMPILER £33.9$ 

Otters IJoaling point to 14 digits, trace lacilrty, runtirne error 
messages, linker and assembler. 26 buitt-in functions, 9 built- 
in procedures, 15 I/O functions, random sequential and 
indeied file l.'O lunctions, histogram activity analyser and 
access lo system calls 

NEVADA FORTRAN COMPILER £33.95 

Adheres closely lo the ANSI x3.9-i966 standard with some 
1977 eKtensions Advance (eatures include THEt^, ELSE 

COPY. CHAINing and TRACE. With two-pass assembler, ran- 
dom \!0 file. 25 general purpose subroutinef unction library 
and runtime error reports. No linking. 

MIX C COMPILER with comprehensive rnanual aod tutorial £33.95 

MIX C EDITOR for all your source code editing El 9 95 

MIX C ASI^ UTILITY i TUTORIAL SOURCE CODE 

EXAMPLES : E10 95 

MIX C GRAPHICS LIBRARY Ready 10 run graphics routines CIO 95 
HlSORCCOMPILERPopuiarcompiieiwrthEDBOeditor E14 95 
HISOFT Z6ASIC COMPILER The ont» Basic compiler for 

PCW £64.95 

HISOFT MODULA-2 COMPILER Powerful implametitation £49 95 

HISOfT PASCAL 80 W^f-known compiler with EDSO editor £44.95 

HISOFT FORTH iflteresling compiler with ED BO editor E24.95 

HISOFT DEVPAC 80 V2 Complete zao Assembler witti EDM .£44.95 



ADVANTAGE (EPJ 56 BATH ROAD, CHELTENHAM GL53 THj TEL 0242 224340 



News Plus 



Do the 
Locomotive 

PCW owners stand by; Locomotive 
Software are, once again, in creative 
mode. Said Managing Director 
Howard Fisher, "I can reveaJ that work 
is going on al the motnent on a major 
new product for the PCW" Fisiier, 
with characteristic reserve, could not 
supply any details about the new prod- 
uct. Ii would certainly be exciting to 
see Locomotive bringing out a spread- 
sheet (the long awaited LocoSpread, 
dare we hope?) to team up with 
LocoScripi, L-ocoChar. LocoMail and 
LocoFile. This could mean thai you 
and your PCW might never have to 
leave the LocoEnvironment, 
Alternatively, and probably more likely 
given Locomotive's track record, the 
new launch could be a rival for 



Software Imperative's next release for 
the PCW. rumoured to be a 'writer's 
tool'. Other possibilities are a desktop 
environment using pop-up tools such 
a.s calculators, notebooks and alarm 
clocks. And, of course, the arrival of 
new RAMpacs mean that the sky is 
the limit for the PCW. 

Mr Fisher could not disclose a 
release date for the new launch, but 
told us "The next show we are 
booked to go to is the Business 
Computing '90 exhibition later this 
year, and I wouldn't be at all sur- 
prised if we chose that time to make 
an announcement." It appears that 
there is more going on in Dorking 
(home of Locomotive) than the 
upstart PC LocoScript. Let's hope 
that Mr Fisher is a little more 
verbo.se come the lime, in the mean- 
time News Plus will try to dig out 
more details. 



It's all Greek to us 

Exemplar Design supremo ,Iohn 
Evans is not cotiteni tn sit back on 
his laurels as the producer of some 
of I he most consistently excellent 
PCW software (see our review of 
MD Cleartext - page 45). Exemplar 
have now produced some more fonts 
to be u.sed with Creative 
Teclinolog,v's Micro I>esign II. 
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All Creation on the western from ... well Greek 

and Cyrillic actually, from Exemplar Design 



»MD Cleartext brought large, 
clear fonts and tetters as well as 
■non-English characters sets such as 
French and Spanish to the PCW 
owner. The new software, Cleartext 
Extra brings even more goodies. It 
seemed at first that the press release 
which heralded the news was meant 
for the Greek or Russian market. 
This was not the case, however, 

»what we had been attempting to 
read (and it is reproduced here) 
were examples of the new Greek and 
Cyrillic fonts for use with Micro 
Design 11. 

Exemplar tell us that these two 
fonts are "whole pixel' in design - 
this means that they don't lose their 
« smooth lines when transferred Trom 
screen to printer. Not only do you 
get these fonts, you also have access 
to additional 'standard' fonts and 
"several worked examples of page 
layouts and publishing formats." 
After having spent a few hours 
reviewing MD Cleartext this month 
and finding it time well spent, we 
feel quite safe in giving an early 
thumbs up to this new launch from 
Exemplar Design. The launch date 
Is June 1990 and the price, £13.95. 
Vou can obtain the Cleartext Extra 
Irom Exemplar Design at, PO Box 
683, Bath BA IXLl 



Just trash 



News has come our way of a new 
'on-line' game for Micrones and 
Prestel users. The game is called 
Trash and is purported to be "... a 
new environmentally-friendly multi- 
user game with a futuristic and 
humorous theme ... The game is 
designed to appeal to all types of 
players from the serious role playing 
aficionado to people who enjoy puz- 
zle solving to those who just want to 
drop in for a chat and some fun. What 
fun! Where else are players encour- 
aged to grow spaceships, meet fire- 
breaihing cabbages, teach machinery 
10 hum in tune and cause pink blanc- 
mange to rain from the sky?" 

Up to 64 people can play at one 
time and each player's actions affect 
the other's. So what use is this to the 
PCW user? Well, all you need to play 
is an interface, a modem, a telephone 
line and membership to Micronet (2p 
per minute, off peak, 8p per minute, 
peak, plus usual Micronet charges), 
Prestel (6p, off peak, I2p, peak and 
usual Prestel charges). 

On the one hand this sounds like 
a good fun way of getting into comms 
(computerese for communicating with 
other computers by telephone line). 
The initial outlay for a modem can be 
anything from £180-90 up to £500. 
The interface will cost you around 
£,^0. Membership of the organisations 
is added to this as is the nightly or 
daily log-on charges. For more 
information you should call, free, 
080n 200 700. STOP PRESS: 
Recent reports reveal that Micronet 
have had various of their chatline ser- 
vices discontinued for "an unlimited 
period". This was due to the fact that 
foul language and even physjical 
threats had been observed on the bul- 
letin board. Happily "users are up in 
arms over (he fact that the actions of 
the few have jeapardised the enjoy- 
ment of the many". 



Showing off 

The Which Computer Show was cel- 
ebrating its tenth anniversary this 
year, with over 550 exhibitors. 
Opened by the Soviet Ambas.sador, 
His Excellency Leonid Zamyatin, 
the show was considerably larger 
than previous years, swelled by the 
addition of new features including a 
CAD village, and a DTP and 
Business Graphics Centre. 

Amstrad were represented in 
full force, exhibiting both the PCW 
8(100 series and the 9512 demon- 
strating LocoScript 2. Also on 







display was their range of fax 
machines, one of which we finally 
managed to negotiate out of darkest 
Brentwood and (soon) into 8000 
Plus reviews room. 

Exhibitors were said to be 
pleased with the volume of 
visitors present at the show. 
Said John Mahony, of Paragon 
Communications I PR consultants 
for the show), "Exhibitors were 
pleased with the quality and the 
volume ufcltents visiting this year's 
show. There was a high level of 
interest, and a great deal of useful 
contacts were made, Ctinsidering 
that the date was changed, and that 
the show ran back to back with the 
Communications '90 exhibition, 
their response is pleasing", he 
explained. An attendance figure has 
not yet been confirmed, but is esti- 
mated to be in the region of 66,000. 

As usual there was exotica of 
every computer kind. PC owners 
and prospective buyers were del- 
uged with incredibly expensive 
pieces of 'kit' such as monitors 
which allow you to see text in hun- 
dreds of colours and which will cost 
yon an arm and a leg. 

There were optical mice - 
although the new Kempston rodent 
for the PCW will do the job just as 
well and there were computers 
which can promise to be able to go 
even faster than the ones which 
went "twice as fast' last year. 

Once more, any rumours of the 
PCW's demise were assuaged with 
the good news from both Creative 
Technology and Locomotive. That's 
not to mention the fact that 
Amstrad had the machines on show 
at such a prestigious event. 

Deals were made and new 
launches launched but still the PCW 
goes on. No one should be surprised 
to see just about all of this year's 'hi 
tech' up for replacement at the next 
Which Computer Show - all that is 
except for the PCW. 



His Excellency Leonid Zamyatin c^ns the 
Which CoBlpulcrt Show at the NEC. 

The Thames 
are hard 

Over the last few months we have 
expentied much space on the prob- 
lems of transferring data between 
PCWs and Apple Macintosh or 
IBM (and done) computers. 
Thameslink Ltd, a company based 
in Windsor, have decided to tackle 
the task head on. 

The company will transfer 
LocoScript document directly 
from your discs over to Mac or 
PC format and, this is the good 
bit, they wiil retain all the codes 
and formats which you woii:ed so 
hard to put in. They have a good 
background and will do their best 
to give you a one day turn around. 

For tnore detailed informa- 
tion you should call Roger 
CuUingham at Thameslink on 
0753 8633.56 or write to them at 
Thameslink Desktop Publishing 
99-101, Si Leonards Road, 
Windsor, Berks. SL41PR. 
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Swap fomi^ii and help the chaiity for 
children with leamin| diffjcullies 



A right 
dust-up 

So. Amslrad come out wiih a 
eutsheet feeder for the 9S12. 
An excellent idea without 
doubt. But what about those 
PGV owners who love to keep 
their machines clean and tidy 
and above all dusi free? It 
appeared to us that no dust 
covers were available to 9512 
owners, that was until we 
received a splendid press 
release from a company called 
Jenart Design. They can provide 
dust covers for 9512s with or 
without eutsheet feeders. 

In the case of the sheet 
feeding 95 12. the cost of an 
ozone friendly, grey nylon 
(not PVC) set of three covers 
(keyboard, printer and screen) 
is £15.25 inclusive of VAT and 
p&p. For more information 
you should call Jenart Design 
on 07695 4127. 
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The KIDS are 
all right 

It won't come as any kind of a sur- 
prise to our long-tiine readers to hear 
that yet another charitable organisa- 
tion is making use of the PCW and 
all thilt the machine offers. 

This time it's an organisation 
calld KIDS (registered charity num- 
ber 275936), based in Hull. KIDS, as 
the name suggests, 
revolves around what 
some American child- 
pyschologists are 
sometimes heard to 
call 'young adults*. 
To the rest of us they 
mean children - in 
this case children with 
special educational 
needs and problems. 
KiaS deals with 
children who might 
have learning difficul- 
ties, disabilities and 
other problems which 
stop them from attain- 
ing their full potential 
under conventional 
educaltional facilities. 
No! only does the 
organisation aim its 
resources at helping 
Ihc children, it also 
involves parents in its 
many activities. In 
fact one of the main 
precepts of the charity is to ensure 
that not only are pyschologists, social 
workers and other professionally 
u-aiited people incorporated in the 
process of educating the children 
they also make sure that families are 
included. 

From the look of the brochure 
which accompanied the press release 
it seems that KIDS is a highly profes- 
sional set-up which has moved away 
from the old system of "take em out 
of society and hope". So. what are 
they offering the PCW user? 

For a £6.00 donation they pro- 
vide a data transfer service from 
PCW ?, inch discs over to IBM 3.5 or 
5.25 inch formal. The £6,00 you send 
includes the new IBM disc, format- 
ting and post and packaging and at 
least 75% of the money donated will 
go direct lo the charity. 

According to Phil Wade of 
KIDS. "The service may be used for 
the transferor any type of file, 
although generally it is only mean- 
ingful to have ASCI] files transferred 
or LocoScript documents which will 
be used with LocoScript PC." 

If you would like to make use of 
the service you should send your 
PCW (3 inch) discs, a note saying 
whether you wish a 3.5 or 5.25 inch 
disc in return lo; 

Phil Wade, Hull University, 
Computer Centre. Hull, HU6 7RX. 
Ifou can also phone on 0482 465796. 

Make cheques or postal orders 
payable to KIDS, these should be 
for £6,00 but we're sure that the 
charity wouldn't turn their no.ses 
up at £10 or even £100. There is 
no limit on the number of files 
transferred on each disci the charge 
is worked out according to the 
numtwr of discs; so get charitable, 
and get going. 9 



CLUB NEWS 

Club News is aiwavs glad to hear from anyone who runs, or is in involved in, any or^ni^a- 
lion concem^il with the PCW. Your club or gmup might be speciFicalfv aimed al the PCW, 
on the other hand it might merely use the machine Id lipeed up and streamline the general 
club working. Whatever it is, if there is a PCW involved we Mould like to hear about it. If 
you would like to popularis«, publicise and promulgate raur club, graap or or^ankalion you 
should seilit details to Club News, StKW Plus Magazine, BeauFortt Court, M Monmouth 
Street. Bath, BAl 2XF. We're sorrv but because we are busy Irving to proiluce the magazine 
we normalK don't have the time fur telephone calls. 

Quoth the raven, "Littlemore" 

Yet another club has been brought to our attention, Mr R G Hughes who wrote 
to us says that it could "... best be described as a small workshop group", but 
the principle is the same. Based in Littleniore, a suburb of Oxford - an aposite 
site for a place of learning if ever there was one - the Liltlemore Amstrad 
PCW User Group (LAPUG?) has been running for some eighteen months now. 

The club cum workshop meets at the Peers School, Littlemore every 
Tuesday during term time. Tliey make use of the adull education centre which 
has all three of the PCW range in the form of a 95 12, 85 12 and 8256. Mr 
Rogers tells us that members include a writer (who specialises in LocoChar). a 
radio enthusiast who makes use of various databases and a person who organ- 
ises flower shows - and that's just three of them. The group can already claim 
to be a success and makes an annual charge of £8 to cover costs. 

Recently they have covered LocoScript 2 and will soon be embarking on 
an explanatory couple of sessions on Mini Office Professional. Expertise in the 
group ranges through SuperCalc 2. Masterfile 8000 and many of the desktop 
publishing packages available on the PCW. If you would like to find out more 
about the club you can call Mr RG Hughes on 0865 242720. 

Hag-read 

It's that Hereford time again. For new readers to 8000 Plus and Club News in 
particular we should just tell you that the Hereford Amstrad PCW User Group 
(called - rather cheatingly HAG rather than HA PUG) is fast Iwcoming the 
running soap of these pages. 

The affable and incredibly enthusiastic David Rose doesn't appear to have 
the word lazy in his vocuabulary. Dave Ellis, the Public Domain king, has been 
serving the PCW community for many years (he did however take offence to 
the virus spoof in April's Postscript pages ... sorry about that Dave). Anyway 
David Rose informs us that fellow club-member and ex -headmaster, Dennis 
Eagles, is busy writing programs for various of the 'Haggers'. 

The group, which is now some thirty strong recently toured the Rank 
Zerox Computer Centre and factory at Micheldcan in Gloucestershire on an 
educational trip. They were lead around by Mr Philip Brown, a Etepartmental 
Manager. More trips, tutorials and gixid times are planned for the future, 
including a barbecue. If you would like to find out more about the club you 
should phone David Rose on the following number 0432 267 123. 




How to form a club 

We recently received a letter from Mrs Gladys Baker of Stockton-on-Tees. She 
writes, "i am interested in forming an Amstrad PCW User's Group in my area 
and would be glad of your assistance. 1 need guidance on the Iwst way to 
approach the organising and marketing of the club." 

Well, Mrs Baker, you've take the right first step by writing to Club News, 
The next thing is to put up some LocoScripted (or Protexled or Micro 
Designed .,,J adverts up in [oca\ shops or libraries. Marketing the club will 
come later when you have enough members. Anyone in the area wishing to 
join in with this new venture should call Mrs Baker on 0642 S8(X)18, 



Maa MORE mtmoRY? 

then plug in a RAMPAC 



• Compatible with all Amstrad PCW's 
simply plugs into the expansion port^ 

• Adds 512k of RAM, instantly! 

• Through connector allows continued 
use of other peripherals. 

• Tested Locoscript compatible by 
Locomotive Software. 

•Only £99.00 + VAT. 
Total £113.85. Postage frea.; 




SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Femngham Lane, Ferring, 
West Sussex BN12 5LW. Tel:0903 700288. 
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PruHesslanal 

• Full 8 Bit Centrontcs 
parallel port 
for printers and platters 

• Full duplex RS232 serial port for 
communications af all speeds 
between 75 and 13200 Baud 

• User Manual supplied with details 
of cables 

• Only £48.00 + VAT. Total £55.20. Postage tree 

SCA Pwotesslanat Plas 

All tbe above functions plus: 

• Real Time Clock and calendar with on-screen 
digital cIdgIc display 

• Demonstration software supplied on a 3" diskette 

• Automatic CP/M time and date stamping 

• Only £S7.00 + VAT. Total £65.55. Postage frea 



^^'^ 



SCA prndUGts ira detlgngd and 

manitfaclured In ttie UK 

and tully tupportsd 

wtlti a monfly back 

guarantse. 



SCA Systems Ltd." 

61 Ferringham Lane, Ferring, 

West Sussex BN12 5LW. 

Tel: 0903 700288 



9512 Surgery 



951 2 Surgery 

Three pages for 95 1 2 owners begin here as Tim Smith shows you how to 
fit 3.5 and 5.25 inch drives to the daisywheeled delight 



Back-up and 
survive 

Hevatuc! (here is nu PCW 
sofluare available nil 
cither of these disc for- 
mins^ ihe most popular msv 
forlh^m h us hucj^-up sUnr- 
n^c del ices. When rorm^l- 
(eduslnRmSCKlT.a>M 
or l,ocftScript I, hn^h S,2S 
and ^.S n>riiiuLs v^ilt (live 
}'ou u full IMU. or spuce. 
Onu- I1IU hii^c tmn: i>f them 
fitted, it 'A mi Id be in >iHir 
mlertsl tci j-ei iiitu a rt^u- 
lur backin^^up routine. 



r 

^^ or some strange reason, ir would 
I appear to be the case that many 
^ people feel thai the 9512 was born a 
siii|le drive computer and is lilted to spend 
the rest of its days as such. This is far from 
being the case as we are about to show 
you. Tliis momh we will be dealing with 
the relatively easy task of fitting the two 
external drives which are presently avail- 
able for the PCW: the 3.5 inch drive which 



is fast becoming the industry standard and 
the 5,25 inch drive which once was and 
still takes the cheapest disc st/,e around. 
Fitting new drives may well seem to 
.some to be an needless e.xiravagatice, 
especially fitting drives which don't even 
take PCW(.l inch) disc fonnats. But hold 
hard mid think tor a second about dou- 
bling the storage capacity on your 
machine and being able to buy cheaper 



discs. Combine this with the fact thai 
backing-up your data becomes easier and 
that using these new disc formats can, in 
some cases, enable you to interface your 
PCW wiih other computers siich as PC;, 
and you might get some idea of the useful- 
ness of the upgrade. 

Next month we will deal with the 
slightly more complex task of fitting an 
internal PCW 3 inch drive for the y5 1 2. 




OThe side of the PCW 95 1 2 which you lately get to see - the back. Tliere 
aie sis retaining sciews hidden m the machine ■ they ate to be found left 
and righl of the base tbacfct. left and right of [he head (back) and on each side 
of the machine towards the front. You will need a crosshcad (Riilips) screw- 
driver loitmove them. Unlike the SfKHi series, these screws are easy to reach. 



©Once you have removed the scnews, you might like to try removuig Ilk' 
cover. This will no( be possible nnlil you have also pulled out the two 
switches on the side of the machine, These are the conlrasi and brightness con- 
trols whrch can simply be pulled from their sockets - as demonslraied here by 
the Editor and chief 9512 user in the oflice. 




L 
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IOrrce you have taken Ihe coicr ull 
Ihe PCW, your warranty (if you 
have hail the 95 12 for less than a year it 
will still be under w;irranlyl goes out of 
the window. 

What we have here are the guts of 
Ihe machine. To give yiiu some idea of 
perspective, Ihe green panel loward.s the 
lop of the pictuie relates to the screen. 
The small, black rectangular plate at the 
botlorn is ihe parallel port which is used 
to conned addilional dot matrix primers 
among other peripherals. 



NOT IN USE. 



MADE n KORE* 



©The '951 2, like any pica* of eteclronic equipment, will retain an amount of 
voltage for a shoti vyhilc. If you are at all worried aboui this you should 
leave yoar machine turned off and unplugged over nii;hl. 



OBetijre we set ah^iui ftutng the 
drives themselves, it mijihl he 
an idea lu reaquainl our>£lves wilh 
the 95 1 2 from ihe in.side out as it 
were. The expansion canJ is al ihe 
bottom of ihe picture and, for the fii^i 
time, you can see ihal the card edge, 
which protrudes from Ihe back of ihe 
machine, is actually a flat card with 
circuitry. It is afso fragile so be very 
careful not to bend it or scratch its 
surface wilh the sclewdrivec. 



9512 Surgery 



The 3.5 inch drive 

The standard 3 inch drive which comes with the 

PCW has been ovcrlimkoil by ttic giants of 
aimpuling such as IBM (Inlemationai Business 
Machines for those who mighl have wondered); 
the new standard is set to be the 3.5 inch drive 



which you will see fitted to Apple Macintosh 
and IBM computers. 

Like the PCW's ? inch version, the 3.5 
incher arrives in its very' own hard plastic 
case, is sturdy and c;m be carried quite 
happily without the need for an additional 
bos. Prices are similiar to thai which you 



would pay for a 3 inch disc although the 3.5 
inch discs are far more widely available and if 
you gel lucky you may well be able lo buy 
cheaply in bulk. 

• I'luiiih w Phil Cmreii m (.'ampact Mkrox 
fill itw .IS mil tlmr piiirit 111 l79.y5 

lim-lmlinv pAplCtill ihcmm 1)274 MOSH't 




OThe first thing to lemetiiher is Ihal this drive docs rot fit inlcmally. Tliis 
means thai you will need to thread (lie new drive's ribbon cable ihrouglr 
the prinierpiin sloi ai the back of ihe 'JJO. Leave yourself enough to work with 
and don't wony. Ihe easing will le-fil and ihe parallel pon will not be obscured 
bv ihc emereine cable. 



©The 3.5 inch drive conies with no itddilioiiai power supply as the PCW is 
quite capable of supporting an extra drive of this si/e. The two cable heads 
which you can sec are ihe 05 12's power and inforniation lundling cables. Hie 
larger black cable head handles the data while ihe small, while one provides the 
energy. Don't worry abuul shocks, both cables are safe and can be held. 




©For the first time on the scene, ihe disc drive ilself As you can see it 
conies in a slurdy, ftee-sliinding ca.se. The iwo cables which you can see 
being so lovingly held beloni; lo tlic drive. The blue cable-head is the inlomia- 
tion carrier which connects lo the black head we pointed out in picture 4, The 
smaller, bmwn cable handles ihe power. 



Having dug Ihc ')512's cables from its innards the next job is simply to 
match them up wilh tho.se of the drive. You may find that llie lug on the 
drive's power cable mighl need lo be snipped off. The connections can only he 
made in one way so be careful noi lo force ihem as this will only ser^'e lo dam- 
age one of the other of thera and fruslrale you. 
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9 Believe it ornol. the cables arc sliil being fed through the parallel port ■ 
we aicn'l cheating. [I jusi poes to show how much leeway you have to 
worit with. Once everything is connected up you .should 'slore' the newly con- 
nected cables in ihe depihs of the machine. This might seem rather untidy for 
an enpensive piece of equipment like Ihe 9512 bui worry not. ii'll still do its job. 







As you can now sec, wiih the cover retlttcd the cable and pon do not 
interfere with with each other. The cable lenglh will also give you plenly 
10 work with. Both power supply and data handler come off the end of ihis rib- 
bon cable as il splib, bul as you will have discovered when fitting ihe drive, 
this split will riow take place within the 9512 itself. 




dTlie 3.5 inch drive is now lined 
and very smooth it looks loo. The 
PCW ofcourse does not know what 
si/c its new addition is and will lieat 
ihe drive exactly as if il were a normal 
3 inch. This means that you will now 
have an A: and B: drive wilh the 3.5 
inch drive taking up Ihe position of ihe 
B:. Use DISCKITCOM or LocoScript 
2 10 fonnat 3,5 inch discs in exacily the 
same way as you would wiih .1 inchers. 



Buying the discs 

With the new drive Rtttd jou can gel down to wurk a^ 
n<irmal. Tin drive itself is haril wearing and sluiuld 
pve you years of use. 

Because this form of disc is rapidlj becoming Ihe 
'industry standard' inu ivill find ransi large sliins 
such as DiMins selling Ihem. (If course nianv of our 
adierli.sers also sup pi i IhLs format sa It is worlh vUh 
shopping around ami huyins in a hulk supply Isav Mh 
lo be formatted as and ttlien tun need Ihem. 



Slipped disk? 

Over (he veari* mad> itlmr 
readers have tiueritd niir use 
ofthe iiiird disc" instuui! of 
'disk'. Tobtiibsiiluiely, tum- 
p!c(?IS utteri V and ptdanti* 
cMh correct, Ihc lultcr ■ 
being shorl fnr 'diskette' ■ 
H*ould hi Ihe pniper us-^gv. 
'iHsc'is^ihorlfrimmliing 
i>ihCTlhan'dk-u."i'ftr'dsS' 
eumbubulutifd'. Suuhvdti 
we do it? As H^ilh most thinf;^ 
blifEr. blamf Anutrad. hV 
when thev launched the 
PCU"<i elder hnilherahtr 
CPC, lhe> dVHJenkiilly 
decided that it stxiuld have a 
'disc drive' .... That's our 
evcusL ...er, reaiwn .„ ao[l 
wc^rrivtiekingloiL 



MSDOS V 

CP/M 

Kven thiiugh iht nm 5J5 inch 
drive ctimes iiith the fUOS fik 
transfer soltwart diis dfxrs nut 
mean Ihal yiiu can run 
HSUOS iMIemSon Disc 
Optnilin!' Svsiem) files iin the 
R:W. Htad last minlh's issue 
fur further infiiriiiatbn. 
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Read all 
(I bout it 

Due (0 the tm Ihnl m 
Witnled In make Ihiv '»alk- 
ltmju};h' i.'i clE;arly Illu^- 
lnil«t OS po^^ible. wf ha\e 
not got the spare In tell vuu 
in deluil atxiui TIKIS. This 
s^jfluare comes bundled with 
the hice drive and allows file 
iransler between fi'W uni 
K, For tmn inrorniation. 
SKbs! month's KDOO Plus 
jirailable as a hack-issne 
From our Iwrnertun ufFice for 
!>eepage 51. 



Red-faced 
card 

l|>on recei>"ing a new drive 
Dfani sire. Ik it 3 inch, 35 
irtch(irs,25 inch, >uu will 
finil inserted therein an evut- 
icallv cut pjecf of card iGct 
m with it, E^> Thjj is to pro, 
lect I he drive during tis trav- 
els tnm the suppliers tn its 
new home, (ntike one hap- 
less reader wki 'phuned m 
in a state of panic wnndering 
why their new drive wuuld- 
d^t W'urk, please remember 
tn remote thts card from the 
driie before insertine a disc. 



The 5.25 inch drive 

Fast going out of fashion for the 'ninke 
everything 10000 times faster so that mis- 
iake.4 are twice a.s rapid" school of PC 
computing, the 5.25 inch disc formal is 
stil] widely avatlaC>lc from most otitlets. 



Unlike tJie 3 inch atid .15 inch fonnal, 
the 5.25 inch version does not come in its 
own hard case and needs slightly more 
Uxjking after. 

The Pace drive which we are going to 
fit here comes courtesy of Silicon city 
{details at the end of this box) and is fitted 



with a toggle at the hack. This switches 
between 80 track, PCW tonnat and 40 
track, PC format. With the TDOS supplied 
software this means that tile transfer 
between the two types of machine is easy, 
• Thiinh 10 Silicon Cily (0209 H9II-II) 
fur the disc which ctisix £134 inclusive. 




OAs with the 3.5 inch drive, the ribbon cable for the 5.25 inch version needs 
to be fe<i through the paialici pon at the back of the ^5 1 2. Its own power 
cable does not and cannot be. You will need to have a plug handy as well due to 
the fact thai the fashion today is not to bother with lilted plugs. Tliis niinof 
moan, however, is about the only one we have 



©..\^ voii can see, the Pace 5.25 inch rfrive does not make any use of the 
PCWs built-in power supply. The two ate simply incomptibte. This 
meilns that you should tidy away the ^5 1 2's small power lead before getting to 
work on filling Ihe new drive. Don't wony aboul voltage being carried, there is 

no danger of this. 




OTIie 5.25 iiieli drive itself. \ large and inctEdibly hardweaiing piece of kit - 
we know, having dropped the one we regularly use in the office several 
limes. The ihick black lead is the power cable which takes a normal household 
plug. It does mean, however, that you will need two sockets close to the PCW. 
The ribbon cable is l)ie data handler which goes into lite 9513 for connection. 



OTake iIk iree grey ribbon cable from ihe inside of ihe HCW and prepare to 
fit it to that of the new drive. The rather imposing iiead for Ihe drive's 
cable gives you plenty of tclp in aligning the two for connection. Be careful not 
to force the two together, if they seem lo be giving you trouble Uien yiHi'vc got 
ihem the wrong way around. 




9 Then-. Ilk- i.'.i I., lilies (it quite 
snugly and with no forcing. It is 
essential that yon do not bend any of the 
pins in the head of the 5.25 inch drive's 
cable as this will, at best, slow down the 
flow of data or, at worst, write off your 
new investment altogether. 

Be gentle with it and il will be 
good to you. When the connection is 
made, all you have to do is luck the 
newly joined caUes away. 
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©from start to finish Ihe job should take you about halt an hour - but no 
speed trials here. Wlten fitted, the PCW trean the new drive exactly if il 

were a standard ,i inch drive, so gel fomalting. 



Re fit the back of the PCW and 
II nd those sIk retaining screws 
which, of course, you left safely in a 
bos or jam jar 

The cable fmra the new drive 
may well look large but don't worry; 
with a liltk pahence il will fil and not 
inlerfere with the working of the par- 
allel pon. In fact il is quite possible to 
have the PCWs ribbon cable poking 
through the port for ijuiek connection 
and disconnection. However there is 
more danger of damaging il this way. 



»^THE WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 

\9a ) You Must Add V.A.T. To Our Prices - Carriage Is FREE ! 



AMSTRAD PCW'S 



WITH 12 MONTHS ON SITE WAHHANtY PLUS FREE 
OrSC eOX S DISC COMTAINING DATABASE. 
(GRAPHS PACK, PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST t GAMES 

PCW8256{on-siteraairaBrKincB) £347.00 

PCWBSra " £434.00 

PCW95t2 '■ (with FREE stieet leeder) C46S.00 



WE ARE SANYO DEALERS AND 
THE NEW SANVO RANGE IS HERE! 



The newest products from Sanyo are now 
available trom W.B.B.S. The M6C computer 
range is designed with rhe very highest 
quality in inind - and it show$. Contaci us 
for full details 



1 * THE EXECUTIVE RANGE i 
I FROM OSICOM* 1 

EXECUTIVE Sa/10 NEW LOWER PRICES!'! 

SD'MM - Amtwr at Green £487.50 

20Mb HD,'Mf«l - Amber or Green £675.00 

20Mb HDvEQA £955.00 

30Mb HO.'EGA £980.00 

30Mt] KO'VGA £1060.00 

40Mb HD.'MM - Amber or Green £739.00 

40Mb HO.'VGA £1099.00 

EXECUTIVE 286.'12.5 - WITH DISC CACHEl 
1MB RAM PLUS 12 MONTH ON SITE 
WARRANTY 

SD/MM - Amber or Green £899.00 

20Mb (4onis) HD ■ Amber or Qrean. £1030.00 

20Mb (40nis) HD ■ EGA £1299.00 

40Mb (28ms) HD ■ VGA £1529.00 

************************** 
AMSTRAD PC'S ■ SOME SAMPLE PRICES; 

PC1512 Double Drive Mono £449.00 

PC1640 Double Drive Mono £574.00 

PC1640 30Mb HD Mono £749.00 

PCaoae Single Drive 12" Mono £524.00 

PC2086 HD 12- Mono Display £769.00 

PCffloaeHD 14- Colour £899.00 

Abo Amsirad PC22e9 S PC2386 Available 

*♦* LINK VOUR PCW TO A PC! *** 

Uke 10 run your accounts on a PC but u$e your 

PCW as a workstation? Send for details of 

Compact Accounts PC2PC i 

r OUR GUARANTEE 1 

lis a bil special. II any computer or printer boughll 
llront us develops any fault under warranty we will! 
iDtillect, repair and return at our cost I 

j_ All you have to do is letephonej^ ] 

PRINTERS 

CITIZEN RANGE (2 VEAR GUARANTEE). NEC. 
PANASONIC. EPSOM. AMSTHAD AND MOREi 



PCW HARDWARE 



jPACE 5.25" 2nd drive - with iis own buill inj 
l^nierface & power supply - TDOS software I 
lallows flala MflSlfif Ifom PCW/PC/PCWII 



Easy to III £121.70 



MEMORY UPGRADE - PRICES DOWN. E35.0O 

PCW 2nd 3" drive (FD41 £113.00' 

PCWaoOO's Wire Printer Stand £9.13 

Any width Printer stand ■ Rugged £14.75 

Primer Cleaning Kit-PC WSOOO's £14.60 

f^ouse finals £4.35 

Margin Maker' - aligns paper. £10.50 

Spike protector plug - helps prolecl 
computers against power surges £10 25 

I ** HARD DISCS - EASY LIVING* • 

] VORTEX 40MB PCW HARD DISK £495.60 
I DIAMOND 32MB PCW HARD DISK. £459.00 
I DIAMOND 48MB PCW HARD DISK. £539.00 
[ THE DIAMOND RANGE CAtg BE SHARED 
j BY MULTIPLE PCWS! DETAILS 

I AVAILABLE ON ALL THE DRIVES 
I MENTIONED HERE 



NEW FROM SCA ■ the 5CA plug-In RamPac! 
Simply plugs onto PCW expansion port to 
provide an extra 512k of RAM (see detalts 

before purchasing!} £99.00 

SCA, Serial 'Para llet (RS232} Interlace 

With Real Time Clock! E53.73 

IStlUMll Real Time Clock' £44.95 



MODEMS 



MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 

WS4000 £147.80 

WS4000PCW. c'w Integral Interface 

for the PCW iconneoling lead! £147.80 

PACE - MODEMS 

LINNET-INTELLIGENT, V2t.(V23 £130.40 

Cable to PCW INTERFACE £13.90 

DIALUP-Communicafions Software £58.90 

BIIIIIXIXIIIXIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
[■ BBD DUST COVER SET- 

\\ SIMPLY THE BEST 

PCW8256f851 Z £1 0.40 

PCW951 2 £1 2.13 

PCI 640 1512 slate col or mono .,.£7.85 

AMSTRAD PPC £5.20 

PACE DiSK DRIVE COVER £5.00 

OVER 800 TYPES OF COVER 

AVAILABLE! 

PLEASE STATE MODEL WHEN 

ORDERING 

iiiiiliiiiliilllllllllllllll 



10 X CF2 3^ MAXCELLS £17.30 

CF2 3" MAXCELL PCW/CPC X 5 £1 1 ,00 

10 X CF2 3^ AMSOFT £19.00 

PLEASE RING FOR SPECIAL OFFERS 

5.25" eULK-UNBRANDED X 25 £10.45 

5.25'*BULK-UNBRANDED K 60 £17.40 

DISC STORAGE 
AMS to (AMSTRAD BRAND) holds 10. .£7.00 
AMS30L (AMSTRAD BRAND) holds 30£n .00 

ds40L3-.'3.5"lcx;kable eb.so 

ds50l 5.25" (holds so) lockable £8 50 
ds10dl 525" (holds :00i lockable £10.20 

printer ribbons 
refreshl ■ black re, inking spray. £7.80 

ExteneJs fabric ribbon life - will 

r©,ink up lo 30 ribbons!!! 

EXCELLENT VALUE COMPATIBLE HlBaONS:- 

PCW S256 Fabric f14m length) ...x 2 £6.51 

PCW 8256 Carbon Multistrike ....i 2 £6.51 

PCW95i2CarbonMultisirike ...x2 £6.00 

PCW 9512 New Fabric type .... ..> 2 £6,00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 

PCW8256 Fabric or Carbon MS .12 £1 3.03 

PCW9512 Carbon Muitistcike i2 £13.03 

COLOUR RIBBONS - 
PCW SOOO SERIES FABRIC: 
GREEN .' RED .' BLUE ■ BROWN .' YELLOW ; 
PURPLE / MAGENTA or CYAN 

Any Two £11,80 

Any Five £27.60 

Any Ten £49.00 

« MANY OTHER RIBBON TYPES AVAILABLE * 



WE SUPPLY EXACTLY WHAT YOU ORDER 



■ PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT WHAT YOU 
ARE ORDERING IS GOING TO BE RIGHT 
FOR YOU! WE 00 NOT SELL ON 
[_A 



APPROVALi!! 



COMPUTER PAPER 
11" X 9,5" Contlnuous:- 

SP'05 1 ply plain - 500 sheets £7.80 

SP.'tOI ply plain- 1000 sheets £11.30 

SP/aO 1 ply plain - 2000 sheets £15.60 

DP.i'OS 2 ply plain - 500 sheets £15.60 

DPvl 2 ply plain, 1000 sheets £24.30 

11 " X 14,5" Conflnous:- 

1 ply plain ■ 500stieet5... £9.00 

1 ply plain- 1000 sheets £10.75 

1 ply plain -2000 sheets £22.50 

A4 - {TRUE A4) BO gsm - Cctnlinuoua;* 

500 X Plain white.micro perf £12.90 

1000 X Plain white'micro part £19.95 

2000 X Plain white.'micro pert £33.50' 

A4 ■ (TRUE A4) ■ Single Sha«1s;- 

Plain White -500 sheets £7.25 

Plain White , toOOstieels £13,75 

LABELS - WITH SPROCKET HOLES :- 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2- xl 7;i6- , 500 £7.25 

ONE WIDE 3 1i'2"x1 7,'16" - 1000 £13.75 

ONE WIDE 3 1'2' x1 7/18' ■ 2000 £22.50 

ONE WIDE 3 t.'2" XI 7/1 6" - 4000 E42.50 

NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 

jCONTACT US FOR DICTATING MACHINES,] 

TELEPHONES. TYPEWRITERS. 

SHREDDERS. PHOTOCOPIERS. 

COMPUTER FURNITURE, VIDEO 

IRECORDERS, FAX MACHINES. SATELLITE] 

DISHES. OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

AND OFFICE SUPPLIES OF ALL TYPES 

I I 



SOFTWARE 



THE COMPOSERS PEN ONLY £56.00 

Mini Otiice Pro.Plus - not 8256 £29.00 

Mini Ottlce Pro ■ suits all PCWs £25.87 

I 1 

(New out from FUTURE PUBLISHING ■ 

I The "8000 PLUS COLLECTION" 

'"The Most Comprehensive Compitation o1 

jAmstrad PCW Hinis. Tips, Shortculs and 

lUseful Programs Ever Published." Total ol 

I book + disc = 16 90 alt inc 

I I 

WORDPROCESSORS 

PROTEXT - THE EJiLL SYSTEM; £33.00' 

PRODATA - Protexis' new database £47 45 

PROEAZE - needs Protext £15.00 

Flipper 2 Plus - not for PCWe256 £26.00 

LoOTSCripl II £18.95 

Lococombo ■ Locoscript tl & Spell £27 00 

LoCOSpellll E15.20 

Locofile - slate which PCW used £24.20 

Locomail II £24.20 

Locofonts (6 fonts) for loco 2 £15.20 

Locofoni II (3 lonts) £11,99 

DIGITA '£■ TYPE -typewriter emulator ...E24.15 

M.A.S.S. EasyLaheiler £21.00 

SPREADSHEETS 

Supercalcli £38.91 

Cracker II Turbo £34.75 

Rotate: for sideways printing! £20.00 

DATABASES 

Comix Card Index - simple lo use... £25.90 

Masterlile 8000 - best general use £28.00 

dBase II - the 'do all' database £47 00 

ACCOUNTS 

ilf you are unsure which package youi 
[reed for your business please phone' 
jand we will describe the various 
I packages in ctear Jargon I ess terms - 
I but leave you to decitJe, 



D.R.S. - Total Accounting £68.00 

CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS!!! 
CONNECT SYSTEMS - rrp £49.95 inc.! 



TRAININC 



REELTIME 
TOP QUALITY TRAINING COURSE ON DISC 

WITH INSTRUCTOR ON AUDIO TAPE 

RT-L0C05cripl II . PCW95t2 ..,£29,99 

RT-Locoscripl - PCWa256,6512 £29.99 

RT-Locoscnpi II - PCWB2S6.'aS12 £29.99 

RT-CPi'M . uss your computer' £29.99 

RT-Supercalc II £29.99 

RT-dBasell £29.99 

lANSYST 

Crash course in typing ■ beginners £17.20 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing £17.20 

KOSMOS ■ LANGUAGE TUTORS 
Choose from Ihe French Mistress. The 
German Master, The Spanish Tulor. or The 

Italian Tutor each at only £13.75 

APEX LANGUAGE TUTORS - state machine 

Business French £39.00 

Business German £39,00 

Business Spanish £39.00 

{these tutors are aimed at getting you ready for 

1992 - so no excuses nowl) 

REACH THE TOP WITH LCL - serious stuff! 

LCL- Micro Maths a-Adult £20.90 

LCL. Micro English a-Adul1 £26.90 

* Buy both and get £4.00 oH total!* 
SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Batter Spelling -age9-adull E13.99 

Magic Malhs ■ age 4- 8 £13.99 

Maths Mania -age 8-1 2 £13.99 

Better Maltis ■ age 12-16 £13.99 

Physics - Chemistry or Biology age 12-15 

(eadionly) £16.00 

EDUCATIONAL & FUN! 

Animal, Mineral, Vegetable £11.99 

World Wise £11 .99 

TOPOLOGIKA - other lilies - see below: 

Giantkilier (maths adv. 9-16 yts| £12.65 

Yes Chancellor i (UK Economy sim) £12. S3 



Money Manager PCW (NEW OUTi) £28.25 



Meridian Stockmarket ,,,.,£25,00 

CORNIX 

Simple Accounts II - PCW £47.00 

Jot) Estimaling v2 £49.90 

Product Costing v2 £49.90 

MICRO SIMPLEX 

VAT made simple - A'Cs system E99.95 

Micro Pub slock £99.95 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS - NEW RANGE NEW 
PRICES 

We use Compact for our own accounts system 
The best there is on Ihe PCW! DETAILS OF 
THE FULL RANGE & STATIONERY 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Inbusiness (integrated) E130.00 

Simple Invoicing £30.39 

Diner: RESTAURANT TAKEAWAY ACs.E52.13 
Homeview ESTATE AGENTS ■ program .£169.95 

Newsijoy. NEWSPAPER DEL ■ program £52.13 

ReChorO MUSIC LIBRARY program . £26 04 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE. FULL RAN(5E AVAILABLE. 
CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS:- lull range avail 
PSIL - Integrated. Stocfc'Inv.'Sales;' 

Purchj'Nom P.O.A. 

PSPN • INT Sales.'Puroh(Nom RO.A, 

PPAY ■ PAYROLL P.O.A, 

PSTK (AND OTHER TITLES) P.O.A, 

SAGE ACCOUNTS:- lull range available 

Popular Accounts ....£64.50 

Popular Accounts Plus £94.00 

MAP ACCOUNTS:- full range available 
Integrated Accounts £89.80 



DTP AND GRAPHICS 



["micro design II: lantastlc- ONLY £36,00 | 
1 MICRO DESIGN 11+ slualilX MOUSE PO.A. I 
I 1 



Stop Press. Mouse, interlace efc £60 70 

Stop Press software only £26.50 

Desktop Pub S Mouse £51.99 

Master Paint 1 5.45 

Master Scan. .„„.,.. £48.50 

Master Pack £54.60 

Microdraft (graphic design! £67 60 



LEISURE 



* * *GET RICH QUICK - PERHAPS?* ** 

Pro-Punter (racing betting aid) £39.00 

Pro- Pools (forecasting aid) E34.60 

*** ADVEffTURE GAMES *** 

Corruption £17.30 

Scapeghost!!! £13.90 

Lancelot ■ 3 Adventures in One £13,80 

Jinxler £17.30 

* THE PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURE WRITER* 

* WRITE YOUR OWN ADVENTURES!* .£18.00 

Time and Magik - 3 games £10.22 

TOPOLOGtKA ADVENTURES 

Achelon £12.80 

Avon'Murdac £15.20 

Countdown to Doom £12.80 

Kingdom ol Hamil £12.80 

Philosophers Quest £1 2.80 

Return lo Doom £12,80 

***SIMULATIONS *** 

Heathrow TraKic Control t S.B £12.80 

PCW Challenge (4 games) £10.40 

A,C.E Hf JOYSTICK + INTERFACE £26 00 

Tomahawk - Helicopter Combat!!! E13.90 

Graham Gooches Test Cricket £1360 

Headcoach - American Fooiball .£12.20 

World of Soccer £12.20 

*** ACTION*** 

Brian Cioughs Fooiball Fortunes £10,00 

Ciassic Coliection I , (nol 9512) £12.20 

Ciassic Collection I! - (not 951 2) £12,20 

***TABLE GAMES*** 

Bridge Player Galaclica £19.60 

Bridge Player 2000 E10.4O 

Colossus IV Bridge £12.00 

Ctodi Chess 39 • very powerful £13.80 

Colossus IV Chess £10.40 

The Home Entertainments Cenire P.O.A. 

Trivial Pursuit £16.20 

World ol Snooker £11.80 

Steve Davis Snooker - £10.20 

Classic Games 4 ■ 4 Boanl games £13.80 

PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERT 1 

CONSTITUTES JUST A TINY PART OF 

OUR RANGE OF PRODUCTS (see Not 

Only But Also') ABOVE, IF YOU DO NOT 

SEE WHAT YOU NEED HERE PLEASE DO 

NOT HESITATE TO TELEPHONE ■ 

NOW MULTIPLE TELEPHONE LINES' 



CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE 

If you see anything we sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - Office open 9a.m. to 5pm. fJOfslDAY TO FRIDAY. 

Postage is FREE but YOU MUST ADD VAT 



Export orders currently not taken. Prices and descriptions subject to availability (trading conditions available upon request) 
AN Irademarks ack. Please malts ChequeS'P.O.'s payable lo "WBB S " 
WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 8/6, CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO, DYFED. 
TEL: (0558) 823782 SALES & 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD ORDERING 

OR PLACE YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER BY FAX (0558) 823923 9afn-10pm Mon-Fri. 
GOVT DEPTs / LOCAL & EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY ORDERS Vi/ELCOMED, 



SA19 6PR 



Have you ever 
wanted to ... 



Carry out simple arithmetic tasks - 
such as adding up prices to collate 
sales figures, issue invoices or produce 
monthly statements 




Sort your 
records as 
you want - 
by name, 
by town, 
by salary,' 
by date. You 
can even order th 
same set of cards in 
8 different ways at 
the same time 



Create standard letters merged with 
information such as. names and 
addresses or sales records to produce 
mailshots and 
subscription reminders 

Ease the burden of 

administration - 

keep membership 

or staff records in 

order, produce 

labels or address 

envelopes for a 

mailshot 



Number paragraphs in a legal 
document or minutes of a meeting 
and update them automatically 
when you change any of the 
information 



Store information, from names and 
addresses to books and sales orders, 
in any order on a card index style 
database and then paste that information 
into your documents 



Then you need 
LocoFile and LocoMail 



I Please send me the following 

I LocoFile for the 8256/851 2 

I LocoFile for the 951 2 

■ LocoMail for the 8256/8512 

I Locomail UserCuidefor the9512 

I LocoFile & LocoMail 

I Please send me detaifs of 



Name 

£29.95D 

£29.95n Address. 
£29,95 D 
£14.95n 

£49.90 D 



I 



the LixoScript 2 family 

Note: All prices include VAT and UK poslaRC 



n 



Postcode . 



I 1 1 enclose a cheque for totjl £ 

LJ Please cha^e my AccessA'isa cart) 



I. I I 



1 I I 



□ 



Signed . 



Send to Katy 
Buchan at: 




LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, 
Surrey. RH4 lYL 
TEL 0306 740606 



Good Relations 

Masterfile allows you to link two or more databases to each other, perform 
calculations, and almost everything else. Rob Ainsley shows you how 



Masterfile 




Hot tip 



One of Masterfile 's most powerfiil 
characteristics is its ability to let 
you use intbrmation from one 
database in another, making data files 
'relational'. Basically by making one item 
in database A' the key of database 'B'. you 
can automatically have the infonnalion in 
"B' included in 'A', Here's an exainplei 

Suppose you are making up a cus- 
tomer or club member database and wish 
to include in each person's information the 
address of their nearest regional office or 
club branch. You could store this in a field 
called Local branch, say. Obviously it will 
be tedious entering the same address each 
time into all the people who live in the 
south-west area, and you'll almost cer- 
tainly make mistakes. An easier way 
would be to enter a simple code into each 
person's record to denote the area - 'sw' for 
south-west, 'm' for Midlands and so on - 
and then make up a separate databa.se 
where each record consists of the code and 
the branch details. Finally you tell 
Masterfile to look up and insert the branch 
details appropriate to the code when it's 
handling the main database. Here it is step 
by step. 

First make a new file. It is keyed, 
with two fields; Local branch (which must 
be the key field, and musi have the same 
name as the field it will be linked to in the 
main database) and branch address. A typi- 
cal record might be Local branch; sw 
Branch address: South West Regional 
Office, 4_High_Sl_Exeter _ Devon_EX 16 
7TR.' Save it as say BRANCHES. Don't 
bother with making up any formats. 

Branching out 

Now, in your main database, create or edit 
a format as usual. When you come to set 
out the place for the Local branch address, 
ask to insert record data with 1 then p, but 
give Y for 'yes' to 'External data (Y/N)'?' 
(usually you say no). Now you're prompted 
for the name of the external file, which is 
BRANCHES, and then for the number of 
the field you want to insen. You want the 
branch address to appear, which is field 2 
in BRANCHES, so give '2'. Now you can 
define the area the address is to take up as 
usual with M and P. You see at the bottom 
die message that BRANCHES 02 is the 
item you're inserting. 

When you come to display the file you 
should see the branch addresses appear in 
the right places. When entering records, 
though, all you have to do is enter 'sw', w' 
or 'm' - or whatever codes you choose. 
Much easier! The addresses print out as 



well as being displayed of coiurse. If you 
have problems, page 9.2 of the manual 
should help. 

You can use relational files to great 
effect - you can link one file with up to 
seven others (so long as they're on the 
same disc) and the linked files can have 
any number of fields. 

For example, your BR.ANCHES file 
might have a field ,^ (Area representative) 
and field 4 (their phone number). In the 
main database you can then specify an 
item in a formal to take external data from 
BRANCHES, in a similar way as above. 



but specify field 3 or 4 and insert the name 
of the area rep or their phone number. 

The 'Local branch' field in the main 
database which contains the codes sw', 
'm', 'se' and so on, is a sort of gateway into 
the file BRANCHES, via its key field, also 
called, 'Local branch', and can be used to 
pick out any of the items in BRANCHES 
for insertion into the main file, 

A common use for relational fil^ is 
linking up files containing customer 
details with files containing product 
details, the link item being a product code. 
(This would be the key field of Ihe product 



Load and print n file callnl 
TIPS from jnur MastcrlilE 
copy dia\ U contains dozens 
of qne^tiom and nnswers' thut 
wu'll find useful- 




I 



Making the right connections 



Local branch 
Branch address 



Scottish Regional Office Hesley House Edinburgh ScotlaM 



I . Your BRANCHES file contains ihe code - s for Scolland. for exanlpie - and the full address. 



Moras HcGouan 
9 High St Glasgou 
09 ftug 88 



Nane 
Address 
Date joined 
Local branch 



2. The main dala file must have a field tailed 'Local branch' - the same as iJie key licld in ihe BRANCHES file - if il is lo link up lo it. 

This entrj' has the code s for Scotland, 



Address 



Local branch 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxnx x$'('[iJ5^iJ™il»»JJ'<^f„'<?JJ[=JJ ii^lJifili^SSilllfxilxxfxxxxxxXX 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



3. Fomial I in the main file is where you tell Masterfile how lo link up ihe main file lo BRANCHES. That load of Xs under Ihe heading 'Local 
branch' has been specified as External data from the file BRANCHES and is field number:... 



COMPLETE LIST OF CHILDREN'S BOOKS; late ISth/earlg EOth centuries 



HAMILTON Hiss C.J 

SHIPLEV Mary E 

S.H. 

STRETION Hesba 

BflRSIOH Charles H 

BLAND E,A 

BELL Catherine D 

ABBOTT John S,C 

LESLIE Enna 

HILKINS U, J. 

WETHERELL Elizabeth 

ANON 

HAHER Sarah Selina 

FRflSER Alexander A 

PEARSE Nark Guy 

BROHNE T.M 

COLEECK Alfred 

ERASER M, C. 

PRATT E.S 

PAVNE £. H. 

CUPPLES Hrs. George 



SS fi Battle Uith The Waves;or,The Herring Boat 
% A Month At Brighton, And What Cane Of It 

92 A Visit To London , ,. 

93 Alone In London 
29 Angels Unawares 

33 Annie Deloraine's Aunt 

3£ Aunt Ail ietor, Patience And Its Reward . „ . 

S Benjaniii Franklin Printer's Bog, Statesman, Philosopher And Pat 
70 Bolinghroke's FoUy 
167 Breaking His Fetters 
lOG Car! KrinkeniHis Christmas Stocking 
9 Christie's Old Organ; Or, "Hone Sweet Hone" 
S7 Christine's Crook 

49 Daddg Crips' Uaifs. A Tale Of Australasian Life And Adventure 
8G Daniel Quorn, And His Religious Notions 

3G Dawson's Madge; or, The Poacher's Daughter 

42 Dick Of The "Paradise" 

50 Dora Murrag's ideal Ani How It Ca«e To Her 

88 Dorothy Horthbrooke. The Story Of A Sister's Influence 
8S Earth's Riches: or. Underground Stores 

43 Edenside Or The Lights And Shadows Of Our Village 






4. ...and when you display ihe main llle under this fonnat, Masterfile loots up and inserts the appropnate addresses for you. 



SOmPWS June 90 1 5 -" 



Masterfile 



Next month... 

A cepllKlimi of Ijpt coverinp 
data eschaiwe « iih I JK-ftSiripi 
and Pntlext, rtrcun^trucliiin of a 
databa^. fancy embeUi^hments 
to vnur formats, mail merging 
and InbtlK, and men. 



Ille). Hence rtie proliferation of barcoding 
in modem retailing! 

Calculated risks 

Mastertlle can take a lot of drudger)' out of 
your data prixeising by doing calculations 
for you. Here's a quick example. Your 
club membership fee fias increased by 
50% over all categories. Instead of 
laboriously changing each person's subs as 
sfiown in the database, you can get 
Masterfile to do it for you. Go to the 
appropriate format and insert a new ele- 
ment, a heading. L'se M to move the head- 
ing down into the area occupied by the 
name and address details and so on; it 
doesn't matter where, though it's probably 
best to put ii somewhere where it doesn't 
overlap with other information, .Suppose 
the subs amount is field 6i edit the heading 
and make it read [6]=[6]*I.S. 

Now, anything classed as a heading 
occurring in a data zone can contain calcu- 
lations, using square brackets 10 refer to the 
field, and +-*/ to mean respectively add, 
subtract, multiply and divide. So the above 
instruction means 'take what is in field 6, 
multiply \l by 1.5 (i.e. increase by 50%) and 
put the new amount into field 6'. Notice that 
the [6]=|6|*I5 business is a sort of embed- 
ded command: it displays on the format, but 
not on the screen display or printout - so the 
only criteria for deciding where to put it is 
ea.se of viewing of the format. 

When you come to display the file, 
nothing seems to have hap|)ened. You 
must icM Masterfile to perform the 
calculation for you - this is |C| from the 
main menu. You'll see the message 
'Calculating' appear and the number of 
records completed. When it beeps, ptiess 



[D] for display and the amended subs 
amounts will be shown. But you can go 
further than this. In your product list you 
can get Masterfile to calculate your profit 
or tax for you. Suppose you have a 
database in which a typical entry is: 

Product; Widget 

Cos! price: SS9 

Selling price; 9.9S 

Profit: 

Percentage prolil: ■ 

You don't bodier to enter amounts for the 
last two - they can be calculated for you. 
Set up a formal as usual, first entering 
headings in this format (|l] for 'insert', 
I.HI for 'heading', |M1 for 'move' then [E] 
for 'edit') in the following order, putting 
them in the data /.one somew'here out of 
the way: 14]=|3|-|2| 15J=UM)*141/(,11. Then 
define slots for all six dina items. (You'll 
want to u.se 'A' for 
'attributes' from the 
'Record data' menu 
to make the leading 
symbol £ and select 
two decimal places 
on items 2, ,^, 4 and 
6. but have no lead- 
ing symbol and 
select no decimal 
places on .S). 

Then from the 
main menu press |C1 
for 'calculate' and 
|D| for 'display'. 
The imiouius you 
didn't enter are now calculated and dis- 
played. The order of entry of things into 
the formal is very impiortiuit. because 
Masterfile does calculations in that order. 



Suppose you now added the heading cal- 
culation [21=[21+1 into the formal, and 
then calculated and displayed; you'd find 
that item 2. the cost price, was increased 
by I in all products, but that the profit and 
percentage profit figures were all the old 
values. They'd already been calculated by 
the time die new value of item 2 was 
worked out. When you save a file, you 
save it in its last calculated state. Next 
time you load it up and display il, the cal- 
culated figures will all be shown. 

Numbers game 

It can be useful to put the record number 
into a record for two reasons. To do this 
you need a format which includes the 
record number displayed in il. First, 
Masterfile lets you jump to any record 
immediately by pressing [G] when in dis- 



Calculating little devil 




5. Fotmaii ihai includes caiaihlions ti> iiort nui (he prufii i selling price 

TTinus cost price) and percentage (profit divided by selling price). Note how 

these are entered ai! headinLs and appear on the fomialc... 




ft. ...but not on (he display. After pressing iCj for calculate the appropriaie 
arithmetic is done for you.. 



■ 



L 



Heading for a record 



COMPLETE LIST OF CHILBREH'S BOOKS; late 19th/early 20tli centuries 



mummmmmMX -m:/, xmmxxxxxmxxMxxramxxmxxmxxmmxnxxxxxmxx 



7. Tliat extra heading consisting ol'i'Wt^ put into the ixiots example lile. formal 1 . has (he effect of inserting (he record iiurabcn*.. 



COMPLETE LIST OF CHILDREN'S BOOKS: Ul;e 19th/ ear Is) £«th centuries 



A.L.O.E 

A.L.O.E 

fl.L.O.E 

fl.L.O.E. 

ABBOTT John S.C 

flCKUOHTH J.M.O. 

ftDflMS The Reu. H.C. 

ABELINE 

ANON 

flNON. " 



1 My Neighbour's Shoes; or, Fee ling For Others 

2 The Robu FaniIa;or, Battling With The World 

3 The Golden Fleece; or, Hho Wins The Prize? 

4 The Backward Swing, And Other Stories 

5 Benjamin Franklin Printer's Boy, Statesman, Philosopher ftnd Pat 
G Fron Fung To Rung 

7 The Uidau's Son 

8 Helen Leslie; or. Truth And Error 

9 Christie's OJd Orsan; Or. "Hone Sweet Hone" 
I And I 



R. ...when the tile is displayed. 



COMPLETE LIST OF CHILDREN'S BOOKS; late 13th/ early Mth centuries 



HAMILTON Miss C,J 

SHIPLEV Mary E 

S.H. 

STBETTON Hesba 

BflRSTOW Charles H 

BLAND E.A 

BELL Catherine D 

flEBOTI John S.C 

LESLIE E««a 

HILKINS H. J, 

HEIH"-"- "■■ ■ ■ 



S8 (I Battle With The Wa«e5;or,The Herring Boat 
96 A Month At Brighton, And Uhat Cane Of It 
92 A Uisit To London ,,, 
99 Alone In Lontton 
£9 Angels Unawares 
33 Annie Deloralne's Aunt 
32 Aunt Ailie;or,Patience And Its Reward 

S Be«janin Franklin Printer's Boy, Statesnan, Philosopher And Pat 
TS Boiingbroke's Folly 
107 Breaking His Fetters 



UB^n^^JjlLf* ^ul^^^^U^K* '^^fll^JlM,^ -^^^^^^^^^r 

^^jr ^(jpP^ ''KpP ^l![P 

'). If you sort the file into anoiiier order, such as by book title, the record nuitihers slay as ihey wen; originally. 



play mode followed by the record number - 
this is much quicker than the normal 
method of searching for Mr Jones's record, 
say. by seatiching for all records which con- 
tain Jones in the name and finding the right 
one. And, if you have printed out a list of all 
the entries in the database together with 
their record number, then you have a refer- 
ence table that will let you jump (o any 
record by its number straight away. Second, 
it gives you a number unique to each 
record that can be useful in distinguishing 
several similar entries. 

As an example, load up the books file 
XOl BOOKS from your Masterfile pro- 
gram disc. Edit format I by pressing [F| 
then [V| then 1. Press jl] for 'insert' and 
then [Hj for 'heading'. Move the * 10 the 
place in the data zone (in the area thai con- 
tains the XXXXs) where the record num- 
ber is to appear by j M j and the cursors, 
then hit [E] for 'edit'. 

Give the heading text as %%%%. 
You'll now find that on displaying the file. 
the record numbers are inserted, Masterfile 
numbers its records in key order, so if the 
key is the name and you have a hundred 
customers in your database, you might 
find that Mr Aaron is record 1 while Ms 
Zzyniewskj is record 100. 

These numbers don't change if you 
re-son the file using [K], If this file is 
resorted in order of money spent with 
you, the profligate Ms Zzyniewski may 
well he top of the new list, but will still 
be record 100, They also don't change if 
you select some members and mark 
them off as a separ;itc set. However, if 
you 'save a partial file' then when you 
load this new file you'll ilnd the records 
have been tie-numbered. 9 



15 JimeWSflflOm'S 



Did you know that 
LocoScript 2 is not only 
faster and easier to use, 
but also... 



■ Produces better looking printing witti 
improved shapes on the built-in matrix printer 

■ Lets you use an ahemative printer to print 
your documents - choose from over 300 

■ Supports all European languages including 
Russian and Greek - even Ancient Greek! 

■ Provides over 100 scientific, mathematical or 
special symbols 

■ Is the first step to adding other LocoScript 
programs such as LocoFile, LocoMail and 
LocoSpell 

■ Lets you format and copy discs without 
using CP/M 

■ Adds a range of different typefaces from 
handwriting styles to modem fonts for 
business use. 

■ Adds a wider choice of layout features 

■ Gives more options forFind and Exchange 

■ The Save and Continue option returns you 
back to your original place in your document 

I Prints multiple copies of your document 

■ Offers a wide choice of paper types to print 
your documents - for example: A4, A5, 
1 1" contiriuous or 3" labels. 

■ Will convert your existing LocoScript 
documents as you need them 

■ Has a completely revised user guide 

LocoScript 2 is the powerful, more versatile 
successor to the LocoScript supplied with the 
PCW 8256/85 12. For only £24.95 you'll get 
1 more from your PCW than ever before 

Giving you more 
for your PCW. 
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please send me the following: □ [ enclose a cheque for Tt*!i £ . 



LocoScript 2 £24.95 D Please charge my AccesWisa card 

LocoScript 2 with LocoSpell £34,90 

Please send me details of r — i ^ 

the LocoScript 2 family LJ 



_1_L 



J_L 



I I I 



Name 
Address 



Signed 

Send to Katy Buchan at: 



Postctxle 




LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, 



LJ 
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Horse racine 



National 
lampoon 

Thcrr Is little or no pdnt In 
pultin]; hai-d-{?arDiLMl la^h, 
^^ith nr "i^ i[houl a computer 
proj;rdm,oji raft's of over 
I'fiiihv hurMis. This a wh v. wi 
\hv m4)mtn^ nf ihe (innd 
N'jitioMaLycm will rmd the 
honkiiiakers enipiy nf regutaf 
punlen but packed i^iLh pien- 
p]f V. hu Hiiuld not nurmall V 
be i'3ughl di^^d near thf 
placf s. Ilir bi^tr the Held 
(and thtf Natiurtat rogulurlv 
puli^ dJnwn -Ul runntr*< nr 
morel the i»n}<cr [ht^ odds. 
The lanfjpr the uddiv, [he less 
chance of m inning, lake uur 
adviceandislkk tn tbeiimaller 
cnef lings wjth hnrsts who 
ha^eplenii iirri>rni. 



Turf Luck ! 



Why should the bookies always get the best from the turf? Tim Smith 
gambols through three packages which aim to put the odds in your favour 



H 



orse racing is a myth to some 
and a must to others. The 
occasion of a great race meeting 
such as Royal Ascot or tlie Chellentiam 
festival sees fortunes wort and lost and 
stories told. Yet it still appears to be a fact 
of life that the bookmakers are the ones 
who profit the most. One reason for this 
might well be that most people can't Ix; 
bothered with the spade work involved in 
collating and analysing form details. They 



would prefer instead to put their money on 
the occasional Desert Orehiti or Shergar 
or, failing this, the famous "horse with the 
prettiest name". 

Your PCW. on the other hand, 
wouldn't get Ihe slightest fri-sson of 
excitement from the occasion and 
wouldn't even care if it "went through the 
card' (won all the races on a given day). 
The .statistics which surround the turf are 
grist to the PCW mill. And that's precisely 



what makes the three programs reviewed 
here a teasible option when deciding 
which winner to back. 

One point to bear in mind about these 
programs, and one which each takes great 
pains to mention, is ihe fact that constant 
use and detailed planning are essential to 
get the most from each. The rcw is 
merely a number and data cruncher when 
it comes to racing and an element of native 
intelligence is required. 



BRIMARDON FORMULA PLUS 

£35 # Brimardun Cumputer Racing Service V 
0325 288483 

Due to the fact that we are now out of the National Hunt season 
(or 'over the sticks" to use the appropriate jargon) we have 
decided to concentrate on Brimardon's flat racing package. To 
say that the package is comprehensive is putting it lightly. The 
main program and subsidiary tiles can be listed and tinkered 
with. ,so if you feel that you have made some improve ment.s, 
then get in touch with Brimardon. 
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The BtiniiUdnn Fermulii Plus. The company also pravidc a N'ationiil Hunt system for i!25 but Ihi: M:asun o( the 
^eks is over now. The scieen shown here illustrates entiy of horse data 
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For those unaquainted with the intricacies of racing, this 
piece of software is an ideal teacher. For example, the detailed 
documentation tells you that there is little or no point in rating 
horses early on in the season because dtey will not have estab- 
lished any form. 

The Brimardon Formula pivots on what is called the 
horse's Speed Factor or SF. This information can be obtained 
from the Raceform Handicap Book (published every Thursday 
and costing 95p). Tliis gives the best SFs for horses officially 
rated at over 30, the course on which the race was run and the 
going. A horse without such an SF rating is either not worth 
betting on or, if early in the season, a bit of a dark horse! 
Entering the required data is simple enough. Armed with your 
Rtitin}' Pitsf or Spt/iliii); Life you are asked where Ihe race is to 



take place. You are also asked to note the 'going' - it is a good 
idea to get this detail on the morning of the meeting unless the 
course is All Weather. Next, what type of race is it? Initially, 
the going is complex here; you have lo hack your way 
through a veritable rain forest of terminology - Maiden Slakes, 
Novice Handicap and more. Bear with it - this information is 
important to your assessinent of the runners. Distance is next 
and you will soon be doing furlong to mile conversions in your 
sleep (by the way there are 8 furiongs to a mile). The value of 
the race is also noted. 

Lester, pick it 

Once you have entered these basic details, it is time to move 
onto the horses themselves. Details needed here are the age of 
the horse, how long since its last race, the position in its last 
three races (this does not take into account the fact that a horse 
may have been pulled up). 

You will then need to input the name of the trainer - there 
is a separate list of trainers which it is a good idea to keep 
updated. Weight is the next step (now here's a funny thing, we 
spent at least ten minutes trying to work out how much a horse 
might weigh until we reali.sed that the weight referred to the 
jockey). The Speed Figure or SF comes next and then the meet- 
ing at which it took place. 

Once you have fed it all in, the computer will analyse the 
data and you will be presented with a rating for the horses you 
entered (you do not need to enter them all for assessment). This 
is accompanied by 'Veto Messages' which basically tell you 
what you should already know - 
that the distance of the chosen race 
is one furlong over that of the 
horse's best SF, for example. 

Once you have the rating, it 
is up to you to decide whether or 
not to back the horse. No com- 
puter program can make use of 
good old huiTian initiative and rat- 
ings are merely guidelines — after 
all who thought that Desert Orchid 
would not win the Gold Cup'? 
Generally, the Brimardon Formula 
is an excellent package with good 
customer support from the com- 
pany. It asks all the right ques- 
tions, doesn't nanny you ... and the 
results were not half bad either. • 



Brimardon 
Formula Plus 
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Horse racine _ 



COURSEWINNER 

£19.95 • Intrasel • 02572 76800 

Coursewinner dilTers radically from the Brirriiirdon package in 
as much as it concentrates more on belting than form assess- 
ment. In tlie latter case it must be said that the program is fairly 
weak. The first few pages of the manual deal exciu.^ivel)' with 
types of bets and betting tax. You are taken through such mar- 
vels as the Heinz bet (57 bet.s which need six selections. 15 
doubles, 20 trebles, 15 four times, 6 five times and I six timer). 
ClaiWic bets such as the Yankee ( 1 1 bets) and die Canadian (26 
bets) are also included. This is certainly a good selling point 
but appears to mi.ss die main point that you cannot bet on any- 
thing v^hich you haven't yet assessed; if you do, you're looking 
for trouble. 

Coursemaster also comes with whal the programincrs call 
a 'Betting Bank'. This is a cache ofcash which, as Intrasei so 
rightly say, you "can afford to lose, [f you can't afford to lose 
it, don't bet". The Coursemaster Betting Bank is ba.sically a 
way of handling that money using the PCW as banker. Intraset 
recommend that you use Ibis in conjunction with a book- 
maker's account. 

As for the actual horse racing, or rather the form analysis, 
the program is far from strong on this - not for beginners or 
those among our readers with a love of the sport (and the stats). 
Taken as its base theory, Coursemaster revolves around the pre- 
vious form of horses. This, at first sight, appears to be a logical 
theory and certainly one which will stand you in good stead; 
after all, if a horse crosses the finishing line in one of the first 
four positions in its last four or five outings, then; is a fair 
chance (hat it will do the same on the day of your choosing. 

Out bv a head 

What this form of analysis does negate however, arc the more 
subtle factors such as the reason why a panicular horse finished 
well in its last race when facing extremely stiff competition or 
diat a horse with poor form can come from a well thoughl-of 
stable having been trained well with a good jockey. Of course. 
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Coursewinner from Intriscl conrantr.ues more on the betting side than hotse racing details. Don'l lei that put you 
off dKngh: it's a solid eitou^ pmgnijn. Here we see the h«se details being enleiid 



these subtleties are up to you to 
divine and it could be said that the 
program merely gets rid of the base 
data leaving you fa'e to concentrate 
on the more interesting angles. 

To make up for this lack of 
detail, any race you have entered 
can be saved to disc. In effect this 
allow.s you to build up a database 
of courses, horses, trainers and 
jockeys. It would be a healthy addi- 
tion to the program to be able to 
take separate horse details and 
include these in further race cards. 
Of course this would not take into 
account the current going, trainer 
and jockey form on I he day as well 
as a host of other details the discov- | 
cry of which add-s to the fun. • 



Coursewinner 
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Propunter makes use of 'Library discs': these are basically for- 
matted (by you) discs to which information is saved. As with 
the other programs, you will need to haveTVte Raring Paxt to 
hand for details such as the last three outings of the horse, 
whether or not the horse is a coursewinner (in fact for informa- 
tion such as thai, or whether the horse has won over the dis- 
tance you will either need lo be well into the season or have a 
form book lo hand), 

Propunter does requirc the skills of either a very quick 
learner or a punter with past form. When questions such as 'Is 
there any allowance for apprentice claims' hit you for the first 
lime, then you know that no fence is being left unjumped by 
this program. 

Before we go any further into this review, we should just 
mention the fact that when inputting the data for one race of 12 
horses a 'Subscript out of range ' error message cropped up and 
Clashed the program five times. Unfortunately, the program 
only actually saves data to disc once all the horses have been 
input rather than horse by horse and this meant that the data 
for the preceding ten horses was lost. Happily. DGA will 
replace faulty discs. The meal of the program lies in the data 
input which requires ai least one weekly racing paper or a 
pretematurally good memory. The trainer and jockey tables for 
example are a racing person's dream. Data input is carried out 
over a number of stages; the first deals with trainers and 
jockeys, and die winner of last year's race - this should include 
the age of die horse, the position in the forecast, its trainer and 
the starting price (SP), 

Favourite things 

The next stage deals with the race itself Each horse is entered 
with its past three outings - happily you ure able to tell the pro- 
gram whether the horse was pulled-up, whether it fell and so 
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Propunlcf from DGA Sofi ware deals with iIk deiails in a down-to-earth manner It also makes use of 'library files' 
to which race data can be saved. This sbtK shows Ihose horse details which migjil malie you a pound or two 



on. Because Propunter can handle 
Flat and National Hunt you may 
find slightly different questions 
cropping up to deal with different 
meetings. Once all the stages are 
completed, and there are many 
more than space allows us lo men- 
tion, it's time for the analysis of 
data. A 12 hotKe race can be rated 
in a matter of seconds. Messages 
tell you whether the rated horses 
have inflated odds or are a gtxid 
bet. Generally, and aside from the 
glitch, Propunter has a great deal 
going for it ... and Uie results we 
obtained were very reasonable • 
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Advertising — Architecture— Artwork— Booklets—Brochures—Business Cards— Cartoons— Catalogues— 



IF ONE PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
THINK WHAT YOU CAN SAY WITH 



MICRO 



i?ftV^r^ 



MANUAL "Comprehensive, immensely friendly and will lead you where you 
want to go." ..ii lakes about an hour or so to get on speaking terms." 
FEATURES "Does everything you are likely to need in designing and lay- 
ing-out your artwork". .."Text..will automatically flow around the 
picture ."..." Very fast." PRINTING "Extremely high resolution printouts which 
set the software apart from its competition." THE ACCOLADES "Surpasses 
anything else - Does almost everyihing better ■ This beats the lot ■ Results 
are superb ■ Brilliant and sophisticated - Beats the opposition hands down - 
New lease o( life for the PCW." 

* TYPESETTING • TEXT EDITING * PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS * FONT DESIGN * PRINTING 

Runs on the PCW 8256. 85t2 and 95t2. Fully compatible with (iles from 
LocoScripl 2. Protext, Wordstar. AMX Stop Press. The Desktop Publisher, 
Mini-Office Professional, Rombo Vidi Dlgitiser, ti^asterScan and other PCW 
software packages. Supports most popular Mouse systems and 9 pin. 24 
pin and Laser printers, including the Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Huge range of fonts (25 built in). Typestyles and Typsstting functions. 
Extensive range of Graphic Aft and Design facilities. 



MICRODESIGN tl 

(E36.52 + VAT) = 

With PCW Mouse and Through Interface (£76.09 -^ VAT) = £87.50 
COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST (Large SAE appreciated) 

JLocoScript ^C 

Wordprocessor, Disc Manager, Mallmerge, Spelling Checker, INTE- 
GRATED DATABASE and powerful PROGRAMMING Commands. 

Foreign languages and special characters are available with any Graphics 

Adaptor. Supports all standard monitors and over 300 printers. 

RRP £125 + VAT. Previous LocoScript users can save over £38 with our 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER (£86.09 + VAT) ^ BH^»ZMlIl] 



LocoLink. A special cable that links your PCW Expansion slot to a PC. 
together with the Software to enable you to transfer LocoScript 2 tiles to the 
PC. LocoLink costs (£18.70 + VAT) = £21.50 on ils Own or 



To purchasers of LocoScript PC (£13.87 -f VAT) -- 



£15.95 



Super^OS 

ARE YOU ONLY USING HALF YOUR PCW? 

If you have difficulty understanding and using CP/W then SuperDOS is for 
you. SuperDOS converts CP/M arid its' unhelpful A> prompt to LocoScript 
partitioning. "The main use for SuperDOS is as a disc/file manager." With 
SuperDOS you can run all your CP/M programs and batch files. Batches o1 
files can be copied with "an immensely useful system called tagging." You 
can 'create, edit and print out r>totepads... simple and immensely useful." 
"SuperDOS is an excellent tool." Quotes from 8000 Plus. Not suitable for 
the unexpanded PCW 8256. or hard disc drives. 
SuperDOS costs (£25.1 7 4^ VAT) = £28.95 



OTHER SOFTWARE 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE. All new slock. Prices include VAT 
For the PCW 8256/851 2 

Printer Drivers Disc 

(tCharkit) £17.95 

24 Pin Printer Drivers E20.95 

Locofont Set 1 £16.95 

Locofont Set 2 E12,95 

For Itw PCW 9512 

Printer Drivers Disc 

(-tCharkit) £17.95 



LocoScript 2 V2.2e £21.50 

LocoSpell2 £17.45 

LocoScript 2 + LocoSpell £27.95 

LocoMail £24.50 

Loco File E22.95 



24 Pin Printer Drivers £20.95 

LocoFile £22.95 



•• LOCOFILE + LOCOMAIL • £40.50 •• 

For all PCWs: LocoFont 24 Text £23.50. Locofont 24 Display £23.50 



£113.85 



The SCA RamPac is the first successful Memory Expansion above 51 2K that 
does not invalidate any PCW warranty. Only RamPac is approved by Loco- 
motive Software. RamPac simply plugs onto the back of any PCW and imme- 
diately Increases the capacity of Drive M by 51 2K, It is compatible with 
li^icroDesign 2, Flipper and most PCW programs. 

CMOS RAM prices are down - so is RamPacl 
RamPac 51 2K Memory Expansion (£99 + VAT) 

Looking for more memory? We can now supply the SCA RamPac already 
expanded from 51 2K to 76eK. Existing owners can expand their own RamPac 
with our DIY kit. RamPacs purchased after March 1 990 can be expanded in 
less than 10 minutes with our "plug-in" kit. Eariier RamPacs require a simple 
solder link and you can either DIY or return your RamPac to us tor e:<panding 
at nominal charge. 

DIY 256K RamPac Expansion Kit (£22.56 \ VAT) = £25.95 

RamPac returned to us tor expansion (£30.39 ■^ VAT) = £34.95 

76eK RamPac already expanded (£119 + VAT) = £136.85 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 
Almost an essential for Micro Design 1 1 and Locoscript 2 + disc copying. 

Our simple instructions assume no prior knowledge, experience, or skills. We 
supply TOP QUALITY chips which are jig preformed for ease of insertion. NO 
BENDING REQUIRED, plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply 'Plug in S Go' 
* PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade kit to 512K (£26.04 -^) = £29.95 



PCW DRIVES 



3" Brand New AMST RAD/ PANASONIC internal fitting 1mb (720K tor matted) 
drives using CF2 discs, with simple instructions for DIY. Just "Plug in & Go" 
The FD2 (black front panel) and FD4 (ivory panel) are otherwise identical. 

* FD4 second drive for PCW 8256 and PCW 9512 (£97.39 -f) = £112 

* FD2 second drive for PCW 8256 (as available) (£107.87 +) = £124 

* NEW 500 K FD1 for 8256/851 2 drive A sen/ice replacement (£86.09 +) = £99 

* NEW 1MB FD4 lor 9512 drive A service replacement (E94.78-k) = £109 

5 1/4" PACE external 40/SO track self-powered drive B tor data 

transfer between PCs & single drive PCWs using TDOS s/w 

supplied (E116-52-t)-E134 

SAVE £5 on above when purchased with Memory Expansion 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



EXTERNAL PRINTERS 

PCW 8256/8512 owners who purchase a printer will also need an Interface 
and printer cable. We also strongly recommend LocoScript 2. For all PCWs we 
recommend Locomotive's Printer Drivers Disc and/or the 24 pn Printer Drivers 
Disc tor maximum compatibility with Locoscript 2. 

CABLES, PRINTER, Top quality PCW9St2 to Centronics printer £5.95 

PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) to Centronics printer £9.95 

MODEM CABLE RS232 Interlace Data transfer to Modem , £14.95 

MULL MODEM CABLE Data transfer Computer to Computer £14.95 

"OONGLE" Adapts Export PCW to interface. RamPac etc £21.95 

RIBBONS (including VAT, P&P) LC-10 £4.60 5-^ £4.30 LC 10 Colour £6.90, 
5+ E6.20 (also takes black for economy) LC24-1 0/LC24-15 £5.75, 5* E5.25 

BBO Dust Covers (ind VAT P&P) 8256/8512 (grey 3pc)..... £11.45 

9512 (Ivory 3pc) £13.45. 9512 with auto cut S/F (Ivory 3pc) £13.45 

STAR LC-10. LC-10C, LC24-10. LC24-15 (State grey Or ivory) £4.95 

INTERFACES Parallel/Serial for PCW8256/8512 printer and all PCWs 
Data connection. 

SCA Professional, highly regarded, full featured (£43.43 + VAT) = £49,95 

SCA Professional Plus. As above + Real Time 

clock/calendar (£52.13 + VAT) = £59.95 

MASTER PAIMT Graphics package (not 9512) £13.95 With PCW mouse £59.50 
PCW MOUSE New model includes interface with through connector. 
Replaces AMX Mouse (same specitication) Available early May (£43.04) = £49.50 



Ulnlmum ordar £10. Hmxt tiay Caurtar Oaih/my . 

BeMprteea Ineiuttt VAT and UK post. Hennatl]/ bv tw. 
S&nd ctwqusa/tHoney ordara: or Ptc/LAJCovt owara 
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Trading Places 

Sophie Lankenau finds that changing her mind doesn't have to be a 
nuisance with LocoScript 2's Find and Exchange facilities 



LocoScript , 
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f you use LocoScript 2 to repeatedly 
produce a document which varies only 
^liyhily, in terms of basic structure 
and cuntenl, each lime yciu use it. then the 
program's Find and Exchange lacilily is 
extremely useful. Changes in a legal docu- 
ment such as a Will require the retention 
of fundamenial details, but demand alter- 
ations to infomiiition such as name, bene- 
ficiarj' and betjucsts. Finding and 
F,j,changing in LxKoScript 2 removes the 
necessity of rewriting documents like 
these, in favour of inserting panicular 
details with the minimum of effort. 

For the purpose of the exercise, we 
will make changes to a Will such as the 
one mentioned above. If. however, you use 
LocoScript 2 to produce memos or cireu- 
lars. the same principles apply. The first 
step is to summon the document to the 
screen, locating it on the disc management 
screen with the cursor keys and pressing 
IE] for 'edit'. 

Home, sweet home 

The Find facility allows yiiu to search for 
occurrences of a particular word, part of a 
word, or a phrase in the document text. In 
this way. the cursor is endowed with a 
kind of homing instinct - it will skip 
tht«ugh the text, alighting upon the infor- 
mation it has been asked to locate like a 
pigeon coming back to roost. To set the 
cursor off on this mission, make sure that 
ii is positioned above the first occurrence 
of the word in question; the Find facility 
carries out a forward search, so to be safe, 
you are best advised to start at the l>egin- 
ning of the document. 

Press [FIND] to the right of the tt7] 
key. A drop menu will appear, with a 
space (which can take up to 30 characters), 
for the 'Find text' to be keyed in (see 
screenshot 1 ). Beneath that, notice three 
search commands. Ignore case tells 
LocoScript to identify a word, for exam- 
ple, 'and' in any combination of capital 
or lower case letters. In this kind of 
search. LocoScript will pick out 'AND' 
•And' or 'and'. 

Look for whole words instructs the 
program to tlnd only whole words, so that 
occurrences of the letter sequence "and' 
will not be picked up from words such as 
'hand' or 'understand" or the name 
'Sandra'. Say you wiuil to tlnd all 
occurrences of the word "disc', irrespec- 
tive of whether it's speh with a 'c' or 'k' 
on the end of tlie word. At this point 
select die Use wild cards option and. 
when entering the Find text, key in 'dis'.''. 



This will track down all occurrences of 
either "disc' or "disk". 

Similarly, you might wish to find a 
word that people either have trouble 
remembering or have great difficulty in 
spelling correctly. For example you could 
want to locate all mentions of the surname 
'Lankenau' in a particular document. 
When entering the 'find text', simply type 
in something like L*. Lank*. Lanken* (to 
narrow it down as far as possible) and the 
program will dutifully search for all words 
conforming to the fomiat entered. The 
more letters you can remember (or spell) 
accurately, the quicker the program will be 
able to track down all mentions of the 
word. The wildcard * will replace more 
than one letter; ? merely replaces one. 



Test drive 

To see these commands in practice, clear 
the Find text space {if necessary) by 
selecting it with die cursor arrow keys, and 
pressing [-1. Now type in the word you 
want to find - in our example, 'will". Press 
(ENTER I and the Find next command at 
the bottom of the drop menu will be imple- 
mented automatically. The cursor works its 
way through the text, settling upon the first 

characterof the predeter- i 

mined sequence of letters 
wherever it occurs - the 
first discovery is 'good- 
will*, and the cursor 
alights on the 'w'. 

Now call up the 
'Find' menu again, and 
decide whether you want 
the search for 'will' to 
continue. We do. so press 
lENTERJ. and watch fur- 
ther examples being high- 
lighted. In this case, the 
program selects 'will', 
'wdlow' and 'willing', but 
excludes 'Will', since it 
has not been told to ignore 
case (see screenshot 2). 

We want to be less 
exclusive in our explo- 
ration, by ignoring ca.se. 
Call up the 'Find' menu 
once more. and. retaining 
"will' as the "Find text', 
select this option using the 
down amow key. Confirm 
the selection by pressing 
I -I- 1 to the left of the space 
bar. I ENTER tseis the cur- 
sor off on its journey, and 
by repeating the sequence 



above (calling up the Find menu and 
pressing [ENTER)), the cursor will pick 
out all the examples from the previous 
exereise. together with any variations of 
capital and lower case tetters. 

Whole in one 

Now we need to find examples of Whole 
words in the document. Remove the previ- 
ous search command {Ignore case) by 
selecting it with the down arrow key, and 
pressing [-] to the right of the spacebar. 
Move down to the new command. Look 
for whole words, and press |+| to tick the 
instruction. Press [ENTER j. and watch the 
cursor carry out a different search, ignor- 
ing "will" in words like "willow' and 'will- 
ing' but picking out both 'will' and 'Will'. 

The facility to Use wild cards allows 
you to check up on occurrences of words 
with the same number of letters, but a vari- 
able last letter. In the document diat we've 
created, the main beneficiary is called Will 
Grabbitt. With the proliferation of the let- 
ter sequence "will", we might want to 
check that when the beneficiary's name 
occurs, it is spelt correctly. To do so, 
change I he 'Find text' to "wil'.'', and go 
through the seareh options, placing a tick 



Go fetch! 




ftlien you call up LticoScnpl 2'^ Tiiid' facility, a drop menu will aipai showing a .election of s<arch 
cotidilioiis. To find a woni. key in the 'find' text, select a canditiorr and press [ENTER]. 




Tile tyrsuf is canv'ing out a search for 'will' without any pre.wt condilions. It is now on 'willirij;', having 
fotuid 'goodwill' and 'willow'. It won't select 'Will' as it hasn't ken told m Isittore case. 
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([+]) by eath one. Press [ENTER], and ihe 
cursor will find all examples of the ieiter 
sequence 'wil' with a variable fourth letter 
where it occurs. For example, if there were 
wordii such a,i> 'wild* and 'wilt' in the text, 
they would be selected, and you could 
then check for spelling. 

It's a fair swap 

Finding words is only half the task. The 
Exchange facility is an extension of 
'Find', but with the added ability lo inter- 
change words or phrases where necessary. 
For example, in our document. Will 
Grabbitt is the main beneficiary. Say the 
testator, (the person whose will it is) has a 
sudden change of heart, and decides ihat 
his fortune will be safer in the hands of his 
trusty friend Vera Grateful. The solicitor 
needs to substitute the now poorer Mr 
Grabbil with the new beneficiary. Vera. 

With the document on screen, and the 
cun*or at tJie start of the text, call up the 
'Exchange' menu by pressing 
[SHlFTJIFINDj. The 'Find' area is for the 
existing word or phrase - in our case. Will 
Grabbitt, and the space marked 'Exch' is 
for the substitution, whom we know to be 
Vera Grateful (see screenshot 3). You will 
notice three familiar search options, 



Bring on the substitutions! 




The Exciiange menu appeal^, witti two highlighted spaces. The Find icKt is the one which is hunted down; 
the Exch text insiiuets LocoScrip! Id replace eveiy instance of Will Giabbiti with Vera Grateful. 
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Om way to quell lite nith!essn^<! of Ihe automatic exchange is lo press the |STOPI key, and check ihal lall 
exchanges are valid. This is a soraewhal arhitnw}' course of action, with no guatanlce of accutacy. 




Legal docuinenls tetjuire the uunost prtcisioQ, so canying oui a maitual cxchwge h wonh the exsra lime. 
The menu shows you your options once ^dt occonBice of die find text is located. 



(Ignore case. Look for whole words and 
Use wild cards) and an additional one. 
Pre.scrve case. Tlie function of this com- 
mand is to ensure consistency, especially 
where names are concerned. For exatnple, 
if our 'Find' word is 'Will' and the 
'exchange' word is 'vera', the program 
will automatically convert the lower case 
'v' in 'vera', to the correct capita) 'V 
when case is preserved. 

To change the main beneficiary using 
LocoScript 2's Exchange facility, type in 
the Find and Exch names indicated attovc. 
Select Preserve case, and move down to 
the Manual or Automatic exchange 
options at the foot of the drop menu. The 
important difference between the two is 
that Automatic exchange will order the 
cursor to dash through the document, 
deftly finding and exchanging every exam- 
ple of the designated word or phrase. To 
demonstrate the enthusiasm of the 
Automatic exchange, select that option 
and press [ENTER]. The cursor sets off on 
its mission, finding and exchanging vigor- 
ously, and making Will a thing of the past, 
and Vera an extremely wealthy person (see 
screenshot 4) 

Down boy, down! 

To quell the ruthlessness 
of ihis command. 
LiX;oScripl offers two 
alternatives. You can hall 
proceedings by hitting the 
I STOP I key on the top 
left of the keyboard. If 
you choose this option, 
you have to observe the 
proceedings quite closely 
since the cursor travels at 
some considerable speed . 
A sudden press of the 
[STOP] key can be a 
completely arbitrary 
affair, with no guarantee 
of accuracy. There is 
another, more precise 
way of introducing some 
order into the search. 
Return the cursor to the 
start of the document, and 
select the Exchange menu 
with ((SH1FT|(F1ND|). 
.Swap ihe Find and Exch 
names over - (LocoScript 
has removed Will 
Grabbitt from the docu- 
ment so there will be 
nothing to 'find' if you 
keep the order as it is) 
and select Automatic 
exchange. Instead of 
pressing [ENTER], 
choose the [PARA] key to 
the far right of the key- 
board. The search begins, 
but this lime progressing 
a paragraph at a time, so 
that you can keep a cheek 
on the proceedings. To 
work through the docu- 
ment in this way involves 
simply retimiing to the 
"Exchange" menu and 
reiterating the command. 
Another variation of the 
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automatic exchange is to substimte 
[PAGE] for either [ENTER] or [PARAj. 
The search is then carried out a page 
at a time. 

Share it out! 

These aspects of the Automatic exchange 
facility are going to be very useful for our 
document, as we will now discover. The 
testator has had yet another change of 
heart, and has decided not to write Wil! 
Grabbitt completely out of the Will - he is 
going to receive a small portion of the for- ■ 
tune after all. By checking Ihe document a m 
paragraph or page at a lime, and making 
substitutions where necessary, we can be 
sure that Will receives some of the smaller 
items to which he was originally entitled 
(perhaps he isn't so bad after all). This will 
involve calling up the exchange menu 
once more, and swapping the find text 
wilh the exchange text. Repeat the con- 
trolled, paragraph by paragraph search, 
and Mr Grabbill will be gradually rein- 
stated as the lucky recipient of a few of Mr 
Grudge's worldy goods. 

Keeping your hand in 

Tlie version of the Auiomaiic exchange 
facility explained above is slightly more 
thorough; however, our example text is a 
legal document, where accuracy is of 
paramotmt importance. By selecting 
Manual exchange, you are able to work 
systematically through the document, 
'authorising' the substitutions as you go, 
occurence by occurence. Although this is 
more time-consuming than an Automatic 
exchange, it ensures a greater attention to 
detail. It could, for example, reduce the 
possibility of the main benefactor receiv- 
ing 'A Cartographer's Guide to Britain' 
instead of "A Car of exceptional rarity and 
significant value.' 

The manual exchange facility pro- 
gresses widi screen prompts, so that after 
every identification of the 'find' text, you 
are offered the chance to either make the 
exchange, by pressing [-^], continue until 
the next occutience without exchanging 
([-]), or abandon the exercise by pressing 
[CAN] for CANccl (see screenshot 5). 

If the menu is obscuring the part the 
document which needs to be checked, 
either press the key in the centre of the 
arrow keys, or wait; both courses of action 
will see the the menu text transferred to 
the top of the screen. Once you have been 
dirough die document allocating and tak- 
ing away Mr B. Grudge's possessions, 
press [EXIT] and select Finish edit. 

The Find and Exchange facility 
can be a godsend, particularly if you are 
a solicitor with a client like Mr Grudge. 
In more general day to day use, however, 
Uiis is a feature of LocoScript 2 which 
will alleviate much of the labour involved 
in altering seemingly simple information. 
It can be applied to anything from a 
simple letter or memo, to lengthier 
documents such as a contract of 
employment or a stock control sheet 
for a shop. 

Changing factual details such as 
times, dates or addies,ses, will be trans- 
formed from a messy, panic-ridden scram- 
ble, to the very simplest of operations. # 
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PAPER 



UBELS 



B>st qmHty whltg wood-fr«« 

11/9.5 SOgsm Fanfold Listing 

11/9.5 70gsm Mlcropertorated 

11/8.5 85gsm Letter Quality 

A4 Size 70g8m Mlcroperfofated 

A4 Size SSgsm Letter QuaRty 

11/9.5 NCR 2-part Plain 

11/9.5 NCR 3-p8rt Plain 

... ind tkcn tk«r«'i our UNIQUE AS eontlRueiif p«p*r . . . 

A5 Size eOgsm Letter Quality 1000 £11.96 



LOW DUST spec. 




Bex 


£/l>ox 




2000 


£13.95 


ALL 


2000 


£15.95 


PLUS 


1000 


£10.95 


CARR 


2000 


£19.95 




1000 


£11.95 




1000 


£21.95 




700 


£24.95 





Too qualltv fanfold labels by Avary - the bestl 
^Addr0SS size 3.Sfn/l.6ln l or 2-acro«c £S.75 /lOOO . Cirr 



Other Sizes (All prices per 1000) - 2.7Sin/i.0in £2.7S 

2,75in/1,5ln £3.70 

3.Sln/1.0in £3.15 

3.5it»/2.0fr) £6.30 

4.0in/t0in £3.40 

4.0in/1.5ln £4.50 

4.0in/2.0in £6.50 

5.0in/tOin £3 95 

5.0in/15in £5.95 



Plaase don't forget to add earrlagel 
(paper/label orders only) 
Osliveries now undsrtaken by 
ANC EXPRESS 



ALL 

PLUS 

CARR. 



[ All prices INCLUDE VAT. 



Delivery - See Below 
N£Wt Next-day service available NOW 

E»|lii>J e W«Ut - Mm ^t FrI - rim ii» ty Spwl 



lAQKQ 

MAXELL CF-2 

just £21.^6 per 10 
or £11.50 for 5 inc VAT! 

Spare disk labels £2 per 60 

frIe 

Lockable Disk Bank 

worth £^AB 
with every 20 disks! 




COIS/IF'UTER 

Cost 

effective 

computing 

starts herel 



RIBBON REFRESH 

The Fabric Ribbon Restorer 

Our wn invention - Carbon in a Can! 

Simply lift off ritbon casing A apply fresh carbon 
to your ribbon - double its life in secondsl 
One handy can does up to 30 ribbons 

still just ^ZAS _^"'~~%^ 

TRY IT TODAY! ^ satisfied usersi 



RIBBONS 

UK wide far btct quality A longect llfel 



PRINTER 



CODE 
No. 



PRICE 
BAND 



8256 Std. Fabric Black 274tFN 

8256 Fabric LONGLIFE 2741LL 

Extra value - TSOkchara 

8256 Fabric Colours 2741C 

BIje. Brown, Red, Greer) 
8256 Miiitistfike Films 2741MS 

8256 ribbons alao suit 35128. 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons for this printer 



9512 Multistrike Films 2746M& B 

9512 Fabric Black 2746FN B 

9512 Fabric LONGLIFE 2746LL C 

Extra value - TSOkchars 

9512 Fabric Colours 2746C C 

Blue. Brown. Red, Green 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9512s 
but fAbric ribbons can be used with Ribbon Refresh. 

Lifetimes: Multistrike: 100 kchars 
Fabric Std: 400 kchara 
Fabric Longllfe: 7S0 kchars 

RiBBON PRICES inc VAT & post 

1-off 2 -off S-off 

Price Band B £3.95 £7.45 £16.95 

Price Band C £4.95 £8.95 £19,95 

Mix ••' Mltek ANV 6 Bind B f*r £16.46 
,, w Any 6 Btud C fw €WA6 ^ 

DUST COVERS STRIPPERSI 



PfotAct your computer from: 
Oust * Co(f»B * Children * Pets 
Smart, machine-washable 3-plece sets 

kmtitii ZlBbltSM set 
AMStrad 4512 Eit 

now only£<7.45 



R«ally handy little 
gadget - strips perfed 
edess I rem tan (old pa- 
per without eflort. No 
more broken Ilnosrnallsl 



W.^S 



Inc VAT 



[ All prices INCLUDE VAT. Defivery - See Below 



SOFT SPOT ''512 Daisywheels: 



Courier 10, Recta 10, Orator 10. Pica 10, Gothic 10/12, 
Script 12. Elite 12, Mini Gothic 15, Thesis PS 

now only £5.<75 inc VAT 



LocoFlte £28.96 

LocoMall £28.95 

LocoFont £22.95 

Leco$crlpl2 £24.95 

LocoSpellS £19.95 

LocoScrlpt & Spell £32.95 

ProtBXt £44.96 

Pocket Pretext £28.95 

Desk Top Put>tlsher £22.95 

DTP * AMX Mouse £64.95 

Slop Press £39.95 

Stop Press * Mouse £79.95 

MleroDeslsn2 £48.95 
IMcroDeslan * Mouse £89.95 

AMX Mouse & l/tacs £49.95 

dBatell £69.95 

AtLaet Plus £29.96 

MaslsrFlle 8000 £36.95 

Cornix Card Index £29.96 



Cornlx Simple Accounts £79.95 

Money Manager PCW £39.95 

Sage Pop Accts £74.95 

Sage Pop Accts Plus £109.95 

Sage Pop Payroll £54.95 

MAP Integrated Accts £109.96 

MAP Stock Contro! £49.95 

MAP Payroll £49.95 

3UPERCALC2 Stfll only £39.95 
Cracker 2 Turbo £36.95 

Arnor Max am Assembler £39.95 
Amor C prog lang. £39.95 

Knile Plus £18.95 



* SPECIAL OFFEBI * 

ROGERS PCW ACCOUI^ING 

Superb new system RRP £84.50 

Our pries £7<?.4S Incl. 

Dffiio dl«K £4.0 & rvfundBd agalntt ord»r 



*^ Please state which PCW you have 
when ordering sof twarel 



- HOW TO ORDER - ^ 

liELIVPI^V PAPER LABELS EVERYTHING 

^KLI T bl\ a {any quantity) |any quantity) CLOC 

fl^ M«:uIai>W 3/5-day: £5.00 3/5-day: £2.50 3/5-day: FREE 

\ak nainiana; 24-tiour; £io,oo 24-hour: fciooo 24-hour: £10.00 
Overseas: Postage at cost. Callers (of coursel) FREE 

Order by FREEPOST - Ctieque/PO/Visa/Access 

Caspell Computer, Dept tt, I^EEPOST, Poole, Dorset BUI5 2BR 

Order by PHONE - visamcc£ss welcomei 
@ (0202) 666(55 (24i.r) 



Offers Valid 
tor 28 days 



CALLERS WELCOME - open q-5 Mon/Sat 
Unit 2A. Sterte ind Est, gterte Rd, Poole 



next to the hump- 
baek bfldflel 



^ Bible software. 



^Chapter and Verse 



Index we trust 

BibEiotec is published 3i the 
Good ?^W!t Btble and 
Concordance. Whal i& a cnncar- 
dance? j^ou mighi ask Wcl], ihe 
wnd is (kfiimj three ways 
accniding (o the JtOOO Plus dkiifi- 
mry cpf pu^habk meaning. 
Emiy, il 1^ a suiw of hanntniy; 
Kxi. tE h i boob which 3t(ji as a 
ddzUcd icukj^ for aiuihcT book 
Of books, showing words and 
tonlciitual meanings. And, 
fln&Eiv. it i$ m index pjoduced by 
a computer. If ainyofK can Leliu'i 
how 'a stale of hHinom' and 'm 
ladtK piwiucifd b)' i computer' 
can be kktA. we 'd bve to know. 



Until now, the New Testament has been translated into nearly every 

language in the world except computer-speak. Tim Smith looks 

at a new package which makes Bible study simple 



BIBLIOTEC 

£44.95 • Bible Society Software 
• 0793 513713. 

Commilllng books to computer-disc 
medium might sound like a rather point- 
less idea. After all, i he re is surely less eye- 
strain to be sulTered from gazing at a soft- 
back copy of the New Testament than 
froin spending hours at your PCW screen. 
However, .straight reading is all very well 
for a book which you might only ever look 
at once or twice in a lifetime; but for one 
which, to millions of people, holds great 
retigiou.s insights and to others is an 
iminense work of literary reference, more 
than straight reading and pen -paper nota- 
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Finding your way to the truth 



n ntiti Munt** 



liitribitiim bii JkA: 




Ktlltivt tmvtKi ID Nh 7tstiMnt: t vrrst in 112 



8 iii t iJi^L^ '"''' 



tit cirsfff «« i« tranjc frts: 



Soili htV i I^(s t.t 



Tile wotd 'forgive' traps up quite a few limes in ihe New Testament. Bibliotec can sliovu you jusl 
how many times - H in Luke, for esample. Ii also informs of you the frequency per verse 




Reading statistics is no great pleasure, so the program produces infonmation in bar chart form a.s 
well. This one shows the number of times ihe word Torgive' crops up in the New Testament 
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tion is required. 

We are well aware from our 
PostScript mail bag that many of our read- 
ers are clerics. .Sermon writing is no easier 
than any other type of written work and. in 
some cases, is much more ditfleult. How 
much ea,sier it would be for them lo be 
able to 11 nd a few references to topics such 
as 'forgiveness', have the quotes printed 
out and the etitries saved to disc at the 
press of a few keys. 

Of course it's not merely vicars, 
nuns, priests and padres who have need or 
desire for this form of reading. As we have 
already mentioned, the Bible is a source of 
study, reference and everyday reading for 
millions of people, 

Biblioiec takes its text firom 
what is known as the Gond 
Nfwa Bible (abbreviated to 
GNB in the program). This is a 
translation, developed in the 
Uniled States by Ihe American 
Bible Society (in l%6 as a 
matter of interest). Its aim is to 
put the New Testament into a 
fomn of 'everyday' English. 

In the beginning 

Bibliotec is not for 8256 own- 
ers whose machines have not 
yet had a drive and memory 
upgrade. A full 256k of mem- 
ory is required in order to store 
the program and ancillary Tiles 
in the M: drive. These files 
come on CF2DD (double den- 
sity) discs which can only be 
run from a B: drive. The pro- 
gram diKS in fact take over the 
entire memory: the start -up pro- 
cess (don't worry, il is very 
straightforward indeed) clears 
your M: drive for you and loads 
the required program llles. You 
are then asked to insert the sec- 
ond of the Bibliotec discs - this 
one contains the text itself 

Although Bibliotec will not 
run on an W2fi(> it will run on 
both the 9512 and 8512. In the 
case of the 951 2, a small iastal- 
lation process is required but 
this is merely in order to set up 
ihe daisywheel printer. In 
effect, once you have made 
copies of the discs using D I S- 
CKIXCOM and have set up a 
PROFILE.SUB file, you can be 
using Bibliotec ten minutes 



after unwrapping it. 

The first screen which greets you has three 
elements; at the top of the screen is a white 
on black (or green on black) logo telling 
you the name of the program: beneath this, 
you will see information telling you of the 
present status of the program's many func- 
tions. TTiis is when the realisation dawns 
upon you that you have got yourself into a 
very fine piece of software indeed. 

One of the many useful functions, for 
example, is the use of "wildcards' (CP/M 
users will be famiUar with these in the 
form of *s and '.'s. Under CP/M, wildcards 
arc used to speed up commands such as 
DIR or PIP because instead of having to 
look for each individual file with a .COM 
suffix you merely type DIR *,COM) 
Bibliotec uses a similar wildcard system lo 
speed up word searches. 

We will go into the rest of the options 
in detail at a later point in this review; for 
the moment it should be said that the 
Bibliotec manual will guide you through 
the use of the program with ease and with- 
out having to consult it again and again in 
order to clarify a point. 

Seek and you shall find 

The main purpose of Bibliotec is to get to 
specific pieces of the Good News Bible 
quickly and easily. There is hardly any 
point in having a piece of software which 
acts as a piece of text unless this is the 
case, and happily - unlike some text -lead 
programs - Bibliotec does an excellent job 
of it. 

Your first option is to find what the 
programmers call a Good News word. 
This .searching process is not a simple case 
of the program scanning every word in the 
text and then returning with the required 
references. The search actually looks 
through the concordance. This means that 
words such as 'the', 'it' and 'if can be 
passed over, saving time. It also means 
that the search is carried out in memory 
(or to be pedantic, on the M: drive) - 
where the concordance is stored - this 
makes even a quite detailed search, say for 
the word Lord, for which there are boutsd 
to be a great many references, very fast 
indeed. Normally only a few seconds pass 
before the quarry is tracked down. 

If the specific word for which you 
are looking is not to be found, then an 
automatic search is made of words begin- 
ning with the same first few letters. For 
practical purposes, this would seem to be a 
pointless act - for example, you might be 
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looking for a word such as 'carrot' (as in 
'carrot and stick') and come up with 'cart', 
or 'carrier'. Far from being a waste of 
lime, thifi gives the same kind of feeling 
as die fatal hahit of looking through a dic- 
tionary instead of going directly to the 
spelling you require. You know the kind of 
thing; you begin by checking on the 
spelling of the word 'microprocessor' and 
come across 'middelskol' (a South African 
word for payment to a farmers' coopera- 
tive). This does nothing for your spelling 
but can be vastly interesting. The same is 
trueof this search pKx;ess in Bibliotee. In 
effect, you get a kind of computer lead, 
random ideas and inspiration generator 
thrown in for free! When ihc program does 
present you with ihc word that you're 
looking for, you arc then, of course, given 
another set of options. 

Freedom of choice 

The concordance stores words along with 
their book, chapter and verse numbers. It 
also stores them under theme' headings 
and with sets of related words or topics. 

This is where using a computer prt>- 
gram really does leave a straightforward 
piece of text behind. A thought should be 
home in mind, however, especiaSly for 
those of our readers who might want to 
use the program as part of a serious com- 
parative theological study; the relations 
between the words have been worked out 
by the Bible Society and, as such, some of 
the inclusions and exclusions may jar on 
you slightly. 

So, you have found your key word 
and have related this to others themati- 
cally. The next thing to do is to go to that 
word and read the text itself. Bibliotee also 
presents you with some statistical data to 
make finding the most relevant text that bit 
easier. You probably will not want to use 
every reference to a particular word but 
will be more inclined to make use of those 
parts of the New Testament which contain 
(he most references. 

The program provides two bar charts 
to help you find this. One such chart is 
called A {for absolute'); this gives the total 
number of limes a word appears in each of 
the 27 books. Some of the books are much 
longer than others however: this is dealt 
with by the R-Bar chart which shows the 
relative distribution of words. So while 
one word might crop up five times in Luke 
and four times in Jude. Judc is the shorter 
book but contains relatively more refer- 
ences and hence is likely to be closely 
concerned with diat word. 

Having decided which section of text 
to go to, you bring up a list of the books in 
which your chosen word appears. You use 
(he arrow keys to move the cursor over the 
book (and chapter) title, press [ENTER | 
and in a matter of seconds you are taken to 
a page of text. 

Let there b% highlights 

The specific verse you require will be 
highlighted within the text so that you can 
fmd it without having to hunt through a 
number of verses. But, as with everything 
in Bibliotee, then; are also heaps of other 
options. You are given the option of going 
straight to the next appearance of your 



word ; you can also browse through the 
chosen book, page by page, backwards 
and forwards. This feature is only to be 
expected from a good, text -led, piece of 
software. What are the added attractions'.' 

Well, your PCW printer can become a 
jotter for you. Each of the highlighted sec- 
tions of text can be printed out (not merely 
screen dumped) at a flick of the cursor and 
press of die [RETURN] key. This facility 
could well be a boon to the priests, preach- 
ers, deacons, vicars and maybe even 
Archbishops among our readers. 

The really powerful element is yet to 
come however So far you will have had to 
have gone through a few search routines to 
fmd your required text; you won't want do 
to this every time you want to find the 
same piece. The people who designed and 
programmed Bibliotee obviously reali.'wd 
this; in fact, the whole program has the 
feel of having been put together by people 
who have encountered the problems which 
the programming aims to vanquish. This is 
opposed to software which has been devel- 
oped merely from vanity or from a desire 
to "fil! a gap in the market'. The solution 
provided is simple and makes excellent 
use of the PCW; you save your chosen 
texts, bar-charts, references and jottings to 
disc files which can be called up quickly at 
a later date. 

Comments and text can be saved 
directly to ASCII files which can then be 
inserted into LocoScript or 
Protext and thence to sermons, 
reports, theses or study notes. 

Each of these files can 
include your own comments 
and marginal notes. Without 
going wildly over the top about 
this facility and its ease of use, 
it must be said that the PCW, 
let alone those people who use 
the Good News Bible, has been 
crying out for such an 'intelli- 
gent' system as this for many, 
many years. 

If you want to save the 
bar charts or references to 
books - the charts cannot be 
saved as ASCII - then you 
have access to 'System files'. 
These basically save the screen 
memory to what are called 
Stores, You have two stores 
which are initially saved to 
memory. What won't surprise 
you by now is the fact that 
these stores also come with 
separate menus and options. 

For example, you can 
Match (compare) the informa- 
tion in one with that in the 
other, you can swap stores, and 
view them on screen. The only 
problem, and it is a small prob- 
lem which is quickly overcome 
after a few hours of use, is the 
fact that it is easy to over- write 
the stores. 



Revelations 

Two pages, and a tack of 
Biblical knowledge on the part 
of this reviewer, really isn't 
enough space to go into the 



qualities of this program. Its u.ses are man- 
ifold and its ease of use is unsurpassed. 

Tlie subject matter is obviously not 
on review here, but even for a 'joumo' who 
usually sets little .store by such matters, the 
program was a genuine pleasure to use, 
and, probably unsurprisingly, an informa- 
tive one at that. 

The traditional 8000 Plus lest of not 
using the manual fur the first half an hour 
of a review session in order to see how 
inluitvc and easy a program is to use was 
passed with flying colours. 

The manual is professionally pro- 
duced, comes with both an index and a 
glossary and little or no computer knowl- 
edge is assumed of the user. Overall, 
Bibliotee 
comes with a 
genuine recom- 
mendation. Tlie 
options are 
myriad includ- 
ing saving to 
disc files, typ- 
ing to printer, 
adding your 
own comments 
to nies, quick 
searches, statis- 
tical analysis, 
bar charts: the 
list goes on and 
on and on. # 
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Going it Alone 

Three writers, of different types and at different stages in their writing careers, 
tell Mike Gerrard about the pitfalls and the pleasures of the freelance life 



T 

■ he old adage would have us believe 
I that everyone has at least one book 
^L inside them. Nowadays this can be 
extended to include; one good radio play, a 
book of poetry, a collection of short stories 
and maybe even a film script. With all this 
literature bursting to get out, it's a wonder 



that those poor publishers and literary 
agents aren't buried beneath a larger 
avalanehe than the one which they cur- 
rently have to deal with. 

The reason for this lack of output 
might be that millions of people want to 
write and be published but are slopped by 



the mortgage rcpaytnents or simply short- 
age of time. But there are more routes to 
literary success than the stairs to a garret 
and penury. You can .stick with the "day- 
job' or lake the plunge or maybe even both. 
Three people took up the challenge and this 
is how they are getting on. 




L 



Motoring on 

Craig Brown is 43, and although it's now twenty years since 
he sold his first article (to the motoring press), writing for him 
is still very much a pan-lime occupation which must take sec- 
ond place lo his job as marketing manager for a bookseller. 

"I would like to write full-time if 1 thought I could make 
a go of it.", says Craig, "When you've a family and a mort- 
gage you've got certain llnancial commitments and you have 
lo meet those somehow. If it only affected myself then it 
might be differem, but where it affects other people then it is 
just not so easy to do." But this is not simply a cup-out argu- 
menl for someone who likes the idea of writing but lacks con- 
fidence in their own abilities. Craig comments, "I see myself 
as someone who has the potential to make a living as a writer 
- if you don't have faith in your own abilities, you may as 
well not bother." 

Like many other part-time writers, Craig's main problem 
is lack of writing time, so a few years ago he determined to 
re-organise his days. One point to be borne in mind when 
stepping into new territory such as this is whether or not you 
have the time lo re-organise in the first place. Some people 
just don't think that they have the time and will sacrifice their 
desire lo write for this reason. Craig's answer lo this is simple. 
"Often when you say you haven't time to do sometliiiig," he 
admits, "it's really just an excuse for not bothering." 

Between 1986 and 1988 Craig wrote the first draft of a 
120.000 word fantasy rwvel. In order to to do this, he had to 



make the time. This meant that he got up an hour earlier at 
weekends, and went to work earlier during the week, allowing 
him 10 write in the peace of his office for a couple of hours 
before the 'day-job' took over. This new regime was a wise 
move because, through his contacts in ihe motoring world, he 
was commissioned in 1 988 to provide the text for a partly-pho- 
tographic book on the Monaco Grand Prix, It meant writing 
24,0(K) words in ten weeks. 

"I'd been writing for the motoring press," Craig says, 
"since about 1969/70. which was the firsl lime I had something 
published, and the first time I took writing remotely seriously. 
I'd written short stories before, but never got anywhere with 
them, and ! remember at school when other kids reluctantly did 
their homework, I'd happily write English essays even when 
they weren't set." 

In 1969 an American friend who was inundated with work 
asked Craig to help out, so he got into prim by the unusual route 
of contributing to American magazines like Car Collector, Since 
Ihen he's continued to write about cars and motorsports. 

Because he writes at work, at home and sometimes on the 
move. Craig works mainly in longhand on A4 pads, transcribing 
(lis work later onto the Phillips Videowriter he uses at home. His 
fantasy novel is still in the process of being transcribed, which 
is 3 lengthy task as it involves editing as he types. He prefers 
not to use a word processor. 

Longhand writing road 

"I'm not very compuler orientated," he admits. "At work we 
have a PCW9512. and when 1 ase this all-singing, all-dancing 
machine, the operating of it gets in the way of what I'm writing. 

For Craig at least, the computer inlemjpts the flow of 
thought. "1 like things to be very simple," he says. " The 
Videowriter cost me much less than an Amstrad, so ailbough 
you don't gel the e\lra facilities of a full-blown word processor, 
(or a home Lompitlcr, spieatisheel or datcibusc So mctttion just a 
few ■ Ed.) it's sufficient for my needs. Its only drawback is the 
small screen, and after a few hours of staring at that you do get 
eye-strain. Mind you, if my aspirations take flight and 1 get 
more involved in writing, I may well find myself having to buy 
something like a PCW." 

Craig's ambhions lie in the worid of fiction, as he dwsn'i 
want to be known as someone who only writes about cars. 
Despite his lack of success in that field so far, producing a work 
of succes,sful fiction is probably his best hope of breaking into 
full-time writing. 

Lack of time means that ihe amount of motoring journal- 
ism he can produce is limited, and so is the money he can 
expect to earn from it. The day-job is double-edged. It restricts 
his time but also gives him the freedom to write what he wants, 
with a guaranteed income behind him, # 
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The Part-Time Person 

When he was 1 3, Nick Warhurton was asked ai a sthixil 
interview whal lie warned to be when he grew up, 

"[ knew [ warned to be a writer." he says, "hul I also 
knew that it wasn't a proper joh m I couldn't say that. Instead 
I said ihal I wanted to be a journalist, which in Tact 1 never 
wanted to be. There was no history of writing in my fainily 
background at all, although rumour has it that my uncle once 
gave up his job and bought a pipe, determined to become a 
writer, and of course all writers then smoked pipes, but I 
think it only lasted a week." 

Nick says thai he wrote at schixil in an Adrian Mole kind 
of a way. but never admitted to his family that he was a writer 
until he was doing it full-time: "there was something slightly 
shameful about it. There's no strocture to the job, you don't 
become an apprentice, there's no pension and so on. How do 
you become a writer'.' You become a writer by actually being a 
writer, but the stage between starling out and eventually 
becoming one is a very marshy sort of area. ! diJn't actually 
call myself a writer until I 'd had a radio play broadcast, and 
then I was happy to say that I was a writer... of radio." 

It's a rare writer who achieves financial success imme- 
diately, arid most start by generating a part-time income that 
eventually builds till they can take the risk and start writing 
full-time. Nick took a different approach. At the age of .33, 
widiout a single writing credit behind him, he gave up his 
teaching job, determined, like hi.s uncle before him, (o 
become a writer. 

"I started with a clean sheet when 1 quit teaching," he 
says. "I sat down and thought, this is the start of a new career, 
so what shall I write? 1 did want to try different things, and I 
knew at some point that I wanted lo write a novel - I still do 
- and that I wanted to try writing for children, but mainly 1 
wanted to try writing as rnany different things as I could, 
partly so that I could find out what 1 could do," 

The vague years 

Nick was only able to take the plunge in this way becau.se he 
was supported fnianciatly by his wife, Jennifer, also a teacher. 
She agreed to keep them for two years, while Nick tried his 
luck. It was a bold decision, and it paid off..,eventuaUy. In 
those two years Nick miuiaged to sell one short story. A chil- 
dren's novel he wrote was rejected by several publishers 
before he gave up on it. He also began to enter the weekly lit- 
erary competitions in The Speclalor and The New Smk-sman. 
and began winning them fairiy regulariy; the £5 and £10 
prizes on offer made up the bulk of the £4fX) he earned from 
writing in his first year. 

"In tho.se early days," he jokes. "I used to stniggle lo 
provide the bread and the milk. That was my contribution to 
the household. But I also learned that two years is a very 
short time in writing terms. If you write a novel and submit it 
you have to wait several months to get a response of any 
kind. ;md if it's just a rejection slip then you not only get the 
rejection but you don't learn anythiitg from it. Two years can 
slip away very quickly like that. But then towards the end of 
those two years 1 had a radio play accepted, and that was just 
the kick I needed lo make me feel that 1 should continue." 

The play Nick wrote was called The Ctiloncrx Wife, and 
it was accepted for the BBC's Thirty Minute Theatre in a 
rather strange manner. He sent the play off and then a few 
months later, with no intervening letter or phone call, a con- 
tract turned up in the post. 

"Il was extrtiordinary," he says, "but because this was 
the first thing which had been accepted. I thought this must 
be the way they do things. It isn't at all, normally. Then I 
didn't hear anything more from them for about a year - and 
tfial is the way they do thinp, I've discovered." 

Radio fee Europe 

The acceptance of the play boosted Nick's confidence. 
However, the neJit two he wrote were rejected and it was two 
years before any further success. He entered a play for The 
Radio Times Drama Competition, and admits that it was 'a 
stunning surprise' when he heard that it had come joint first. 




His immediate reaction was not about the money, he says, but to 
find out whether it meant thai the piay would be broadcast. 

"Of course the money did make a great practical differ- 
ence. My share of the pri/.e was £20(10, so in one cheque I'd 
earned five times what my annual income had been and there 
was a little less pressure on nte financially. Another advantage 
was that through talking to people at the BBC. 1 was able to gel 
myself an agent, which I couldn't do before. My agent also man- 
aged to find a publisher tor the children's novel that I'd written 
in my first year and been unable to sell." 

Nick has since published several more children's books, 
some of which were recently sold to a paperback publisher. His 
radio plays have continued at the rate of about two a year, and 
have starred such people as Timothy West and Prunella Scales. 
He wrote a 90 minute play for Radio Three entitled The 
Mcsseniier. and has conttibuted two plays to the 'Fear on Four" 
series, with mon: in the pipeline. He also bought himself a PCW. 

"One of the things you have to experiment with when you 
start is what you're going to write with, which sounds a simple 
question but it's quite important. I know people who can only 
write with a pencil, for instance. I discovered that 1 needed to 
type, because the speed at which 1 think, which is very slow, is 
also more or less the speed at which 1 type. So 1 typed stuff, then 
corrected the manuscript, and retyped il all. 

Ignition keyboard 

"Then someone recommended that 1 try a word prtJCessor. I was 
a bit dubious to start with, but I have to say that it did make a 
big difference to the way I work. I'm still typing, so I enjoy that, 
and the speed of creation is exactly the same, but because it's 
easy to correct and change things now, 1 do masses of rewriting 
as I go along. That's something 1 always wanted lo do when 1 
was typing, but I felt that 1 couldn't because if you change a 
page and put in a bit more dialogue then that makes all the other 
pages wrong - is it worth il, you ask yourself, Yoii shouldn't, but 
you do. With a word processor that doesn't apply." 

After making many visits as a student on foundation writ- 
ing courses, Nick was delighted to be invited to teach a course 
on Radio Drama this summer. His continued radio succes.ses 
have also meant that he has been able to give up his part-lime 
evening job as a librarian. 

"As welt as working in the evenings, when I started to 
write I also used to sell my own paimings and paperweights at 
the Si John's Craft Market here in Cambridge. The chap at the 
nej;t stall asked me what 1 did, so 1 said that 1 sold these part- 
time, and I worked in the library pan-lime, and i also wrt>ie pan- 
lime. He said to me: 'Hmm, you're a bit of a piui-time person, 
aren't you'.'' And I've never forgotten that. So 1 gave up the 
painting for a start, and eventually 1 gave up the part-time library 
job. so that just left the writing. But I've never forgotten this 
label that was hung over me of being a pan -time person, and 
since then I've always struggled to avoid it." • 
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Poet's day 

Alison Brackenbury's first colleclion of poems. Dreams of 
Power (£3.95,Carcanet Press, 198 1), won her the Eric 
Gregory Award for poets imder the age of thirty. This was fol- 
lowed by Breaking Ground {£'i.95, Carcanet Press, 1984), and 
Chmtntas Ruses (£4.95, Carcanel Press, 1988). 

"The last two books didn't do as well as the first," 
Alison admits, "Christmas Roses got a good review in The 
Listener, where they said that I wasn't well-known but I 
deserved to be." 

Poels have always been expected to live in a ganel and 
starve, but they have little choice in the matter as only a very 
few well-known poets like Ted Hughes and Seamus Heaney 
could ever hope to make a living from poetry alone. Others 
have to rely on giving readings, doiitg book reviews, working 
part-time and so on. Alison says, though, that she wouldn't 
want to write full-time even if she could. 

"I couldn't spend all day writing poetry, you jusi 
couldn't do it for that length of time, but even if [ were writ- 
ing other things loo 1 couldn't sit there for eight hours a day 
doing it. I like working as well. I'm actually against wriling 
full-time, I think it's good to get your hands dirty and main- 
lain your contact with the real world. One of the things that 
people say they like about my work is that it does have a lot 
of the 9 to 5 world in it, which not a lot of writing deals with. 

"I got a good degree at Oxford but didn't want to be 
drawn into the academic world. I wanted to be out in the real 
world, and gut a Job as a librarian at a technical college, 
where I worked for seven yeai^, mixing with all the engineer- 



ing students and so on, and I loved it." 

Earning curve 

Since the birth of her daughter six years ago, Alison has been 
working part-time in Cheltenham, where she lives. The job is 
essential, not just because it's what she wanLs to do but also 
because her poetry couldn't possibly support her. 

"Books might only sell about 600 copies," she says, "so 
book royalties don't go very far, and you don't get much for the 
publication of individual poems in magazines. You're reliant on 
giving readings for the rest of it, which I enjoy doing, although 
lately I've started turning down some of the ones in far-flung 
places like Northumberland." 

Alison writes longhand in f»encil, working quickly at first 
and then copying poems out time and time again, changing 
things in the prtx^ss. The finished poems are then typed out. 
Alison says that she does keep on at her husband to get her a 
word -processor, though, for the convenience of being able to 
run off copies of finished poems rather than having to continu- 
ally gel them photocopied. 

There is a career-stnicture of sorts for poets, a hierarchy 
which Alison says you must move up through. 

"There are lots of little magazines run by enthusiasts who 
lose a lot of money but they back their own judgement and will 
publish you if they like your stuff rather than on the strength of 
what your name happens to be. You then have to move up to the 
more established magazines like Agenda and FN Revien', and 
then on to having a collection published. My publisher actually 
noticed my work in Aj^enda. In my day it seemed fairly easy to 
get your work into these small magazines, but 1 gather it's a lot 
harder now and also the poetry market is shrinking; places like 
The Listener and The New Statesman, where I used to get things 
accepted, have now stopped publishing poetry." 

Alison does write other things, and in 1985 the BBC 
broadcast a 30 minute radio play of hers called Coumry of 
Afternoon. Based on an Italian fairy story in which two men 
play chess to win a woman, in Alison's version she goes off 
with the wrong man. Two later radio plays have been turned 
down, however, and two children's books also remain unpub- 
lished. People often imagine that writerri are either household 
names or abject failures, whereas the vast majority are some- 
where in between. 

Even though Alison is prized and published she is far from 
reaching millionaire status, "1 only earn maybe about £400 a 
year from my writing." Alison says, and although she may 
never make a living from her poetry she continues to write what 
she wants to write: " it's a compulsion. Fd write whether I was 
successful or not. It's like having to explain something to some- 
one, you just have to do ii." She aLso earns more than the only 
other person in her family background who's ever been paid 
anything for writing: "my grandmother did get a guinea off the 
local squire once for wriling good essays." • 



Conclusion 



The main point to bear in mind here is obvioasly that you do 
not need to be a Pulitzer prize winner to be a writer. The 
majority of authors, play writes and poets in this, or any other 
country, are the unsung heroes and heroines of literature. If 
you do decide to go it alone you should be aware of a few 
basic facts. 

When sending in text to a potential publisher (or more 
likely an agent) keep a copy of the work fur yourself. Don't 
be alTronted if asked to rewrite sections but equally, be pre- 
pared to stand your ground. 

if you can, get hold of a copy of the Wriwr'.\ and Artist's 
Yfurbimk for the current year. If nol then your local library 
should have one. This will help you in picking the right pub- 
lisher. For example, there is little point in sending your 
prized collection of poetry to Penguin or your Science 
Fiction epic to Faber and Faber. Above all, avoid vanity pub- 
lishing - paying a publisher to have your works put in print. 

The most important factor to keep close to your heart is 
that you can write. That novel is bursting to get out and you 
and your PCW are the right team to prtxluce it. 



Contact! 



Ihc iittdresscs for the Ihii nia(;a/ini*s mcntiont'd b> 
Misim Bruckenburi are as fullows: 

Agenda, 

5 ('rimhourne Ccuirt, Albert Hridjje Road 

London .SWIMPL 

P\ Rivitu, 

20H-212(cirn F\changc Buildings 

Manchester M4.1I)<J 

For mure informal ion about poelrv writing and puhlica- 
liiin >ou miKhl tikt- lo amtact the Puetrt Lihruri in 
l.DUdun. Ihfi \«ill he ahlt to proiide vou nith a list iii 
manii/^ines and juurnals as well as a htist of other u.seful 
information. 

Ihc Puttry Lihrarv. 

South Hank Centre, Royal Festival Hall. 

l.ondim.SKI S.W. 
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TOOLKIT 




PCW-ToolKit has long been the leading disc recovery tool 
available for the PCW. Specially designed, it makes full use 
of the PCW's screen and keyboard to allow anyone to 
recover damaged discs and lost data easily. 

Now, Version 2 is available! Both the program and the 
manual have been improved to make recovering all of the 
most common types of damage even easier. 

Would you wait for a fire before buying an extinguisher? Of 
course not! Buy Tool Kit now, and discover what it can do 
before you next get that "Missing Addre^ Mark"! 

PCW-ToolKit Still costs just £24.95 
How much is YOUR data worth? 



other Disc Utilities : 

MFU - Use oiher CP/M formais, PC aiid BBC discs on ihe PCW! £49.95 

2in1 - Transfer (lies and discs easily between your PCW and PCs! £49.95 

Exte rnal Disc Drives - NEW LOW PRICE! ONL Y £99. 95 

3,5" Drive "B" with built-in Power Supply. Complete with simple-to-ni cable Tor 
PCW8256/9512 and full insU-uclioiis. Works with all soflware. 



Please write or phone for funher details and our full catalogue of PCW Software and Disk Drives. 
AH prifcs shown include V.A.T. and dcliveiy within die U.K. Foreisn cnguiricsarc wekome. E&OB 




ONSIflif 



COMPUT I NG 

Strathclyde Business Centre 

Clyde Street 

CLYDEBANK G81 1PF 

Tet. 041 -941 -3120 





SketchPad II 

New Improved Version 

Design and print your own pictures, 

letterheadings, etc., with this easy to 

use graphics program. 

Now compatible with AMX Mouse for easier 

freeliand drawing. Also import pages of music from the 

Composer's Pen II and iVIusicPad, Symbol designing, zoom edit 

plus many more features. 



NEW 



MusicPad 

The ideal Musician's Notepad 



///// ///// 

The Composer's Pen II 




• Prints up to 4 staves 

• Any key signature 
■ Any time signature 



■ Prints song words 

■ Easy transposition 

• Simple, dear instructions 



A must for musicians of all ages 

Send for details & 
sample printouts 



Compos it Software Dept 86, 

FREEPOST 

10 Leasowe Green, Lishtmoor, 

Telford, Shropsfiire TF4 3BR 



"The ability of the program to handle even 
the most complex musical layouts is 
s tagger ing ...Unreservedly recommended. 
New Computer Express. 
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Features include>-l, 

• Up to 99 staves 

* Up to 20 note chords 

* 9 octave pitch range 

* Any number - tuplets 

• Seven clefs 

• Transposition 

Teleplione orders v^elcome: 

0952 595436 Q 



mil 






[• «i 



• Comprehensive beaming and flagging 

• Full control of note and stave spacing 

• Text and standard music symbols 

• 'Cut and paste' music 

• Print the score and the parts 

• Clear manual written by a musician 

Cheques payable to Composrt Software 
VISA 



The 8000+ Collecfion 

The guide on oil you need to know 

about the PCW. The best tips 

from 3 years of 8000+. 

A book and disk for only £1 5.00. 




CORPORATE 



New Kempston Mouse 

An ergononiic, 2 bvlton mouse with Jeeves 
and Datalax software. Jeeves runs with 
most CP/M programs, provi^ting icons and 
accessories. E^irtalax is on organiser thirl 
generates filofax compatible print-outs. 
Mouse and seftware for on[y £59.00 



EDUCATIONAL, CORPORATE, OR VOLUME PURCHASERS PLEASE CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 
FREE DELIVERY (UK MAINLAND) • ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 




PCW ADD-ONS 

FD7 PCW External 5,25- Driire 


£139.00 


FD4 1Mb Drive 


£115.00 


[SeiondDiskDnvelDr the 8256/951 2) 
Amslriid RS232 (eniranks Interfoie 


£45.00 


PCW 8256/85] 2 Memory Upqrade 


£P.O.A. 


RSC PCW Prinler/PDwer Extension 8256/8512 
95 12 Printer Extension 


£11,00 
£9.00 


3" DISK DRIVE HEAD CLUNER 

The Clearhend 


£6.50 



EIISKS 

Why lake thontK with inferior disks, biry the best lor your 
PCW, use Amsofi CF-2 disks. Fully Guoronleed. 

Quantity Cost per box of 10 
10 £21.50 M £21.00 

30 




DISK STORAGE BOXES 



£20.50 40 



AMSlOKeach) 
AMStOL(x2)_ 
AMS10l(x3}_ 
£20.00 AMS30L(e(i[h) 



_£5.50 
£10.0Q 
£13.00 
£9.50 




£440.00 

£550.00 
£930,00 



Ffil5132Col_ 

XB24-1080Cd 

XB2415132Cal 



.£420.00 

.£420.00 

£535.00 



m 



PANASONK 



1^200 80 Col 
F6+ BO Col _ 
P7+132Col 



.£265,00 
£429,00 
£545.00 



£150,00 
£189,00 
£189,00 
£289,00 
£3BS.OO 
£299.00 
£365,00 
£320,00 
£265,00 
£320.00 



KX-P118080Col_ 
KK-P1124 90Col_ 
KXP1540I36COI 
OP10BlBOCol_ 
KX-P1592i36Col_ 
KX-P 1595 136 Col 



.£145,00 

.£245,00 

.£440,00 

£139,00 

£275.00 

£375,00 



AMSTRAD 



LQ350fl 80 Col _ 
LQ500DII36Cal 



_ £209,00 
£295.00 




PRINTER ACCESSORIES 



PRIHTIR PAPER 

80 Column listing paper per box 

!rx9,5" 1 Purl Ploin 609sni 2,000 

irx9,5' 1 Pari Pbin BOgsra 2,000 

irx9,5" 2 Pott NCR 1,000 

A4 1 Port Ploin 70gsnr 2,000^ 

M 1 Port Plain 909sni 1 ,500 



1 32 Column listing paper per box 

1 nliS 1 Port Ploin 60gsni 2,000 

1 rxl4,5- 1 Pnri M/lRule 60gsni 2,000 



£13.50 

£19.00 

.£21.50 

.£39,00 

.£18,50 

.£17,00 
£17.50 



IIFW«F9512SHEfl FEEDER 
At lost quality sheet feeder For the Amslrnd 951 2. A voluable 
odditon to your 9512 printer, Intludes modified software. 
RSC SPECIAL tNTRODUnORY PRICE £69 00 



PCW 951 2 RIBBONS 
Mullistrike 



MARGIN MAKER 

A single sfieel guide for ihe PCW 8256 & 8512 £9.10 

9512 SINGLE SHEET GUIDE 
RSC SPECIAL PRICE £14,95 



QT2 

QI5 

QT 10 (or mors) 



fobfit 



0T2 
OTS 



PCW RIB80N5(Min order 2's) 



_£3.3Seoch 
.£3,15 each 
.£3,00 each 

.£2,25 eoih 
£2.00 eoth 
£l.7Seoth 



AMSTMO PCW PRINTER 6(AINTENANCE KIT 
For B256/8512, removes dirt end ink deposits lo maintain 
maximum print guuntity, RSC PRICE £14,00 



QT2 

QT5 

QT 10 (or more) 

PCW Multisirike Ribbons 

PCW Colour Ribbons (Blue/Brown/Red/Green) 
Ribbons available for most other printers. 



.£4,00 each 
.£3.50 eoch 
.£3.00 Mih 
.£5.00 eath 
£5.00 eoth 



D1 1 (or morel 

For Doisywfteel Printers Only 

9512 Colour Ribbons Blue/Brown/Red/Green £5,00 each 

PCWDAISWHEELS 
Courier 10 Stript 120 rotor 10 Recto 10 Thesis fS Prestige Elite 
12 Letter Gothic, 10/12, Prestige, Piro, Mini, Golhit, 

qIIoI £5.25eoch 

Some available in French & Germon a! £9.50 each 



Telephone: (0923) 243301. E&OE 



HANDHELD COMPUTERS 



HARD DISK DRIVES 



PSION ORGANISERS 



.^^ 


1 


m. -caM 1 


H^pP 


Psion Oi(]f)nise[ II XP 


£89.00 


Nort PortaUe Printer 


£169.00 


Psion LZMK ROM. 32KKAM 


£125.00 



P»DnO64MKR0M,64KRAM 



£155.00 



ATARI PORTFOLIO 
Tbe imallesl, lightest, theopest MS-DOS portable in the wodd. 
RSC UNBEATABLE OFfER £199.00 



ATARI PORTFOLIO ADD - CHS 



Serial Interlace 

Pprnllel Interfnte 

Memory Expansior\ to i40K 
12/64/1 28 RAM lotik^ 



_ £50.00 

_ £34.00 

£150.00 



£4Z.00/E75.00/£1 10.00 



ADD-ONS AVAIUBLE- PLEASE CAli 




NEW RSC HARD DISK DRIVE 
For use on Amstrod PCW 8256/8512/9512. Avoilobke in tliree 
sizes - 32, 48 ons 1 00 Mb. Very fost ocress time - 28ms 
nioximum, with o trmk to trad time of Bms. Die SSC drive Mil 
duplicate o 1Mb File in under a minute - mort tlion twice as lost 
OS ony other hard disk system for the PCWI 1 00^ compatible 
with Locosrript 2 and oil stondord CP/M progtoms. The only 
autoboot system avoiloble - no floppies needed. 




RSC SPECIAL PRICE 



ECAL. 



SOFTWARE 


RSC SELEQED SOFTWARE 
GRAPHICS 

Micro Design II 


£39.00 


Mosteroack 


£52.00 


Mosteronint 


£12.00 


Uosterscan 


£45.00 


Desk Top Publisher 


£1S,00 


Desk Too Publisher with AMX mouse 
StoD Press 


£54.00 
£29.00 


Stop Press wtb AMX mouse 
Fleet Street Editor Plus 


£65.00 
£29,00 


GENERAL 

Mini Office Professkinol Oriainol 


£24.00 



|9512&Duoi Drive SOOO Series) 
Soge Chit Chot 



Snge Chit Chat with Linnet Modem . 

EasyLnbellef 

Rotate 



AMX Mouse & Desktop Utilities _ 



ACCOUNTS 



£69.00 



Soge Accounts 

Sage Accountant Plus 

Sage Invoicing 

Sage Payroll 

Stock morket 

Money Manager 

Sage Retrieve 

Master File 8000 _ 

Dbosell 

Locafile 



DATABASES 



£205.00 

_£21.0fl 

_£16.00 

£47.00 



. £56.00 
£88.00 
£40.00 
£40.00 
£25.00 

.£32.00 

£40.00 
£28.00 
£42.00 
£25.00 



WORDPROCESSING 



Protex 

Lotoscript2 

Locascript2wfthLo(ospell? 

IcKospell 2 

Lore moil 1 & 2 

locofont 1 

Locofoni 2 



New-Word II 

Spelkhecker & Thesaurus 



SPREADSHEETS 



£33.00 

£20.00 

£27.00 

_ £16.00 

.£25.00 

El 6.00 

'£12.00 

£42.00 

E!4,50 



SuDertok 2 


E35,00 


Crocker II (Turbol RSC Specktl Price 


£35,00 




TlwSDDOCollettiM- £15.00 



GENERAL ACCESSORIES 



use 121AX{YB0ARD STORAGE DMW 
The RSC E2U keyboord storage draw feotures a sturiiy steel & 
plastic construction. A PC keyboard locotes in the tray which con 
be safely tucked out of sight when not in use. Saves space Dn 
your de^top S provides protection Icont dust S dirt, CPU & 
monitor stork on top. 
RSC PRICE £27.00 



FACSIMILE 



NEWAnistrodFX9600TF<i)<. 

NEW Brother Fox-ISO 

NEW Dialotron Foxlink 



£535.00 
£499.00 

£70.00 




Amstrad FX9600T + Foxlink . 
Brother Fox-1 50 + Foxlink 



£600.00 
£564.00 



GAMES 


RSC TOP 10 GAMES 

Arnhem 


£14.00 


Brian Clough's Football 
Bridge Hayer 2000 




£10.00 
£15.00 


Classic Games 4 




£12.00 


Gock Chess '89 




£12.00 


PCW Chollenqe 




£10.00 


Steve Davis Snooker 




£12.00 


Time ond Mooic 




£10.00 


loircihowk 




£13.00 


Trivial Pursuit 




£12.00 


TUTORIALS 

lonkev crosh course twino 
lankev 2 finaers tvaino 


£16.00 
£16.00 




RSC Limited, 75 Queens Road, Watford WD1 2QN. Fax: (0923) 37946 



Mallard BASIC 



Slave-Driver 

David Gregg continues to get the most out of Mallard BASIC. 
This month: showing your PCW exactly who's boss 



Memo revisited 

If v«i after the final Line oi 
!ahinHwi[h\'MEMOPROC" 
ioic«fRUN"SLAVE"iiis[ead 
of END. whm "MEMO 
PROG" cods, the ^ew pro- 
gnim, "SLAVE" will reslart! 

Ifyimmts^bsl 
monEh':^ iinictc Ehcn [he mo:^i 
cnjckt coflcepi inlTrduced 
involved jnstn^ting a prognun 
to auionwHicaily INPIIT ils 
trijtnjctiom rroni a ^i uf prc- 
vioLLsly wnElen p^sin text 
(ASGlli files. The program 
vais, a ^iinple memunndum 
printer which woukt aLilomati- 
oILv lock fiir and open a di^c 
nJc calleJ AtTOFILE-Mt M 
coffl^irting something like the 
Twltrnvicig: 

Ptl'STEAMJS'AMdhe 
numcji of iht IJIOOU Plus icam ) 
PLLSTEAMJMEM (a memo 
Id goEothe^ people). It 
could ju^ ^s c^^siiiy be Sl¥M- 
BERS^NAMlnanKsofdub 
members) and 

FIXnifiES^MEMialisttjf 
Hxtures 10 go to lliese peapk) 

The program wuuld Lhi:n 
print a cupy of PLUS- 
TEAM.MEMsniillihtTi:mi£^ 
jji Ehc J^AM fite. It wtjuld 
ihcn gp niund agtiin of its own 
^'cord and print a cap>' of 
nXTlllt£!i.M£hftofl[lihe 
MEMBERS of the [cam. 

\sfia: 44 ccmutins a full 
lis1ingandc?i;p]3nalJon oflhk 
ptogT^m imd can be ohtnined 
as A back i^sut.. Yeiu cnji onin 
aoi by Eclcphonin^ Qur 
SoasKclon olTice on 0453 
I4(lil. 



I 



I I citing a computer to do exactly 
% I what you want isn't always the 
^^ easiest thing in the world. Last 
month t promised to show you how to 
design a rather special program using only 
ihe simplest of Mallard BASIC i;ommand.s 
- without so much as a safety net or even a 
No.2 Meccano Set. Let's get going. 

We'll start by writing down a list of 
everything we want our program to tackle. 
I would like to gear it around automati- 
cally running last month's BASIC memo- 
sending program (MEMOPRIXS.BAS). 
Put simply, what this did was to produce a 
run of identical, printed memos (held in an 
ASCII nie called PLUSTEAM.MEM) and 
which said - Ifymi hi ili/n'i ctmiimie i// 
wiirk another sixty hours a week wilhout 
exira pay then you're all fired - for five 
people whose names {held in PLUS- 
TEAM.NAM), bore a stanling similarity 
Lo those of everyone on the HfKMl Plus 
team, I will explain how it's done in such a 
way ihai those of you who have written 
suitable software of your own will be able 
to convert the code to get your own pro- 
grams to run as well. 

1 will require my program to do the 
following things: 

a) LOAD, RUN and INPUT instruc- 
tions to other programs (like 
MEMOPROG.BAS just mentioned) 
on receiving a single command. 

b) Show me. on screen, the contents of 
any file containing either names or a 
message (for example PLUS 
TEAM.NAM and PLUS 



TEAM.MEM) without me having to 
quit the program. It might also be 
helpful to get hold of instant hard 
copy of a text-rde. 
c) Await further orders, at the end of 
each operation, until receiving the 
command END. 
h sounds like something out of a science 
fiction tilm, doesn't it? A 'Master Control 
Program' taking over your computer in 
front of your very eyes and carrying out a 
series of commands involving separately 
written software as if it had a life of its 
own! What's more, you can have It up and 
running in half an hour if you approach its 
construction in a reasonably professional 
manner. 

From tlie top down 

A serious software writer begins by 
attempting to map out the basic structure 
(a word which will soon be embossed 
upon your hearts) of the intended 
program before coding a single line. 
This has tlie important advantage of 
breaking the apparently mammoth task 
into smaller, more manageable fragments 
which can then be tackled and. usually, 
tested one at a time. 

This is the structure of our slave pro- 
gram shown in four sep.irate steps: 



1. 



Initialise; set up Ute memory and 
the few variables required 
Await commands from ihe user 
Parse the latest command and carry it 
out if it makes sense. If not. print a 
rude message. 



4. Go back to step 2 unless command 
END is encountered. 

Not so fearsome -loo king now. is it? You 
can see how confidence-boosting the 
exercise of breaking down program 
structure into small chunks (sometimes 
charmingly known as 'decomposition') 
can be. We could easily take the method a 
stage further by breaking each step down 
into progressively smaller ones until we 
virtually ended up with single lines of 
BASIC code, .'^b.solute txginners at 
software programming are advised to do 
Just thai. 

In this first draft, for example, you 
can see that Step 3 is still not nearly 
detailed enough to code it straight off. So 
let's try 'decomposing' that one. It might 
end up like this, and 1 emphasi.se "might' 
because, in programming, there are 
endless different ways of .sucking cats, or 
do 1 mean swinging eggs',' Anyway: 

3, Parse latest command comes out 
for me as: 

a) Extract first word of command, 

b) Use this to pick the operation to 
carry out. 

c) Extract vital information on the 
file(s) to use, 

d) Execute the operation. 

e) Return to Step 2 for the next thing 
Got the idea? Let's look at how it's done. 

Stringing it together 

The full listing for SLAVE is to be found 
in the box below, so here isjust a relevant 
slice for now. 



DRIVING FORCE 



L 



This, (hen, is rhe program which will get yotir PCW to do 
what you want when you want. The firsi thing it docs is lo 
clear the screen and print its name - .Slave vl.l , Then it 
wants a command, Dim't fcjrget (hat it can imly DISPLAY 
or PRINT files you have already created in RPRD.B.\S or a 
similar plain-text editor; you can even use LocuScript (if 
you make an ASCII file I - in fact any word processor which 
can produce ASCII can be used. You can, of course, change 
the frivolous captions by replacing the contents of each set 
of inverted comtnas with words of your own choice. 

Be extra careful with the bracket,; <) and if yuur pro- 
gram keeps rejecting these lines, check that you haven*"! 
nii.<ised one out or added one too many. 

Good luck with this pn)gram and if youVe stuck and 
keep getting crashes (typing errors will happen) check your 
typing against (he possible mistakes mentioned on the 
Listings Plus pages at the back of the niaga:tine. 



10 REM SLAVE PROGRAM 

20GOSUB 500.REM Step 1: Initialisation 

30 GOSUB 750;REM Step 2; Await Command 

40 GOSUB IOOO:REM Step 3: The Parser 

50 GOTO 30: REM Step 4:Go back to Step 2 

500 REM INmALiSATION 

,5l0clsS=CHR.'S(27)+CHRS(69>+CHRS(27)+CHRS(72) 

520DIMautome$(100) 

.^¥l RETURN 

750 REM .WAIT COMMAND 

760 PRIINTF cjsS 

770 PRINT'SLAVE v l,r':PRlNT 

780 INPUrWHAT IS YOUR WILL MASTER? ".commands 

790 commandS=UPPERS(comm,indSj 

800 RETURN 

mm REM THE PARSER 

1010 lFcommandS=" 'THEN coinmandS="NOTHlNG":G0T0 1070 

1020 IF eimimatidS="END" THEN PRINT clsS:END 
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Mallard BASIC, 



100« REM PARSKR ROUTINE 

Using REMark slatements is excellent 
progrdmming practice. In six nionihs' time 
you may want to adapt or improve this 
program and you'll have fo[;gonen what 
does what, unless you use REMs (which 
are ignored by BASIC while running) to 
remind you. 

The next two lines (1010 and 1020) 
trap the END command and blank entries 
(seen as two " "s with a space in the mid- 
dle), hut our primary aim tor Step 3a is to 
extract the fiRt word of the command such 
as MEMO PLVSTEAM.NAM WITH 
FLUSTEAM.MEM. Now brace your- 
selves, leaders, part of line 10,10 reads: 

firstwoi^$=LEFT$tc«mmand$,aNSTR( 
commands," ")-!» 

Pardon? 

This is your fct lesson in the way you can 
combine several BASIC functions and 
operators into a single, special function of 
your very own. Let's take it apart: first- 
wordS is the 'variable name' we are going 
to u.se for the tirst word of the command 
(in this example it would be MEMO). The 
computer lias just been given ibis and has 
stored it as the variable commands. The $ 
sign tacked unto a variable name tells 
BASIC that this is a 'string variable' and. 
hence, can contain alphanumeric charac- 
ters (nomially just letters and spaces but 
sometimes numbers too, provided they are 
not to be calculated). 

Search party 

LEFTS might look like a variable but is, 
in fact, a built-in BASIC function the 
details of which you will find in the 
Mallard manual. Basically, LKFrS takes a 
su-ing variable and extracts the number 
of characters required from its leflhand 
side, hence the name. It will tie no great 
surprise, accordingly, to discover that 
lunctitins called RIGHTS for the 
right-hand side and MID$ for the middle 
exist too; you will find that I have made 
use of them in my full li.sting. 

INSTR (which stands for 'in siring') 
is another BASIC function which produces 
a number. This is the position of a particu- 
lar 'search-string' (such as the letter 'A') in 
a whole string variable (such as plAnt$), 



countijig from the left. In our program. 
INSTR will search for the first occurrence 
of a space (seen as '* ") in cummaiid$ and 
will tell us where it is. We then use that 
number to tell LEFT$ how many charac- 
ters to read. 

-1 reduces this number of characters 
by one. If we didn't do this, then LEFTS 
would read the space as well. 

Hopefully, you can now understant! 
what we've done! Translated, with the 
BASIC functions written in capital letters, 
the line reads: 

flrstwor<J$=THE LEKI' HAND SIDE 
OF commands UP TO BUT NOT 
INCLUDIN(; the position «f Ihc first 
space 

and so if commands was PRINT GER- 
BILS.MEM then firstwordS would be 
"PRINT". 

Look carefully at my use of brackets 
( ). Some of them are not actually essential 
to making BASIC understand you but they 
serve to 'bracket off" complicated sections 
of the ctxle into manageable chunks. The 
brackets around I NSTR( commands," "l-l, 
for instance, remind you that the number 
of letters you require LEFTS to extract is 
equal to the position of the first space in 
commands less one. In this way you can 
be in no doubt, nor can BASIC, as to 
where that -I is to be taken from. 

Gosub yourself 

That was Step 3a completed. Step 3b is 
far easier to follow at first sight. It is 
merely an index of possible contents for 
RrsrwordS and tells the computer what is 
to be done when it finds a 'inatch': 

1040 IF firstwordS="PRINT"THEN 

GOSUB mm 

lOSn IF nrstwordS="DlSPLAy"THEN 

GOSUB 2S0O 

1060 IF nrstword$="MElVK»" THEN 

GOSUB 3(MKI 

GOSUB is a 'command' which tells the 
progranr to jump to the line number 
referred to and follow the instructions 
from there on until it meets a line saying 
RETURN. !t then 'returns' to the state- 
ment following the GOSUB. This is called 
a 'Sub-Routine*. 

You can see the code for each of the 



options which deal with Steps 3c and 3d. 
in the full listing. The "MEMO" option 
writes the AUTOFILE entries and then 
runs "MEMOPROGBAS" from last 
month. The others behave as descritied 
earlier in the article. 

But what happens if none of these 
commands or options match up? Shock, 
horror! We must make provision for this 
since, at any time, the clumsy and ham- 
fisted user (you again, I'm afraid) might 
type in "MUMO" instead of "MEMO" 
and seriously upset the software. Stopping 
this is called error trapping. For the 
moment, however, we can cover ourselves 
by making the last line of the parser a 
coded version of the English statement: 
"If none of these match, dren scream 
and shout and tnake the user enter another, 
correct, command." 

1070 print CHRS(7);"I DON'T 

UNDERSTAND HOW TO ";com- 

mandS: " MASTER!" 

1080 FOR x=l TO 2S0O:NEXT 

x:RETURN 

Line 1070 beeps and puts a message onto 
the screen. Line lOKO pauses as the com- 
puter counts from 1 to 2500, long enough 
for the operator to read the message before 
returning to the initial question. 

However, we must en Slue that no 
'correct' command ever reaches this line 
of code or the program will appear not to 
understand it either. Look at the full list- 
ing. You will see that the parser is in fact a 
sub-routine itself. To clarify the program's 
sirucluruig and decomposition, we could 
write the actual parsing lines which would 
normally appear like this - 

1040 IF nrstwordS="PRINT' THEN 
GOSUB 20O0:RETURN 

in Lnglish, like this: 

"If this is a match then GOSUB TO 
PRINTING and THEN RETURN TO 
WHERE YOU CAME FROM" 

The reason for using a parser is to ensure 
that every correct command gets processed 
and returns normally. The ones that don'i 
appear in the index will end up going all 
the way down to its last line and fall into 
our 'error trap'. Now it's time to type in 
the program below. % 



■tOWlFINSTRlconimandS." ")THEN firstword$=LEFTS(commandS, 
(INSTRfcommandS," ")-!)) 

1040 IF rirstwordS='TRINT' THEN GOSUB 2()00:RETURN 
1050 IF fii^twoTdS="DlSPLAY" THEN GOSUB 25m :RETURN 
1060 IF rirstwordS='"MEMO"THEN GOSUB 3fflK>:RETURN 
1070 PRINT CHRS(7);"I DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW TO "xuni- 
matidS:" MASTER! " 
1080 FOR x=l TO 2.'i0U:NEXT )i:RETURN 
2000 REM PRINT ROUTINE 

201 printfiIe$=RIGHT$(command$,(LEN(coInmandS)■LEN(flrst- 
wordS)-l)) 

2020 IF FINDS(piintfilcS)=" " THEN PRINT 202 1 ELSE 2040 

2021 PRINT CHRS(7); "NO SUCH FILE!"; 
mm FOR x=l TO 2500:NEXT x; RETURN 
2040 OPEN '■r.l.printfileS 

2050 WHILE NOT EOFd) 

20.'»l LINE INPUT fli,entiyS:LMl[NT«>try$:WEND 

2060 CLOSES I 
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2070 RETURN 

2500 REM DISPLAY ROUTINE 

25 10 displayfileS =RlGHTS(coramandS,(LEN(cDmmandS)-LEN(fli5t- 

word$)-l)) 

2520IFFINDS{displayfilcE)=""'niEN 2521 ELSE 2530 

2521 PRINT CHRS(7)rN0 SUCH RLE!": 

2522 FOR x= I TO 25fXl:NEXT xtRETURN 
2530 PRINT clsS:D]SPLAY displayfileS 
2540 PR1NT:INPUT'PRESS [RETURN| TO CONTINUE ",8$ 
2550 RETURN 

3000 RElvI SETS UP AND RUNS MEMOPROG.BAS 
.1010 REM YOU NEED LAST MONTH'S LISTING FOR THIS 
3020 OPEN *-0".3,"autofile.mem'' 
3030 PRINT #3,M lDS(ct>mmandS,(lNSTR(comraand$." 
")+ 1 ),[(lNSTR(commandS,"WlTH">- 1 )-(lNSTR(conun!UidS,'' ")+!))) 
.1040 PRI^^' #3,RIGHTS(aimmandS,(LEN(commandS)-(lNSTR ( 
commands , "WTTH") 44))) 
3050 CLOSE #3: RUN "MEMO.BAS" 




Keywords and 
phrases 

Vou will Hiid rtf^reocH to 
ojhfr fthSK. keywords t have 
QUI vet described in the Tull WA- 
in^ E)on't woirif if vou doa'l 
Vjmv! whHt Ihcy du yct^iusl 
lype th«D id! Howe*«r. it^vou 
have the numuul fitr MAL- 
[^KD LhcD wiiv nor Inckk them 
HP and ^tat if ynu i^in under- 
^luHJ buw I've mudc use uf 
them. Thk b the Hrst step 
towards wriliug mnre ambi- 
tious prngraitw nf >our awn. 





Command per- 
formance 

Once yuu huvi: iIk ^gr^im 
nmnmg, save it m ASGI fcnm 
in Ehc folluwi]!^ cmmner: 
SAVE"SLAVE.BAS',a 
To ic^l each rnDdLLtCs typcr this 
al (he " Whal is youf wish „/ 



DISPLAVSl^VRBASfor 
the dUplay nHtddc, 
PRINT SLAVE.BAS 

[ tofihe PRINT fflfidttle. 

\ \S you hiivf biji irionEhV pro- 

• gnim you can qIsa lype 
MEMOPLUSTEAM.NAM 
WrrHPLUSTTiAM.MEM 
DtHj'i forgri the WITH and the 
sfUKcs between each word. 

i\ Orice eE's all Dk you can Stan 

Imodilyinf iE to :;uil yourovi^n 
needs. Gc«d luck and good 
progimmning. 
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Big Spender 

Learn how to finance those big expenses in your life with a little help 
from Tony Hart and Mini Office Professional's spreadsheet 
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Safety 
back-up 

\ Hfflild stftin^)' r(^»ntRKnd 
thul >ou "isie thtr ^prvadshtrel 
al r^ular mkrviils a^ \m 
progr^^ thmuKh Ihe ^l-up. 
TH([Al.Tl/|lt.-|minntiaH 
Sive" command in Mini-OfTicc 
will autumaUcallv brinji iihj 
hack lu the Kdfl srrctn aflf r 
the ^c«i has httn >aivtd. 



ii down and have a think. What can 
you see your biggest financial outlay 
being in the near to mid-term 
future? Say you're nftecn: you might like 
to be the owner of a fiLst car by the time 
you reach the grand old age of eighteen. 
Wouldn'! it be good if you could work oui 
exactly how much money you need to put 
away between now and then, in anlicipa- 
lion of the big day? 

If you're thirty-five, you may wish to 
send your very bright twelve year old to 
university when the lime comes. Do you 
know what the annual cost will be'.' And 
how mucli do you need lo start saving now 
10 be able to cover that five-year expense'.' 

Whichever scenario is the most in 
keeping with your personal set of circum- 
stance.';, you can be sure of two things: it's 
going to cost a kit of money and you are 
going to need the lime to prepare for it. 

Picture, if you will ... 

Lets use the example of the bright kid 



going 10 university. Currenlly. in 1990, she 
is twelve years old; she will go to univer- 
sity in seven years' time in l<W6 when 
she's 19, That will cost about £400(1 a 
year, every year, for the next five. Then 
there's inflation at an average of 9% p a. 

The question is: "How much should 1 
.start saving per month now. and ciury on 
saving, through to the end of her five-year 
university education, in order to fund the 
£4000-plus expense of each year T' 

To be realistic, you'll afso need to 
take into account the inflation rale over the 
whole period. Tliis will affect saving and 
spending patterns in two ways: firstly, 
inflation will increase saving capacity dur- 
ing the years prior lo the spending, provid- 
ing, of course, that your salary keeps in 
line with it! Secondly, it will generate an 
annual increase in costs over the five years 
at university. 

Additionally (and this is better news) 
you'll need to throw interest rates into the 
pot because that will significantly increa.sc 
savings, providing you invest your money 



Initial investment forecasts ... and setting them up 




I. In grapliif tlclail. the invcslmeni which might be lequiitd to sond 
;i 12 )L-Lirtilil to ijnivon.i(y' for five vears. L-ommencini! in IW6 



. Tins prapli, on the oilier hand, represents the annual savings you 
would he n;qtiired to make in ordiir to tneel the expense 




3- 1Vpc strings of text inio the awailinj and, as yet, blank spreadsheet 4. Entering calculations into the first row is the harde,sl part; but onee 
using Mini Office's lALfl/lS) command you've done Ihat, just copy the forniulue into saccetsive rows 
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in a Building Society or similitr. 

What can a spreadsheet do? 

Given that period of grace before you have 
to start shelling out big numbers in pound 
notes, this article will show how to build a 
simple little spreadsheet which will model 
or project savings to prepare for that future 
expense. The expense can be over a period 
of time, like private school fees or sup- 
porting a son or daughter through univer- 
sity; it could even be a one-off outlay like 
a posh car. 

A spreadsheet will: 

1 ) Indicate the monthly savings needed 
from year I until the end of the spending 
period while allowing for inflation and 
interest rates. 

2) Allow you to vary the interest or infla- 
tion nites to give the model a very realistic 
projection over the term of the saving and 
expenditure. 

3) Allow you to alter the amount or dura- 
tion of expenditure and of monthly savings 
lo see how one affects the other. 

The main idea is to project savings against 
expense, so that at the end of the total 
(K:riod nothing will be owed or saved. 

Take a loak at the first scree nshol. 
This shows, graphically, an example of 
investing for a university education fora 
bfjy or girl who is twelve now and who 
would start university in 1996 and study 
for 5 years. The figure shows the total sav- 
ings needed over the 10 years from 1990 
to 2000; that will cover an annual expense 
of 3500 starting in 1996 for five years. 

You'll see that the expense starts to 
eat into the ongoing savings each year 
until the final year when the savings run 
out and the expense finishes; the balance 
becomes zero. 

The second screenshot takes the 
explanation one step further to show the 
annual savings required each year. Note 
how the amount saved each year increases 
due lo inflation. 

Getting started 

You need your PCW and Mini Office's 
spreadsheet. You need to know in which 
years the expense begins and finishes, the 
annual amount and a few other bits and 
pieces like interest and inflation rates ■ 
which this article will provide. 

After a little while, you will end up 
with a financial investment model in 
which monthly savings, imeicsl rates, 
years of expense and inflation rates can be 
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varied in order lo plan ihal long-term sav- 
ing for ihe fuiure expense. 

In the meantime, load the spread- 
sheet. A blank spreadsheet will be dis- 
played with the raw and column numbers 
shown, ready for you lo enter text, num- 
bers and simple calculations. 

Laying out the sheet 

This is the easy bit! It's also the bit thai 
structures the spreadsheet since this is 
where ihe basic columns and rows are laid 
cfown. (See screenshot 3). All the entries 
for this part are text or text siring entries 
and arc entered by simply typing in the 
text or by typing in "strings" of text using 
the [ALT]/[St command. 

For example, lo enter the tide of the 
sheet, do the following: a) move the cursor 
to cell D2 (column D, row 2) using the 
arrow keys, b) Press [ALTj and |S| simul- 
taneously. TTie cursor will now move 
automatically to the top, left-hand 
data-entry cell ready for the text siring to 
be etitered. c) Type in "Investing for the 
Fului^" and press [ENTER). Your title 
will now appear in cells D2 to F2. The 
rest of the text entries are entered by 
simply positioning Ihe cursor al the 
relevant cell and then typing in the text. 
You don't need to use the [ALTJ/ISJ 
command. 

The first row 

The next step in preparing the sheet is to 
enter the numhers and calculations for the 
first row. Once this row has beeir entered, 
we siinply copy it later - numtiers. calcu- 
lations and all - to the other rows. 
Enter the numbers into the tells as fol- 
lows :- 

Oil Knter IJescription 

Bin 9 '-AnnitallnE!Kate(%) 

FIfl 12 "Annual Inl kale" I %l 

The remaining cells are those cells with 
calculations in them. They are entered 
using the 1ALT|/[F], enter formula com- 
mand. For example, to enter the formula to 
calculate the interest gained on a year's 
savings. The following steps are taken: 

a) Cursor to cell GIO 

b) Press [ALT) and |F] simultaneously 
c)Enter"(CI0+EI0)*F10/l()0 

that is, slan savings + this year's savings + 
inleresl on U)lh, Now enter all the other 
formulae using the {ALT|/[F| command as 
in the table below. 



Mini Office 

Projecting realistic interest and inflation rates onto the model 




5. The univetsity itivesunenl model showing prospective saving.* and 
expendituiE from ihc piEseni day to the year 2UO0 



6. Enlioduciiig current imerestand inflation rates throughout the 
model. Here's whut they looked like over the past tea years 




7. Here's the way I sec those inletest and inflation rales looking over 
Ihe asM ten yeais ... 



S. Now, 3p[>ly \t\ose rates to the spreadsheet model by entering the 
values in columns B, Inflation and F and tmeicst 
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Title 


Knter 


Description 


VI» 


Year 


A9+1 


last vear + 1 


(ill 


Savings B/lv\d 


.\<i 


Last total savings 


nto 


Miijiihly savings 


l)9+I)9*Bin/lD0 


savings + inllation 


KID 


"^'eariv savings 


Din 2 


monfhly savings \ 12 


HID 


End Year .Savings 


CIW+KIO+UIO 


Slart+Year .savinp+Int 


im 


Yearly ejipen.se 


W*I9*IU1I/I(HI 


last vear',s + tnll'n. 


.110 


Total savings 


H 1(1-110 


saving - e\pense 



Note how the formulae in cells 
AlO.ClO. DIO. IlDandJIOallusea 
"dummy" cell from the blank row J. Tlic 
first row, and Ihe hard bit. is now com- 
pleted (.see screen 4) and ready to copy to 
Ihe other rows. 

Like many spreadsheets, this particu- 
liu "sheet" carries out ihe same calcula- 



tions on different values on different rows. 
Since the calculations are the same and the 
values, like inflation or interest rates are 
easy to enter, then we end up with a very 
easy to use spreadsheet. 

Copying the other rows 

For now we'll assume that interest and 
inflation rates will remain constant and 
copy them with the calculations into all the 
other rows. The number of rows depends 
upon the elapsed time between savings 
starling and expenditure finishing. For our 
example we'll continue to use Ihe fuiure 
university expense and will therefore need 
to copy an extra ten rows. i.e. the year^ 
1991 through 2()0(). So, a) 

Position the cursor on the row to be 
copied and press [COPY] 

b) Press [RJ lo select a row copy 

c) Move the cursor down one to the 
blank row underneath and select [R] 
for a relative copy. 

Mini -Office will then make a copy of 

the first row into the 

row indicated and 
will aulomalically 
adjust Ihe cell calcu- 
lations to work on 
Ibis new row and not 
the one being copied. 

Making the 
sheet work 

Firstly, enter the starting calendar year 
which, in the example we're working with, 
will he 1990 in cell A 10. "When you've 
done this the sheet will automatically 
update Ihe following years. 

Secondly, enter the first year's spend- 
ing. This will be the first year's university 
cost of living expense in 1996. So enter 



"40OO" in cell 116. The sheel will automat- 
ically enter the values for the following 
years and will allow for inflation. 

Finally, enter a monthly saving figure 
which will result in the last year's total 
savings reducing to. or near to. zero. In our 
example this is £75. So enter "75" in cell 
DIO. Again the sheet will automatically 
enter the following monthly .savings fig- 
ures allowing for uiflation. 

If necessary, press |D| to update the 
spreadsheet and you'll see the 10 year 
model of savings and expenditure from 
1990 ihrough to the year 2000. See 
screenshol 5. The real benefits of a spread- 
sheet can now be applied. "Why? Because 
the variables in ihe sheet can be altered 
and seconds later another model will be 
laid out before your eyes. 

To take advantage of this feature, and 
to add more realism to Ihe model, a projec- 
tion of actual inllalion and interest rates 
will be entered. But don't forget! The 
objective of this model is to change a vari- 
able, like the expected expense, then to 
change the monthly savings so that the 
residual "Total savings" in the last year is 
as near lo j^ero as possible. Introducing 
real interest and inflation rates rather than 
have today's rates applying throughout the 
eleven year period it would make sense to 
to try to project the actual rates into the 
model. To do this let's look at these rates 
over the past ten years. See .screen f>. 

To project these over the next ten 
years we'll simply smooth the graph, 
change the dates and apply a bit of gut 
feeling about the way the British economy 
will perform in the next ten years - see 
screenshol 7. Now, apply these realistic 
rates to the spreadsheet model by entering 
the values in columns B, Inflation and F, 
Intetesi, (Sec screenshol number 8.) • 



Special savers 

Tlis irtklt uses a hiriy sta- 
ple model based on ioleresl 
rate; yoo'd |;et at the local 
building socEet. However, 
Ibere art other saving ubtmes 
whkh art parlkulariv 
directed at the longeMerm 
saver. John Moors' last bod- 
get, nimmonl]' known as Ibe 
s»vtfs' budgei, also inln>- 
dund "TLSSA" ITai Eiempl 
Special Savings Account S, a 
five-year bank or butldJF^ 
society invest m«tl whiefc 
allOTS inletest to toU up iritb- 
oul deduction of lai. TFiSA 
lakes otr in IWl. 
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Speakeasy 

A programmer's lot is not a simple one. David Wilson explains the roles 
which tact, diplomacy and public relations play in the job 
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Just for a moment take a 
breath, pause and imagine that 
you've buili, and then sold, a 
nuge house of cards. Three months 
later, your client comes back and 
asks you to add half-a-dozen extra 
cards. No problem, you may 
think - but you can't just put them 
on top; you have to put them where 
your client wants Ihem to go, and 
your convenience is the least of 
their concerns ... 

Now pause once again and, this 
time, imagine that you've written 
one of those vast, historical sagas 
vihkh your great-grandfather used to 
read. All the characters are related to 
one another, and, on top of the writ- 
ing, you've gone to a lot of trouble 
to draw up a family tree. At a late 
stage, say the Friday before that 
weekend in which you have decided 
to visit your rich uncle in the 
Algarve at his expense, your publisher air- 
ily commands you to put in three new 
chaiacters - by next Monday morning ... 

Rugue to ruin 

Of course, no sensible person would put 
up with this .sort of thing for a moment, so 
it won't suiprise you to hear that it hap- 
pens to computer programmers every day 
of the week. And it's all our own fault! 
We're a supercilious lot. The first thing we 
learn is how to make our customers feel 
inferior - this is all very pleasant, but the 
corollary is that they think we can work 
miracles. I'm going to inflicl a bit of jar- 
gon on you now, so wake up and pay 
attention. 

A program written in a high-level 
language, one which uses nearly recognis- 
able words such as IF and WHILE rather 
than using machine code, languages like 
C, Pascal or BASIC, will usually contain a 
Im'ge number of variables'. 

If the programmer has been well 
brought up, these variables have meaning- 
ful names, like Adtir«is_Of Customer or 
VAT_.Sulii()tal, but self-employed hackers 
with arthritic typing fingers tend to prefer 
'\' and 'y' or 'x$' and 'y$'. Unfortunately, 
this poses mneumonic problems - not just 
six months later, but .sometimes even 
before you get to the end of the line of 
code you're writing. 

I try to maintain some sort of system 
- 1 use i% for all main loop variables, 
with j% for inner loops, t% for returns 




David Wilson, "A pnjgninimci tias to liice the lait ttint his pr> 
gwi)!! UK going tg Ritiiiuain a thriving papuktioD of bugs." 

from Jetsam functions, and so on - but my 
fundamental la/iness has caused some 
wonderful crashes. Tlie most dangerous 
pans of a big program are the ones that are 
used least frequently: when invoices sud- 
denly Stan printing out in double-spaced 
italics, I know that it is lime to start look- 
ing in ihe darker, more dusty comers of 
the program for a 'rogue variable.' 

An even more humiliating disaster 
can be caused by 'self-incrementing' vari- 
ables. Suppose the program displays 
selected customer accounts, and totals the 
amounts shown. Somewhere there's going 
to be an instruction like sum!=sum! + 
disp!, and it's just remotely possible for 
the careless programmer to forget to return 
sum! to zero before the variable is used in 
another part of the program ... , 

Normally, Uiere's no excuse for let- 
ting a blimder like this get through to your 
client, but it can sometimes happen if 
you've added a feature to an existing pro- 
gram, in the good old days at Le Mans, 
when each car had a mechanic on board as 
well as a driver, repaid and adjustments 
would sometimes be carried out while 
roaring down the Mulsanne Straight - 1 am 
bcginniitg to understand what that must 
have been like. 

The bug-hunter 

You might think that nothing would be 
easier than to check a program for errors. 
Why not just put it through its paces 
before delivery'.' Test all its functions and 



features, and you can't go wrong. 
Well, [ once started to work out the 
number of different pathways thai 
could be followed through one of 
my simpler program suites, but ver- 
tigo soon made me give up. Luckily 
for all of us, the Star Wars defence 
system will now never be installed 
- the main control computers would 
have required at least ten million 
lines of program code. Even if I'd 
had a whole weekend free, I 
wouldn't have relished debugging 
that lot. 

A programmer has to face the 
fact that his programs are going to 
maintain a thriving population of 
bugs, in the same way that a doctor 
has to accept that some of his 
patients are going to die, and the 
challenge is the same: how do you 
maintain the aura of competence 
which is part of your stock-in-ffade'.' 
It's always tempting to spin a web of 
jargon to excuse a blunder (especially 
when you have a well-founded belief that 
it's all the client'.s fault really), but I only 
do it on rare occasions. The main reason 
for this is that my clients have rather more 
knowledge and experiejice of the brave 
world of free enterprise than I have, and 
can spot a snow job a mile off. 

Miracle worker 

You might get away with blinding them 
with science once, but their waffle detec- 
tors are then put on permanent alert- Tell 
them the truth, on the other hand, and 
they'll almost always understand and for- 
give. A good move, I always find, is to let 
my client see the listing of Ihe program, 
and pretend to think that he knows just a 
little bit more about the computer hi;; than 
he actually dews. The wise programmer 
collaborates with his client rather than dic- 
tating to him. 

Sometimes, of coui^e, the fact that 
my clients are (almost without exceptimi) 
first-time users of computers can work 
against me. In the world of corporate 
mainframe data-processing systems, a 
small change in the program lakes three 
months, and costs an arm and a leg, but 
when I get a frantic 'phone-call, I have 
to go and adjust the program on the spot. 
Do my clients stand open-mouthed in 
amazement as I work high-speed 
miracles for them under warranty? I'll 
leave you to guess ... • 
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FLIPPER 2 PLUS 

and expanded 

memory: 

now you can 

have your cake 

and eat it. 



FLIPPER 2 was quite an 
unusual program. It could split 
your PCW's memory in two, let- 
ting you run LocoScript 2 in one 
half and a CP/M program in ttie 
other. Or it could let you load 
two CP/M programs at once, 
one in each half. It could even 
tackle tricky programs like Mini 
Office and LocoFile. Best of alt it 
could FUP you from one half to 
the other in as little as two sec- 
onds, any time you wanted. And 
it wouldn't lose your place. 

Things have changed since we 
launched FLIPPER 2. Now 
you can buy an SCA or Isenstein 
Ram add-on and double your 
PCW's memory size at a stroke. 
That's why we've brought out 
FLIPPER 2 PLUS. Ttiis Still 
gives you all FLIPPER 2's 



mennory-splitting power, but it 
can handle extra memory as 
well. This means that, with an 
SCA or Isenstein 51 2K add-on 
fitted, FLIPPER 2 PLUS 
can cram two {very nearly) 
full-size 8512s or 9512s into 
one machine. You'll be able to 
load all your LocoScript 2 add- 
ons and dictionaries on one 
side of the machine, and still 
have room for a hefty CP/M 
set-up on the other. With 
power like that on offer, why 
compromise? 



Please send ms FLIPPER 2 HLUS for my: 

□ 8512 □ 9512 r Expanded 8256 
□ I enclose a cheque/postal order for £29.95 
n I enclose my FLIPPER/FLIPPER 2 masterdisk and a 
cheque/postal order for £5.00 

(Pric* IncludH UK poitiga iitKl pMklng, >nii VAT. Plana mik* >l( chwguai piyttilt 10 Sotlwv* 
Im^rsllv*. Sorry. FUPPER doaa mt run on an unaxpaFidad SZS^) 



Name . 



Address 



Postcode . 



Mall tfiis coupon to: Software Imperative, 11 Cfiapel Row, 
Queen Square, Bath, Avon, BA1 1HN 



FLIPPER 2 PLUS: still only £29.95. 



Sottware Imperative. 11 Chapel Row, Queen Square, Bslh, Avon, BA1 IHM, 
proprtetor A.J. Wilton, tsl (0225) 42S31S. PCW Is a trademark of Amstrad pic. CP/M la 
a Iredemerk of Digital Research, LocoScript and LocoFile arre trar^etnarks of 
Locamotlve Sortwais, Mini Oftice ts a tradamaik of Database Sottware, Isanatain Is a 
trademaik ot laansteln Computer Syatams. 




LEISURE SOFTWARE 




"Die pliini^i l^iximawjingarj (!Dcx>in, for sh«n) appears to 
tie dyin^.-and only yuj tiin save HI In F^ift 3 of < Air lw,si- 
sclliiiH ^-fi Doom Trihjiy ynii'il quesiitsn ynur sysit^m ui 
iThK>, discover [he purptwr of tht artt-fatts und wisy 
'.okiirujfS tan exist .so cltise lt> glackrs. Accompanied hy 
ycrtjr trusty rabtu dti^ you'll have lo de-al wilh squjishLt! 
spaceships, renegade robots, slow beings, lime travel. ..in 
f:irt rt whok^ hnst nf fTri[^in:[l Killwoith puazlesi after which 
voLi'll ricMji lir clu' s;inu- artsii- Fack includes free 
hmyf IMM, (J).\sri^{(.T!0.\ KFT'^nd a monster FREI[ 
j^Lime: Hl^Zri/ilX' i'C^' Hl%. H^l2. 9^12. CPC (discJ. II4M 



So you think you could run the economy Ixrtier ihaa 
the Chancellor^ Qlit Af«/f>r et.'onnmy simulaijon g[tme 
VILS CHANCELLORf gives you ihe irhante to tryt Based 
on £1 simplified but in priiiciple correct model of the 
problems qf raisinji; and using money. YE-S 
CHANCELLOR allows you lo !r>' to control inflation, 
[axation, inleresi rate.'?, social serviees, siiike«i. wage 
cEnims, foreign irade, elc. Tlie object of the game is to 
help your party slay in power b>' winning an election 
ever>- Civc years; manage it for flteen and you'll retire 
with a Life Peerage! <Jne of 8(X)0 Plus's recommended 
programs, YES CHANCELLOR Ls wrilten in !ia,sic so that 
you can explore how the program works. iX^W i^256, 
fi5J2, 9512. CPC (tiisc or tape) £14 95 IBM 1^117 SO 
Please aiid£1.00P&P 




CAMTf^'^ 


Lid <^ 


; -;-j^ j^ 


BK =r^.- '.,.:■ 



GLANT KILLER is a maihemaiical adventure game which 
is used in thousands of British and Australian schools and 
is another WM.) Plus BEST HIIY. As Jack • or Jackie - your 
ta.sk Ls to go to market to buy a pig. Yoult be lucky to gel 
one, of course, but if you can handle a calculator and 
map a ma^e you'll end up with a magic bean. Pknt it and 
the rest of Ihe adventure opens up. Puzzles gradualK 
increase in difficulty covering N^aiional Curriculurn 
investigations sui.h as tessellations, prime numbt,■r^, 
topology, time and space, logic, etc. A gn.-at way to give 
your kids und youtself> a maths challenger Suits ages 10 
toGCSE. PCWH256, H5t2. 9512. c:/Y;<rfiscJi,l-i.95. IBM 
PC £17. SO 
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FREEPOST, I Roman Way, 

StUton, Peterborough, PE7 iBR 

Tel: 0733 244682 (24 hours) 

(THEQiE, a<;(:e.ss, ViS.* or nmcial 
ttrdvT- SAP- for fuli tiitilijtii»-' 
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ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

UNBEATABLE PRICES ON CF2 DISKS 

FREE 3" CLEANING KIT WORTH 
OVER £5*00 WITH EVERY ORDER I 



E 



MAXEU J- CfS DISKS (uncased) 



1 



10 X £S0.90perbox 

20 X... £19.90 per box 

30 X £18,90 per box 



C 



AUJKEU r CFS DISKS 0n t^astk tmes) 



1 



10 X £22,95 per box 

20 X £21 .95 per box 

30 X £50, 95 per box 

I PCWPIUNTBt RIBBONS mtARANJUDQUAUJY b 

PCW8S56/8512 

Fabric Nylon £4.30 

Carbon M/S £3.95 

PCW9512 

Fabric Nylon £3.85 

Carbon M/S £3.70 

Goods are despatched some day if in stock. 
Poitage St normsl P.O rates. Access and Visa welcome. 



TEL05163f 7900 
TRADi ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

THINGI COMPUTER AND OFFICE PRODUCTS 

THE BUSINESS CENTRE, 
ClAUGHTON ROAD, BIRKENHEAD U1 AEY 



PCW - PC FLOPPY DISK DRIVE KIT 






Following the release of LocoScript PC, Amstrad PCW users wishing to upgrade to a PC or compatible are asking 
Can I transfer my existing data from my PCW computer to my new PC compatibie? 

THE ANSWER IS YES! 

TII*4ATiC SYSTEMS offer a unique kit wtiicti will allow you to connect a standard Amstrad FD4 second 720K disk drive to your PC 
or compatible and allow transfer of data from the full range of Amstrad CP/M - LocoScript machines. 

The simple to use kit allows you to connect the drive (as if it were a Standard external floppy disk) to most machines that have 
a normal PC type floppy controller and suitable cables. 

If your machine already has its full compliment of floppy disk drives, TIMATIC SYSTEI^S can still help. We can provide a disk 
controller card that will enable connection of a further fourfloppy disks. The card is flexible enough to allow most types of drives 
to be connected, including high density 3 1/2 and 5 1/4, even on a standard PC. 
This includes such machines as the Amstrad 1512/1 640/2086 and most true compatibles. 

Software is provided with all versions of the kit to allow AUTO 1^ ATI C DETECTION of which Amstrad disk format you are reading, 
making the kit very simple to use. The kit will allow you to READ and WRITE files from both CP/M and Locoscript. 

The versions of the kit available are:- 

FD4 board only - FD4 board and Cable kit - FD4 board, cable kit and controller card - FD4 cased drive, inc.cables etc. 

Formats supported by the software provided include:- Amstrad 464, 664, 6128, PCW256, PCW85I2 and PCW95I2 




Timatic Systems Ltd., 7 Palnfierston Business Park, 
Newgate Lane, Fareham, Hampshire, P014 1DJ. 



Fax (0329) 2370S1 for Sales and MasterCard/Visa Orders. 




Case in point 





On a wins and 






a prayer 



Soph 



ie Lankenau dons safari suit and binoculars and journeys into 
deepest Gloucestershire to find the PCW playing an active 
part in one of the most natural habitats of all ... 



c „..-,.„,. 

I T wKen he opened Slimbridge 
1^ Wildfowl aiid Wetlands Trust in 
1946: the centre was intended for conser- 
vation, research, education and recreation. 
Until his death in August last year, he was 
cominitted to ensuring that the trust main- 
tained these responsibilities. The task 
which Sir Peter began was a inassive one, 
and today it is being continued by some 
160 equally dedicated staff - with a small 
force of Amsirad PCWs. 

Sliinbridge is the largest of the eight 
Wildfowl and Wetland centres in the 
United Kingdom. The site comprises 90 
acres of 'collection' (ground given over 
for resident birds), and an additional 1000 
acres of refuge for wild birds. With over 
180 different species present at the trust 
every year, a high level of organisation 
and skill is required to continue vital stud- 
ies of the world's endangered birds. 

Press for action 

Jackie Lefevre controls the reserve s 
Public Relations department. Her job 
entails promoting awareness of both 
Slimbridge itself and of key conservation 
issues. In one working day. contact will be 
tnade with targets as diverse as 
Government ministers and local primary 
schools. To assist her in this task. Jackie 
tias an Amstrad PCW 8256; "When we 
first got the PCW" she commented, "we 
had two imp(jrtant considerations. We are 
a charity, we don't have money coming 
out of our ears, but we still needed to get 
rtur work done in a professional way. The 
I^W is a versatile machine which doesn't 
cost the eanh. It was the best possible tool 
•wailablc to us at the lime." 

When the machines were first 
acquired, up to eight people shared one 
PCW, "It is a godsend that the organisation 
can now afford for me to have one of my 



A small price 

to pay 

The WiWfowl and Wetlands 
Ihist is lixated at Sliinbrid^£, 
Gloucesterslilrt, just ctlT the M5 
nurth of Bristol. The centre is 
open every day of the year 
ticept far Christmas Est and 
thrislma.^ Bay, from 9Jteni to 
S.Mpm. Admission fees are 
fjja For adults l£2.30 for 
(MP's) and £1.70 hirctiildrtn 
tMlweeo the age, of 5 and 16, 
There arc cuneessktnary rates 
for parties of 2n or more. 
Annual membehihip is available 
alfi2.D0foradulLs,andni.lM 
lor families < two diildren and 
tvoadultsh Further details ran 
he oblained hy telephoning the 
UuslunWJ.lSmUJ. 



SWAN SONG 




John Bijiiltr, K'scari'ii .i^M'-i.i;ii. ■ i iif fact thai I cm\ play a irnall pan in helping with 
convervalion and lescmrh is very itnptiftanl io trii*." 



The work carried out at Slimbridge requires 
expert knowledge, .(olin Bttwier is a 27 year old 
re.search lusislanl at tlie trust, aad has a BUc in 
Ecology. Before coming lo Slimbridge in February 
1989. John had been on several CTtpeditions ntth 
Operation Raleigh, "I travelled to Kenya, .Java and 
Seram in Eastern Indonesia to study endangered 
birds. The opportunity of a job at Slimbridge was 
a near-perfecl sva> of continuing the kitid of work 
in which I had become so interested abroad," 

Slimbridge is populated by three varieties of 
swan - the mute swan, natite to Britain, the 
Whooper from Iceland, and the Bewick's swan 
from Siberia, ApproKimately 6fl0 swans visit the 
trust each year - every one of wfiich has to be mon- 
itored by ,lohn and his colleagues, .lohn's working 
day includes taking a 'reglsler' to determine any 
new arrivals, "Every swan which comes to the 
trust Is named, and a drawing of its unique bill 
pattern made. Although that sounds like a difUcult 
task, the swans make it easier for us by forming 



groups - either as families, or just 
male and female partnerships. Also, 
4(!-5(l'ti' of the swans here are return- 
ing birds, who come back year after 
vear to escape the cold weather in 
their native countries. There is a 
female Bewick's swan here called 
Prongy, who has just returned for her 
26th consecutive winter!" 

.Mthough the birds build up a 
high degree of site loyally, they will 
still settle at other reserves, "Every 
week we receive reports of birds that 
have been ringed here, but have turned up elsewhere 
in the UK or Europe. They are often found in the 
Netherlands, where the climate is favourable. We 
have to respond to the reports, checking our records 
against details of the sightings." 

.lohn describes his job at Slimbridge as the ful- 
ITIment of a life long ambition, "The fact that 1 can 
play a small part in helping with conservation and 
research is very important lo me. I have a job which 
allows me lo practice what started out as a hobby. In 
beautiful surroundings and with like-minded peo- 
ple." John is concerned about the future for both 
wildfowl, and wetland habitats, "I would like to .see 
(he kind of '(Sreen" awareness prevelant at the 
moment increasing yet further, not only here in 
Britain, but worldwide. The more we educate people 
about the seriousness of conservation issues, the bet- 
ter it will be. Time is running out - there is already 
very little left to save. We must ensure that existing 
wildfowl is managed in such a way that it is never 
endangered again." 
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Case in point 



READ ALL ABOUT IT 




ID tron^iaie scieivlific detail iiitu somciliing readable." 

Press Officer Jackie Lefevre claims to have had *no 
experience' of Public Relations before coming to 
Slimbridge. A look at her experience in the field of 
conservation, however, makes her one of the most 
ideally suited people for the Job. Jackie has a 
degree in Zoology, and spent two years in Africa 
participating in a project which sought to re-intro- 
duce chimpanzees to the wild. Un returning to 
ICngtand, Jackie became involved with environ- 
mental education, and then in nature conservation 
by Joining her county wildlife trust as Development 
Officer. July 1989 saw her arrival at Slimbridge to 
specialise in conservation PR. 

"The knowledge I have gained over the years 
removes the 'middle man' in the PR process. As 
long as I can find the words to translate scientific 
detail into something readable, then I'm doing my 
job properly. I think that it is vital to know your 
subject -as a charity, you owe it to the public to 



get your facts right, and to be accountable. 
People won't support you financially if they 
don't hear about the work which the trust 
is doing. We're not just breeding flamingos 
here because we want lots of cute flamingos 
- there is a good solid conservation applica- 
tion ofthe work done here to that which 
needs to be done in the wild, and the public 
must be aware of this". 

The Wildfowl and Wetland.-! Trust, 
the British Trust for Ornithology and the 
.Scottish Ornithologists Club have recently 
organised the 1990 Mute Swan Census. The 
aim is to check whether the UK's swan 
population has recovered from serious 
^ depletion recorded in the seventies and 
S'^PSS eighties. The culprits then were lead fishing 
^■v * weights, discarded by anglers and ingested 
words 1,^ swans. Legislation in 1987 banned the 

sale of such weights, and organisations like 
Slimbridge are now keen to ascertain how the law 
has affected the numbers of resident mute swans in 
the country's wetland habitats. 

Jackie and her PCW 8ZS6 are responsible for 
the publication which the trust has produced to 
explain the census. The leaflet -sized document wa.s 
written using a layout consisting of narrow page 
margins, which were then printed out on a daisy 
wheel printer. Each of the six pages were 'pasted up', 
and sent away for printing on recycled paper. 

Jackie uses a PCW 8256 at work, and a 9512 at 
home, in her spare time, she does voluntary work as 
the press officer for another conservation organisa- 
tion. Although she has used other word processing 
packages such as Wordstar and NewWord, Jackie 
prefers LocoScripl 2 fur her work both at home and 
at the trust, "My husband works for the Woodland 
Trust, and also uses the 9512 for producing manage- 
ment plans" she added. 



A bird iti 
the hand 

How about tiiis (or an ori{>inil 
bihhdj V or ('hrLfEina>i gift? At 
Stimbridge, you can Adopt a 
Ihck for £3.00, (luard a (ioose 
for[l2.{KI,iiidFcstrra 
Klaminjo or Nurlutt i Nt.Nt 
for IIS.M. The ultimatt Is to 
Sponsor a .Sw'on, which will 
CTKl you a £20.00. For this, not 
onEy &rt you given access to a 
resident bird of your 'own^ 
which you can name, you vt 
also making i valuable rinin- 
cial anlrihution lo the trust 
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own. I inake too many mistakes to use 
paper! Everything I do, whether it is an 
internal memo, a pre.ss release, a policy 
statement - it all begins here, in this 
office, at this keyboard." 

Because the weekly volume of paper- 
work leaving the office is so vast, there i.'i 
no lime to set up individual layouts for 
each letter, report or circular every time 
they arc required. Jackie uses LocoScripl 2 
with LocoSpell lo produce her work. She 
has set up a scries of stock layouts in dif- 
ferent groups on her working disc, so that 
every document produced conform.'; to a 
standard format on the finished page. At 
the touch of a key, predetermined guide- 
lines as to margin widths, line spacing and 
tabulation can be called up as a template 
for the work being produced. 

The use of stock layouts is a time- 
saving aspect of LocoScripl welcomed by 
Jackie. 'It also means that I can create 
what is basically a standard letter, and tai- 
lor it to the needs of a specific organisa- 
tion as 1 write it." The spetlchecker is a 



usefiil addition lo the program - especially 
since the dictionary can be expanded by 
the user to match special needs. 

In the winter, the arrival of migrant 
birds to Slimbridge takes the total number 
to over 2CX) different species - all of which 
are documented using Latin names, Jackie 
has boosted the dictionary with several 
hundred Latin additons. "It's just a pity 
that there isn't a translation facility as 
well!" she adds. 

By fair means or fowl 

The PCW hai made its presence felt in 
other departments at Slimbridge. Carl 
Mitchell is a research officer at Ihe tnist, 
and he e>:plaincd how the machine has 
assisted him in his work. "Slimbridge pro- 
duces an in-house joumal called 
'Wildfowl', which a!so goes out to the 
30.000 people who have Joined the centre 
as memi>ers. The joumal is created and 
edited on the PCW using I-ocoScripl, and 
the file is then convened into ASCII for- 
mat to make it exportable. Our typesetters 



and publisher need to read information 
fram a 5.25 floppy disc on a PC, so we 
have to download the text from the PCW 
via an RS232c cable, using the CP/M 
facility, P1P.COM. A piece of comms soft- 
ware for the PC called Crosstalk captures 
the file, and converts it into a readable 
form for the machine," 

A sturdy database is an essential 
requirement for the work of the research 
team. "We needed to have easy access to 
thousands of scientific references in our 
work, so an agile database was vilal". 
explained Carl. "The centre invested in 
Condor lo handle the information. A card 
index system wa.s created, and we could 
locate the appropriate reference by means 
of a search command called Keyword. It 
operates a bit like Masterfile - you simply 
type in a word, or part of a word in the ref- 
erence, and Ihe program delivers all the 
references containing ihat word. You then 
select from that list." 

The role of the PCW has been an 
imponani one at the trust. Carl told us 
"The PCW constitutes an inexpensive, 
easy to use machine, which is an ideal 
stepping stone for someone who is starting 
out in computing. Unfortunately, our needs 
in Ihe research department at Slimbridge 
have expanded beyond the capabilities of 
the machine. Tlie volume of our work now 
warrants the introduction of a mini-com- 
puter system." 

Will the PCW disappear forever from 
Slimbridge? "It's unlikely," said Carl, 
"The machine still has a key part to play in 
other departments, such as education and 
administration, where it is ideally suited to 
the tasks required of it." 

Trust me ■ 

Sir Peter Scott believed strongly in what 
he called his 'Hundred Year Rule'. Press 
officer Jackie Lefevre explained. "Sir 
Peter maintained that if you haven't 
ihoughi about ihe next hundred years, if 
you haven't considered the consequences 
of the action which you lake, il is not 
worth doing in dte long term. His vision ■ 
for the organisation was so far-sighted and ■ 
ail encompassing; he had accounted for 
everything as far as conservation is con- 
cerned, from people and their environ- 
ment, 10 birds and wetland areas." 

Asked if there had been any major 
changes at the trtist since the death of its 
founder, Jackie replied, "If there is any 
change, il is that everyone is even more 
determined to do their very best. We are 
lucky in that our goal has been set for us - 
all we have to do is keep the good work 
going, with the achievements of Sir Peter 
as our inspiration." 

How far will compuierisation assist 
in the task ahead'.' "When Sir Peter died, 
we realised that we had lost a genius" said 
Jackie, "No matter what 'technology' we 
introduce, it will never replace his sheer 
brilliance. The individual things which he 
could do now require the work of five peo- 
ple. We're ever conscious of our loss - 
that of someone whom David 
A tten borough described as ihe 'patron 
saint' of nature, and whom the natural 
world regarded as the international states- 
man for conservation." • 



CmAFHIC DESIGN & DESKTOP PUBUSHING 
few tlie AMSTRAD PCW teriet 




"An msy to use package i^sabh of Mi^x^es^ve r^iMts at an accesi^:^ priex" -nw Guardian 
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CRFA'^'V^^ TECHNOLOCV 



raA Jrfn5rt was designed, typeset md printeti AT TtOS SCALE usais an Amstrad PCWSS12, MforoOati^ 2, and an HP DeskJet Plus prMer. 



Only 

£49^ 



Suitable for the Amstrad PCW 8256, 85t2 «nd 9512 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 
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Now even 

_ _ more powerful, more 

inciudinfl VAT »nd pip. ■ " ■ ■^^- ■ ~ ^^ ■ ■«■• ob— — — -^. _ _ _ friendly, «nd nKwe useful 11! 

Be your own accountant! Control your finances tlie easy way! 

Money IVIanager PCW provides Individuals, businesses and professional people witfi a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented in a wide variety of reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expend- 
iture lor tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phon« bills In a chOMn period. 
Fleports can be printed as text, sent to a data file for further processing or presented In graphical form. 

The program includes many helpful features, such as pop-up claculator, context-sensitive help windows and macro comands. The Morray 
Manager pacltage has over 25,000 users in the UK alone, it is the Ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs 
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements. 

L 



Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc. 

Budget and cash -flow forcasts - wfilch may be updated 

12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 

• Move a file forward a month at a time when required 

• All options selected from the main menu 

• Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, Visa, Savings etc. 
Up to 50 user -defined classes of income and expenditure 

• A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry 

• Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry 

■ All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 

■ Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

• Qulclt insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

• Entries can be sorted into date order at the touch of a itey 
■Single character 'marie' for extra reporting selectivity 

• Statements showing each entry in detail with running balance 
- Reports may show classes merged into logical groups 

■ Spreadsheet type table showing class totals In each month 

• Report showing class totals for each account 

• Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 

• Pie charts of up to 20 selected 'slices' 

■ Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 



' Totals for each class of transaction for any period 

- Report of monthly Income, expenditure and cash-flow «tc. 

- Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

- Account statistics - monthly max, mln, average, balance etc. 

- Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates If required 

- Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amount* 
•Summary VAT statements In the same format as a VAT return 
-Simply ignore VAT features if they are not required 

- Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

• Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg in LocoscrlpQ 

• Data search facility to find 'tosf items 

- Built-in text line editor for data entry 

- Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports 

• Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory 

• Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 

• Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

• Automatic creation of back-ups for data files 

• You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCVV8512 

- Comprehensive 64 page Indexed manual 

- Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

- Free and Indefinite telephone support 
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Connect 
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To receive your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for £49.95 

081 743 9792 ^^^ ^^ lopm, 7 days a week 
Connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND 



Marks out of 10? 

Marksheet is a new program aimed at helping teachers with the mass of 
paperwork. Does it make the grade? Rob Ainsley gave it an examination 



If you can spell 
this, thank a 
teacher 

Thf prosraiB wa dtvetoped In 
conjunclion with teKhws at 
the Frkm BanHl (irammar 
School (Or, as il was described 
to IH by Abacus wftwaiY, a 
"(iraitiaer" schMl). 



About the 
author 

IttA AMty (rained as a maths 
teacher because be minted tn dg 
something for education, \titr 
his leaching practice teem b« 
i^lised Lhr best thing he could 
do for educalkm was to leave it. 




MARKSHEET 

£45 • Abacus Educational 
Software • 1 1 Woodcote Drive, 
Orpington, Kent, BR6 8DB 

The advent of GCSEs has resulted in even 
more paperwork for already overworked 
teathew. Given the pwpularity of PCWs 
among inhabitants of the staffroom, it is 
good to see something come along that 
might help things and let them spend more 
time leaching and less time being under- 
paid administrators. Of course you can use 
a number of existing programs very effec- 
tively 10 ea-se things, from using [CUT] 
and [PASTE] in LocoScripted reports 
{[PASTE]0: Can do belter. [PASTE] I : A 
cheerful and wiUing pupil. I PASTE ]2; An 
able pupil, and so on) up to organising 
your mark sheets onto a Mini Office or 
SuperCalc spreadsheet, and have every- 
thing calculated and printed out for you at 
the touch of a button. 

But these all require you to get 
familiar with a piece of general software 
and customise it to your own 
requirement; with "vertical software', the 
program is already set up for your own 
particular application, whether it be an 
estate agents' house database or keeping 
pupil mark sheets. 

Marksheet, a new 'vertical software' 
program, is Just that: a way of putting your 



tenn-end marks for each pupil onto disc. 
The advantages are that, once they are 
entered, class averages (fur each pupil 
over the subject range, and each subject 
over die pupil range) are automatically 
calculated for you. You also don't have to 
enter them again to include in. say, a 
LocoScripted report: a "print to disc' fea- 
ture means you can put your mark sheets 
into a IjocoScript document (by inserting 
the printed file to disc into a Loco docu- 
ment using jfl ) in Loco 2 or |f7] in Loco 
1 ), Class lists can be copied from year to 
year, meaning that you don't have to enter 
all the names again. 

Basic skills 

The program is very easy to work (the 
generous view is that teachers don't have 
time to wade through unhelpful manuals!) 
and has lots of on-.screen prompting. You 
can enter mark sheets after ten minutes 
with ihe help of the simple manual. 
What it does, it does very effeftively; 
averages are worked out quickly and it's 
easy to get the 'feel' of the program: 
[EXIT] always gets you out of where you 
are to a main menu, for example. 
Eventualities such as cheating and absen- 
teeism through illness are catered for. 

Unfortunately, Marks heel is rather 
slow in operation. Moving around the 
menus is cumbersome; selection of item 5. 
for example, is 5 [RETURN] instead of 



just 5, and the lumbering drawing of the 
rather crude graphics gets on your nerves 
after a bit. The program can't be run from 
the M drive to gee things up either. 
There arc a few programming 
anomalies too. 1 managed to get one pupil 
register a tenn average of 101%. You can 
set a password to protect your sheets, but 
on TYPEing a marks file in CP/M the 
password is the very first wonj you see - 
not exactly a great deterrent to a halfway 
competent hacker! There are also .some 
strange "echo' effects in places, such as 
password entry, and it's easy to get marks 
listed for only the first few pupils in a 
class if you've just edited the names. 

End of term report 

Mark sheets print out nicely, but at the 
price of £45. this is really a rather under- 
powered program. It just isn't fast enough 
in lookup or data entry, nor does it have 
enough features, to make it worth the 
money in iny mind. For this price it should 
be sorting out the pupils in alphabetical 
order, printing out reports, making out 
graphs, bar charts and pie charts of scores, 
and more. You could rxin up a spreadsheet 
in Mini Office to do all this does - and 
much mote - in a few minutes. Marksheet 
is easy to use, and may be worth a look, 
but don't expect it to suddenly clear those 
evenings you currently spend in the mark 
btmks. Only half marks, I'm afraid. • 
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A nasks sheet can be insened easily into a LucoScript ducuincnl. Ncte the aveiagt^- ai Ihe bottom. Does il make the grade? 



Marksheet 

PI lists 

A IJt-ad am lo uvt; - lako 

lin' iiiitiuiL's 10 larr 
A Mark shwL'. wil 

be itiscncd iiim 

LncoScript 
A Gmitl ijil-iciieen help 
*. Ave tact's woik oiii 

for vou 

Minuses 

L'tiitetpoii'creti 
Liiid slott 
T Drawinoofmenusis 
lediou.s 

▼ Some oddiiies; 
dodgy aritlimdic. pour 
paviworti prolcclioii, 
echo effects, can't 
woik fram M 

▼ E\pfiisiveforwhaiili'. 

Ease of use S/S 

Doiurainialion *5 

RaiiKfiirfeatrrs: 1/5 

Per III finance J'S 

KIKIIlPlus 

Value Verdici I.V'IO 



42 June 90 8(NW PLUS 
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THURSTON TECHNIQUES 



FoiieMale VtlftK disL-. Includes [he hmcMatf Lin;iif-ili: liir PL'rsi>ri:il ;md Biisiiicss rtLtjrik to 
ilitTgc- with many prt;-(lcsiuni;d l.iitiiMiiil tiles thai aulomalieally prodiiti; label aiul lisl opikins I'or 
yi)u Lix-oFilc of Nalional lelephone codes and exchanges wilh Merge Lisi opiions. Dlar>, 5 year 
i.!ilcndar, iippointment diaries etc. For 8512/95 1 2, New London todes intluded. 
XWorder - For compiling crosswords in LocoScript I or 2. All PCWs. 20 ehoiccs of crossword 
grids and accompanying ctue numbering. Includes a £20 PRIZE Cryptic Crossword compiled by 
Bri;sri Thiar'i(<"ni. 
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•k*-k LOCOSCRIPT USERS • • • 

A 706K disc of 133 files comprising over 700 Options for the PCW8512. 
Includes Locolylail* and LocoCfiar features and all files described below. 

'a showcase tar Ihe features o( LocoScript' cWiltiAPCW Sept '87 

'extremely professional, a worthwhile purcfiase" Your Amstrad PCW Dec '87 
'aiicellent, instruclions are precise and well presented" A PCW Mag Aug '87 
'no Loooscripter should be withoul one" 8000 Plus June '89. 



TempDisc8.2 £19.95 



Locoscript 

Correspondence 

Courses. Please send 

large S.A.E. tor syllabus 

and registtalion form. 



A Double Density disc witfi 133 tiles [706k) tor LocoScript 2. It 

includes LocoMaii" and LocoChar ieatures. All Discs ordered direct are personalised, 

♦ GENEHAL: Lifelome diary' (to yr 21001). 2 yr calendar, agenda, minutes. 5 label choices", envelopes' (Inc. 
Ist Ciass. Alt Mai I. Privare. Personal etc), disc labels, menu, order form, oiganisei'planner lam plates, 
complirnents, chofce of 13 instani ietiertieads. 

♦ FINANCE 4 FIGUHEWOHK: Invoices', slatemenr, calculaior*. spreadsheet layouts', metric convartoi lite", 
payrsient advice', annual staterrient of account, sates and purchases books. 

♦ WRITERS: Auihois. sciipl la/ouis lor lilm, TV and stage. Crossword layout. 

♦ LISTS & FORMS: School martiing chart, weekly diary, ira/entory, appointment diary, shipping doc, production 
schedule, personal file. c.u.. will, lemplate with 9 choices ol vertical lined layouts (simply add your own 
headln35^ Pedigree Chart. 

♦ SOCIAL & SPORTS: Star signs, (amily tree, automatic (ixture lists'. KO draw and chart", first day cover', 
tidiels". party invitalions, league tables, apology for aliysmal behaviour at a party, screen-art and d.i.y.. New 
LocoChat Artset. 

♦ LOCOSCRIPT FILES: Template. Std with prepared Stock Layouts. Pitch guide. Settings, Std wilh TO pre-set 
choices, ingenious use ot Phrases. Std iiles. 

♦ CHRISTMAS: Cards. New envelopes with Christmas designs, bordered greetings. Christmas header, and 
these Christmas LocoCharacters. 

*. I^ ^ ?^ * ■§ -©f -ft: m. c5» ^ 1^ 
Other versions (with file variations) of TempDisc: 

lor LocoScript 1 - TempDisc 1 ■ dbl sided dtive A EI7.95 

tor LocoScript 2 -TempD]sc2 - dbl sided drive A £17,95 

PCW 9512 owners ■ TempDisc 9 dbl density drive A Et9 95 

TempDisc Upgrades E7.50. Updates £6. 5 1'4" drive B disc versions available 



TempMate (Design Copyright Sept 1986) 

MARGINS. TABULATION AND LiNE POSITIONING 

Get them right first time! 

Suitable lor all word processing. Versions lor all characlei pilch sizes, for 
'Landscape' pnnting and mini planner TempMates PCW 8256/e51& users 
should ask (or the Standard version. Place Ihe grid over your form or 
letterhead and correct positions for Margins. Tabulation arrd Lines are cleady 
indicated. It's so simple it doesn't need further explanalionr 
"like many simple things extremely usetuT BBC CEEFAX. 
"excellent" Comp. WAPCW Sepi 1987 "wondertully simple idea" 

Your APCW Jan 1987 
"excellent, there are a number of word processing aids of this kind on Ihe 
markei but this is the tiest I have seen" APCW Aug i987 
'right place first time Itiink of ^It those trees you could save' SOOO Plus Dec 1986. 

WORD PROCESSING RULER 
The Page Boy word processing ruler is a clear PVC ruler which measures 
characters per inch at 1 7. 15. 12. 10. 5 (lOd). 6 8 7 V2 and. lines per irtch at 
5. 5. 7 ii2 and 8. it also includes a centtriietre line and the '10' line doubles as 
an irich measure. In total il has 13 opiions. 

TT PATIENCE - Solo Card Games 
Six games of playing card patience. YAPCW said "Ingenious end tiighly 
addictive" Top marks liom 3000 Plus lor "addicliveness" Includes an 
emergency 'cover-up' in case the milkman interrupts you I 

The Writer's OIsc lor LocoFite Users 
WotdDlsc A 706K disc Templates for authors and (or stage, T.V. and (ilm 
script wrilers wilh SYKONYHS file ol over 39,000 words. 

TempMate £5.95 TTPatlence £1*.95 

Page Boy £2.95 WordOisc E15.95 

TempMate & Page Boy £7.45 "New XWORDER £14.95 

2 TempMates £8.00 'New FONEMATE E15.95 

Ouaniiiv anfl irade prices an request Rela'l. scnooLs an^j Ipqgl iauLhar;ty enquines sv^come 
AN prices include VAT and UK Pflsi and PacKing J8 hoMr despatch 



o 



Thurston Techniques 

Thurston House 

18 Dantjy Terrace 

Exmoutti, Devon EX8 1QS 

Fax or Telephone 0395 277496 






COMPUTER 
SERVICES 



DEPT 8, 32 Granville Road, 
Bournemouth, Dorset BH5 2AH 



All prices INCLUDE DELIVERY - 

Just add VAT at 15%.Cheque/PO's with order or phone 

using OUT credit card hotline. All orders despatched same 

day whenever possible. 



W 



(0202) 431762 



a/e^ 4^ ^W<^ cuii^h^ p^Uce^ 



RIBBONS 



DISKS 



For the PCW... 



3" MAXELL CF2 10 for just 

.1:1 8.99 5 lor £9.99 



Fabric 

8256/8512 sld. life 

8256/8512 extra life 

9512 std, life 

9512 extra life 

Fabric colours (red. brown, green 

8256/8312 

9512 

Multistrike 

8256/8512 

9512 

Also.... 

Citizen 120D 3.44 

Epson LX80/86 2.47 

Epson FX/MX/RX 80 3.44 

Star LC 10 3.44 

StarLC24.10 3.50 

and many, many more. 




6.48 
4.70 
6.48 
6.48 
6.65 



14.74 
11.11 
14.74 
14.74 
15.75 



We have ribbons for lOOO's of printers 
if yours isn't listed, give us a call! 



1 CONTINUOUS 




^H PAPER 




PSi;!5, 


Top qualllv wood free micro 


500 


1000 


2000 


1 1)C9,5 £ 


£ 


E 


eojjsm 7.60 


11.20 


15.60 


70gsm 8.20 


12.30 


16,81 


SOfJsm 8,80 


12.60 


18.38 


90gsm 9. 10 


12.75 


19.20 


2 Part NCR 14.20 


20.1a 




11.66 I 9,25 (A4 Size) 






70fi.';m 9..30 


12.70 


18.84 


eOgsm 10.80 


13.6C 


22.27 


90gsm 11.30 


14.64 


23.27 


2 Part NCR 1R.50 


30.90 


^^ 




HI^^H 


^^^^^^^B 



.JiND ALSO 



I Printer stud 8.SB 

■ copy Haldet 9.90 

I Monitor Filtera ....bom 11.85 



i. 

Mduk Pad 4.30 I 

3" drive cleaner .............3.43 [ 

Ribbon Refresh 7.78 I 

Knvelapcii P.0,A| 



DUST COVERS 



I Smut, antl-fttatlc and machine 
IwAibablc - top quality . Jl 

18256/8512 1039 

I|95I2 12.13 



COMPUTER 
LABELS 



I Avery brand - 



the bestl 
lOOO 

£ 
1 1 ACROSS 

2 3,4 x'5y,6 ,,4.05,.. 

2 3/„ X 1 7/,6 ,..,. 4.93... 

3 'fj X 'S/,6 4.33... 

3 Vj X 1 ^/,0 5.37... 

:l '.'2 x1iS',6 7.79.- 

i xi5,,6 5.09.. 

1 X U/,e 6.09.. 

4 ■*. 11S.16 7.80.. 

2 ACROSS 

2 3/J X 'S/16 3,73.. 

2 3,4 X 1 7ji6 4,51 .. 

3 1/2 X 'Site ■ 4.15.. 

3 1^2 X 1 7'16 5.37 

3 '.■? X 1'S;i6- 

4 X i5/ie ,,. 



2000 I 

£ 



...6.96 
...8-4fi 
...7.39 
...9.52 
.12.96 
...7.78 
...9.96 
.13.09 



.6.39 I 
.7.61 
.7.13] 
.9.52 

.■••.7.79 12.96 

5.19 8,04 

4 X 17.15 6.09 9.96 

4 X 1'5,.6 • 7.65 12.78 | 

13 ACROSS 



1^'i X '5.16 

2 3« X 1 7/16 

15,1 



3 Va X i^iie 
3 "a X 1 7„6.. 

3 Vs X 1 '5,16 ■ 

4 
4 
4 



IE, 



'/16 ■■■ 
X I^JIS — 

X fSiie • 



■•■3,51 6.23 I 

"4,39 7.51 

-3.69 6,36 1 

—4.87 8.48 

■■■■6.73 11.46 

■■■•4.71 7.13 

■•■■5.69 9.66 

■ -7.51 12.68 




S K MARKETING 



► ► ► 



COMPUTER SUPPLIES 



-4^4 



LONDON'S LARGEST 

REGISTERED 
AMSTRAD DEALER 



10 Fulham Broadway, London SW6 1 AA. Telephone 071 361 6618/9 (24hour5) FAX: 071 -381 0528 



Personal callers welcome 
Opposite Fulham Broadway 
Tube Station - District Line 



COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE ORDERING FOR 
UNBEATABLE OFFERS!! 

Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 



All prices Exd. VAT 

Carriage Free/Mail Order 

(UK Mainland) 



flRITAINS BEST SELLING WORDPROCESSING RANGE 



AMSTRAD PCW8256 



AMSTRAD PCW8512 




• Fully integratad word processor systdrm 
m 82 kev Keyboard 

• 256K RAM 

• High res.screen 

• l60K3"clisc(Jrive 

• 9 piri dot matrisc printer 

t 90 CPS in drah 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscripl saltware 

• CP.'M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 
'• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

£320 

On'?iiTe maintenance please add CIO 00 




• Fult/ integrated word processor syslem 

• S2 key Keyboard 

• 512KRAM 

• High re$.scre9n 

• 1x 180K+ 720K3-d™eS 

• 9 pin dot rnalrii prinier 

• 90 CPS in draH 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locdscript $o^tware 

• CP.'M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mailard Ba&ic wilh Jetsam 

E405 

On-sitEF mamie-nance please add £30.00 



ACCESSORIES PCW 9512 ^ 3" CF2 DISCS FOR AMSTRAD 



VortBK 40MB Hard Drive E49S.00 

CPS 95! 2 AMSTRAD RS232 

P/S interface £49,00 

SKM 256K to 5t 2K Memofy UiiaratfB Kit 
with littitig instniclion P.O.A. 

F[14 Second Disk Ortve B256 E11S.0O 

PCW Dust Covets (3 piece inc) E10.00 

3" Drive Cleaning Krl ES.50 

Margin Malter E10.S0 



SKM SCOOP 



CF-2periO.. 
CF-2per20.. 

CF.2per30.. 



..EZZ.DO 
£42.00 
..EE3.D0 



CF-2par lO- 
CF-Zperao.. 



.£24.00 
.E45.0a 



PCW RIBBONS 



PRItfTER QTV 

AMSTRAD i* 

PCW8!5&Sii;NVLON .E4.3Q. 

IW!25S«S(ICOLOUH E5.(m . 
PCWK12NH0N £3 50 

PCWSS'2C*FeON [J75 



QTT QTY 

St. 10* 

. .M.OO £3.50 

E4.5I] E1M 

M75 C4 50 

[3 30 t3M 

£4 SD .£4 00 



AMSTRAD PCW MAINTEWANCE KIT 




OAlSyWHEELS FOR PCW 9512 



AVAiLABL F TYPF STYI F.-, 

pROnDCTcnnF typffacf 

CourienO Prestige Pica 10 

Recta to Orator tO 

l-etter Golhc iOjI 2 Prestige Elite 12 

Scri(yt12 _. Ijlini GothK 1 5 

EKtlES.DO 
Fof olftBr pnnfBf ribbons please CAti 



BOOKS (no VAT payable) 



Mailard Basic By Amsltad £9.95 

Piogjaraming PCW By tan Sirwtair £7.95 

Step by Step Guide to Loco^npt .£4.95 

Ail m C5ne ti^pni Odice Professional. ...£11 .50 
D*slitap Pi;t*5twr»g with the Ajnstraa PCW ...£9,50 

Locoscnpt 2 by tan Sinclair £9.95 

Locoscnpt 2 Amstfad PCW £11.95 

Locoscfipt - Maii - Speli £7.95 

Looking mio LoooEctipl 2 £13.95 



WORDPROCESSING 



Pretext £40.00 

Locoscript2 , £22.00 

Locoscript 2 virith LocospatI 2 £28,00 

Locospeii2 £1S.00 

Lucomail 1 &Z ..,£26.00 

Locoloni t £17.00 

Locoloni 2 .,.£13.00 

Locolile £25.00 

New-Word K IM2.00 

Sage Accounts £58.00 

Sage Accountant Plus £36.00 

Sage invoicing ..£40.00 

Sage Payroll £40.00 

Money Manager £24.00 

DG Payroli £26 00 

Map Integrated Accounts , £90.00 

Better Maths {Age 12-16) ..£14.00 

Physics (Age 12-16f £17.00 

Chemistry (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Biology (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Better Speiiing (8-Aiiult) £14.00 

Magic Maths (Age 4-8) £14.00 

Maths Mania (Age 8-12) , £14.00 

Sage Chit Chal £69.00 

Easy l.^t>eiler ...,,,.£21 .00 

AlylX Mouse & Desktop Utilities £47.00 

Crash Course Typing £20.00 

Two Fingers Typing £17.00 

Oaata Fax ..,.,,„,.„ £32.00 

E-Type £18.00 

Personal Tax Planner..., £20.00 



AMSTRAD PCW 9512 




• ZBOA processor 

• 512KRAM 

• 3" 720K dnve 

• 82 Key Keytjoard 

• High tes.papendPhite monitor 

• Wide carnage bi-directionai daisy wl^eel prinier 

• 20CPS singie & tractor feed 

9 Locoscript 2 software inicudes Locospelt 
& Locomail 

• CPM Pius with GSX & Or. Logo 

• Maliard Basic 

FREE SHEET FEEDER WfTH PCW 9512 

£435 

On-stEe maintenance please add £30-00 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Star LCI Multifont Printer £150.00 

Star LC10 Colour Printer £185.00 

PAKASOMC PRINTERS 

Panasonic KX-P1 124 

Draft- leocps. NLO-63cps £265.00 

Panasonic KX-P1 ISO 

Otatt ■ 132 cps. NLQ - M cps £165.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet Street Editor Pfus £39 00 

Stop Press £29.00 

Stop Press «■ AMX Mouse £54.00 

Micro Design II £50.00 

Database Software £20.00 

Database DTP * AMX Mouse £57.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Sui3ercalc2 £40.00 

Cradier 11 (Turbo) £40.00 

Master Scan , £49.00 

MMW^ I MaaliirScen and 

' Master Paint 

£55.00 



1 DATABASES 1 


Sage Rstneve 


£40 00 


Master File 8000 „ ., 


£35 00 


Dbase It 


,...£60.00 


Dataslore 11 


...£29.00 


Cambase II 


...£32.00 



Mini Office 
PROFESSIONAL 

Very successfuf - many new features 
5 separaie programs ■ WordprcKfissof 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

# Gorrmunrcaiions Jnieraclive 

OUR PHICe ONLY tZ5.Q0 * VAT 



2-1 ^1 Our hDt)in9 for c'^dtf card orcrcr$ 



All prices subJiOCL s Changtr wkihgut noriiC0 
All goods Sublecl to dv^LMOlUtyr 

TlKcs marked ' f^^ay not tip rolcascd 
and will be spni ^ " [ho day ot relcjso 

fsubjccnoavjilabiliy} 



SALES HOTLINE 
071 - 381 - 6618 

To order: Please send cheque POAccess or Visa details to SK Marketing Lid, 
13 ti/loneyhill Parade, Uxbridge Road, Hickmansworlti. Hens. WD3 286, 

All prices include VAT and carriage is free (UK mainland) 



AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 



Tbd ASF$Sl2 IS an laJuiDmack: sheel fsvist 
hr us? wilh ihe PCW 951 2 11 w^ll hold up io 3? 
steals of papsf snabtmg eilher mLjl1i-pag>& 
documenis or mail-iriefeftj lellers to he prmtgo 
unatEended, ihereby releasing ihe user lot olFver 
tasks and improvtJig pfoduclivrty. Tlie ^eat Feedfir 
can be attached or removed ifi seconcts. leaving ihe 
printer to accept irKtJvhduaE sheets of pEq>er or li^is 
slarNCJard Eracior ass«mbty. 




ACCOUSTIC HOOD FOR VOUR 9512 




SKM'S most economic solution to 
noisy printers 

• Up to 90% noise reduction 

• See through lid keeps noise in and dust cut 
Hood and Stand £89.00 only 

Now available to accommodate 

9512wlthSheetfeedeF 

OUR PRICE 

£120 



1 LEISURE SOFTWARE 1 


Cyrus Chess 


£12.00 

£14 00 


Batman , .-.. 


£11 00 


Tomahawk..... ,.- 


.,,... £13 00 


The Pawn.,. 

Trivial Pursuits „ 

Head Over Heels 


£17.00 

ei4.oo 

j*rt 00 


Ace 


f/y£iM40G 


Match Day II..... .^ 


alLl^J'^*^ 



Tetris yf..S)^.J..' oftjAM 

Clock Chess^.f* C^fc. . .jrrtVJ..Et4.00 
StB^e Dw^fepK«er.f.(1Si.t.'r7.. £11,00 

Cias^fp!i»Mes4j0....^1.. fif £14.00 

Tme rtJis<f^QjSf..^..\hy.M E1O00 

Brian Clougtle Football. Jj*':^ EIOOO 

Colossus Brtdge ,,..„ £12,00 

Mindlighier £1 5,00 

LivingDaytifltits ,.,., £14.00 

PCW Challenge £12,00 

Times Jubilee Crossword £16.00 

Sun Crossword 2 ,,, .,.£14.50 

Please ring Icr availability 



MODEMS 



AMSTnAO\f21'V23 
Features 1200/75. 75/1200, 300/300 
Baud rates £90.l]O 




South London: 

to Futtiam Broadway 

London SWG lAA 

Tel: 071 3816618 

Fai:07) 3810529 



Nnrlti Lender, 
ISMotioytriH pLHr:idt' 
Uxbridge Road 
Ftichfnsnsv/orth 
Herts V/D3 2BE 
Tol;0923 896969 
Fai;0923 77105S 



PERSONAL CALLERS 

WELCOME AT 
BOTH SHOVJROOMS 



i 






K 






'O'^ ^<- V»^^^ of timber tu to' 



"%^v^:>>-?$^v>'i5-. .\se. Sister . 
'--:'--V>:t^^^>V^■.>^ •-<-:-;? ..in9L0< ^^^ „..t over 



DTP 



Fonts of Inspiration 

Bored with the same old typefaces in Micro Design? 
Tim Smith looks at some alternatives in the form of MD Cleartext 



MD CLEARTEXT 

£13.50 • Exemplar Design • 
PO Box 683 BAl IXU 

Rarely a month goes by wiihoui a mention 
of Creative Technology's Micro Design 
II desktop publishing package; either the 
company are bringing out additions to 
the initial package or other firms are 
producing 'bolt-on' software. MD 
Cleartext is just such an add-on. At heart 
it is a disc packed with Area files 
(MDM), CUT files (MDC) and fonts or 
typefaces (MDFs). 

The idea of having diffeteol type- 
faces to do different jobs is a common one 
in the publishing world. After all. you 
won'l find The Guardian using ihe same 
'face' as The Times, or The Beano using 
the same as Sparling Life. Typefaces, or 
fonts as they are sometimes known, arc 
more than a matter of taste however; they 
also enable you to give your own work a 
sense of visual identity. 

More and more often we find pre.ss 
releases coming into the 8(XX) Plus office 
of which we can say, at a glance, "That 
one was done using Stop Press" or 
"There's Micro Design". This is because 
people will tend to stick with the typeface 
which came with the software. This has a 
definite drawback once a piece of software 
has become popular and many people find 
themselves using it. You find that your 
work will get lo.st in the crowd. 

Typeface the music 

MD Cleartext aims at solving this problem 
by allowing you to incorporate new faces. 
It must be said that this product comes 
with a well-respected pedigree. John 
Evans, the man behind the product, has 
already brought us such desktop 
publishing standards as [Jesigner Stubble. 
So from the first you know that you are 
going to be in for something good. 

Our review copy of MD Cleartext 
came on a single 720k (B: drive) disc, 
llthough it is also available in A drive for- 
mat. Using the double density format, dif- 
ferent goodies are stored in user groups 1 



through to 4 (lo access a new group in 
Micro Design, press [ALTJ+ the required 
number). These range from entire upper 
and lower case "fonts' - a font being the 
upper and lower case alphabet in a 
particular typeface - to large single letters 
saved a.s CUT files and entire Areas 
showing the font. 

Cleartext is designed lo run under 
Micro Design's 2,S6k format .su, if you 
have a standard 8256, you won't be able t. 
get the full use from the disc. John Evan's 
dcKumentatian deals with the technical 
detail of the Micro Design/MD Cleartext 
alliance in a clear, straightforward manner. 
It explains that Cleartext was designed in 
the knowledge that "Every alternative hor- 
izontal pixel in Micro ftesign's l^fk map 
is designated as a 'half-pixel' ... this 
allows the program to make full use of the 
high density print routines available on 
most external printers." The built-in PCW 
printer, however, does not make use of 
the.se half pixels and. as such, loses some 
definition, MD Cleartext has been 
designed to compensate for this. 

In either single or double density 
format you are treated to several serif and 
sans serif fonts - or 'oversized' single 
letters in both upper and lower case and, 
interestingly, there are also non-English 
character sets. This last selection comes in 
the form of letters with built-in (or on) 
accents such as upside down question 
marks in the Spanish set, acute accents in 
French and the German umlaut. 

With more and more small 
companies making use of the PCW and 
with 1992 looming ever larger on the hori- 
zon, the ability to import LocoScript's for- 
eign character sets into 'body text' and 
combine these with large, clear headings 
and sub-headings using MD Cleancxt 
takes desktop publishing on the PCW up 
another gear. A package such as Ihis will 
allow not only posters and leaflets to be 
produced, but also company reports which 
would grace many a boardroom desk. 

Usage and abusage 

The problem which many people find 



when using large fonts or even large 
images is break-up along the diagonal and 
curved plains. This is exemplified by 
jagged edge.s in the prim out. MD 
Cleartext avoids this with great style and 
the printout, even from a built-in PCW 
dot matrix printer, shows none of these 
edges and flaws. 

If you make use of a non-standard 
printer which can download characters, 
these chiUiicier sets will do no harm 
whatsoever to your work, it is more than 
apparent that a great deal of time and 
thought has gone into the construction of 
fonts and single letters and this will clearly 
be reflected in the end lesult. 

Another excellent point to note 
about MD Cleartext is the fact that 
Creative Technology, the creators of Micro 
Design, look an active part in the develop- 
ment of the package; you can be sure, 
therefore, that both software packages 
will mn happily with each other. Should 
you decide lo edit any of Ihe fonts, 
Exemplar Design will be only too , 
willing to consider your reforms - a 
healthy sign in itself. 

Fontastic 

Overall, therefore, this bolt-on package 
leaves the 8000 Plus office with 
a strong 'thumbs-up,' An in-depth 
knowledge of desktop publishing, the 
PCW and Micro Design are shown 
throughout - for example, this is the first 
piece of software which we have seen in 
some time lo make use of the underrated 
User Group facility in CP/M; this allows 
you to keep your work organised and your 
working practices clear. 

The fonts are well defined in both 
serif and sans serif, the non -English 
character sets are useful and achieve a 
great deal within the tight parameters 
under which they were designed. There is 
no fraying or Jagging of edges and you are 
encouraged to experiment with Ixith 
spacing and pilches. All in all. MD 
Cleartext is an important addition to any 
PCW desktop publishing library. We look 
forward to seeing more. • 



Oh ma serif! 

Whalisttwdlfrereitce 
between a sierif ijipetace and a 
SKOS serir Well, pat conlus- 
tnely, tbe wa strif lacks ser- 
its! <i<i ttliat is i serif? Not lo 
pultooniit;apoi[iEor!it,a 
serir is 1 ii»lc» bil ol fripiKn' 
which gtKS on to the h^d or 
fiMl qf J letter. Kur (sample, 
the letter 'L' tias a small rising 
point nn the end otits ^tool', it 
also has a crirss har. This is 
t>ecause we ar? usiiig a seriT 
tvpeface called Bmes Roman. 
'Hie letter 'L' in a ^ns verit 
If petace <ioch as Helvetica 
woutdliwhltkelhb:!'. 
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Doctor in the House 

Sharon Bradley and Tim Smith review a suite of new heahh and 
diet-conscious programs for the PCW; are they just what the 
doctor ordered or is it simply a case of quack, quack, oops? 



Disorders 
ordered 

CASEholllstheilriailsDf 
up to ^ diseases and condi* 
lions. So whal kind ur ail- 
mrnts arc Ihcf ? Well, 
there's somHhii^ here for 
Just about evErybodif - frtim 
anaemia, angina and 
aslhma 10 arelhriluSv pntu- 
mania aod loeningitis. 



It's difficult to know exactly lowarcis 
which bracket ol' PCW owners 
North Micro Laboratories are 
targetting their string of highly original 
software releases; a cursory glance would 
seem to suggest that there's something of 
interest here for jost about everyone. 
Between them, the three double- 
sided 3 inch discs include an automatic 
symptom evaluator, a diet menu-maker 
complete with a table of the calorific val- 
ues, per ounce, of nearly every kind of 
food you care to mention, an auto-conver- 



-sion program (which deals with anything 
from apothecaries' measures to shirt collar 
sizes) and a rather unusual gamf with a 
distinctly medical flavour to it - to name 
but four 

There is even a program for the over 
I8s called Frankly Sex, which, as its 
name implies, handles most issues relating 
to helerosejiual relationships in a very 
frank, down-to-earth manner. There's 
also a plethora of smaller information- 
packed programs which tackle - among 
other subjects - drug and alcohol abuse, 



hypnotism, giving up smoking and herbs. 

The fitness-conscious PCW owner 
who has more than a fleeting interest in 
matters physical and/or medical will tlnd 
much to keep him- or herself occupied and 
amused; the committed hypochondriac, on 
the other hand, is guaranteed to have a 
whale of a time and is advised to Slay well 
clear of it - particularly with the spearhead 
package of the siiite. CASE (or 
Computerised Automatic Symptom 
Evaluation). 

Let's take a look at the programs. 
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Q.E.D. 

credit, wlwt It's due: NML 
tan thougliirullv included a 
numbef uf useful program 
gukleliiies rw the user; [or 
eiample, hnw npid does a 
pulK have lu be before vou 
diHsifyit as fast? Tliej have 
alw included i aumkr of 
esampbe disoftlers, aioTtg with 
panel by panel details of the 
varinus symptoms recorded 10 
show )iM euKtly hoH CASE 



CASE (Computerised Autonicitir Symptom 
Evaluation i • £50 witii Micro Medic Game 

The Computerised Automatic Symptom Evaluation prognsm is 
the motJem successor to those trusty home medical advisory 
tomes that are handed down from generation to generation and 
which are generally much beloved by people inhabiting isolated 
outfiosls - like lighthouses. Of course, isolation is probably the 
single most important ingredient for ifie successful perusal of 
such books: that way, the mind can slowly convince il.self - 
without any risk of intemiption - that the body is experiencing 
simultaneously all those symptoms suggestive of the most 
gruesome disorders imaginable. 

CASE differs from such 
tomes, however, in that 
it delays until the last 
possible moment the 
dealing of the fatal blow. 
In tither words, you 
enter, from a methodical 
series of comprehensive 
lists, all those symptoms 
from which you happen 
to be suffering. As 
CASE'S cnsaiors point 
out. this process is rather 
like someone asking you 
how you feel. When 
you've worked your 
way through all die panels, the program will chug and flash con- 
scientiously for a few seconds as it mmmages through its mem- 
ory banks in search of a suitable condition, and then display it 
on the screen. 

Ablireviale to eliicidatc 

CASE holds the details of up to 90 disea.ses, from whooping 
cough to gonorrhoea. The only trouble is that the programmers 
behind the package have defined each disease through a set of 
strictly-defined symptoms; consequently, you have to enter all 
of those symptoms in order to come up with a sensible disease. 
Otherwise you will be presented with a rather unhelpful CASE 
IS NOT PROGRAMMED FOR THAT DISEASE message on 
the screen; rather frustrating when you're convinced that you're 
in the tciminal stages of something dire. 

But althou^ you have to register all of the symptoms, it 



FLEtSE DBSDVE TKESI POSITS 
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Wort your way down the left panel and recOTd ihe ^propriale .symptoms (righll 



doesn't matter if you record spurious ones. One other point to 
consider is that your symptoms must be entered in consecutive 
order, that means starting from the top of each panel and 
working your way down. Once you have finished with a 
panicular panel, you can't go back to it unless you also reload 
the program. 

Because of the need to fit detailed symptoms physically 
into the panels, the programmers have come up with some 
radier inventive - not to mention, arcane - abbreviations. 
Acquainting yourself with these before you start is a good idea 
if you want to get the most out of die program. For example. 
PAT is short for patient, STMC for stomach, worn for 'with or 
minus' - and so on. 

The first part of the program is made up of 12 consecutive 
symptom panels. These establish anything from pulse rates and 
abnomal sweating, to breathing rates and body sensations. The 
second section is made up of anodier eighl panels which home 
in, respectively, on mote specific matters like skin condition, 
mental state and various aches and pains. 

If you haven't guessed by now. the program is certainly 
very thoiough; its creators, though, offer a rare recommendation 
for a software house; they "sincerely hope that you seldom need 
to u.se the diagnostic pail of CASE." 



^^ 



Case 



How it] is ill? 

We have to say, however, that the dtjcu mentation really let this 

one down. Even though North Micro-Laboratories had kindly 

printed it out from ihe disc for us. it didn't really strike us as 

being the most complete catalogue 

of a program's features we'd ever 

read. In fact, we hati to 'phone 

them up a few times to get various 

details ironed out; very obliging 

I hough they were, the 'phone calls 

could have been avoided. 

It must be said that dtis pro- 
gram won't be everyone's cup of 
tea; it will undoubtedly appeal, 
however, to that PCW-owning con- 
tingent who also regularly consult 
home diagnostic manuals, it will 
also be gotxi fun for anyone willi a 
healthy interest in medical condi- 
tions. Hypochondriacs would be 
well advised to steer clear of it. • 
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▼ Far 100 espen.sive 



Ease<ifus« 5/5 

Document at ion 2iS 

Range iif features .VS 

Perfiirmance .i'S 



- 46 im%smPLus 



(«HJ() Plus 
value verdjtl 



\m 


m 




m 



Cover feature ^ 



THE MARVELLOUS 
MICRO-MEDIC GAME 



£20 



An unusual little package this one with a number of very difTer- 
em uses; a gruesome game for those of a medical - not to men- 
tion, macabie - turn of nnind or perhaps a revision tool for a 
swotting medie. It's up to you. 

The Micro-Medic Game can be played by a minimum 
of one player and a maximum of six. The object of the game 
is to identify the correci set of .symptoms - from a chivice iif 
three seis - which constitute the disease or condition at the 
top of the page. 

And it's not as easy as ii might sound, principally because 
the differences between each of the three set.s of symptoms 
which appear on your screen tend to be so subtle as to be 
tiarely perceptible a lot of the time. At times, it's rather remini- 
scient of tho.se awful multiple choice biology questions that 
one lurched one's way rather erratically through at 'O' level. So 
unless you're quite a knowledgeable human biologi.st, the 
chances are that this particular game is going to give you quite 
a good run for your money challenge-wise. Unless, of cours;. 
you gel one of those howlingly obvious line or false state- 
ments; surely no-one could seriously be labouring under the 
delusion that the spleen can be found in the lower reaches of 
the left leg - could ihey? 

The great leveller 

You have to be interested in the subject matter, though, so 
we're not sure that it will make for much jocularity t>f the 
after-dinner kind - as its creators suggest in the documentation. 
It is a tad gory in parts, so those of you of a delicate disposition 
consider yourselves warned. 



DIET MENU-MAKER AND 
CALORIE VALUES • £30 

North Micro Laboratories put this dietary controlling software 
together with three objectives in mind: firstly, to provide a diet 
that is reasonably balanced, healthy and varied: secondly, to 
avoid strictly seasonal foodstuffs and, thirdly, to ensure that alt 
the lunch menus could be used as packed lunches if and when 
lequired. They also preferred to use dinner menu-s that could be 
prepared with a minimum of fus,s using only simple boiling, 
frying or baiting procedures. 

On entering the diet generator, the program first asks you a 
number of questions: do you want a pork-free diet? Do you 
requite a vegetarian diet? And, finally, do you want to restrict 
your entire daily intake of food to 1 000 or LSOO calories? Now 
this is all well and good, but nowhere docs the program inquire 
if the user is allergic to, or has a violent dislike of. certain foods. 
It seems like a bit of an oversight really only to cater to the very 
widest religious and/or ethical culinary preferences. 

The good news is, however, that the program's creators 
have included a substitute list for all the foods that diey have 
used. In other words, where there is mention of cereals, you 
could just as easily eat Quaker Oats as Shredded Wheat, 
Weetabin or Raisin Bran. Where fruit is specified, cherries, 
pineapple, stniwbenries, blackberries and so on, arc 
interchangeable. 

Turnip for the book 

In addition, there is a list of foods, mostly fruit and vegetables, 
that have been labelled ad lib foods. All this means is that 
when the going gets really tough - thai is, you're starving hun- 
gry and you've got another three hours to wait before Ihe next 
pigalhon (in your dreams, we might add) - you can eat up lo 
eight ounces of these or a miMure of them. And if the prospect 
of eating eight oimces of turnip tops as a stop-gap works you 
up into a fever of anticipation, well, it must be desperate. 

Once you've selected the kind of diet that you're inter- 
ested in, it's a simple matter to print out the coming week's 
delights. Seven daily menus appear on the screen; il's up to ytiu 
whether you choose to print them out or not. A day's typical 
menu is as follows: 
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Most of us have suffered at its hands at some lime nr anoiber - hul can we be sure iif the actual symptom details' 



The game has been spiced up in a number of ways which 
manage to combine elements of luck and skill to a quite suc- 
cessful, frustration-provoking degree. Special features include 
die free gold bonus award and the dreaded equalizer, ihc for- 
mer awards .SOtKl free points while 
the latter levels the score to zero if 
the wrong set of symptoms is 
selected. After the first player has 
hopefully successfully pinpointed 
his or her six diseases, it becomes 
the turn of the next contestant to try 
their diagnostic powers. 

The game is okay but we have 
to say at this point that it's horren- 
dously over-priced. # 



Micro Medic 



I'lUSl'S 
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Where from 
and for how 
much? 

You may be interested (o know 
Ihal th« pru^rams can \x 
bought colleclivel? - as three 
doubk-sjded discs - Tor Ihe 
price of £130 rram Niirlh 
Mtem-Uhnralories. CNR 
House, High Slrwl, Nordelph, 
NurMt: PFJit OBL ('phone 
number 036 6S 274). 
Altemativeb', you can huy Ihc 
program^^ individually, t'A.SK 
being lh« most cosllj at £J0. 
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RoltstHed S ie)ei IZS 

Porr idgeCUats) 110 

Kacarcnt^AI KiMcl&>RftM 100 

StihAQhetti Rau 100 

Cinurr NutslBijcuitsl 12» 

Jjin S|>(]ii9a SS 



Golden SyruK* 
to* CrpAn 



HskrsAttnt 
Crenn^Doublt} 



tags roAchtntnwtiun) 



Criapb^eA(U(Ryp> 
Crisi)lir«icls<Ubeat> 

UAt^r Biscuits 
Fruit Cdk; 
Kidsri,! Cuhr 



BUck Ir»<:li> 70 

Jellu<Unffid>} 'is 

ChoccUle (Hilk/Plniii) US 



Hi htCous Mhclf ) 
HI litEvji^eratFit) 
Sa ad Ditstftll) 
Esgi TrirdOtpdiunl 



n^ rnrl fsf nij(c-Pp^rl> Fr>T ^l:tr ^fri]-- '^'f^r P'lf- 



Now you need never worry aboul it: ouna- lor (iiince, you will know txacliy how many calories you're eating 



Fried egg and two Ihin sljns of bread with Ii oz of sttwed apples 
2 slices tif bread, 3 oz uf cheese spread. 6 oi. of l«imato, 6 oz oftclery and 4 
(1/ of nratijje. 6 m nf tomato soup, 6 oz of cod roe (fried in brfadcmmbs), i 
»/ nf boiled potato. 6 i>z of baked beans and 4 uz of stewed plant.';. Cliacis« 
aH).7S oz of chocolate blapple ind tangerine or cl half a pint nf beer 
Bearing in mind that we're talking about diets here, it could be 
a lot worse. 

The program's next main option provides you with a very 
comprehensive table of calorific values stretching over quite a 
few pages. Not only will diis be of 
interest, in its own right, lo the 
staunch, long-term dieter, it will 
also be of use when it come* to 
modifying, if need be, Ihe supplied 
menus lo your personal tastes. 

The Menu-Maker and Caloric 
Quantifier is one of the most suc- 
cessful programs in this suite of 
packages, ft is obvious that firstly, a 
lot of work has gone into its cre- 
ation and tastiy. that it has been pre- 
pared with the end-user very much 
in mind; at t30 it also represents 
the best value for money. • 



Menu Maker 



Pluses 

A Very useful caloric lablc 
A Proitani is usalilc ami 
«L'1I prcprcd 

Vlinuses 

▼ .Slill quilcwpciisivc 

▼ Docuraenlalioii is on 

the di*c 

▼ Printool faci III it's not 
[crribly sophislicated 



Diet 
generator 

N'onh Mkni I jboratnries 
dalni Lhi^l there are approxi- 
maick 2^.700 variations or 
diets nut including Ihf trn.s or 
Ihousandij more avuiluble via 
Ihf jjukstitutE dWi ntenu-^ 
Tl^iit ought 10 b« f naiii>h Lo 
keep )au gotn^ Tor a wtiilel 



Ease (if use 5'5 

l)(H.'uinenlulinn 2-'5 

Range nf lealurfs S'S 

Perliirmancc 4.'5 



KtllKI Plus 

lalne lerilicl l<i'2il 



StWfUfS June9047 



^ Cover feature 



AUTO CONVERSIONS • £15 

As is becoming the fasliion of late, this program comes with no 
hard copy manual (no book); instnictions arc supplied on disc in 
the form of a BASIC file (Ik in length). The program itself is 
fakly straightforward in its intent and practice. Ai! its name 
suggests. Auto Conversions provide."! a variety of numeric con- 
versions including 'miles to furlongs', continental clothes m.ea 
to British sizes and farenheit to centigrade, to list but three. 



I>o Vou reijuire 



HCfien's Blouses, Coat 5, Dresses, Skirts * Suits Fron 



(1) British lo U.S.O (2) U.S.fl, To British (3) British To French 

W French lo British (S) British lo Italian (6) Italian Id British 

Please Enter NuHher Vou Require E 
Now Enter VALUE Voti Uant Caitverting As HWBtH DnW 10 

Ihe finsyer Is 41 Italian Siie 



FOR mOINEH GO PBFSS 'a' 



Auloconversion enables you to cany out several numeric conversions; no more looking Ihem up in yimr diary- 



Birth pains 

While bmwsini; thnx^h Ihe 
seclifm an first aid, and 
expecting advice nn whether 
to use butter un scalds 
(don't I we were amazed 10 
set Ihe tolkmiug two sec- 
lions, lluw to deliver a bahf 
and hQM ta ^ve a Ira- 
c^ieotom). All well and eorid, 
evtrvone should hnDw these 
things. Rut once ire had 
descended into Itte 'going for 
a walk in Ihe counErv and 
having to deliver a child 
u^ng nshing wire (n tie the 
unibllka! cord' we lhoij;^l it 
mighl \k time lo move on .„ 
to the protesionBls. 



Using the program is simple enough. Ai the outset you are 
iisked to choose which numeric conversion you would like to 
make. This choice is available from a menu which provides 
more options than you would have thought there were 
conversions to be made. 

You input your choice and are taken to a new screen which 
may or may not ctintuin a number of sub-choices (for example 
when convening clothes sizes from British to European you are 
able to choose between Italian, French and a few others). Pick 
your option and give the number you would like changed in 
decimal (for those mischevious programmers among you who 
can read and understand hexadecimal or octal you might like to 
get your shoes measured in these!). Just enter your number and 
that's it! Once the new figure is sent to the screen you are asked 
to 'Press g" to continue. TSiis lakes you back to the initial 
screen. It is a shame that you are not given the option of con- 
verting the same units twice in a row [as in inches to miles or 
metres to miles in case you were mea.suring up or planning a 
garden for example) instead of having to return to the main 
menu and this does smack of we^ programming. 

Basically not 

All of the programs reviewed here run under Mallard BASIC 
which you will need to have running on tJisc or from the M: 
drive, Tliis version of the BASIC language comes with two 
interesting features; it is quite possible to save a program using 
the following format; 

SAVE"TOGIB.BAS",p 
The ,p at the end of the line means that the program is now 
protected. In effect, this means that it cannot be listed to 
screen or printer, nor can it be edited. All the programs in this 
suite are protected. 

Another facet of Mallard is the OPTION RUN funclion 
which disables Ihe [STOP) key and [ALT I-fC escape routine. 
This is all well and good if you have built an exit routine into 
your program, [f not, you lock the user into it until they reset 
their PCW by either switching it off or using 
tSHIFT]-i-[EXTRA]+rEXITl. None of the North programs here 
allow you to return to the BASIC ok prompt let atone CP/M. 
and all of them (it appears ... as they are protected we could not 
list them) have OPTION RUNs included. This irritation is com- 
pounded by the fact that each of the discs contain more than one 
program. The lack of exit possibilitie.'i means thai diere is no 
way to move between Ihem other than by re-booting (switching 
o[fandon)thePCW. 



CASE Supplement One • £20 

This di.sc contains textual information on 'home nursing', 
vitamins, drug and alcohol abuse, teenagers and juveniles, 'dis- 
ease time^' (or their gestation periods to be slightly less cryptic), 
E numbers, vitamin,s and hypnotism. The.sc consist of pages of 
'advice' and 'tips' which can be scrolled across your PCW 
screen. For example, the 'Teenagers and juveniles' section 
draws on Mr Nonh's anecdotal experience (in fact anecdotes are 
a staple for Mr Nonh's loosely connected .set of opinions - one 
re!ate,s lo him hypnotising his mother in 1 9421) as a foster 
parent. You are led through such topics a.<: smacking, earrings 
(which, we are told, "are acceptable to some classes") and 'liitle 
horrors'. After a few pages of this you may make your escape 
or, rather, return to a menu. 

It should be understood that none of die files on this disc 
are programs as such; that is to say diat none of them actually 
do anything for you other than provide reading matter. They arc 
simply pamphlets which have been written into a BASIC listing 
and which are then available for you to browse through when 
the fancy takes you. 

The 'information' is written in a rather esoteric style; for 
example, pos.wsives - 'babys' in dtis context actually means 
belonging to the baby. Spelling is also a free-form experience 
(no hang-ups or repressions here); North Micro Laboratories 
really like getting into the fundermental.s (sic) and you will not 
find yourself suffering from suffication (again ... sic). 

As for the infonnation which the program purports lo con- 
vey, the section tin di-sease times gives gestation periotis and 
symptoms for several virulent-sounding illnesses. The section 
on E numbers lists the numbers next to the name of the additive 
(there is no mention of where these might appear) and then 
continues with a small sub-section giving various ailments 
(from asthma to gout) which these Es might cause or aggravate. 
These titbits scroll along and using [EXTRA]-t[PTR] can be 
screen-dumped. 

FRANKLY SEX • £20 ' 

This set of files comes with password protection on side A of 
the disc. The passwording emails a line of BASIC programming 
on your pan so that information contained within tht pmgram 
may be kept from children (or anyone else for that matter). 

The program itself comprises yet more turgid text files. 
These contain Mr Nonli's opinions on various elements of 
physical sex from masturbation to experimenting with positions. 
Leaping from point to point in Uie same way as an intelligent 
fourteen year old might after having discovered the National 
Geographic magazine, it also contains a few virulent diatribes 
against the homosexual community. 

At ba,sc, Frankly Sex appears to be one man's trek through 
physical love. It merits no further comment except to say that a 
paperback edition of the Karma Sutra would be belter wrinen, 
less opinionated, cheaper and far less patronising. 

Side B of the disc contains another mish-ma.sh of opinion 
relating lo subjects as diverse as Finit Aid, Giving Up Smoking, 
All (sic) About Herbs, mineral needs and a section called Jusi 
for Women. ^— 

This last section coniains text relating to PMS ^U 



i 



(Premenstrual Syndrome), "women 
sufferers will know the symp- 
toms...", AIDS/HIV - " die result of 
disgusting sexual practices in far off 
lands... brought back to the more 
civilised countries", contraception 
and other subjects which might be 
of passing interest to someone. 
Again this can be printed out using 
lEXTRA+PRINTER). 

The other sections on die disc 
read just as much like a polemicist 
with a PCW - or any computer or 
ballpoini pen for that matter. The 
PCW itself is merely (under)used as 
an electronic pamphlet. • 
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N.M.L 
VARIOUS 



Plusiis 

4 Climes fin w-fomiullnbls 

} iiKh disc 
A .^iiln cnnveision i|uile a 

useful livlinj: 

MInusei 

▼ Opinion ml her ihm tat 

▼ .Appalling En>;lish 
T P;ijnmising 



Rase (if use 2''? 

DiHriimcnlalion 1'5 

Randeitlftaliires lo 

IVrfornianct I (J 

WKII) I'lits 

value lerdict 51(1 



The mogoiine 
you con listen 





In Classic CD you don't just 
read about the best new 
classical music recordings - 
you listen to them too. 

Every issue comes with a 
fiill-length compact <iisc 

featuring the pick of the 
latest releases: 70 minutes 
of outstanding music from 
the world's best performers. 

It adds up to a remarkable 
package which will enrich 
your enjoyment of classical 
music and help you make 
the right choices as you 
build your CD collection. 

Magazine + 

only £2.95! 

Classic 



The new approach 
to classical music 




BERNSTEIN IN HEREIN 

l.s tliis ihe besi Beethoven Nine? 




Britain's 
brightest young 
composer 



THIS MOVTH'S CD» 



0\ ER 60 NF.VV 

RKC0RI)1\(;S 

RE\'IF,WED 

AND R.\TED 



13 MAJOR RELEASES: FTLL DETAILS OX PACE 4 





... George 
explains 



Benjamm 
his music 



BEST OF THE 
CHEAPEST CDs 





Super Lindex 



The cost of an 
upgrade 

Linden b avuilabte Irom 
Fesli 1 il Softwire St itkh for 
Ibf price of iSiO. 
SiptrLlnitn costs fI4.9S 
kidiuivt of VAT, postage and 
jMckiiig. Owners of the former 
can upgrade to the latter at i 
cost of U prDviding that tlie 
w%JJial Lindei niasler disc b 
reUrocd 10 the folkiirii^ 
•ddrass; Festival Software 
SHiices, 470 1^9 Road, 
Tlidilev, Bradford, West 
V(irkshlreBDI09AA. 



Identity Parade 

We review the upgrade to a disc cataloguer which shows you exactly 
how to locate the file you're looking for 



SUPERLINDEX 

£14.95 • Festival Software 
Services • 0274 613300 

If the name of this program is beginning to 
clang dim and distant bells, don't worry, 
you're not experiencing 'deja vu'; we 
reviewed Lindex, this program "s pi^detes- 
sor at the end of last year. SuperLindex 
represents a significant upgrade on its ear- 
lier version. But first, what was so special 
about Lindex to merit the maximum rat- 
ings we gave it? 

Any experienced PCW user will know 
jusl how easy it is to accumulate over the 
months - or even, years - an impressive 
collection of 3 inch discs. Tracking down it 
particular file to resume work on it can be a 
protracted, tedious affair which involves 
working your way through each disc, carry- 
ing out numerous DlRs in the vague hope 
of recognising the filename, 

Lindex cleverly exploited 
LocoScript's identity Text option f|fl | 
Actions menu when in Edit mode) so that 
when the program listed all the files on the 
<li.«;. group by group, to the screen (or 
indeed, printer), the tlleiianie would be 



L 



Inspecting the rank and file 



; ^ ==« Suftr -LIHCEX =>=- 

1 CaUlogitt or LociiScript flits uith Contents Infonutiini 

. .. , ICorffuht t 1388 bu tjuid Johnson! 

« mtiBil SefUtre Strvicn, A7i Ltrii Botii. Iriattri). MIO ana, EnaUii< 



'"HMI!) ^F ^n )«tl£ S't controls. EXII U rm. 



t-!=Cle)r 




Hie LocoScript-lookalike [f?] Options menu, easily itic hub of Super Lindex. All your most 
important choices ait recorded here 



\^r — — ■ "— — juivj -Linv^A 

of LoeoScTjpt ril«s Hjth Co' ' 
, , . , , . ICotsrigJit i iaj9 1)« Jjoid • 

» Festjml Sottmre Services, 470 Leiii llo^a, jr. 



accompanied by a few tines of explanatory 
text: like the file's name, subject matter and 
size, U couldn't have been simpler to use. 

LocoFile link-up 

SuperLindex, as its name implies, is a 
beefier version of the same. Where Lindex 
was primarily for u.se with LocoScript files 
(both versions of the program were catered 
for), SuperLindex will now accommodate 
CP/M -based files - all sixteen groups of 
them if need be. Of course, a CP/M word 
processed document will lack LocoScript's 
Identity Text facility; Protext's equivalent, 
however, is the >C0 (or >») comment 
line. This performs exactly the same func- 
tion: when editing the document normally, 
the text following the command appears on 
the screen but won't on normal printout. 
SuperLindex will use it. however, as the 
explanatory text when cataloguing the files. 

SuperLindex similarly makes use of 
;. the CP/M file comment line or •, the 
dBASE I] command file. 

The other main difference between 
Lindex and its successor is the latter's abil- 
ity to write the catalogue of a particular 
group to one of two different kinds of file. 
The first of these is an ordinary 
.CAT file and is the same as that 
sent to the printer. The second 
kind of catalogue is saved as a 
.DAT file. This holds more 
information and is in a form 
which can be read easily into a 
database like LocoFile. For 
example, the details of each file 
are stored in a twelve -field 
record. Three fields (of 30 char- 
acters each) are devoted to the 
explanatory text. Because the 
maximum record size is only 
148 characters, all trailing 
spaces are automatically 
removed from the fields. 
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.LotoScnpl Editor 

.sri.hf ISaS, im, 1987 
Itconotivs Soriwirf Ltd. 



Press [EXff] and away you go; vistas of file tli-iails iprcad out liefiirc ynu. The iiiree lines of con- 
lent paniculm or ihe left-iiand side echo the infonnation recorded in Ihe Menlilj Texl facility 
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Space invaders 

The |f7) Options menu indicates 
how big the .CAT or .DAT file 
can he (less than 43K). If the 
file gets anywhere near this 
size, SuperLindex automatically 
curtails the file and informs you 
of its decision with the mes- 
sage: CATALOGUE FILE 
TRUNCATED DUE TO 
INSUFFICIENT MEMORY 
SPACE. Too many files cata- 
logued. This ability to merge 
catalogues into a LocoFile 
database is easily the most pow- 



erful innovatory feature to be introduced 
to this already highly successful package. 

Other differences can be detected on 
printing out the group catalogues. 
Incorporated into SuperLindex is a three- 
column printout facility which echoes the 
three 30-character lines that LocoScript 
allows for identity text. The identifying 
text of non -LocoScript files, on the other 
hand, is presented as a single line. 

Also new to SuperLindex is a 
Condense output text (again available from 
the |f7] Options menu), Ifyou tick this 
option, multiple spaces recorded within the 
Identity Text are condensed to single ones 
to save space. Sometimes it is best to use 
the three lines available in the Identity Text 
option to record three parcels of informa- 
tion; although cleariy separate, they relate 
to U\e same file. Ifyou prefer to print these 
out exactly as recorded, selecting the 
Condense output text option will not string 
them together willy-nilly; the program will 
insert a colon to separate the lines. 

Scroll on 

As with Lindex, you're not under any obli- 
gation to print out the lists of your files. 
Sometimes, it will be enough to see them 
scrolling down the screen. To freeze the 
frame for closer inspection, just press [f I]. 
Hitting the (EXIT] key, as before, re- 
enables the scrolling action. 

Most of the other Lindex features 
have remained unchanged; you can still 
carry out selective cataloguing by specify- 
ing which groups and even filetypes (or 
file patterns) you're interested in listing. 
The main difference here is that instead of 
having three drives available for possible 
caialoguing'you now have the option of 
listing the contents of drives A to P! 

Our only gripe, this time, was the 
jumbled documentation accompanying the 
software. This consisted of a Lindex 
instruction leaflet with a pink insert sheet 
highlighting the differences in the 
Superlindex application. Knowing that this 
rather disjointed effort is but a temporary 
state of affairs did little to dispell our, at 
times, hair- tearing 
confusion. 

In Super- 
Lindex, Lindex has | 
reached the height 
of its potential, 
exploiting both the 
power of the PCW 
while meeting the 
requirements of its 
many users. # 
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Cut Printer NOISE 
by up to 90% 

Noisy Printers are a major source of stress 
and will significantly reduce the efficiency 
of you and your colleagues. 

AMGARD Acoustic Hood will cut stressful printer 
noise by up to 90% enabling otfier tasks and 
functions to continue during printing. 
Not only will you hear the phone ring but you 
will actually have two-way conversations again! 
AMGARD Acoustic Hood features a 'see-through 
lid' with 'memory hinges' for easy access plus 
provision for single, continuous and automatic 
sheet feeders where fitted. 

AMGARD Acoustic Hood comes assembled ready to 
use with a model to suit your printer and at a price 
that won't make a big noise on your budget, 
e.g. AMSTRAD PCW9512 £99, with sheet feeder £139 

AMGARD Acoustic Hood, the professional solution 
for all printers. Phone for price and delivery for yours. 

Free delivery applies to UK mainland. Prices ewlude VAT. 

ORDERING: CALL our 24-hour Hotline NOW 

a 0993-883277 B 



PLC Gov'i gducalional & Deater 
Orders Wok^mQ or send paymenl [o: 
or FAX 099^^63333 
SUde m4bi A rrMdtl or huthnn wTwi tirj^r^ 
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A FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES IS SHOWN 
IN OUR CATALOGUE WHICH IS AVAILABLE FREE UPON REQUEST 

8000+ 4. 
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106A Chllwetl Road 


Tel 


Beeston 


0602 


Nottingham 


252113 


NG9 1ES 


(24 hrs) 



Tel 


106AChilwellRoad 


0602 


Beeston 


252113 


Nottingham 


(24 hrs) 


NG91ES 



Fax No.: 0602 430477 

All prices include VAT and 1 st Class Post in ttie UK. 
Export, Government and Education orders welcome. 



3D Cyrus 2 Chess ET4.95 

AMX Mousa'Desktop Publisher £58.95 

Bnan Clougli FdoiImII E14.95 

Budge Player 2000 EI1.95 

Bfrdge Player 2150 E21.95 

Business Cofilroller (Digila) £59.95 

Classic Games 4 E14.95 

Clock Chess 8S En .95 

Clocti Chess 89 E13.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 EtSSO 

Colossus Chess 4 E!3.50 

Dataslore 2 „ E33.95 

Graham Gooch Cricket , E14.95 

Hi SofI C E3B.95 

Hi Son Forth E14.95 

HI Sofl Knile Pfus EM.95 

LocoECfipt II t Loeospsll E32.95 

Locodle E2B.95 

LocoEcript 2 £22.95 

Maslerflle aoOO E32.95 

Masterpach (Masterpaint 4- Ma s tBT Ec an) .■E5B.95 

Mini Office Professional Plus £33.00 

Money Manager Plus. £28.95 

Payroll (Di^ita) £29.95 

Payroll Plus (Digila) £69.95 

Personal Ta« Ptanner £21.95 

Prospell £22.95 



Protejct £49.95 

Scapeghosl £14.95 

Scrabble £14.95 

Small Business Actxunts (Cash)..... £69.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £t3.50 

Supercalc2 „ £59.95 

Supertype 2 _ ._ £t 2.99 

Tasprint 8000 £12.99 

Tassign £24.99 

Tasspell 8000 £1 3.99 

Tasvmrd 8000 £19.95 

Tomahawk (Helicopler Sjmulaitor} £14.95 

Triuial Pursuil £14.95 

TheCorrpleleHomeEntertair}merttCenlre.,£17.95 
(Backgammon, Darts, Dominoes, Video Card 
Arcade. Wordsearch) 

Educational 

Bet1erMath3(12-16Yrs) £12,99 

Better Spellmg (9-14 Yrs) £12,99 

Magic Maths £12,99 

Maths Mania (a-12 Vrs) £12,99 

WorWWise £12,99 



10 xCF2 Maxell Disk 
ONLY £19.50 



Please make Clieques and Postal Orders Payable to 

Worldwide Software 

Credit Card Orders accepted by Ptione or Mail. 




Are you a recent reader of SCfX) Plus? Or have you mi.ssed out on some of ttie 
eartier issues and want to catch up? We have limited quantities of our back 
issues listed twlow. The prices include a nominal 25p postage. Remember, all 
issues contain excellent TipOff sections and the selection of BASIC listings, 
plus the other regulars. To order use the order riirm below. 



Issue 21 £1.75 New LocoSeript fonts 
reviewed. Guide to add-ons, PC/PCW 
link. Order Code 80O21 

Issue 24 £1.75 Wll Special report, 
Four-page features, back issues index, 
astrology, cricket, database reviews, 
DIY Graphics. Mini Office book 
Order Code 80024 

Issue 25 £1.7.*) Spreadsheet special. 
Flipper review, DIY share analysis. 
Home banking. Jeffrey Archer & his 
PCWs' GS.X graphics. 2nd hand PCW 
Guide Order Code KODIS 

Issue 30 £ 1 .75 Speech synthesiser, teach 
your PCW to talk back, transferring files 
from a PCW to a PC. Lightning Basic 
review. Order code 80030 
Issue 32 £ 1 .75. Aslmlogy on your PCW, 
Lcaming C/PM, PCW U.ser Groups, The 
Ams trad-Sugar story. Publishing botjks. 
Order Code 80032 

Issue .13 £2.00, Four spreadsheets com- 
pared, C/PM for beginners, five budget 
printers reviewed Order Code 80033 

Issue 34 £2.00. Accounting packages 
reviewed, the full lepon, write a best- 
seller, the series on spreadsheets. 
Order Code 80034 

Issue 35 £2.00. Take a look at com muni - 
ealions. budget modems analysed. Play 
sweet music on your PCW. The PCW out 
on Safari in Africa Order Code 80035 

Issue 36 £2.00. Micro Design II, is this 
the best DTP package so far? 
MoneyManager, the new one, fully 
reviewed. The new ASF9512 from 



Amstrad. 

Order Code 80036 

Issue 37 £2.00. Take a look at the jumbo 
ram drive for your PCW, Choose 
between three hard discs. Mini Office 
Plus, is it worth the wait? 
Order Code 80037 

Issue 38 £2.00. Need a third disc drive? 
The Composers Pen for die PCW 
Musician, Women in computing. 
Order Code 80038 

Issue 39 £2.00.Two new games. Choose 
a database from our selection. Which 

interface diies what?. 
Order Code 80039 

Issue 40 £2. 00. How to rescue lost data 
from damaged discs. PCW speech syn- 
thesiser. A tour of the DTP options. 
Order Code 80040 

Issue 41 £2.00.The RAM pack that slots 
onto the PCW. Use your PCW as a fax 
machine. Order Code 80041 

Issue 42 £2.00. Language learning pack- 
ages. The Top Ten PCW games. Which 
word-processor should you choose. 
Order Code 80042 

Issue 43 £2,(X). Discover your family 
tree with your PCW. How to get to grips 
with Mallard BASIC. Order Code 
80043 

Issue 44 £2.00.Choosing a printer. Step 
by step guide to adding a 5.25" drive. 
The fastest clip-art package for Stop 
Press. Order Code 80044 
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Our Daily Bread 

Nick Vandome shows you how to get your articles accepted in the 

national daily newspapers 



TI7 

ft/ If l^cn [ first began writing, my 
■ W one overriding ambition was not 
f ' for hitherto undremneU of fame 
and fortune - 1 rely on the football pools 
for that - but rather seeing my name 
attached to an article in a national newspa- 
per. Realistically, I imagined this would 
coineidt roughly with the time that 
Halley's Comet made its nejLt appearance 
in our skies or, at best, when my hair 
was going grey and my teeth were 



beginning to fall out. 

Undeterred nonetheless, I sat down in 
front of the keyboard and began hashing 
away at my Amslrad PCW; I sent my first 
two efforts to Tlie Guardian and The Duily 
Telegraph, mainly out of curiosity, it has 
to be said, as to how these .seemingly 
impenetrable markets would go about 
ridiculing my priceless pm.se. To say that 
I was surprised when not one. but both 
newspapers wrote back saying they 



IT'S A FICKLE OLD BUSINESS 



WHEN pt;<iptc ask me what one word I would use 
to sum up writing for national new.spaper^ (a 
question that tloes not pup up incredibly frequently 
it must lie satdl 1 invariably reply '(lektv'. Vou 
never really know from one article to ilie ne.\t what 
the reaction !■; goin;; to be; yoti may have hud ten 
cotiwcutive articles rejected by one editor and 
then otif enthusiastically accepted, and c<invet-sel,v. 
after several acceptances, you may have one 
returned fur no apparent rea,son. One of my expe- 
riences with The Daily Telegraph Is a perfect enam- 
p!e of the up and down exiiilence you can expect 
from the naiitmals. 

The instance concerned an article ! wrote 
about cooservalion on the c;reat Barrier Reef. 
While I was in Australia I vtrtdc to the travel edi- 
tor, Bernlce Davison, nsking if she would be 
Interested in seeing the piece. She vrrote back say- 



in;; that they hud enough material covering that part 
of the world at the moment. Fair enough. 

A couple of months later I was bach in the UK 
and sent the idea to the Telegraph's environment 
page editor. I was more Ihan a touch suprised when 
I heard hack from Bemice Davison sayinjf tliat the 
letter had been pa.ssed on to her and she thought it 
would Hi into a series she was planning on the travel 
pages. She then accepted the article and 1 thuut>ht 
happily that was that. Not so fast though. 

Two weeks later Bernlce wrote saying that the 
envlrotiment page was having an article written by a 
stuff writer that covered very similar gnnmd to my 
piece anil no she would be unable to use it after all. 
After some vehement cursing at the injustice of It all 
I put it down to the ups and downs of dealing with 
the national press - and ihen sold the piece to a con- 
servation maga:dne the next vreefc. 
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wanted to use the pieces would scarcely do 
my somewhat dramatic reaction justice 
(stunned and stupificd would be closer to 
the mark). Since then I have revived 
myself with smelling salts, written more 
material for national newspapers and 
realised that, contrary to my original 
belief, this is a market that is open to all 
writers. I look at it like this. If I can do it, 
there's no reason that anybody else can't. 

Picking your paper 

When contemplating a written assault on 
the national press the most important con- 
siderations are, what to write and who to 
write it for. Initially, your choice of market 
shoud be the national newspaper that you 
read most frequently, be it The Times or 
The 'Super Soaraway' Sun. The advantages 
of this are that you will know the style of 
the newspaper and you will probably have 
a greater interest in the subjects tackled 
within the paper's specialist pages. There's 
a lot of truth in die old adage that an inter- 
ested writer is usually an interesting one. 

As to what to write for the nationals 
there is such a wide range of specialist 
page.s these days (some of them are like 
mini-encyclopedias) that there is no 
excuse for a writer not to be able to find a 
topic that appeals to his/her artistic (or 
otherwise) sensibilities. 

The Guardian is probably the best 
bet in this regard and has sections on 
travel, education, the environment, the 
media, motoring, young people, comput- 
ing, and gra.ssroot.s (anything outside 



Writing 



London), to name but a few. All these 
sections take freelance contributions ant) 
1 have written for three of them. 

Another regular contributor to SOW 
Plus, Mike Genurd, recently had a piece 
published in the computing pages about 
producing his own book on an Amstrad 
PCW (We published a similar feature in 
the March issue of the magazine; see page 
??. Edj. All the other nationals have simi- 
lar departments and so there should be 
something to tickle the fancy of even the 
most choosy scribe. 

If after writing your article you draw 
an initial blank with your own favourite 
national, then move on to one of similar 
type. However, just because you are 
aiming at an equivalent publication it does 
not mean that you should just change the 
address on the outgoing envelope. Buy the 
newspaper for at least a week and do all 
the dimgs that are a bil tedious in writing, 
hut very necessary; study style, use of lan- 
guage and article length. Having done this 
send off your article again and if it is 
returned then tepeat the process. If this 
still brings no joy then Do Not Pass Go, 
Do Not Collect £200 but deploy your 
writer's thick skin and go back to square 
one and write another article. 

If you have researched your markets 
thoroughly, cho-sen an original topic and 
written about it concisely - nol inc 
onsiderable 'ifs it has to be said - then 
sooner or later the chances are that you 
will land on May fair. 

Dealing with editors 

The question of initial contact with editors 
is a choice between sending in your com- 
plete article, writing an outline letter or 
phoning. If it is your Fir^l encounter with 
an editor, then 1 would suggest that you 
send in a finished example of your work. 
Etespite what some people think, it will be 
read and even if it is not u.sed, it will give 
the editor some idea of your style. It may 
lead to your next article being accepted. 

Once an editor is familiar with your 
work, then it is better to send in a query 
letter than to phone. This is because ideas 
usually look better on paper once they 
have been thought out instead of being 
garbled down the phone and it gives the 
editor time to dwell on the idea and maybe 
fmd some different possibilities in it. He 
or she is nol likely to take too kindly lo 
any verbal badgering. 

Whatever happens, if you get any 
kind of encouragement from an editor, 
then lake it as such; editors on national 
newspapers do not say frieiidly things just 
to make people feel better. My recent 
experience with The Scotsman .shows how 
it is worthwhile t^ing an encouraging 
word at face value. 

A couple of years ago I had a short 
article published in The Scotsman but then 
my next half dozen attempts amassed 
several impersonal, form rejection slips. I 
had almost given up having anything pub- 
lished by them again when the features 
editor said that he had found one of my 
articles very interesting but the topic had 
just been covered a few months earlier. 1 
was encouraged. My next atteinpt met 



AND NOW FOR THE NEWS 



ONE area rarely considered vvhert rat ion id news- 
papers arc concerned is the possibility of freelance 
news eontrihuliotis. And there is probably a good 
rea.sun lor this; the upeninf;s arc few and far 
between, you woit'l )>et a byline and the mtmcy will 
nol exadly ensure carl.v rellremenl. Huwt'vcr. il 
can be done. 

In general, newspapers rely iin recognLsed 
correspondents (.stringers) for their national neus 
and if you have a news stori (hen it is best to get in 
touch H'ith the one nearest your area (phone the 
paper and find uul »'hcre (his is). 

Mr R Stephens, an assisiani news editor at 
TIte Doily Telegraph, summed up (heir atlHude to 
news ctintribiititms. "Speaking just from the news 
side, we only accept freelance contributions from 
accredited correspondents unless they have been 
vouched for by members of our staff or other 
correspondents. This is to guard for accuracy. 
We accept stories from non-accredited sources on a 
Up basus and these have lo be checked out by a 



member of our slalT, 

"All items of news provided Ihey have a 
national interest and not just a purely local <me are 
welcomed by (his desk - whether thev get in the 
paper is up to the sub-editors. Stories can range 
from major Ores and murders to environmental 
issues like (he disappearrtncc of marshland lo make 
way for housing. We u.S(! a considerable amount of 
stories filed by our local stringers every day. 

"As regards payment, we niirrnall.v pay a 
minimum of US for a paragraph inside ihe paper 
and payments range between £20 and £5(1 for up (o a 
(bird of a column. For page leads we pay around ttn 
but this figure can be increased depending on the 
s(reng(h uf the story and we would naturally pay 
more for items used on the front page." 

Sft unless yiiu have always wanted to be a free- 
lance ncws'htmnd, or you discover that your lucal 
MP is building a nuclear missile iit his hack garden, 
it may be rather hard work trying (u make a living 
from freelance news contributions. 



with a similar response and 1 remained 
encouraged. Then, third lime lucky, I had 
an article accepted - confirming my belief 
that the editor's comments had been sin- 
cere and that he really had been interested. 

The black cat factor 

From my own experience with the nation- 
als, I think my articles have been accepted 
fora variety ofreasons.Otie of these is 
certainly luck but this could also he 
described as 'being in the right place at the 
right time' - I sold one travel piece to The 
Telegraph because the country I was writ- 
ing about, Zimbabwe, was considered to 
be the flavour of the month in the UK at 
that particular time. 

But, as is the ca.se with most things, 
you have to make your own luck in the 
writing world and create your own place 
and time; if an article is rejected once, il 
does not mean it will nol be accepted by 
the next editor you try. Remember, 
intimidating as they may seem, editors 
of national newspapers are real people 
who have differing tastes and differing 
requirements for dieir pages. 

I sent one piece to eight different 
nationals and. thanks to encouragement 
from The Sunday Times, I eventually 
placed it with a new adventure 
magazine. Persistence, even if it does cost 
a bit in postage, is well worth the effort in 
the long run. 

However. leaving things entirely to 
chance is not a cast-iron guarantee of 
success and I always try to abide by a few 
basic rules. 

DO: Be professional. When dealing with 
top flight mai^ets you have to make sure 
that the editors only have your writing to 
consider and no outside distractions such 
as poor spelling or presentation - typed, 
double-spacing with wide margins should 
go without saying. Also, fmd out the 
names of the individual editors - it only 



takes a phone call and it creates a much 
better impression. 

DO: Be confident. If you have faith in 
what you are doing, then this will translate 
iiself into your writing. Don't feel you 
have to apologise for sending material to 
the nationals. 

DO: Take advantage of any pieces that are 
published in the nationals. Make copious 
amounts of photocopies and, after sending 
them to friends, relations and your 
favourite auntie's cat, use them to start 
building up a portfolio of your work. TTtis 
will be a great help when approaching 
other markets. 

DON'T: Over-write. Keep your sentences 
short, and as infonnative as possible. 
Nationals have very limited space so you 
must make every word count. I try and 
keep features to ItKK) words or less. 
Editors will sub your copy down if neces- 
sary but they prefer not lo if avoidable. 
1 recently had an article returned 
from The Gmirdian with the comment. 
'The problem is that you waste valuable 
space with lao much discursive comment.' 
I totik this to mean that 1 had been waf- 
fling. Point taken. 

DON'T: Submit pieces with which you 
are not totally satisfied. No writer will 
never believe that they have written a 
perfect piece but if you feel you have not 
done yourself justice then don't send it to 
anyone; it will just come straight back 
again and probably spoil your chances 
with that editor in the future too. 

DON'T: Lotik at the morning newspaper 
and think. 'I could have written that". 
Remember that the nationals do take 
articles from new and unknown writers. 
So. whatever you do. don't get 
discouraged. Just sit down and do it! • 



Folding stuff 

Prcslfc^e ii not the only i;iin.si()- ' 
eraiion. when wiiling for ttc 
nationals; tk money i.s aJso ^ 
unponant fatlor You can 
cifpcci ici get iL miniEiiLiin of 
riOOpcrlOOO'wor^buiin 
a^afiEy it jji likely lev be much 
higher. I have been paid £l(Kl 
forfl600*T]rd!iiiictcai>d£lM0 
for one of M) wncili, Vcc )op 
feaiure^ aiKl esi^Juiivia, ihc 
sky'MbelJjnn. 
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The Amstrad Profess ion a 
User Group is the official 
support organisation for 
Amstrad PC, PPC and PCW 
owners. 

With thousands of 
members nationwide, 
the Amstrad 
Professional User 
Group has 
proved, beyond 
doubt, to be ffie 
essential add-on 
for Amstrad 
Computer Users. 




Members enjoy 

On-Line Technical 

Assistance, Substantial 

Discounts on Hardware 

and Software, a monthly 

Magazine, Newsletter 

and Offers, Nationwide 

Training, Welcome Pack 

and choice of quality 

Free Gift upon joining. 

Gold Card 

Membership is 

designed for the larger, 

possibly corporate user. 



THE ESSENTIAL 
ADD-ON 



Silver Card 
Membership is 
for the standard 
scale Amstrad 
User. 

For full details 
and our full colour 
brochure, simply 
return the FREEPOST 
coupon (no stamp 
required) or ring 

091 510 8787. 




Please send me Membership 
details of the Amstrad 
Professional User Group. 

I cm resident in the U.K. 

Nome 

Address.. 



Postcode. 

Day Phone Number 

Machine Type 



Send to: 
Amstrad 
Professional 
User Group, 

FREEPOST, 
Sunderland 
SRI 1BR 
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Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

"Inmteilmg solullon IhoughDuHy de^neif sa>s 8000 Plus 



The new Com-Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
stack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter of a square 
metre ot door space Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angleci keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
friendly The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high. 41 cm wide 
and beautilully finished in 
durable red, white or black 
lacquer, the una comes to 
you as a flat pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
with the alien key provided 



THE PRICE: £35.00 

PLUS VAT C5.25 and P8P £4 70 
TOTAL E4'L95 

TO ORDER: 

Posi your cheque tor £44 .9S 
togelher wilh your narne and addr&ss 
and choice ot colour rad white or black to 



COM-STAX LTD. FREEPOST. LONDON, SW5 OBH 
Tel: 071 244 6292 

Pl*j« allow ?il UiTi lor delirtfi I lif Com S[jj is i Copviiftftl deiisd Palfol aupi^efl l(n 




31/2" DISC DRIVE 

only £79.95 + £3.00 p&p 

31/2" DISCS - 10 for £7.50 

2 11-1 1 allows you to read, write and format 
lil ->- PC discs -8256, 8512 only, 

£49,95 or £39.95 when bought with a drive 



The normal intertial 3" B drive does everything our 
external 31/2" B drive does except :- it won't allow 
you to buy discs at 75p each to read/write to PC I 
fortnatted discs. And you definitely can't buy it for 
less than £80. Our top brand TEAC drive needs 
no extra power supply and is very easy to connect 
to the 8256, 8512 and 9512 computers via a single 
ribbon cable. Housed in its sleek white metal case 
it measures just 17 x 11 x 3 cms and is supplied 
with full step by step fitting instructions. 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE - £29 95 

Turn your 8256 into an 8512 with our easy to 
lit upgrade kit. Full fitting instructions supplied. 



COMPACT 
MICROS 



177 sunnyslde Lane, 

I3tley Road, Bradford BD3 OJB 

Tel: 0274 640589 (tech 636652) 



COURSEMASTER 

The Computer Horseracins Prosram 

• ftftTES AMY IW:E 'N seconds - ANiyOAILy NEWSP^^R IS f^i YOU NEED 
f NEVER out o1 asti ■ Both N Hunl 4 Flat - F«s DW &1tl> 

» .ftM^I W ACCUflAO^^ - NOW you CAN KAT THE BOOKipi 
» WartA on thp S'liXJlc [x-nciple tfi* FAST HOftSES BEAT SLOW ONES" 
» Ci«arty idenril'iR bcit selKtion. inev^ry race plus these A^M^;ElNG Vaturts 
» UvA, 5ecoridandiltiiiidchotC'C'ih?An'forro»«aHS& Thcasts.rtc 
itecomrrenidrs most suitable type of bet 

• Acluilly vffirisetrt yftjf WINNINGS On n>wi popular bG* inclLidifig 5lHijtE5 
£ IXXJBLES. win and Mcn way PATENTS, y,W^ltEE5, CANADIANS. HEiNZ etc 
&30D EACH WAV «id LONG 0005 IMS c!car!y 4hOMi 

» Will PHINl OUI ^Ojr BITClNQ SLIP tof you 
»i^-irtBrii&aBANKACCOyMT-0ETiii«PftCHfES5IONAjLS<ioi Recon:te.tfiyoMr 

twCi in *v nuTnibtft cJl Kcounts. JCeep a eomp(e!e r^ctird of your betting <x 

norrtpaie COUttSEW^TEB agwnst ^our tSwCUTte tupfflW 
»FMJ5!'!l- rheAMAi!iNGCOUfiSeiWVSTEES¥5TEM TfiisfupobbetlingsYitem 

11 iixluaied mt+iecifcigfgm A^yacitiwhiGhiregijtetypradoceshkJacsvirii 

'rem srtTMSli safcci TrynMt£»npsyforitKtfrnartytirriao«som>^Fir!Tday 

• ^^.ppt«dwitM20 E^a^ ^triNG QJlDE AndM^NUlM. 

mn HOT TIP OF THE MONTH TO EVERy PURCHASER 

A'/ailabic fc al' IBM PCs & Compatibles and Amstfad PCws 
®£'t?95inciu5ive 



PERM-MASTER 

M vou flf-c' one of Itiose dOOIs punteri wtio reguiatiy \j^x^ ttw peirn plAra 'or 
en[eri?>g your vveeWy coupon, <a& wc at Intrasct recontiend] 1 hen it is ohtn 
cH-TiiLilt lo as5«s vvhelhp tarnot you have «tufllly w«o PERVi-MASTta put& an 
cn^ij to thai W'mh it you sifflfiiy ente^ tr« ngmtwr cf pants dttflintd tar fflch /^ 
■rour selections, wid PERM-MAStER ctoes the mt The pfogram is 5upp3ied 
flliEot^ wHi some of re top pLans buiH m, but i* yo.^ ■faveume « not rbefc. tt>er. 
icu can iimp^ Create ■jOii' Own, unmg the uniQue peim editor 

FAST Aid SIMPLE Id use 

UNIQUE PEfljNii EDITOR ahOw&you to Add plfirnnoiiiifjp^iccl (SFi^jty edit the 

F<x most OLOOt^tiMS and SINGLE UNEpiom (UptDSSstiectKAS) 
AvaJlabFe as for POOLSmaSTER & £17.9S indus^e 



|£ PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO 

• WHAT EVt^ you MiCftO % yOU can ise ■>! to "-s^tz a gOOtJ in^a^T^ 

• Bv«n if VQy onlyhifiT o cOutJle of fwtflto spw e MCh 'i^^dt 

- We wve put (ogether a pK^v^e of 6«y< «ra*le sod pfacttal tKJSrfieK 
Kjeas wtiH;h [;an easily be used b^ asirtjne wrih srry m*cFo 

• No cQ*ripu(ei' e>jiertisc requirpdli 

I Ejm [£i's trqm home doing wh3t you enjoy doing - ui5.'ng your CQWPUTEflfl ff 

cKscn-i matief ^At^<h jnodei 
> Vizu frob^bVAkreK^ fuvCdll ytxj neeoic smt earnirg 

• iHOiJ^ANDSof p3terOBJcu5tOniert«hyourft'eflw(y)ww)iGLAOLypff|i^ 
xmces *twi)iaiow you htwlo find them" 

•MIst^bystepaurtdrtoE^fiNINOMONEVFRCwyCHJUWICRO FREE 
BUSINESS tCEASCASSEHE TAPE *nH EVEIT^CtX^ 

£12.95 Inclusive 



POOLSMASTER 

The Computer Football Pools Predictor 

Tr*e amftiing POOLSMASTEfl Drogram « fay l«r She best Pools Pwdictof *^ h*^ 

evef ?een in lusi 10 ^^ks o( trying thrt program c^jwlws, w* won no te-s tfan 

15' drfldcrtfc, Che largcH. ticng neotfr/ pbO Mr F C Wemmond hc^n EiMs won 

nesfly tlOODD,00 injusi T6 weeta Ir^ h^s owm vi^cb "fi\ 4 licence to piin< money" 

POOLSH^STiii ti vin^jie 10 liie and <e^iia on^ ttiaE vou I'-em the league uot« 

uc to date L^ins your vAudl nevi/sp«per 

rhe *esuif of many ywrH «se«cri into ihe locttMH t*oots tjy ihe Rcosrammeir Mftiio 

E-.*™ (^ C.C S , the pcjyam 15 a m«etptece uf Dtpeiiv, and ti simpJtCkfif itsetf (o 

use 

' ftiiiii:!i l"tomes, A*«ift ar>d S^bvhi^ 

■ No ihddV typing m of teams nom« flc ind no neOundam cjfltflbflses, 

• iritiant read-out c Hardcopy it you have a offner. 

■ uxs SctoTtifii formula b«ed en recent tomi home and awajr, league pcsJtcm, 
goals Kowd etc it h» long been "cahsea that cei^m combtnisjons d these 
factor return d rrnx*! highef ttiari ai^age a' drajvi than the =*t.^ of s-jv^^ 
wouldeitpecc POOL^wMfERlootsforliTCK fKirorsindandlyses their 
jgnilicflfxe to give yot\ the I3k« possible thance of a wwi 

• ;*^ hgs fl -SeeiLience Prediclcc option Many peippHf eelie«e ftat ccflair= 
rwinbefS on 1l^ cciopn c&r* na ffC^* often tnan others, and ow a «aiOii 
cjaReins do iccm Lo devetcc The pnjqfamflnniysestiwse patterns and 
DtediCtS the nLrinOer? mcjil l,-*ely tocorric upneJl <"?^fliniv mrmr sr iprmir.: 
■han stickiiig a p*n in, 01 family timixlffi*5 etc 

If VOU do the POOLS then this Is the program for you. 
Available as for Coursema^ier 6 £1 9.95 Inclusive, 



+++SPECIAL OFFER+++ 

SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISKS: 

COMWNNG BO'^' !"""".' ■■■-"■": ■ ■"■■■'■ : i.-" ■^.'■':'tl^ t i-l -J- 

CONIMNIMC-. ■ - -■• :■: ■,■..■.,■: ; i.;:J'V':- 

eUV AMV THREE DISKS (OR TWO INCL COMPENDIUM) 

AMB RECEIVE PROFIT FROM yOUR MICRO ASSOLUTEty FREE 



THE GRAPHOLOGIST 

' ■', pff.'g'on! 1^ a ni.,sr 'r:.r -r-^-'^'-c ■■■IH'C^XO '--■ 3"-^ >-^ "^'S f^"*" ' M '■:J-^'''" ""i- '^ 

indlysii'ig Other peoples i' >% a'?^ wcry us«tul lor anaij'S-'ng o^oi'pcct've 

■■-ijjloyees hincwfitt'ng ^cn use tic program, a »mple of nai^dwritinig is 

;'ftained pcrferaPiy m inli From the «*n n%eriu o' the program you will be 

. -.rompted and suiOcd to examine each EipaU' 0* tnc Mflrpic Vou wtit rhe^i tJe 

lakcn tfwougji deeper and deeper sets of. sub memjs.. «li pnji'fipiing you rot 

rplevsnt dciftili. ol d^ wni-ng. And tJit DOirtfs lo w«ch for, and aiJd tQ the fi.c if 

■srspdcatjie 

uccrco!Tple!i>5rywjB'eicftwiihadisk!neupto15 pages tong (ocpcndiing ryi 

the depth of detail vcu criowe), this hie cury then be eiiTed withm your w^-yd 

Hocessof to podyc* a fuH repcn fcf the writer 

FuHy eKpcnenceO Graptiotogi^fs i;an charge alnwrt! vrtat llwy like for 4 fun 

analysis, » Piis could pf o^« a ve^y lucrati'^ business vcniL/e (or you 

Wc must ixKAHewer ttrKS, rtiai unie*,s you are eHpC'eneccI m graphodsgy, then ia* 

cfln ir> no way guarantee ttw accu^Ky of the inFo*mffiion thm the prcg^jm 

provides If you iSfe an enthursasiic anwicur or ju« cwnot^. ttien this pfcgiam 

could provide hours o* eRtertairvnent, wf;ils5 leachir*; vcu the finer- art Of i^i?. 

fasciTiBimgwtiiea 

Tr< text wiltiir^ The GftAPKXOGIS* was lesearcTiedana'wntiKn l3y a top IfSTxto-- 

grapholisgisVcnminolDgisi James *bodvva!d ''"hr *ofTvww was f^j^.v *yi Mwtir. 

Evartsour consultant wft*eif- w'.c 

Available f6f IBM PCs & Conr>patibles and Ain^lrad PCWs 
Q &H.9S Inclusive 



CASHMASTER 

Waster your own rmances Thete \i now no need lo oe frfghteneO byll 
accourrtancy tohware, iI^SHmaSTEH presides you with tt« eastest method yet I 
irrverted to keep mck ot all >ojr finances 6e you a txi5«» or piofasH^nQl I 
undividual, you are sme to need lo know where your money is gomg 
CASHMASTER w<lt allow you to input aSl the necessary informfliion. pern 
tran^ction m ov: sntiY^ie opFStKn, whitst allCF^inigi >ou lo e?3iact We i9teoiute|l 
jTBiimum Crom rt all oSmh with ani array of itfltemenfs ff>d repcfts 
p features VAi anfltysis 

• Edsy, na{i^l d«ta emry - jlai like a hane^Mitten Icd^ei 
Afry arKxnt of ledjrr (it? 

■ IjH^fCi^Cari SlMfi ^Vl"""* pCfiOO, ttiere ij noc»ie year timit 

• Reporte can be produced o>^r«T^ lime sjMnd da^to nOOycaisl 
« V(W9Ci5S5C[>d« ruser deJifvibir) per led^r fjle 

• ^tyw Accounts per ledger nie 

Detailed -siwemem ito^wng tulancn cScieaed «cputb A clawej) 
« PicJfil £ Loss Slatemcm.^ {Selected xcinjia & ciosstctals] 
Taggirg o( enrrtes fa extta leport seJectP/ity 
lwn*s can tie inclusive, ExcJus^* c Zero VAl or vAT cwi Oe lus i5ncied 
VAT elenfiefrt autorratpcaiiy calciuWed and dispta>«d 

• Poo up running loWl calculator 

t Entiies c#^ repeated with just one key press (Standing Ciden ete) *eeWr. 
■ortnightly, rwitjnthly, (ijmcify; HalJ Vfear ty Of Warty 

• Enmescan be edited or deleted at arriii Ume 

Insert entenes anywhcit, CASHlWASIER p»Jtt them m chrgnologicai Ofttler (oi 

you 
•ftepcrtsd^ectablrtoSciten, Pnnter or Disk life 
- Detailed selccirmty for report? 

Refcjence hekHoreaenenhydriwotceNo.DespNOttr^ksetc) 

• 1 0,000 encrtes PC ivston, S.HW PCWs 

• rJo rKvi fcr ■sons, £twtffi m correct order 

All furci-ons and operations, tillable frorri main pro-am screpi 

Most luTCttOfri ooeraie from a smgle key pres 

Scan TtifDugh the ledje? a line, cr page al a time if retjuned 

Split flfid fnci^ file 

Class arxj Accotirt coOe descnpttora visible at all times. SdOll Ctvougfj cMigc: 

gf code^w^ihonefceyptni 

f REE seperate oinmng Total calculator for fiddvig tv itvsecheques, u$eihji iit-r 

ctXKe quick sums 

W£ APOLOGISE fO Mi OTHER SOfVitMt WRUERS AM> TO AfftOME £lS£ 
WHO HAS BCUGwf THE OTHER SO CALt-EO 'EAST TO USE' PftOG»AMS 
CAShW^TEfi REAUV DOES B'.tW THE LID OFF COr/iWjTEHlSEO ACCCXINtlt^C 

THIS IS HOW IT SHOULP BE DOME 

Hot <?r\ty stsperiof to the competithn, its fv cheaper toot 
& £09.95 Indusive 

Avii\idOi^ fof IBM PC's ^ Lon^p^tibles & Am^Srsd PCJf/z 
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INTRASET LTD, (MPT 8000-F) 

FREEPOST 

No 10WOODSIDE AVENUE, 

CLAVTON-LE- WOODS, 

CHOBLEY, lANCASHIRE, 

PR6 7QF 

^^ W:{>e57S76B00 ^_ 




HDI CLIPS & FONTS. 60 CUPS £ U FOWTS 

MO? DESKTOP MAGIC .CLIP ART ANC BORDER 0£SIGNS 

> /llM*r sti il. '■"«;► 

HD3 IMAGE KII M iABCEfi ILLUS'flATONS 

H04 PqSTEH KIT LAROEn CUT AND PASTE LETTERING 

HD5 PAGE MACC: !0 GRAPHIC S-SPOFfTS FIGURES 

CiMlTfZEO PICTURES AfiO FRAMES 

HDfi GARTCX>N FUN. 86 CAf^IOONS 

H07 PICTURE BOX: A SELECTION Of GRAPHICS AND 

LETTEnJNC CONVERTED FFIOM OUfi PC RANGE 

CUP PACK: A SELECTION OF 2W GRAPHICS FROM HDtt 

HLK? IN CRF FORMAT FOB THE DESHtOP PUBLISHER 

4U DISHS*REf!JK}£ACHI>IC PIEASE SPECIFY 
WHICH DTP SOFTWARE YOilAfSS ilSIf^ WHEN 
nixing AH OBDEB, SASUXSBMSNl^ 



NEW SAMPLER DISK AVAILABLE 




'HA "fFW SEW NEA 'itw *HV IrfW *ltn^EW P+EW Ui« 

|W0 SAMPLER PISK : ?? GRAPH CS SELECTED FHOM 

JXjn RANGE OF ACCESSORIES . SPECIAL PftlCE E9.8S 
AVAILABLE FOR MIC FlOOESiGNTl. STOP PRESS- NEWSBeSK INTERWATIONAL IKE OESKTOP PUBLJSHEH 
WBIIF on PHONE FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION SHEET TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

i^H HD DESIGN 

^m\. ^B afiOUNOTHOBN WAY, GOLDSWORTH PAHK. If/^E 

W \ ^ WOKING. SURftEYGUJI 30N If/O/l 

*^=^ . 04867-81394 



for business 

up to 96 categories 

up to 4 VAT rates 



AUTOMATE YOUR PETTY CASH 



FORGET THE LARGE BOOKS 



Monthly, period and annual printouts. 

Pecwy Software 
fee i--i „ o _ 73 Ledbury Road 

£55 inci p & p London W1 1 2AG 

Specify 8000 or 9000 Series Tel: 071-727-0909 



J & H Training 

Interested in Computer Training? 

1 Day Courses available on 

Word Processing, Database, 

Spreadsheet, plus more 

Training on Amstrad computers 

For details contact Julie or Helen 

Tel 0709 873359 Fax 0709 760088 

11 Fitzwilliam Avenue, Wath-on-Dearne, 

Rotherham S.Yorks S63 7HN 
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j^ goo'D coi^'Lii^sioiijy? 

'Part II 

'Do you tise your TCW in.... 

If so you nud to protect if from dust and acddentaf spiffs. Computer H^yBoards are definiteCy aftergic to gin, 
Whisl<iy, l^odka, 9,{ac'Donafd's 'Mouse unne, 'Bejam Cfaret, Iranian 'Mock^'^fianian 'Mfsner and OQiivalti Super 
Jour X (afcofiof free) ■ not to mention number 3S coffee from the machine ivfiich fias been known to actuaffy 
dissofve some ^yBoards. 

...... T^'lMoiM'e? 

'You've paid a fot of money for your TCV^ and you kno-w tfiat disc drives are for tfie sofe purpose of reading 
information contained on discs. 'But cfiifdren don t f^nou) tfiat. Wfiicfi is zofiy tfiey insist on stuffing Haff 
eaten Curfy-'Wurfys into drives Ji and'B wfien you're not footing. This wiffnot Be aproBfem when CadBury's 
produce tfieir first word processing software ■ But in tHe meantime.... 

Then, of course, there's your neighBour. 'He's the guy wfio has Been everywhere and done everything ranging 
from crossing the '}{prtfi 'Pofe on roffer spates to finding the exit from a mufti ■ storey car park.witfiout the use 
of a map and compass. 9{atura(fy, he's afso an efectronics expert which e^pfains why every time he pops in to 
borrow something he proceeds to hammer away at your 'FCW ^eyhoard with hand; fran^.'Bruno won fd envy. 
"'Ere mate, what happens if I hang this Button:'' Answers on a postcard to the nearest 'PCW repair centre. 



So, how can you protect your valuable hardware from the contents of 
the drinks cabinet, chocolate covered kids and maraudins neighbours? 
Simple. Order a three piece matching set of covers manufactured from 
top quality tear proof, water resistant nylon fabric - that will give them 
somethins to think abouti Sets are also available for the 9512 with sheet 
feeder. Just mail, telephone or fax your order to us and we'll despatch it 
same day with invoice attached. If you are not completely satisfied just 
return the covers to us within seven days. Nothing To Pay Unless You 
Decide To Keep Them. 



PCW 8000 series £11.95 

PCW 951 2 £1 2.95 

PCW 9512 with ASF XI 3.95 

Hamilton Business Systems 

38 Green Lane, Hounslow, London TW4 6JF 
Teh 081 577 0098 Fax: 081 572 1481 
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Book Look 




Is your Amstrad 
amicable? Sophie 
Lankenau finds out 




YOUR FRIENDLY AMSTRAD 

WORD PKOLi:SNIN<; ON THK AMSi RAH IHW 1(156 & SSI2 

bv Daphne Macara £9.95 Published by 
Pandor House Fublkations Tel : 0X1 979 3060 



HOOO PIAIS VALUE VERDICT = Reasonable 
ISBN 871248 000 

Three notes of encouragement welcome ihe reader to this book. 
The title offers comfort to Ihe hitherto hair-tearing student, and 
the book's spiral bound fonn is itieal for following step by step 
instructions. The third, and most heart-warming of all is the con- 
tents page, where the 'HELP' section lists no fewer than 52 pos- 
sible problems. Daphne Macara is obviously no stranger to the 
complexities of the learning process, and her experience has led 
her to write 'Your Friendly Amsirad' with benevolence in mind. 

The book comprises seven sections, starting with 'Finding 
your way around LocoScripl'. All 'jargon' (which, claims the 
author, goes with computing 'like whisky and soda or sugar and 
spice') is italicised and explained in a glossar>' later on. There is 
a thorough guide to keyboard navigation, and to fundamentals 
such as starting up and disc formatting. The section ends with u 
page of 'hints, tips and wrinkles' - and it is here that you are in 
for something of a shock. 

You have mastered the perfunctory tasks, and are ready to 
step gingerly into an association with the workings of the pro- 
gram. Suddenly, you read the words "How to keep an eye on 
slow payers" followed by details on carrying out elementary 
credit control using LocoScript 1 . This might come as rather a 
surprise, since you do not yet know how to create a document. 
The best policy is to assume that the sentence is in a time warp. 
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and has simply strayed Irom its proper 
place, which is surely in a later chapter 
of the book. 

As you continue, it seems that such 
information was not alone when it 
hopped into the tardis. Before you know 
it, the tutorial tumbles into a series of 
instructions which demand foreknowl- 
edge beyond your wildest fears. You are 
exposed to such horrors (or so they 
seem at the time) as cut and paste, tabu- 
lation and mail-merging - it's like start- 
ing your first day at infant school and 
finding that your mother has dropped 
you outside the local sixth fonn college 
by mistake. 

This i,s not to say thai the informa- 
tion is poorly written - on the contrary, 
everything is very clearly explained and 

would be understandable if it had come later in the book. However, 
the 'sectioning' implied by the contents page does not exist. 
Although all relevant information is grouped together, there are no 
chapter headings lo discriminate between topics. 

Fortunately, when you do reach the Lix:oScript I course, it is a 
reward worth wailing for. Twelve easy to manage sessions take you 
through from d(H;ument creation to printing. As each session is gen- 
erally restricted to one page, infomiation is conveyed with economy, 
precision, and a fair amount of humour. Regular summaries provide 
a handy reminder on your level of progress. 

If you could open up the spiral bind and reshuffle the pages. 
Daphne Macara's 'Your Friendly Amstrad' would be a near perfect 
way of breaking the ice on your relationship with technology. As it 
is. poor organisation and irritating typing errors make you wonder 
whether with friends like these, you will ever need enemies. • 



YOUR 

FRIENDLY 

AMSTRAD 




LEARNING TO LOVE YOUR AMSTRAD 

WORD PR(K i:S.SI.N(; O.N THK AMSTRAD i'CW 9512 

bv Daphne Macara £10.95 Published by 
Pandor House Publications Tel ; 081 979 3060 

8000 PLLiS VALUE VERDICT = Good 
IBSN 871248 019 

When you open this book and discover that 5A pages will elapse 
before you reach a step by step guide to LocoScript 2, do not be 
alariTicd. If you are a newcomer to both the Amstrad PCW 95 12 
and LocoScript 2. you will be better advised to inap your own 
route through the book, ignoring the itinerary suggested by the 
contetlts page. In doing so, you will quickly see evidence of 
how the author makes the prospect of learning to love your 
Amsirad a distinctly inviting affair. 

The plight of the beginner is not completely overlooked iji 
the early stages: you will be greeted by a page devoted to jargon 
explanation, and a whistle-stop tour of the disc management 
screen. There follows a list of 'do's and don'ts'. including 
invaluable advice about disc handling. The section on 'Tip Top 
Tips' is not for the fainthearted; it is here that ihe complete 
novice should consider turning straight to the LocoScript 2 
course to avoid confronting information which is likely to 
scare them off. 

The course itself treats the newcomer to an opening pream- 
ble entitled 'Absolute Beginners', taking you swiftly through 
starting up. using the LocoScript 2 disc, and formatting your 
own 'data' disc. Some sound advice follows; "The only way to 
do it is to DO it"; this translates roughly into a command to stop 
dipping your toe in the water and lodive straight in. 



You may well learn to love your 
Amstrad PCW more quickly than you 
thought when you find that it comes 
bundled with LocoMail and LocoSpell. 
Macara's tutorial sensibly gives space 
for a walkthrough on both of these utili- 
ties. The Locomail section shows you 
how to set up a datafile. and includes 
lips on creating circulars and sales let- 
ters. Four pages on LocoSpell demon- 
su-ate the use of the dictionary, proof 
reader, and the program's capacity to let 
you build up a dictionary of your own. 

Some pieces of advice in the tuto- 
rial leave you with a sense of rather 
blank optimisnt. For example, the 
author's sole response to your being 
greeted with die statement "File does 
not exist" on the screen is that 'It may 
be (hat the computer is just feeling lazy and can't he bothered to 
look for it'. Whilst the reader is comforted by the book's attempt to 
humanise technology, the notion that from time to lime the com- 
puter simply puts its keyboard up and has a quick tea break is 
slightly disconcerting. 

'Learning to Love your Amstrad* is a workmanlike study of 
the machine and its accompanying software. The absence of both 
screenshots and clear chapler headings does leave you feeling 
rather tost, but the style of writing in this book welcomes even the 
most hesitant of beginners. Quirks such as the WYSIWYG (What 
you see is what you get) and the 'Y' (don't ask yourself why you 
are doing things, just do them) theories are always a joy to read. 
These, together with the book's user friendly content, might help 
you decide between starting a beautiful relationship with your 
machine, or hurling it out of the window. • 



10 



^ 



LEARNING 
TO LOVE 
YOUR 
AMSTRAD 

WORD 

PROCESSING 
ON THE 
AMSTRAD 
PCW 9SU 





DAPHNE MACASK 





TWO FREE ISS(»ES! 



When you take this opportunity to subscribe to 8000 PLUS 
Britain's biggest selling magazine for Amstrad PCW's 

LOOK AT ALL THE ADVANTAGES... 

• No more searching the shops trying to find a copy of 8000 PLUS 

• No more worrying that they've sold out and you'li miss an issue 

• Your own personal copy delivered direct to your door 

• You receive preferential treatment on all mail order promotion specials 

• You have a cast-iron, money back guarantee: 



tfyou ever wish to cancel your subscription, for whatever reason, we will 
refund you in full for all unmailed issues - no questions asked. 



FOR THE BEST NEWS, REVIEWS AND FEATURES FOR YOUR PCW, PLUS TWO FREE 
ISSUES, SUBSCRIBE NOW BY PHONING CHRISTINE STACEY ON 0458 74011 OR FILL IN 
THE FORM BELOW AND POST IT TODAY. 



14 ISSUES 

FOR THE PRICE 

OF 12! 



TFTT^ 



I want to claim my two free issues 

Please enter my subscription as follows: 

(T)CK AS APPROPRIATE) 

n Mainland UK - 14 issues £20.95 

D Air mail Europe- 14 issues £35.95 

n Surface Europe - 14 issues £26.95 

D Rest of the World - 14 issues £26.95 

n I enclose my cheque for £ 



( make payable to Future Publishing Limited and enclose with 
this form in an envelope addressed to: 8000 subscriptions, 
FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7BR) 

n Please debit my Access/Visa card 

No Expiry date 



NAME. 



ADDRESS. 



POSTCODE. 



TEL NO. 



SIGNATURE , 



DATE 8+/SP/A4/0690 
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We proudly present a 

BASIC programming tool 

to help you take the grind 

from debugging. 



T 



BELTER.BAS by PWhelerton 



he March issue saw us sei a competi- 
tion to frnd a program which would 
aid our readers when typing in list- 
ings. After an initially, shall we say, li;ss 
than enthusiastit: response, the programs 
began to come in. So, before we prim Mr 
Whelerton's winning effort we should give 
honourable mentions to Jason Sharpe, Mr 
P Edwards. S Orr, and Max Richardson. 
Mr Sharpe 's entry ran an exceedingly 
close second and was only pipped at the 
post by its length - we would not be at all 
surprised to see it in the shops before too 
long, or at least in the Public Domain. 

Mr Whelerton's program, although 
long, does include listings of GOTOs. 
GOSUBs and PRINT statements and can 
be altered to include other BASIC com- 
mands and functions. Its reports, though 
not as detailed as Mr Shaipe's give alt (he 
details of variables (both string, array and 
numeric) and commands/statements. 

BELTER.BAS is 12U lines long, a lit- 
tle longer than wc normally like but this is 
a special occasion and the program was 
sent in before we put any restraints on the 
number of lines. 

After you have typed it in, and 
debugged it, you will be asked which drive 
the program to be checked is to be found 
on. Your answer must be in the form M:, 
A: or B: - don't forget to include the 
colons. When asked to provide the file- 
name do not include the suffix .BAS as the 
program assumes this. Mr Whelerton can 
explain the rest in his own words ... 

"The program is designed to lake 
BASIC programs and produce lists of the 
following informalton: 



The total number of lines in the 

program 

The total number of Numeric and 

Siring variables 

The total number of REM, PRINT, 

GOSUB and GOTO statements. 
The above are accompanied by lists of line 
references. Also produced arc details on 
all numeric and string variables including: 

The name of each variable 

The type of each variable (array, func 

tion and so on) 

The total number of references made 

to each variable 

A list of all references by line number. 
The program is fairly simple to use as 
most of the work is done by the computer. 
If the filename entered cannot be found 
then the program beeps (CHRS(7)) and the 
input will be requested again. The program 
will then display thai i( is searching the 
file and will show the line number it is 



currently examining ai the bottom of the 
screen. If at any point the user wishes to 
halt the search, simply prc.^s X (there will 
be a short delay before anything happens) 
and the program will Jump straight to 
showing the details of variables. The out- 
put is split over three screens and requires 
the user to press the space bar to move on 
once ihcy have n;ad the current screen. 
The three tables are as follows: 

1 ... The total number of variables and 
statements 

2 ... Details of all numeric variables 

3 ... Details of all string variables 
Tables numbere<l two and three may con- 
tain more information than can tit on one 
screen. In this case the user will have to 
press a key to move onto another section 
of this screen." 

So, there we have it. Well done to Mr 
Whelerton and many thanks to all the 
other people who sent in li.stings, • 



No. tii Lli-i^g ; ^0 



Lfarialile Nane \tnf ttj^« 



cls.t 



at 



YTogTAn: GRE 



Stifins Uariililes fable 



No. Hefs Lint R«fs 



4 SIO , T80 , 1020 , 2SJ0 

1 S2I! 

21 7B0 , 7M , 7M , 1010 , 1010 , 1030 . 1030 

1030 , ioj6 . io*io , aoio , 2oio , aslo , 

2S10 , 30iO . 30J0 , 3030 , 3030 , 3040 , 
3040 . 30-10 
E 1030 , 1<W0 . lOSO , 106* , 2010 , 3S10 , 

3 2010 , 2020 . 2040 

E aosi , SOEl 

3 2510 , 2S20 , 2534 

1 2540 



Progran Finished 



BELTER.BAS. the Maicti competition winner |ivei ttie 'stave' program from our Mallard BASIC article 
on pages 32 ami 33 a good seeing to. Hcie iJic string variable,'; are shown _ 



10 


CLEAR: 


l=FRE<"")r eS=CHS$(27); cl$^e$+"E"+eS-^"H" 








1135 


20 


DEF FNatS <X, Y) =E$+" Y" +CHR$ (X+32 ) +CHR$ <Y+32 ) 








OFFF 


30 


KAX1=40: occ=36: 3iiaxinsts=172: nol=0 








13EA 


40 


DIM n$(2,iiiaxl) , Ir (2, maxi, occ) , vp(5) , lp<2,inaxl> , vc<2, max!) ,ol (4, 


occ) 


1F57 


50 


DIM vc$(5), InSdnaxlnsts): FOR f = l TO 5: READ vc$(f>; 


HEXT 


f 




1BB7 


60 


FOR f 


= 1 TO maxinsts: READ lii$(f): NEXT f 








1548 


70 


DATA " 


Function" , " Integer" , "Array" , "Integer Array" , "" 








1B4D 


60 


DATA ' 


ABS" , "ADDKEY" , "ADDREC" , "ALL" , "AND" 








12B2 


, 90 


DATA ■ 


AS" , " ASC" , " ATN" , " BASS" , " BUFFERS" 








HOB 


100 


DATA " CALL" , " CHA I F' , " CHR$" , " C I KT" , " CLEAR" 








14AA 


110 


DATA " CLOSE" , " COMMON" , " CONSOL I DATE" 








1380 


120 


DATA 


"CONT" , "COS" , "CREATE" , "CONT" , "COS" 








14C8 


130 


DATA 


"CREATE" , "CSNG" , "CVD" , "CVI" , "CVIK" 








1460 


140 


DATA 


" CVS" , " CVUK" . " DATA" , " DECS" , " DEF" 








0ED4 


150 


DATA 


" DSFBL" , " DEF I NT" , " DEFSEG" , " DEFSNG" 








1306 


160 


DATA 


"DEFSTR" , "DELETE" , "DELKEY" , "DIM" 








120D 


170 


DATA 


" DIR" , " DISPLAY" , " ELSE" , " END" , " EOF" 








13CA 


180 


DATA 


" EQV" , " ERA" , " ERASE" , " ERL" , " ERR" , " ERROR" 








1146 


190 


DATA 


" BXP" , " FETCHKEY$" , " FETCHRAKK" 








1174 


The i[iitiali,53lion uf the program variables and User Defined furtclioas are carried out here, Alihough most people do call the User Defined 


Function for positioning the cursm 


FNalS meaning define 


the cursor at .. 


(seen here in line 201 it can in fact be called i^ylhing you so wish. The beginnings of a gieal deal of laborious 


to type DATA 1 ines are also in be found here [ 
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Listings 



200 DATA "FETCHREC" , "FIELD" , "FILES" , "FIND4" , "FIX" 134D 

210 DATA "Fir"/'FOR","FRE","GET","GOSUB" 0E6E 

220 DATA "GOTO","HEXt","HIMEK","IF","IMP","INKEY$" 143C 

230 DATA "INP","IFFUT"," INPUTS", "IITPV" 1295 

240 DATA "INSTR", "IITT", "KILL"," LEFTS", "LEN"," LET" 16A7 

250 DATA "LIIfE","LLIST", "LOAD", "LOG" 116F 

260 DATA " LOCK", "LOF"," LOG", "LOG 10"," LOVERS", "LPOS" . 14F9 

270 DATA " LPRIHT" , " LSET" , " KAX" , " MEMORY" 13C0 

260 DATA "MERGE","KID$","MIN","MKIS","MKIKS","HKS$" 1570 

The DATA is held in Itic vanaWe iaj - iJiis was dimensioned eartkr in line 60. The bound of this airay is held in the cunstani, maiinsts . The DATA obviously comprises fill the BASIC buili-in com- 
ntands and runctions. If yon so wish you can erase any funetions fioni this list which you aie sine that you will never use. 



290 DATA "MUKS","MOD","NA»E","HEXT" 

300 DATA " UEV" , " NOT" , " OCTS" , " OS" , " OPEN" , "OPT I Off" 

310 DATA " OR"," OUT", "OUTW"," PEEK", "POKE" 

320 DATA "POS" , "PRINT" , " PUT" , "RANDOMIZE" , " RANKSPEC" 

330 DATA " READ" , "REM" , "REN" , "RESET" 

340 DATA " RESTORE" , " RESUME" , "RETURN" , "RIGHTS" 

350 DATA " RND" , " ROUND" , " RSET" , " RUN" , " SAVE" 

360 DATA "SEEKKEY" , "SEEKNEXT" , "SEEKPREV" 

370 DATA "SEEKRANK" , "SEEKREC" , "SEEKSBT" , "SON" 

380 DATA " Sr N","SP ACES ",»SPC","SQR", "STEP", "STOP" 



1030 
1203 
0E95 
18C5 
OD80 
15D3 
123E 
1439 
159F 
1486 



440 DATA 
450 DATA 



Thi; bounds tor the mays which hold the variable names and the line numbers of thtir oa'LirTtntes are also lonsianis (maxi and occ). maxi denotes the maiirasijn number of different variables which 
the program can ckal with, otc denotes the masiraum number of references to a variable that the program tan log. Both can be ctianged but memory might become ti^t so watch out! 
390 DATA "STRS"," STRINGS", "STRIPS", "SWAP" ' 114F 

400 DATA "SYSTEM", "TAB", "TAN", "THEN", "TO" 12BF 

410 DATA " TYPE" ," UNT" ," UPPERS "," US I NG" , " IfSR" 1 5 A7 

420 DATA "VAL","VARPTR","VERSION","WAIT" 1365 

430 DATA "VAITV","VEND","VHILE","WIDTH"."VRITE" 17DC 

X0R","20NE"," Numeric Variables" 1348 

String Variables", "Rem Statements" 16ED 

460 DATA "Print Statements" , "Gosub Calls", "Goto Calls" ~ 1BB6 

470 DIM tt$(6): FOR f^l TO 6: READ ttS<f): NEXT f; GOSUB 490: GOSUB 5S0 1C09 
480 GOSUB 990: PRINT: PRINT: PRINT: PRINT TAB<33) ; "Program Finished" : END 24D2 

Vk data gues on and on. So, while you're t>'ping it all in, here are the meanings of some of the program variables; hot holds the location dunng the binary search, 11$ holds the title of each type of 
word searched for, 1 = numeric, 2=string, 3=REM.4=PR1NT. 5=G0SUB. 6=G0T0. vp is the variable name pointer wtiich holds how many variables^siniciion.s have been found so far 

490 PRINT cU;FNat${4,20);" — - Basic Program Analyser by P. Vhelerton — -" 2187 

500 PRINT FNat$f9, 25); "Please input drive name <A/B/M) ";: INPUT dS 1F3B 

510 dS=UPPER$<d$) 057E 

520 PRINT FNatS (14, 25); "Please input the filename : ";: INPUT f$ 1E17 

530 IF LEN<f$)>S THEN f$=LEFTS<fS, 8) 0CF6 

540 fS=UPFERS(fS)+STRINGS(8-LEN(f$)," ")+".BAS" 0F8A 

550 PRINT FNatSa4,24);"Please be patient: Program Searching " lEDD 

560 PRINT FNatS<17, 18);"Press X to abort (totals shown after a delay)" 21FE 

570 OPEN "R",l,dS+fS,l; FIELD 1,1 AS aS: RETURN 11A5 

580 GET #1; VHILE ASC<aS)<>26 AND UPPERS (xS) <>"X" : qu^O: ln=0: nol=nol+l lEBE 

590 VHILE aS>="0" AND aS<="9": In = In ♦ 10 + ASC<aS) - 48; GET #1: VEND 17F3 

600 PRINT FNatS C20, 42);" "; FNatS (20, 38) ; "Line ";ln 13D5 
Lines 500-580 retjuest the drive and filename from you. Once the file is found (using FINDS) it is opened as a Random Access file with a record length of 1 character 

which is held in the variable a$. This eruibtes one character to be read at a time. '— — i,J----^ 



How to type in I i. stings 



I tllc Ircv Milti\;irk.' wliicll CiiiiU' w Itll 
.!.■;»■■. of ciijiisiiicni. inicllcfliul land 



Tllc lirsi tliini; to iln in to liij; out llic (TVM lll^c(■.l wliicb ciimc w lit) 
\tHir WW, Villi will llml ^i Ilk- c:illcd B.'VSIf.COVI on iiiIl- of llto tloii- 
L(n.iiScfijil diM.>. M;iU' :i copiov ol itio iliso iiiiil uhcn this is ckinc put the- 
iiiiiMcr (lisc> Ntilcly ;iu;iv Nmi, iiiM,TI llic CTVM iliM.' into thi; .A; ttrivc. ^oll 
"ill ■.IT tllc l':imiliiir i^ivcii ;iiiJ hl;iL-k h;ir\ luMiliiig ;ici'iks ilic m'ivcii. Yihi Mil 
then \\- ill ihc ,\> piiiiiipt iij CTVM- Hclliiii; mm U.\.SK" is Miiipticii) iiscdl. 
iiisi i>|>c H-\.SIC. .A Miiall message »ill Iv priiiti'il nil the sceccn ami the A.? 
iminipt vsill K' ivplacccl » iili ok. 1o lind mil huu IViciiillj H.ASIf can Iv 
t\pc III Ilk- lidiiiuin-.; hue: 



I live iliis IS ijped ill. press |t;NT 1-.K|. \o« tor tlic liaitl luirk ... T\pe the 
lisiiiis! in t'xactl> as yiiu m;c it. pruvsing |RETL'RN| at the eiui itf cadi line 
DO NOT type the four itlaraiter Hevaileeiiiial cliyils at the cilil of ctveli 
line - these relate tii the (.hecksum piiij;iaiii which «c « ill he repealiiij! in the 
near Itituie. Il is a hihuI iilea to t; pe S.AVI-. "HI-:l.Ti:R.».A.S"'.a o\eiy few lines 
as this \.\i\] ensure that sou ilo mil lose your u oik, II sou make any mistakes 
while t>pini: in a line, siiiipty use Iheemsoranil JUKI.] keys loreelils it. 
Once yon are happy thai e\eryihin^ is tspcil in coiivclly S.AVi; the hie a!;aiii 
In see the entire lisitiij: type l.LST. To see it printeil out on paper type 1.1. 1ST. 
Onee \ou re-eheekeil il. hnlil vonr hrealh ami tsne the hilUnsm!;: 



iou set a niessas; 



s Svijta\ error nn line 4tJ. ilmi'l i 
lor sshich ever line the nics\as;e 
tisiiiiL:. W'e ilii make every el fori 

js are le.ive the olfiiv. 
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THE PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 



CPM DISC 1 - MACHINE CODE TOOLS 



Price E6.50 



Z80 and 8080 assembters. 280 to 8080 to Z80 code translator, Dabuggmg monitor 
and assemblef, Reverse assembler, Binary hie comparar, plus NawSweep and more. 



CPM DISC 2 - COM P UTER LANGUAGES Price C6.50 



Small-C. Prolog, Lisp, E Basic, Smal I -C- Interpreter plus NewSweep. 



CPM DISC 3 - FILE AND DISC MANAGEMENT Price E6.50 



Library jtilities, Disc quality checker, Unix GREP connmaDd, PCW disc reader, Disc 
sector editor. Text file sorter, Word counter, plus New Sweep and more. 



CPM DISC 4 - AT YOUR LEISURE 



Price E6.50 



THE SPECIAL OFFERS 



Cave Adventure, Chess, Othello, Goll, Word search, Biorhythms, Maze gerwraior, 
On-screen calculator, Probg, Comms utilitiy, plus NewSweep and nnore. 



CPM DISC 5 - THE BUSINESS 



Price E6.S0 



TAQPFI I niRRnU OFPPPQWCD CT Oc Scrivener spreadsheet, Inventory database, Powerful text editor. Spelling checker 

UH&rtLL niDDUN MtrrltijntH t/.aa with dictionary. Sorter, Word oounter, Comms utility, plus NewSweep and more. 

5 X Amsoft Quality Disks £11 .95 



10 xAmsoft Quality Disks E22.95 



Pretext (CP/M+) £47.00 

Amor C (CP/M+) £39.00 

BCPL(CP/M+) £19,50 



CPM DISC 6 and 7 - PASCAL PLUS (Two Discs) Price £10.00 



Pascal, SCI, Cobol, EBasic, Powerful text editor, plus NewSweep. 
Forth, Stoic, Cobol, Expert 86, Powerful text editor, plus NewSweep 



CPM DISC 9 - COMMUNICATIONS 



Price E6.50 



PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS 

Public Domain softwere support aviltabi* to WACCt subscriber*. 

Send £1.50 for full catalogue and details (E and OE). 



Mex, Kermit, Kermode, Iniertaoe and Smarl-Modem, overlays, source oode, plus 
NewSweep and more. 



CPM DISC 10 - MORE BUSINESS 



Price C6.50 



VDE 266, Andybase, Newsweep, Fiter Sideways, New CCP, Print, Edit. 



WACCI GB, 9 SOUTH CLOSE, TWICKENHAM, MIDDX TW2 5JE 

Est. 1 986 — Phone 081 -898 1 090 ""—"^ 
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Easy to 
understand! 
Easy to use! 



DOWN TO EARTH SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR PCW BOOK-KEEPING PROBLEMS 

All systi-ms offer full, versiilile. hifili vokmu"-. i-tniipli-lc iKwk-kixpiniJ u1lh Mnmiiiirl Siilt-s arul i'lirt-liiisi- U'dtiiTs. slaipmcnls. paymmt advices. up.ed 

iMlanres, up to 500 Nciniiriiil IcdfJer analysis eodes, nmUiple totllllK cjf prime enlries, easy view arce.ss, raiidiiiti or setnieiiliiiL l<i :iny Ifrieer arroiint. 

Iwlii bnnk aecounts. all iieeessary VAT informal (on. Optional tbrriiats, with or wilhotit naiT^iti\'i- 



BOOK-KEEPING AND ACCOUNTS 

#' '^ k'd^cr MiKiiilr svaEoim 

• FaciHly (o us<.- up lu 3 data discs 

• Uniiau£il posiEn^s cr Bank Paymciit lo Sak-s Uxlgrr as single pqsrinc 

• Ufp Ut 999 t'JM'h Salrs iind B<jiiHhl U^d^cr rHTOunts 

• Opltonnl hi^lohc rncKlo 

• Eriis] biilurn'f splif bciwt'rii r^ipititt and rt'vpniie jKrttills profEi or Eosii 
■i-^M'Ssiiunl ^M lh:il bjildiiET k-vd 

Version 1 - Book-keeping only £69,00 inc P&P 

Version 2 - with inte^ated invoicing ,„ ........,.£80.50 inc P&P 

Version 3 - with Invoicing and stocks .....,....,.,..,..£92,00 inc P&P 

' 71ie fj<?s^ .scfsk'rn /or ific 0512" Chartered Account wii 
Easy to understand and nfHTah' Uoctk -kccfXT 



£69.00 

Inc P&P 



CLUB ACCOUNTS 

• Similar lo B(«ik-kee|iiilt; and Aeeminls 

• Memlx^rs ledjler and journal 

• Deals quickly and effectively with annual subscriptions 
C Includes Bar Takings control 

" A gem of a systL-m. TJiree alternaliue quotes for a system to 

do the Job iiK're each over £5000" financial Advisor 

"Ideal for ihejob" GolfChib Secretary 



INDEPENDENT INVOICING 

A very versatile sysirjii itl'lcilnt* [hrec means cjf prtidneitii^ 
invoices, catalogue based and two freestyle types. Invoice 

summaries and analyses includitif; VAT Information 
Based on A4 paper and HO cY>]ninris 



£29.00 

inr P&l* 



DDE ACCOUNTS (DIRECT DOUBLE ENTRY] 

# Si[iiilc niotkile system means Ircedom to post to 
any .111 ouiit from any source 

♦ Allows narrative in nominal ledger 

• Speeds up and simplifies operation 

"I'd reramnietid (( to otif/one" Chartered Accountant 



£69.00 

Inc I'&P 



STOCKS /mvoicDJG £34.50 

The same invoicing system plus stock reeord."; for sale goods. ine PAP 
at three levels: simple, simple plus dues in, simple plus dues 
in and out Eniploys a resisler of entries and creates a Slock Ledger plus 
summary and evaluation of stocks on hand. 



GOLF HANDICAP RECORDS AND REVISIONS £29.00 

A complcic Implenieiitalion of (he Standard Scratch Scoiv and inc P&P 
Handicapping Scheme (19831 as amended I Male only] Created 

in response to popular demand. Quick, simple and effective. 



INDEPENDENT STOCK RECORDS £09 qq 

All ;il!']iii:poBif roniprehcnsivc system offefliig meP&P 

ail immediate view FIFO based Stock Ledger. 

showing, base and selling prices, balances on hand at cost 

prices. Dues In. Dues Out, Re- order level. Re-order signal 

and calculation, plus priced analysis of issues atid a 

complete stock list wttli valuatiori at cost prices. A sure 

wlttner. 

With monthly Charge Account Invoicing and/or *",„,*?" 
Job Invoicing, '"^ ^'"''^ 



^ . '1 TELBPHONE MELPI.INE fJlRECT TO AUTHOR - JUST ASK FOF^ GEOKGIC CLOUGH. 

^ GENUINE ArrER SALES ADVICE LINE ANI> SERVICE 
J^ MANX TAPES. GAREY VEG. GLEN AULDYN. RAMSEY, ISLE OF MAN 
' TELEPHONE (0624) 813071 



_ 
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^^ A Journey to the stars for only £14.95 
Startrack is a graphical astronomy program for all PCWs 

Special featims Include: 

• Ijocatc IndtvldiKil coristdlations. • Cycle Ihroufth time. 
• Idcnllfy the brifShk'St stars • Draw ilif I lori/on and Elliptic. 

• Show citily I he brightest stars or all stars lo Magnitude 4.5. 
,^7 • I'osHion yourself anywhere on earth at any time. 

^^^ • View all 88 eons lei lat Ions and lots more, 

i'hr v\'rl] v^Titlen manual gives delailed instrucllons for Testing Yoursejl. 

Sliimiiig Ihi- Milky Way. Uioking al the Zodiac. Finding Polaris ete. 

"I really enjoyed Startrack" - Practical Wireless 

"The manual is excellently written" ■ SOOO Plus 



^ 



Write for details or send cheque /postal order to: 

Discovery Software, 291 CricUewood Lane, 

London NW2 2JL 



^ 



PCW DRAW 



A full function drafting piogram - produces clear drawings on your PCW 
printer. Draws lines, rectangles, arcs, circles, ellipses, also freehand 
sketches with zoom, fjetail Editor. 

SUPPORTS AMX AND KEMPSTON MOOSE AND 24 PIN PMNTER Pnce E39.9B. 
"The improvements raise it up from the adequate to the extremely useful" 
8000 PLUS. 



PATTERN PUZZLES 

A suite of five programs The level can be set from the trivial to the train 
blasting. 

"Computer gamesters with little patience will probably be driven mad... but 
dedicated puzzle solvers... will no doubt be delighted to accept the 
challenge' APCW 

INTRODUCTORY PRICE £11.50 



Prices include VAT, P & P 



Cash vrith order 



HI It COMPrTKRS i;i I>. 
HriKitiwiiter Hotist;, Bntathvater Road, Rtimsev, 
. . Hants. S«51 HV:V 
-^' Tel: (1794-516279 



-MAJOR PRODUCTS LIMITED- 



• QUALITY VDU MESH FILTERS • 

AMSTRAD PCW 8 or 9 SERIES 1* 4 <4 BE 

(State model with order) V J J *w9 

•k MOUSE MATS £3*95 

i0^* FREE STANDINfi Al COPV HOLDER • r E a E 

Satin Firtlsh Matt black Plastic b9*w9 

SPECIAL Of FER 

COMPLETE DESK SET £1 9*^95 

Comprising of all above three items 

Prieei 'melu4* VATS PottMst 

§IMnt mODtiCTS AT SSMSIBU FUCtS 

5 Chiltern Court, Twyford Road, St, Albans, Herts, AL4 9BN 
Telephone 0727 - 36373 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 




A FAST , WELL PROVEN 

PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 

DESIGNED SPECIALLY 

FOR BUILDING WORK 

RUNS ON ANY PC 

OR PCW COMPUTER 

SUPER EASY TO USE 



GET A DETAILED TIMt 
MATERIALS BREAKDOWN FOR 
' JOB - AUTOMATICALLY 



CALL NOW 





0387-88612 



for your FREE 

INFORMATION 

PACK 




A Complete 
Service in 

Computers & 
Software. 



Miles Better Software 

219/221 Cannock Road, 

Chadsmoor, Cannock 

Staffordshire,WS11 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577/8/9 



Word Processing 



Databases 



Desktop Publishing ■ Graphics 



Utilities St Program Development 



Spreadsheets 



Integrated Packages 



j^oojSKTlpl 2 £^4 00 Cniwlor I Dalabjisr i^9.t35 

LoMstnLl 2 . Ixinniiell 2 tajioo Masif rfllr HOOO -S^ ™ 

Laconoelin Llh7t\ DjitHslnrr II .£27.00 

ijHTMlSin taJOT iBCOfllt S|5fi/8S12 .£37 00 

UMfoni LI7.S0 L«.-un,^9Sa .£27.00 

Ucofonli £11.00 liCT(llr*L<jrairall .2*6.00 

24 lit! unwn Bsse/saia n i .00 S'i?i'c"r!" ■ - -SiSJ 

2A l"ln [}mfrsS512 121.00 r).HA.Se H .ie9.9S 

Tosword 8000 £ 1 7.95 

Tassppll moo £1 1.95 

Nfw WiinJ II £74.9& 

Paliilnx.... i.J2 45 

L:aAy LRheWcT eas$/8512 £29 00 

Ea!^ljit»llrr95l2 £29 00 

illson l^scil 80 , £32 95 

Kfriipsmn AMX Mouse £b3.95 Hib„|, Dirvpir 80 £3(2 95 

AMXMraiw £55.00 Hlaofl Knfe Plus £ieg5 

AMXSloJjiYnH £36.40 SupErTvnr £19 95 

AMX Sl<^ l-iTsi + Mouse £70.00 '^ "^ *"' ' 
AHhX Dt^hlop * Mouse £&£.00 
Dnhcup RibUshri- * Mouse iJbi.OO 
Ma&crr Rfjan + F'llnl £67.00 

MIrro llmlK,! II W7.95 Superealc 2 £52.00 

Cracker II £39.00 

Mini OHIfc PlolpTiSkonrti £29.96 ^ ...^...^,.. 

Rnni, fliinft Amstriid l<:22H6]IU 12 Mil £IHB.OO 

™"" -''*™ ta lj«»5rripl PC FREE 

Vila] IncO'iiir lrrtjc*ssor £32.95 

Slur IJCIO IMnicr £175 00 I'oclli-l Cash Trailer '^11 15 

Star l.ctO II PiUiler jei99,00 AHMunlsHus „ -^'"JSS 

SlaiLC ID Colour £223.00 Ptopular Accoimto _., £69.00 

Slarl.C24IO ... £260.00 InvoKlnB £46.00 

Ag^iKta Hmd Hdd £199.00 S"^",:: j::'^;^ iSfgS 

Auiri t^rtfoUn .. J:i99.00 Mom:)' Manager PCW ja4.9S 

PersoEial Tax Manner ..£16.95 

6Eoclinuirkn £29.95 

SBACash £46.00 

Just a selection from our vast range of computer software. 

All poods seni within 24 hours. 

All Prices inclurle VAT and Delivery 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable lo: | visa 

"Miles Better Software" 

Access'Visa orders please phone 

for im mediate dispatch. 

Visitors Welcome. 



Special Offer 



Accounting 




Signwriter 

for th© AMSTRAD PCW 

only £29.95 

Professional lettering that looks good 

at any size. 

Produce quality Posters, Letter Heads 

& Notices in minutes! 

Extra Lettering Styles 
only £5.75 each 

Please ring for Information & Font sheet. 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC - 44 ROAN STREET 
GREENtWIGH, LONDON SE10 9JT 

I TEL: 01 858 6299 i 



MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN! 



Yes making money with your Amslrad becomes incidental when you know how. 

Your micro is. if only you knew it, a gold rnine. Ttie size and make is irrelevant. 
Make tlie initial effort NOW by starting your own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be Itie most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in ttie 
country, inclyding YOU, can become very rich in a relatively short period of time just 
by doing a few basic things! it's more rewarding than piaying games The t>enefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send S.A.E. lo: 




31,PILTONPLACE(8+17) 
KING AND QUEEN STREET, 
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 



Listings 



610 VHILE ASC(aS) <> 13; wp=l: w$="": GOSUB 910 IICE 

620 VHILE (ak=0 AND ASC(a$)<>13) OR qu = l; GET #1; GOSUB 910; VEJtD 1A53 

630 IF ASC<a$)=13 THEH GOTO 710 ELSE wS=w$+aS: wp=wp+l; GET #1; GOSUB 930 1DB7 

640 IF a$="<" THEH wS=wS+a$: wp=wp+l: GET #1 ELSE IF ok=l THEN 630 1A8B 

650 wp=wp-l: w$=UPPEES(w$>: GOSUB 550 0FF2 

660 IF inset =1 THES GOSUB 720: GOTO 710 11C2 

670 w$=LOWER$<w$); ll$-RIGHT$<w$, 1) ; vg=5+3»<11$="%" ) IIFB 

680 IF LEFT$<w$,2)="fn" THEI GOSUB 770 0FF4 

690 IF 11$=" <" THEN GOSUB 780 OBCF 

700 vt=l-<lU="$">; GOSUB 790 0B86 

This is ihe part of the pn^rani which does ail the work. It worici^ wilh WHILE. WEND loops, ihe oulcr of which runs until the End Of File is reached; ihis is denoted as CHRS(26). [t is also curtailed 
by the user pressing X, Each iine which is read in is also given a reference number. Another, nested, WHILE. ..WEND loop deals with each character as it is read in. 



4*fw$="G0TO") 



GET #1: VEND 



710 VEITD: GET #1; GET #1: x$=INKEYS; VEND: RETURN 

720 x=0- <wS="REH" )-2* <w$=" PRINT" )-3* (w$=" GOSUB" )- 

730 IF x>0 THEN GOSUB 760 

740 IF w$="KEH" THEN VHILE ASC(aSH>13 

750 RETURN 

760 vp<x+2>=vp<x+2)+l; ol (x, vp(x+2) >=lii; RETURN 

770 w$=HID$(w$,3,wp-3); ll$=RIGHT$<w$, 1) ; vc=l: wp=wp-3; RETURN 

780 ll$=ICID$<w$,Mp-l, 1); w$-w$+")": vfp=wp+l; vc=3- (11S="%" ) ; RETURN 

790 found=0; no=0 

800 VHILE NOT (found) AND nD<vp(vt); iio=na+l; found=nS(vt , no)=w$; VEND 

810 IF found THEN lp<vt,no)=lp<vt,na)+l; Ir (vt, no, IpCvt, no) )=In: RETURN 

820 vp(vt)=vp(vt>+l; n4<vt, vpCvt) )=w$ ; vc(vt, vp(vt> )=vc 

830 lp(vt, vp(vt) )=Lp<vt, vp<vt)>+l; lr<vt, vp<vt) , lp<vt, vp<vt) ) )=lii 

840 RETURN 

850 tap=l; bot=inaxinsts 

860 test$=w$; IF RIGHT$(test$, 1)=" (" THEN test$=LEFT$ (tests, wp-1) 

870 VHILE <top<=bot); raid=INTC (top+bot) /2> 

880 IF test$-in$(]nid) THEN inset=l; RETURN 

890 IF inSdnidXwS THEN top=rald+l ELSE bot=mid-l 
Line 770 removed the FN ftcim any user defined function. It then adjusts the word length pointer (wp) and sets the class (vc= I ), Line 780 adds an extra bracket to Array Type variables. When supplied 
with a word known to be an array it sets the class using Boolean values which set ve to show either amy or integer array depending on whether the word ended in a % sign 



1722 
15C7 
0B5B 
15GC 
0514 
1451 
1C44 
1A85 
082D 
2152 
2279 
1AF9 
200C 
0513 
0D92 
1D06 
1479 
1595 
16 F2 



VEND: insGt=0; RETURN 

Qk^l; IF ASC(a$>=13 OR aS>"z" OR a£<"A" THEN ok=0 
te3t= CASC <a$ ) =34 ) : qL!=SGN ( test +0 . 5) * (test+qu ) : RETURN 
ok=l; IF ASC(a$)=13 OR a$>"z" THEN ok=0 
IF a$<>"r AND a$<>"$" AND a$<"A" THEN ok = 
test=(ASC(a$)=34> ; qu=SGN<test + 0, 5)*<test+qu) 
RETURN 

IF P0S(0)>63 THEN PRINT; PRINT TAB(re) ; ; pr=pr+l: RETURN ELSE RETURN 
PRINT ;CHRS<8>;" "; RETURN 
vt$="Drive:"+d$+SPACE$<24)+" Program: "+fS 
tv$=SPACE$(15>+"No. of Lines: "+STR$(nol):t$=vt$+tv$ 

Line Refs" 



900 

910 

920 

930 

940 

950 

960 

970 

980 

990 

1000 

1010 PRINT cl$; t$;FNat$(4,4);"NaiDe Of Type Occur' nces 

1020 PRINT STRING$<85,"-"): PRINT; pr=0: re=32; FOR f=l TO 6 

This section uses the Hai ok to show whether an end-uf-wurd character has been found. It is almost like the routine in TGO except that the symbols $,%,and 
( are allowed since they determine die type of variables. A quote ("") check is also included. 

1030 PRINT TAB(4>| ttSCf );TAB(25);vp"(f );TAB<32); 

1040 IF f<3 THEN PRINT: GOTO 1060 

1050 FOR g=l TO vp<f); PRINT ol (f-2, g) ; " , " ; ; GOSUB 970: NEXT; GOSUB 980 

1060 PRINT; NEXT f; re=42 

1070 FOR n=l TO 2 

1080 PRINT FNat$(28, 21); "Press space bar to see the next screen" 

1090 k$=INKEY$: IF k$<>" " THEN 1090 ELSE PRINT cU;t$: pr=10 

1100 PRINT FNat$(4,30);ttS<n);" Table"; 

1110 PRINT FNat$<5,29)fSTRINGS<LEN(tt$(n))+6,"-"> 

1120 PRINT FNat$(8, 3); "Variable Name Var Type No. Refs Line Refs" 

1130 PRINT STRING$(88,"-"): PRINT; FOR f=l TO vp(n>: PRINT TAB<3) ; n$(n, f ) 

]140 PRINT TAB<19);" " ; vc$<vc(n, f ) ) ; TAE(36) ; lp(n, f ) ; TAB(re) ; 

1150 FOR R=l TO lp(n,f);PRINT Ir (n, f , g) ; " , " ; ; GOSUB 970; NEXT; GOSUB 980 



ODEE 
1405 
1B36 
119B 
0F33 
1691 
051B 
259D 
OCFD 
12A2 
1A02 
lEBl 
19AD 



138C 
0E65 
1F15 
0BE8 
06F0 
IFDF 
19CF 
1088 
14D5 
215F 
, 21BF 
176A 
1F4E 



i 



The tables with all the hard-won information are output within these litKs and the small boc which follows on the nest page. Obviously yoit cajt jazz the scnsen display up as much as you like. , — i 
As it statxi.s, however, the program is an excellent piece of software to have in your collection, if you don't alieady have a programming aid you will find yourself using this more and more i---p 
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I UPGRADING TO PC? 

I Data transfers 

I PCW/BBC/IBM 

1 375,2573.6' 

j Details (sae please): 

! MAPEJ, 

I 32 Corew Road, Mitchom, 

I Surrey, CR4 2JH 

I Telephone: 0S1 640 7676 



USER PRINTING i 

From Locoscrlpt 2, realistic 50p per page j 

DAISYWHEEL: 051 630 2657 i 

I 

--■ T 

I 



MOLESEY EDUCATION W.P. TUITION 

on P.C.W.'s & P.C.'s, Nationwide 
01 Ml 1364 



PCW 8256. TWO YEARS OLD. 

Silver Reed EXP 500 D/Wtieel printer 

(parallel /series Interfoce). Manuals and bcxsks 

anti-glare Alter, 30+ dtecs. poper feeders etc. 

Good working order. 

£450 

0279 501710 



I PCW66t2 I 

[ Double drive, 612k, VDU. keyboord. printer, ] 
[ Locoscript, AMX mouse. Desktop Publi^er, , 
I games, joystick and mouse interfaces, Supercalci 
' 2 etc. discs + boxes Excellent condition. i 
! £430 o.n.o. | 

I Tel: 081 445 4932 after S.OOpm i 

I -■ 1 



PCW 9512 1 

with Locoscript 2, Mailmerg© and Spelling Cneck j 

plus Locoflle spare discs (in storage boxes), [ 

8000+ magazines and gomes: Scrabble and i 

Tomahawk. Tel: 08 1421 4064 weekdays j 

(after 6pm) ond weekends. £400 i 



C-BASIC COMPILER 



POLLY ERASABLE LABELS 

Handy kits with label, pens, erasers etc, for 3', 
3V2",5 1/a' disks £13.74 Incl. 

0737 833015 

BLACKSTUFF, 

FREEPOST, TADWORTH, SURREY, KT20 6BR 



£25 MEMORY UPGRADE FOR 8256 

Full instructions. Full guarontee. 

Cheques to: 

Q6 COMPONENTS 

72 CrcMton Rood, Garstang, Preston, PR3 IHR 

09952 6060 



LOCOSCRIBES NEED LSD \ 

] Easyprogramprints sorted d I rec tory of ] 
] Locoscript flies. PCW 8256/8512 Drive A: £5,50 for ] 
I disc with instructions. i 



and Mini -Office Professional complete witti j 
1 manuols. unused, unregistered. £40, quick sole, i 

I Tel: John 0751 72707. i 

I I 



PCW TRAINING IN EAST ANGLIA \ 

Help with all Loco programs, other databoses. | 

spreadsheets i 

For details phone: 0728 746461 | 



I DATADIARY: Next twelve months (A4/Filofax i 
I versions) still £16.951 POCKET DATADATE: Year's [ 
I supply star blrttidotes/annrversarles. Only £24.951 f 
I (Locoscript 2) j 

I A4 IDEAS, 66 Curzon Street, Calne, 
I Wiltshire, SN II ODL i 

I I 



I 



; ORIGINAL DISKS AND MANUALS \ 

\ Compact softwore vl .9 Payroll unregistered. ] 

r unopened. Also MA. P. Payroll unregistered, i 

■ Phone: 023 371 2fi68. | 



DOUBLE DISK 8512 

Locoscript II, Locoflle. Locomali. Locotont, 

Ivlicrodeslgn II. mouse, mosterpock. Plus other 

serious software. 30 disks. 42 copies 8000 Plus 

Half price at £650. Z88, Interface and software 

£200. 

0900 827330. 



1 FREELANCE PCW/PC TRAINERS WANTED i 



] to work in central London area. Locoscript/Sage ] 



M. Evans, 



I 111 High Street, Linton, Cambs, CBl 6JT i 



I I 



and other popular softwore, 
Tel: 081 674 0955 



CAMBRIDGE Z88 PORTABLE COMPUTER 

128k memory card, mains adopter, porallel 

printer coble ond corry case. Still under 

guorontee. As brand new £200 

Tel: 071 631 1930 



VAT RETURN FOR BUSINESSES 

A PCW program to complete quarter VAT returns 
with extras, send £16,95 to: 

Winchester Micro Factors, Unit 2, Thome 
Road, Stainforth, Doncaster, S. Yorks. 



, , 

£ tVtONEY FROM YOUR MICRO II 
Your home PC is a cosh generotof. 

Free details: 

\ HOME KEYBOARD, Dept 8 (6), 5 Stonswood | 
Gardens, London, SE5 7SQ. 

, I 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads rosl ,G7.50 for up to 30 words. (This 
rate only applies to readers wishing to sell Ltieir 
own hardware or original software or to pass on 
a message to oLher 8000 Plus readers] 
All other ads are now classified as Trade 



Advertisements and are charged at £1 per word. 
[Max 30 words}. 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed to be a Trade Adveilisement 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad just fill In this application 
form and send it to us with the correct payment. 



We will then place the ad in the next available 
issue (published 2-7 weelis after we receive your 
order). 

If you wish your address or telephone numlier 
to be featured in your advert it must be Includ- 
ed in the grid below (one word per space). 



I 



Order form send to: 8OOO Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BAl 2AP 



Name 



I Address- 
I 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

My advertisement is a Private/Trade* Advertisement and 
I enclose payment for £ • delete as applicable 



I wish to pay by Cheque/ Postal Order /Access /Visa 
Credit card number _ 



Credit card expiry date 



Telephone ■ 




^ . ^^^.^ • „,^i„,„. ,j, — 































































Listings 



1160 pr=pr+l: GOSOB 1170: PRINT FNat$(pr, 0) ; : NEXT f; NEXT n ; RETURN 

1170 IF pr<25 OR f=vp(n) THEN RETURN ELSE pr=10 

1180 PRINT FKat$<28, 22); "Press space bar to see this list continued" 

1190 k$="": WHILE k$<>" ": k$=INKEY$: VEND: PRINT FNat$<10,0); 

1200 FOR 1 = 1 TO 19: PRINT STRINGS (90, " " ) : NEXT 1; RETURN 



1F64 
1585 
223B 
18B8 
18F2 



That's it then, all the hard work is over and now ik enjoyable' bit begins (no we're not getting wtird over this). Debugging a pfogiam will leach you more about progianiming than any amouni of 

typing in listing after listing. It will also teach you to build in specific error traps for your own worit. 



1 



I 



Main Program 



I 
Filename Input 



File Searching 



Deal with line 



Information Output 



Form line no.s 



Form words 



Clieck Words 



Update lists 



Jusi 10 show you how wc aj^reciate good documenlation, and the fact that we are trying to improve the general quality of the infoimation provided in the Listings Plus pages, we have included 

Mr Wheleiton's schematic diagram for BELTER. 8 AS (shown above I. Making up a schematic before doing any coding is an escelleni idea. It means thai, in six monihs' time, you know one end of 

your magnum opus from the other, li also helps other people to understand your thought pnxesses ,.. thanks again to Mr Whelerton for the incredibly detailed documentation he provided. 



To the lishthouse 



Thai should actually be to the Lifeboat tiue to Ihe fact that this little piece 
concerns the RNLI charity and more BASIC tools. A small cotnpany based in 
Cornwall called Luxysoft produces a package by the name of BASIC Needs, 

This disc contains several tools including one called FRED - the FRiendly 
EDItor - which enables you to program your BASIC files in the comfort of 
near word processor peace. It also makes RPED,BAS (the packaged editor 



which comes with your PCW) look like Genghis Khan with a migraine on Monday 
morning. Had it not been for sale already, it and its companion program FLAP 
(Full Label Analysis Print - it used to be called XPSS) would have won the 
competition hands down. In fact we reviewed it last month and gave it an 8000 
Plus Value Verdict Ot 16 20. 

So. if you would like to spend L9.95. CS of which goes to the RKLI, and have 
some essential programming loots to hand you should call Malcom Surl at 
Luxsoft on 072E 850820. It's ail for a good cause and It's definitely a good disc to 
have in your collection. 



H 



MINIWORD.BAS by Adam Smith 



aving just enough space at the end 
of tliis month's Listing Plus pages, 
we have decided to include this 
wondeifu! little utility from Adam Smith 
{no we don't stoop lo economical jokes at 
other people's expen-se). 

What you have here is a tiny little 
word processor. The purpose of MINI- 
WORD.BAS is to cnbabic you to jot down 
a few notes white in BASIC, 

Alt you do is type away and. like 
direct printing in LocoScript, once you 



press return everything is printed it out. 
Very handy indeed. 

You could even use it straight (well 
not too straight) from CP/M if you 
incorporate the listing in a file with a .SUB 
suffix. Something like the following would 
do the job; 

BASIC MIN1WORD.BAS 
Create this using a word processor and 
save it as a file called JOTTER,SUB, Then 
whenever you're in CP/M all you have to 
do is type JOTTER as the A> prompt. 



You could improve the program by 
enabling it lo save your typed text as a 
disc file which could t>c read back at a 
later date. 

But as it stands right now, MINI- 
WORD.BAS is an effective little beast 
which should make CP/Ming and BASIC 
that little bit less like being in a foreign 
land with no way to write home. 

If anyone else can come up with a 
better attempt at a BASIC jotter we'd cer- 
tainly be very pleased to see it. 9 



10 PRINT CHR$!:27)i"E":left%=8;right%=88:vrldth%=right%-left% 1B7B 

20 LPRIITT CH8$(27);"l";CHRS(left%);CHR$(27);"m";"l"; 12D8 

30 LPRINT CHR$(27);"p";"l";CHS$(24); 0DE5 

40 PRIIfT "TYPE AVAY!!"; OAAD 

50 IF p%<>0 THEH PRIIfT " <YOU ARE STILL OH THE SAME LINE)" ELSE PRINT 2142 

60 PRINT; LINE INPUT x$; PRINT 0F6F 

70 1«=1: len%=LEN(x$):x%=KIN<l%+wldth%-p%, lenft) 1365 
As ojiposed 10 clearing the soeen and sending the cursor home using CHR$<27)+"H ". l^r Smid) ha^ decided lo teavc you writing at tte boltom of die scteeiL Vanous type styles and fancy bits art 

set up and the ready meisage "Type Away" is set up for you. Line 60 waits for the woids, 

80 WHILE xS=l%+wiflth'/t-p% 09CD 

90 WHILE ASCCHID$(xS,.x%, l))<>32:x%=x%-l; VEND 14F9 

. 100 LPRINT MID$(x$,i%, xX-1%) OAEC 

110 1 %=x%+ 1 : x%= WIN {l%+width%,len%)rpS=0; VEND 1234 

120 LPRINT MID$(x$,l%); : IF len%=255 THEN p%=leii%-l%+l ELSE LP8INT:p%=0 1F6D 

130 GOTO 40 046B 

You can only type 255 chaiaaeis at one time, but don't woiry, after thi-i limit is iBachcd you can print out your test and you will stiil remain on the same sentence. As yd the progfan has no exit 
routine so you will have lo press the jolly old [STOP] button to get oui. Anodier addtion would be a word wrap facility for on-screen work. 
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KMH 



for all your TEL: 01-567 7313^sameday 

COMPUTER SUPPLIES ' """"^ 



ALL PRICES 
EXCLUDE VAT 



MAIL ORDER + EXPORT HOTLINE 01-567 7313 

Olticsal orders tmlcome from Post S Packing (UK Or}l)fi: 

PLC, Govemmenl & Educational Riboons ISp eacii 

ALL PHOOUCTS CARRY 
KCS GUARANTEE 



\Callers welcome 9.30am-late 



(PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE) 



Labei /Paper £3 per Box 

All other Herns SOp each 

Computer/Pnnters £7. SO (by courier j 

Please add VAT lo total 

Minimum order £tS.OO 



Kavtn Computer Supplies Ltd 

10$ Soutti Eating Road 

Ealing London WS 4QL 

Tel 01-567 7313 

Fan 01-840-4358 

Telex: 947838 GEEWS DepI KCS 

CaKera Welcome 9.30S.30 




YOU ORDER BY 3PM 
WE DESPATCH BY 4PM 

(subject to avaitabitity) 



AMSTRAD WORDPROCESSORS 

(Now with FREE one years on-site maintenance) 
PCW 8256 Single Drive/256k Memory/VDU/ 
Keyboard/Dot Matrix Printer £343.50 

PCW 8512 Double Drive/51 2k MemoryA/DU/ 
Keyboard/Dot Matrix Printer..... £439.50 

PCW 951 2 Single Drive/51 2k 

Memory /VDU/Keyboard/Daisy wheel Printer £456.95 



PLUS FREE AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER WORTH - £79,00 



AUTOIVIATIC SHEET FEEDER 




For PCW 9512 prrntBf holds up lo 30 shmts ol 

paper SPECIAL E69 00 



^p 



ANS 20L 

DISK STORAGE BOX 

Box Clever - prolect yaut disks 
with high qualilv perspex, lockable 
stofag<e boxes. Hords 1 8 3' disk$ S CdS€$. 

ONLY E6 J5 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



These printers can be connected te 
sny PCW. 

SlarLCIO E139 

NECPa+ £263 

Panasonic KXP10B1 E1 39 

Panaawlc KXP1124 (24 pin) £219 

Panasonic KXP1 1 BO E1 65 

E|json|.xaOO £173 

Amslrad LO3500 £209 

Amslrad LQ5000 £295 



1 PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 


Couner 10 

Leitet Golhic 10/12 

THesisPS 

Orator 10 
Mini Gothic IS 

£5.80 eech 


Recia to 
Script 12 
Prestige Pica to 
Prestige Elite 12 





BOOKS 



Hackers Handbook III £6.95 

Leohing inio LocoScript 2 ..,.,.......,.,.£14.95 

15 Hour Word Processing E5.95 

All in One Mmi Office Pfod , £11 .95 

Supsrcalc Super Book £1 2.95 

Program Your PCW....._ £8.50 

DTP wilh AMS.PCW E9.95 

Mallard Basic. Intro £9.95 

Easy rnio Locoscripl...... ,..,., .„..„.., .,...£16,32 

Proleil. A PCW User Guide £9.95 

Using AMS PCW 951 2 £9,95 



ACCESSORIES 



Additional Disk Driue lor 8256/9512 £115 00 

RS232 Interface £45.00 

8256 Memory Upgrade POA 

RAMPAC - 51 2K plug on Memory 
Expansion E114 

3" DISK DRIVE ONLY 

CLEANING KIT £7.50 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

PCW Challenge EtOOO 

Cyruss Chess II .£12.00 

Time S Magic £11 95 

Clock Chess CP E14.95 

Bridge Player 2000 £15.00 

Draug hts/Checkers £1 4. 95 

Saabble Deluxe £17.39 

Tomahawk ,.,„.,.„„.. ,£13.00 

Sackgam monCP „ £14.95 

Steus Oauis Snooker £13 50 

Strike Force Harrier C19 95 

Corruption £15.65 

RIBBONS 

LOW LOW PRICES 

Ask lor quanUtv discount 

2 4+ 

PCW 8266/85 iaLQ35O0 £3.39 £3.21 

8256/8512 Carbon £4 26 £4,00 

PCW9512 I^S £3.39 £3.21 

Minimum ol 2 



PAPER & LABELS 

2000stieets ifK 14.5" Ipteogsm £16.27 

10O0 sheets If x 9.$- 2pt OTC £1982 

2000stieets 11" I 9.5" IpteOgsrr £14.16 

1000 sheets If j 9.5- 2pt NCR £23.26 

2000 sheets A4 Ipi ?Ogsni Microperf £17,19 

1 000 stieets A4 1pl BSgsm Microperf £11 49 

Labels 1 Across 2 Across 

2000 3v!" X 17.V E8.65- £9 20 

2000 3iT"xll6.i6- £11.74 £11.84 

2000 4-« 1r.i6' £9.53* £9 65 

2000 4" x liOTS- E13.00 £12 72 

'Available in Blue. vyiEwr, Pinh, Green jiTi ejrtra) 
QTHEH SIZES AVAiUBLE 



ACOUSTIC HOOD FOR PCW 9S12 



Silence that 
noisy printer wilh 
our high quality 
printer mutfler. 
Up to 80% noise 
reduction. 



Our Price £69.50 
Base for the hood £21.50 




PCW STARTER PACKS 



SAVE ££££s 
• 10 CF2 discs •IANS20L 

Disc box • 1 000 Sheets 

Listing Paper • 3 Piece Dust 

Cover • 3 Printer Ribbons 

• 3" Drive Cleaning Kit 

OUR PRICE £54 ONLY 

Delivery £3 
State if 8 or 9 series 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Micro Design II £39 00 

Fleet St. Editor Plus £29.00 

Tfie Database Publisher (software) £19.00 

Daucase Desktop Publislter (with AMX M(»jse).£60.00 



STOP PRESS 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
13 Fonts. Clip Art, Typesetting, 
Cut & Paste Up, Graphic Design. 

Stop Press (Soltware only) £29,00 

Stop Press & AMX Mouse E6S70 



3- AMSTRAD DISKS 



3" DISKS AMSOFT/MAXELL 

5 10 20 

CF2 £10.82 £20 39 £34.50 

CF2.DD ....£20.00 £39.00 £70.00 



DUSrCOl/ERS 



PCW 9512 (3 piece) .....£12.46 

PCW 6256'8512 (3pi«ce) £ii 45 

PC1640 (2 piece) .....E9.50 

PC1512 (2 piece) £8.50 

DMiP 2000/30QOi'31©0 £4.50 

DMP4000 E5.50 

LQ3500 £4.50 

Eliminates dust and sialic wilh these attractive- 
ly designed dust covers 




KEMPSTON MOUSE 



Mouse with Daatafax and Jeeves software 

and interlace. DaatafBx is the compuf- 

erised personal organiser. Mouse 

compatible with Stop Pr«ss, 

Micro Design 



£59.00 



Mini Office 

PROFESSIONAL 

Very succsssiui ■ rngny new teatuf^s 
5 separate programs - Wcrdpfocessor 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

• Communlcalions Interacllve 

OUn PRICE ONLY €2595 



COPY HOLDERS 



^^^«- 



With 

adjustable arm 

80 column 

£12.75 
132 Column 
£16.9S 
DeskTop 
El 2.75 



TIDY UP'PROTECT 




£14,99 



-WITH 

MAINS 
FOUR GANG 
SURGE PROTECTOR 



SOFTWARE 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage Popular Accounts .....,£56.00 

Sage PayrrjII £41 00 

Sage Invoice/Slock Control £41,00 

Sage Accounts Plus ...... .£€6.00 

MAP Integrated ,£89.00 

fvloney Manager plus £33.95 



WORDPROCESSING 



Tasman Tasword 8000 £16.00 

Tasman Tasprint 8000 ....£10.00 

Tasman Taspell 8000 £12 00 

Tasman Tas Sign £20.00 

Arnor Proteil £35.00 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE 



Newword II £42.65 

Locomail 2 E2500 

Locospell for Loco II £16 00 

Locospell + Locoscripl II £27.00 

LocoEcript II _...£20.00 

Locofom £1 6. 00 

Locofile „...£25,00 

Locofonl2 El 2.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Amsott Supercalc li £42.17 I 

Newstar Crackar Turbo , £33.50 [ 



DATABASES 



At Last Plus .,.,. .,£2500 

Datastore II £27 00 

Sage fleK ieve £40. OO 

Camsolt Cambase II „£34,50 

Mastartife 8000 „ £28,00 

dBase II £45 00 



COMMUNICATION 



Linnet V21/V23 Modem ( RS232 interlace) 
Autodial ing i Answering, Hayes Compatible, 
32 Names store. 

3 Help Menus* Chit-Chat £209.00 

Sage ChilCriat Sottware £69.00 



LANGUAGE 



Frendi Mistress Kosmos Et4.50 

Germari Master Kosmos £14.50 

Spanish Tutor Ko^nos £14.50 

Kalian Tutor Kosmos £14.50 

SPECIAL OFFER ON TYPING 
TUTORS 

lansyst Crash Typing ., £15.95 

lansyst Two FJngers Touchlype Course.. £15.95 



GENERAL UTILITIES 



Mass Easy Labeller £23.00 

Rotale £17.35 

Digital Pascal MT+ .£39,00 

Digilal C Basic £39.00 

Prospell „ £2000 

Arnor C . „ £43.70 

Amor Maxam, £43 70 



PART-EXCHANGE 



Thinking of upg raid ing? 

Why not part-exchange 

your PCW for PCI 640, 

PC2086 

or even PC2286. 

Call for latest prices 




Column 



Little Green 
Mayhem 



A great tradition of ftOOO Plus 
magiizine is that when you 
delve into the most an:anc 
fields of Kuman endeavour — loati-sex- 
ing, or science fiction fan/.ines, or soci- 
eties for the preservation of fruit-bals 
— you'll sooner or later find someone 
chipping away at their mountains of 
paperwork on a PCW. 

Therefore it came as no surprise 
when Jenny Randies, who is apparently 
the only full-time professional UFO 
researcher in Britain, mentioned that 
her books like Ahdmtinn (Headline 
paperback, 1 989) arc indeed produced 
using LocoScript 2 on a PCW8256. 

At first ! was leery of these 
researches, since UFOlogy can seern 
such a dubious subject: SPACE 
ALIENS TURNED MY PCW INTO 
AN OLIVE, and all (hat. It was with 
gical relief that I found Jenny to he a 
leading member of what purely for the 
sake of argument I'll call tfie non-loony 



schmi! of UFO thought. 
Here in Britain, UFOlogists of this 
sch(H)l suspect that the weirder reports 
froni htinest-seeming witnesses (close 
encounters, abductions, etc) result 
from strange menial states. Not mad- 
ness or DTs. but something more like 
lucid dreaming or those "out of the 
body experiences" which seem so real 
to sufferers. This is fascinating stuff 
which might well provide an insight 
from an unexpected angle on how the 
human brain is wired — and how, just 
like a computer, it can go into unin- 
tended loops, or even crash from lime 
to lime. 

Unfortunately there are problems 
in holding views like tfiese. The first I 
could guess; my jaw dropped when I 
heard about the second. 

Short change 

Tlie first snag for a sober researcher is 
that, as Jenny confirms, this kind of 



UFOlogy won't make you rich, "My 
14 books normally clock up about 
2000 sales in hardback, with rare 
paperback excursions — giving my 
bank balance a status that even 
Argentina won't envy." 

What tends to sell well is hyper- 
txilic stuff about tangible alien space- 
ships full of little kidnappers with 
enormous eyes and faces made of 
putty. This is why UFOlogists in 
America, where this "extra terrestrial 
hypothesis" dominates, tend to be 
wealthier than our home-grown ones. 

Personally I have strong opinions 
about America's best-known UFO 
pundit, the dreaded Whitley Strieber 
ofCommuititm fame. Jenny will not 
discuss htm at all, owing to the second 
snag in being an unsensalionalist 
researcher who disputes theories of 
aliens. Tliis is that inoncyed 
Aniericiuis are quite ready to go to 
court over these issues. 

For example, Jenny's and Peter 
Warrington's Siknce and liie UFOs 
(not a bestseller) is acknowledged by 
Strieber as a strong influence; almost 
immediately after reading its account 
of "UFO abductions", he is supposed 
to have started remembering the simi- 
lar experiences whose highly coloured 
write-up mCommuniim made him 
rich. When in a radio interview Jenny 
made the obvious joke about this 
sequence of events, she was threatened 
with a libel suit. 

Deja vu 

Here ) must declare an interest. 
Strieber 's new novel Majestic 
devotes two pages to a detailed rehash 
of the fictional UFO story in my own 
1979 spoof. An Accnunl of a WcciiVii; 
with Denizens of Another World, 
tS7l. I was not approached for 
permission, nor offered a fee for the 
use of my original creation. But I sup- 
pose I'd belter not make jokes about it 
on the radio, had I'.' 

Worse is to follow. An even more 
bizarre American outgrowth of 
UFOlogy is the cuh of the "MJ-12 
papers" — dodgy-looking documents 
which are supposed to be leaked US 
government records. They tell a grue- 
some tale concerning crashed UFOs, 
autopsies on litlte green bodies, global 
cover-up. and much tiiore. This is sup- 
posed to have been successfully kept 
secret by every US administration 
since the 1940s! 

I myself offer whole-hearted sup- 
port (0 the document experts who 



reckon the papers arc blatant forgeries, 
and who quote strong ev idcnce for this 
view... but I'd better not say so too 
loudly. 

You see, Jenny said so last year. 
It's a nasty story, offeted here as a 
warning again.st the perils of talking to 
the media — which, in order to publi- 
cise their books, becomes the duty of 
most writers sooner or later. 

In brief: Tljt- Manchesier Evening 
News announced (uncritically) a pub- 
lic meeting in which .Stanton Friedman, 
the leading US guru of MJ-12, would 
preach to the converted. Jenny, who 
lives nearby, felt she had a responsibil- 
ity to give the opp<)sing viewpoint. 
This was dismally written up by the 
paper as something which could be 
taken as a personal attack (with jait/.y 
paragraphs starting with ZAP! and 
POW!). Although Jenny complained at 
once of being misrepresented, the MJ- 
12 crew issued writs. 

Over the top 

This is the point at which I boiled over. 
For producing the offending piece, the 
MEN is being asked for £.500. and its 
reporter for nothing. For expressing her 
dissenting view in what is supposedly a 
scientific debate, and despite having no 
coniral over the distortions which 
appeared, Jenny is being sued for 
£10.(J()0. 

Which could make her original 
letter to the Mamhesler Evening News 
the most expensive brief document 
ever to be printed out ftom LocoScript 
2 on a PCW... 

Surely this is outrageous. As 
Jenny explained, "This sort of tactic 
has no place in serious debate on con- 
troversial i.ssues it ntust be stamped 

iHJt. This is why I have an obligation to 
fight on despite the horrendous diffi- 
culties of doing so. " 

Writers shocked by what they see 
as persecution have set up a defence 
fund to help fight this expensive action. 
(I'm one of them.) Echoing the leg- 
endary fund-rai.sers of Private Eye 
magazine, it's called MJ-BALLS. 
Cheques made out to this worthy cause 
are welcomed at 17 Polsloe Road, 
Exeter, Devon, EX 1 2HL. This is a . 
serious appeal. 

As for Jenny Randies, her final, 
rueful comment to me was: "Perhaps 
the PCW tempts one into trouble 
because it's so easy to respond quickly 
to points you dispute - a side -effect 
your readers might not ever have had 
cau.se tocontemplate before ! " A 
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TIPOFFS 

The happy couple: you and your PCW 

Keep getting hitched in IjOcoScript? CP/M a consummate failure? 
Find BASIC isn't the best man for the job? 

As June bursts out all over with brides and grooms, pledge your troth to 
Tipoffs - five pages that tell you, rather engagingly, how you and your 
Amstrad can live together in blissful harmony. Putting £30 in his bottom 
drawer this month is Gary Simmons of Surrey for his addressing of an 
envelope problem, while £10 goes to Nick Morice- Jones of Kent for his very 
flashy tip, and Ian Chisnall of Bolton who has a tip for all Locochar users. 

We pay hard cash (or equivalent in toasters) for good tips, so if you know 
any goodies in LocoScript, LocoFile, BASIC or any well-known program, tell 
us at Tipoffs, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Stieel. Bath BAl 2XF. 



MIDI systems 



I was surprised to read in Tipoffs 
recently of MIDI interfaces for the 
PCW, I have a Yamatia keytioard 
wtiich is MIDI compatible. What do I 
need to control it with my PCW? 
Wili I be able (o edit the wavefonn of 
my synthesiser with it? 

Mike Overton, 
North Walsham, Norfolk 

SOC0 PLUS: For anyone unfamiliar 
wilh the concept of MIDI, and com- 
puter-iomrolled music in general, a 
few words of explanation first. 

MIDI - Musical Instrument 
Digital Interface - makes your PCW 
into a music processor Suppose you 
connect a synthesiser to your PCW 
via a cable and MIDI interface, which 
pluj^S in the hack of your machine* 
and play a tune; your PCW stores the 
line you've just played on disc, and 
now you can use MIDI software to do 
various things. You can have the line 
played hack to you. tranipose il up or 
down at the touch of a key, loop it so 
it plays repeatedly, play il hack faster 
or slower and .so on. 

By playing this back and 
recording another line as you listen 
10 il you can huild up tracks which 
will play hack together - building up 
an orchestra of sounds from each 
single line. Individual lines can be 
altered, so if you don't like the ha,n 
part you've laid down on your demo 
tape you can re -record it without 
touching the other lines. A boon for 
pop musicians and students fine-tun- 
ing their compositions! You can get 



MIDI synthesisers, drum machines, 
guitars, horns and other instruments. 

A MIDI interface allows your 
PCW to play your compositions 
through several instruments at once, 
making il an electronic conductor. 
You don't lift a finger - all your 
music has been keyed in line by tine. 
If you have a multi-timbral synth. it 
can play several different instrument 
settings at once (one line in its drum 
setting, another in 'bass', another in 
'flute' and so on): otherwise it will 
play all the different lines as the 
same sound {all flute, or whatever 
the syttth is set to). 

To make MIDI music you need a 
PCW, at least one MIDI instrument, 
a MIDI interface, and MIDI soft- 
ware. Cables to link the lot up are 
available from the shop where you 
buy your synthesiser The best MIDI 
interface is that produced by EMR at 
£59.95. EMR are on 0702 335747. If 
you have a 9512. check with them 
when buying that it will work. 

EMR also do a MIDI interface, 
for £89.90. Il offers MIDI in and out 
plus MIDI through connection, 
enabling you tn hook up to a .sepa- 
rate unit which can control several 
instruments from the one socket. The 
EMR interface has two MIDI ouls, 
and also has a connection for a 
'clo<:k' (metronome} device. 

You can't edit the waveform (i.e. 
create the timbre of the note, oscillo- 
scope fashion) with EMR's software. 
DHCP however offer special soft- 
ware that will do this for the Casio 
CZIOI, CZ2.10, and the Korg 
DW6000 synlhs (each package is 
£45). DHCP's number is 0440 61207. 



nterface to face 



If you find that something connected 
to the PCW's edge connector at the 
back doesn't work, it's probably very 



simple: the edge connector may l)e a 
little cwidised- Simply switch off the 
PCW and rub the edge connector 
gently wilh Duraglil metal polish, or 
even a hard office eraser 
N Kyriacou, London 




Putting the address in the right place 
on an envelope is a tricky business - 
especially as you often have (o work 
with envelopes of varying sizes. 

LocoScripi's block feature will 
automatically address envelopes in 
eiiactly the right place for you after 
you've written a letter. Here's what 
to do: it looks complicated but after 
dong it once you'll find it very easy. 

Before you print or exit the 
letter document, put the cursor at the 
tieg inning of the address of the 
recipient and press [COPY]. Then 
move to the end and press {COPY] 
again, followed by a letter such as Z. 
Print the letter as usual. 

After the letter has finished 
printing, insert the envelope into 
the printer, (82,'56 and SS 12 primers 
can only cope with thin envelopes, 
and you may have to help it roll in 
with your fingers). Wind the 
envelope up until the print head is at 
the level you want. 

Loco,Script I: Press [fll 
'Options' and using the cursors and 



die [+] key select 'Single 
sheet paper'. [ENTER]. 
Then press [O] 'Actions' 
and type in a left offset of about 30 
then I ENTER |. The print head 
moves across to that setting. If it's at 
the wrong place for ibe address, type 
in another figure and [ENTER] until 
you get it where you want it. 
LocoScript 2: Press JO] 
'Paper' and using die cursors and 
the [+] key select 'A4', [ENTER], 
Then press [f6] 'Left offset' and 
type in a left offset of about 30 then 
[ENTER]. The print head moves 
across to that setting. If it's at the 
wrong place for the address, type in 
another figure and [ENTER] until 
you get it where you want it. 

Now ciear the printer status line 
wilh I EXIT) and press D in the disc 
manager for 'direct printing'. When 
the direct printing screen comes up 
press [PASTE] Z; the address 
appears. Press [RETURN] and it is 
printed in the right place on the 
envelope, l^avc direct printing with 
[EXIT], 

Gary Simmons, 
Epsom 






rriTiKr init. — umts — rr 

?iat 1 linr V 
CflH _to_rgttaTi to argi ^glt 



Desr Mr Glibt> 

I'd just like to s^^ hc^u ufivi«<ei ful 1^ ^i^ic^f?, tioi^^^t ^nd h^rd-uortcing I 
think NFS of All ^iirtits ^re- I thimlt you are all nJtking the uorld n 
betterj skt^r, clp^n^r And nore ecological place to livf iiri.*J 

Sorry I hAct to unte this ni crasoiv. hut thpa don't nlloy U5 shariJ »Q\\\i 
her# in thp asylun.f 



Copy ItK address from Itie liip ufthe letter.. 




LSI at* LPS 
juoui F.3=Stul 



House (j( Connimst' 
' - Hlgn*' 



..set the left offset lo align the print head where you want it on the envelope, piste 
ifi Ihe address, hit |REfURN], and die envelope is addressed in the right place 



BASIC en-ors 



I find it infuriating that, when using 
BASIC, any di,sc error (through 
there not being a disc in the drive, 
for example) dumps me out of the 
program back into CP/M's A> 
prompt. Is there anything I can do 
about it? 

Dave Stiaw, Luton, Beds 

8000 PLUS: Yes. Include Ihe lines 
ON ERROR GOTO 1000 POKE 
64487 J54 in your listing. That will 
keep you in BASIC when disc 
errors occur, jumping to the line 
number 1000 (you can have any 
other line number instead of 1000, 
of course). 



Getting the boot 



Is there any way I can get extra 
files automatically copied on to the 
M drive when I start up 
LocoScript? 
C J Parker, St Agnes, Cornwall 

8000 PLUS: LocoScript automati- 
cally copies things like fonts and 
user dictionaries, but if you want 
text files copied across all you can 
do is call them TEMPIATESTD. 
Files of this name are copied 
across to Ihe corresponding group 
in the M drive. The storage of 
important files for quick reference 
in a TEMPLATE. STD is a well 
known LocoScripter's trick. 
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A to Z of Protext 



I have several shortish documents in 
ProteJCt and want to make them into 
one large one. putting the documents 
together in alphabetical order of the 
document names. The documents are 
all notes on composers, so that in the 
final large document. I want the text 
in BACH first, then BEETHOVE.N, 
then BRAHMS, and so on. Is there a 
quick way to do it? 

Charles Searson, 
Lewisham, Surrey 

SOOO PLUS: Yes. Let's say ym have 
26 text flies called A to Z thai you 
MaHf to combine in that order into a 
large one. What you do is first make 
up a file of commands that says 
'merge the text from A. then merge 
the texifivm B, and so on, up to Z' . 
Then you can tell Protext lo run all 
the commands contained in this file 
and have a cup tftea while it does 
the niergin/; for you. 

First put the disc with alt the 
files to he merged in the drive. Type 
at the a> prompt SPON I RETURN I 
M:TEMP IRETVRN} CAT 
(RETURN! SPOFF [RETURN] 

Now load M:TEMP. You see a 
file iDntainin.t> the directory plus the 
commands you typed. Edit out the 
commands at the lop and hottom. Go 



into box mode with lALTj B and 
move the second, third and fourth 
columns of the directory li.<iting to 
the hotioni of the first, so you end up 
with a long list of the files, in alpha- 
betical order 

Next use jEXCHJ to replace all 
occurences oflSPACEI??K by noth- 
ing and give the options as 'age'. 
You should t\ow have a document 
M:TEMP consisdng of the file names 
A to Z. (Edit (nit any ones you don't 
want). 

Next use lEXCHl to replace !. 
by>.l25.W9l!29IJl3lll3ll2S4IMER 
[SPACE] and again give 'age' as the 
options. I The character j is on the 
9512 keyboard and is [EXTRA] full 
stop on the 851 2 or 8256). Finally 
edit the file .lo that every line looks 
similar i.e. 

I253/I29[I29//I3IIIJ/!254IMER A 
l253il29ll29Jll3IJt3il2S4lMER B 
...and so on to 
l253ll29ll29!ll3/ll3ll254l!lfERZ 

Save the file and clear the te.\i 
by typing CLEAR [RETURN]. Now 
all you do is type X [RETURN] and 
M:TEMP [RETURN] and watch the 
magic. 

Prote.xt huffs may he interested 
to know that the second !29i (the 
code to go to the end of a document) 
is not superfiuous: without it Prote.xt 
.sometimes doesn't make it all the 
way and inserts text before the (vid. 






lue St group 





















J 


. K 














1^ 


K 


5 






K 


1 



Use SPON to make a file called M:TEMP contaitiing the diiectoiy listing of files A to Z.. 




liyililllllllliilHtimiRiPS 



then tidy It up and add liic codes siiown. On 
saving this file, clearing it. and executing it... 



..yuu end up Willi a file made up for you 
containing the text of files A 10 Z in order. 



Corruption at work 



While loading up LocoScript 2 
recently I have been getting this 
error mes.sage: ERROR WITH 
FILE: LOCOSPEL.JOY DISC HAS 
BEEN CHANGED and on can- 
celling the operation, a.s advised, 1 
get ERROR U^ DRIVE A: DISC 
HAS BEEN CHANGED WHILE A 
DOCUMENT IS IN USE I don't 
know how to fix it! 

Gareth Thomas, 
Edmonton, London 



8000 PLUS: It sounds very much 
as though your di.sc is corrupted. 
Probalily it has been near a ringing 
telephone, loud.\peaker or otixer 
magnetic source, though corruption 
can happen for no apparent reason 
whatsoever. The an.swer is simply to 
re-copy your LocoScript master 
disc as illustrated in the manual. If 
you've been careless enough to 
have been working with the origi- 
nal, you' II have to return it to 
Locomotive Softn^are (0306 
740606) and ask them nicely to 
replace it with a new one. 



Maxi Micro Design 



All computer graphics are improved 
by reduction. The smaller you can 
make the stair-steps the less 
noticeable they become. In this tip 
we assume you have access to a 
photocopier able to reduce an A4 
page to A5 and A6. and that you are 
able to work in Micro Design's 256K 
page format. 

Ideally any job should be DTPd 
a.s large as possible. The greater the 
phottx;opied reduction the more you 
will enhance your work. Before you 
start you will know the finished si^e 
of your job. What you need to know 
is the largest working size in pixels 
which, after printout, can be reduced 
on a photocopier to the desired fin- 
ished size. 

Here is a simple way of scaling 
any job to give you these pixel 
coordinates in the Micro Design full 
page layout. With this method you 
can instantly find the MD layout size 
which will permit the maximum pho- 
tocopied reduction for any job. 

Creative Technology have 
thoughtfully provided a scale, stored 
on the Areas disc as SCALE.MDA. 
Load this scale into the 2,'i6K page. 
Now doctor it. Extend the X scale 
across the full width of the page and 
likewise the Y down the full length 
of the page. As supplied, the scale is 
marked off in half units and single 
units and calibrated at 2 unit inter- 
vals. Recalibrate your .scale using a 
larger font, say SANSERIF 9, at 5 
unit intervals. Label your scaled page 
"2,'v6K A4 upright' adding the 
reminder ' 1 unit = 8 pixels'. Prim 
this out at full scale. 



Photocopy this printout reduced 
to A5 and also A6. 

Lei 's say you want to create a 
business card. The finished si^e 
could be a 3.5"x2.25" 
(90mmx55mm), Measuring off on 
your A6 scale gives 106 units wide 
by 60 units deep. 

In the 256K A4 upright page, 
one cursor keypress moves the cursor 
S pixels. This is also a hop of one 
unit on your scale. Keying B you can 
create a Box 840 pixels wide (105 
scale units x 8) and 480 pixels deep 
(60 scale units x 8], Centre your box 
[PAGE] and [ENTER]. 

When you have DTPd your 
card, print it out at full scale. Make a 
photocopy reduced lo A6 and there 
you have your business card at its 
finished state. 

When designing an A4 letter- 
head, do it in the A4 sideways for- 
mat. Photocopy at the A4 (o A5 
leduction, which will give you A3 to 
A4. A4 sideways is at the same scale 
as A4 upright so you can use your 
scales here too. Or extend the X axis 
and shorten the Y: photocopy and file 
along with your upright scales. 

When printed out, A4 sideways 
stretches the image along the X axis. 
This makes the stair-steps shallower 
and helps to round off curves. This 
stretching tends to fatten typefaces 
which makes them appear to be in 
bold. Compensate by printing out at 
the lightest setting on your printer. 
Photocopying tends to thin images. 
So reducing on a photocopier will not 
only round off curves but open up 
lower ca^ a. e and g to make small 
fonts more readable. 

Ronald Macdonelt, 
Ditigwall 



2S6k A4 l^ighf 
1 unlF - 8 pixels 



This Cernrifale is Awarded 



In rwogniuon 

oC tils Bi^liicvemeni 

in ItK I9R<) 

Construe lofs CompetlUon 



Certified success: An example of the astonish- 
ing quality Itiat Micro Design can achieve in 
conjunction with pliolocopving to 3 smaller siie 



Model scab: This scale can be printed out then reduced on a photocopier from A4 lo AS ihen 

.^6. giving you a quick way of .si?.ing artwork that will be reduced 
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Two things at once? 



Is ii possible \o prim ou! one 
documem while editing another? 

W Sandilands, Bristol 

SOOO PLUS: Yes. Don't waste time 
watihinn a LocoScript dociiinent 
print out when you tould he editinj( 
another one! On the PCW you tan 
print a file at the .lame lime as edit- 
ing another fhaekgroimd printing ' ). 
Bill you can ito further than this: if 
you're editin;; a longjlte. you might 
want to print another file without 
having to xare your rurreni edii and 
restart all over again. 

While editing your file, press 
the lf7J key (in Loco 2. Ifljl and 
select the 'Disc management' menu 
opiion The editing screen wilt van- 
ish and you will see the same file 
directory screen as when you aren't 
editing a file. Now you can print, 
move and delete other files in the 
normal way, though they have lo be 
on the same disc - you can't change 



discs in the middle of editing a doc- 
umem tike this. To gel back to your 
edit, just press fEXITj. 

This might come in handy if 
you realise while editing that your 
disc is full and you want lo make 
some space to .lave your edit. Go to 
the disc manager and move enough 
files from the floppy disc lo the M 
drive lo make space. When you've 
saved the edit you can move the 
files you moved to M onto .lome 
new discs. If you don't, of course, 
tliey'll be lost forever! 

It follows from the above that 
if you wan) lo print out a file on 
disc X winle you simuttaneousSy 
edit a file on disc Y. you can't do it. 

.'io, copy lite file from disc X to 
the M drive using 1/3 j in the disc 
manager Then insert disc ¥ press- 
ing If I J to notify LocoScript of the 
change (IPJ in Loco 2) and cursor 
over the file in tlw M drive lo he 
printed and hit P for print. 

Now you can edit the file on 
disc Y while Ihe printer cimrns out 
its stuff in the background. 



Protext quickies 



• If you can't remember whether or not you've saved a file since making 
changes, you don'i have to save it again just in case. Just type L 
[RETURN] and you will be warned if the file has been changed since 

it was last saved. [STOP] to caiT> on. 

% A quick way to move and copy single lines of lent is to delete the 
whole Une with [ALT] [CAN]. From then on [ALTIU will insert that 
line at the position of the cursor. lALTJU will replace small blocks that 
have been deleted too. 

• If you're using [FIND], merely pressing (+] will immediately jump to 
the next occurrence of the text you're looking for. Similarly [-1 will 
move to the previous occurrence. If you put symbols like S in front of 
sections, then [FINDJS plus 1+] and [-) is a quick way of moving from 
section head to section head. 

• Try pressing jALTj tSHlFTJ 2 (the 2 being the one on the numeric 
keypad down on the right). Users of SID might like to change the text 
to something else! ^,„„^,j,^„ ^^^^.^^^ 5^^^^,^ 



TiePIPsare "oinc 



While using PIP to copy some fdes 
from the M drive to my A drive I get 
the following message: 

A>PIPA:=M:*.CAL 
COPYING - MORT.CAL 
ERROR: DISK WRITE NO DATA 
BLOCK - A:MORT$$S A> 
What is going on? 
Phil Noskeau, Tuton, Notts 

SO0O PLUS: PIP'S error mesages 
are akin lo Linear B sometimes. This 
is its friendly little way of saying 
'there isn't enough room on the disc 
in Ihe A drive to copy the file 
MORT.CAL'. Thai .$$$ suffix is the 
temporary one given to files white 
they're being copied. The solution is 
simply to era.^e files from the A disc 
so as lo leave enough space. 

LocoScripiers beware though: 



if you've been using this disc in 
LocoScript, you'll find that 
LocoScript files in groups 1 lo 7 
aren't shown in CPIM when you do 
a DIP. So what you do is to go into 
group I by typing USER I 
iRKTURNj and then DIR 
(RETURN] to see what files are in 
group I. (Note how the prompt 
changes lo I a> for group I). You 
can now erase ones from that group 
if you Hw/[. Repeat for USER 2. 
USER i and so on up to 7. Return 
to the normal A> prompt by typing 
USER I RETURN!. 

You haven't finished yet! 
LocoScrtpt's limbo files are stored 
in groups S to 15, which don't show 
in Loco, but which are normal 
groups in CPIM. So you have to 
continue the above for USER 8 
through lo USER 15 lo erase any 
limbo files that happen lo he 
lurking there. 



Writing a column 



I'm sure you must have been asked 
this before, but is there any way 1 
can get two-column printing in 
LocoScript? 1 would hkc this for a 
newsletter I'm preparing on my 
9512. 

Ms F Bertram, Liverpool 

SOW PLUS: This tip will look very 
familiar to regular SOOO Plus read- 
ers, hut for the benefit of recent 
arrivals, we're liappy lo print it 
again! LocoScript doesn't have a 
command to do two columns 
directly, hut there ore various ways 
of doing it. The first is fiddly at the 
printout stage, but lets you edit the 
document easily. What you do is use 
a single layout for the whole docu- 
ment half a page wide (eg. with a left 
margin at 10 and a right margin at 
47) then print fiivi pages lo one 
sheet, offsetting the second page of 
each lo the right, to give the appear- 
ance of two columns. 

In LocoScript I create a TEM- 
FLATE.STD and press lf2l choosing 
'New layout'. Cursor down w the 
ruler line and set the margins at 10 
and 47 using lite cursors and [flj 
and Iflj. Set any tabs if required. 
{EXIT! back to the main document. 
Save the template: any documents 
you create now will come out as one 
thin column. For printing them ma 
two columns to a page, see below, 

LocoScript 2: Create a TEM- 
PLATE. S I'D andprcis lf2l for 
'Change layout'. Put in any tabs 
with the t+j key and .let llie margins 
at 10 and 47 using jfll. lEXIT] 
iENTERj and then [EXTTJ the main 
documetu. Any document you create 
in this group will now have the mar- 
gins 10 make it a limg thin docu- 
ment: you get mvJ caltiinns to a 
page while printing out - see below. 

When printing out, you feed 
each .sheet of paper in tyiice and. 

Tti« y*lwatt^ Anrhunl 5hav va^ ft roartnd 
BUficeBB dcEpltt thff dounpour I411ch 
SVfit frXMbJIOrt Bcurr^lnfT t^r cover 

cm SflluretHV aftfirnoon 



for each even numbered page , you 
foot the printer into printing the 
column over to the right with ihe 
'leff offset' . 

You have to print each page 
individually. Just before priming 
(nil a page, press (PTRl. Then in 
Loco I press //5/ 'Document/ 
Reprint' (in Loco 2, (PI 
'Document' i and print the particu- 
lar page you want, 5 say, by select- 
ing 'from page 5' and also 'to 
pages'. 

Then in Loco I press lf3j (in 
Loco 2, (f6}i and set the left offset' 
as required. An offset ofO prints the 
left half of the page, and an offset 
of 40 prints the column on the right 
half, so you use the former for odd 
numbered pages and the latter for 
even. You can tell if the printer 
head is at the right position 
because it moves over to the offset 
you've just specified. 

This works on all FCWs, 
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Two periBd aAinws' 



On the aaenda 



Owners of the 'AgendA' electronic 
personal organiser may want to 
transfer files to their PCW, Here is 
how it's done (this methtxl works 
better than the one suggested in 
February's 8000 Plus, issue 41, page 
34), Remember you must have a 
.special file in the Z drawer of the 
Agenda as follows: ***#26*** 
which will make sure the PCW 
knows when the file transfers end. 
Run up CP/M. With the disc 
still In the drive type SETSIO 1 200. 
HANDSHAKING ON, XON ON 



[RETURN]. Type PIP [RETURN]. 
At the * prompt type FILEl=AUX: 
[RETURNI (or any other name 
apart from FiLEl) 

Attach the Agenda to the PCW 
via cable (it must be switched ofO. 
Turn it on and follow the instruc- 
lions for printing a file or group of 
files in the Agenda manual. 

The * will reappear on Ihe 
PCW, If you want lo transfer 
another file you now can by typing 
for example FILE2=AUX: 
[RETURN], 

Transfer from the PCW to the 
Agenda is as shown in 8000 Plus, 

Peter (ilass, London 
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^- FOR 
MICSO DESIGN 3 - FLIET St. EDITOR 
DESKTOP PUBLISHER A STOP PRESS 

ON 3 DISC FOR THE PCW 

IS1ATE DESKTOP FORMAT REQUIRED' 



175 GRAPHICS FOR £999 

IMC rip 



AGB ILLUSTRATIONS 

5 Queens Drive, Prestwich, 
Manchester. M25 8HQ 



Bradway Software (8P) 



LETTA-HEAD PLUS 



The mos! versalile PCW uTilily yel for designing ancf pnniing your own business & peisonal 
Siationery, [etie/tieads, leceipls. orders labels, posters a)c Create Ihe design on screen 

selecr the r&quired format & print all the copres you need. 

* Library of 1 5 diKerent fonts and the miegral foni editor "All charac|er£ proportionally 

spaced kn a choice ot 81 sizes "Screen windows may be inversed.. scrolled & erased 
- EncJose any area m a boa ot any thtckness. 'Graphics Jirtes, arcs, circtes & shade for logo 

design 'icon edilor for easy inclusion of symbols "Prfrrl head(r>g5 in a choree ol Ifl 

$i2e5 'Design labels 10 4* K ?' in si£e 'Price Clfl 00 



WORDFINDER 



A[ lasr help (or all you crossword and wofd game enjhgsJasts' WordFmder gives you on line 
access to a large vocabulary to aid I hose jadeO memory ceJIs 

• 19,000 unjqye words '5.000 proper names "Word lergihs oi 3 12 charaolers 

• Search bir word shelBlon eg g-y ■Simple relnei/al ot plurals adieclnres i arfverbs 'Superb 
anagrammer. mpul more leners than largel o( less Sellers Ihan target (tor Scrabble cheats) 
"Addlrb ulilily 10 add extra words 10 the dictiooary 'Price £13 00 

Pnixs include PAP wHhin Europe. Please add £2 per progrwn world wide alimall postage, 

a'HiUsetl", Upper Padley. Grindletord, StKmeld. 530 1 J A 
Phorve 10433) 30799 
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External Disc Drives 

8256. 8512 & 9512 External Drive B Disc Drives 

3,5" Drives in quality heavy steel cases, grey texture finished. £90 
5,25" Drives in grey texture finished steel cases. £95 

Add a Thihd Drive To A Twin Drive PCW 

As above but with additional switched cabling which allows the 

Drive to be selected as an alternative Drive B, 

3,5" £105 5.25" £110 

Easy to fit - all plug in - full year's guarantee - 

7 day money hack if not satisfied ■ prices include P&Pand VAT, 

Disks 5.25" £5 for 10 Disks 3,5" £9 for 10 

PINBOARD COMPUTERS 

Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre, 

London Road, 

BALDOCK SG7 6HP 

Tel: 0462 894410 



PCW PUBLIC DOMAIN 

FROM £1,65 PER VOLUME 



Tbe Best of the Public Domain 

A huge range ofexcellenl and tested P.O. software for every 

purpose, Laiiguages. utilities, databases, games, text editors 

and much more. Fully documented, 

InstaUlng CP/M Software 

The definitive guide to software installation on CP/M 

machines. Comes with all jiecessar)' software, 

,£.5,00 on your disc. Only £8,00 on ours. 

Format Translation and Disc Salvage 

We probahly olTcr the eheapcst and best sen'icc there is. 

All prices include VAT and postage 

For FREE catalogue, please send a S.A.E, to 



PCW Software Library 

11, Older Way, Angmering, 

Sussex, BN16 4HQ. 



THE TAROT PROGRAM 



NEW 



VERSION (3) 



NEW 



VERSION (2) OWNERS RETURN ORIGINAL DISC SEND£X.im 

DEMON.STRATION DISCS FOR PCWB512 & PCW9512 SEND£8 IHI 

♦ Cards can be shuffled or sput'ific cards ciin t>e selected 

♦ Cards selected are positioned in the Ct-'llic Cross spread 

♦ f:ath cjird and posiilion of the Celtic Cross interpreted 

♦ Provision foreniering tlitfrjts lull name and date 

^ Option for fult justification (leTl and right edges straight) 

♦ Faeility lo cdil und create your own interpretation files 

♦ The Tarol Editor now includes a word warp feature 

♦ Outpui to screen or printer, over 5 pages of interpretation 

♦ Single sheet or continuous stationery (8000 series only) 

♦ Landscape output for Celtic Cross spread {8000 series only) 



FOR USE WITH PCW82.%. PCW85 1 2 or PCW95 1 2 (PLEASE SPECIFY) 
g^ j^ - ^.fc -.fc Cheques or P,t).s made payable to: 
4- ^ ^ \M\M K, F, HEYWOOD, 1(M CWMGARW RO,\D, 
»■" ■ • -^-^ UPPER BRYN AMMAN, Nr AMMANFORD. DYFED 

OviT.e;i>. please add £2.00 SA18 J DA ENQ11IHIF,.S (026«) HZMtM 



DATA- ACCESS 



TEL: 0554 - 771977 



Printer Ribbon Re-lnking Service 

Have your FABRIC printer ribbon fully re-mked by the experts and save ££Z's 
Sanid your used FABRIC printer ribbon plus payment antd we 
will entjeavour to have it in the post and on its way back to you 
within 48 hours of arrival on our premises 

Black - Brown - Orange - Blue - Green - Red - Purple 

ribbons all re-inked in original colour 
Trial Offer only £1 ,60 per ribbon (send as many as you wish, 
we will even pay postage both ways!) 
Send ribbon(si plus payment to:- 

Data Access (Dept 8+) FREEPOST, 

LLANELLI, DYFED, SA15 1ZZ (no stamp required) 

»Ribbon re-inkers to Educational & Local Authorities« 

(Special prices 1" Industrial - Commercial ribbons) 

i/i'Pcnvlan - LLannlli - OyleHSAIS UGI 



PCW SUPPLIES 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



MULTISTHIKE 
1-11 \2t 



NVLON 
1-11 12+ 



PCW8256/8512 
PCW9512 



E3.10 £2.75 £2.60 £2.35 
£2.20 £1.99 £2,20 £1.99 



PCW 9512 PRINT WHEELS £5.25 EACH 

COURIER 10, PRESTIGE PICA 10. RECTOR 10. ORATOR 10 

MINI GOTHIC 15, LETTER GOTHIC 10/12, PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

SCRIPT 12, THESIS 

3" MAXELL CF2 DISKS £1.79 EACH 

CLEANING PRODUCTS 



PCW 8256/8512 

PCW9512 

CLEANHEAD 



CLEANING RIBBON £5.00 

GLEANING RIBBON £4,50 

3" CLEANING DISK £5,00 



PROFESSIONAL ACOUSTIC HOODS 
UP TO 95% NOISE REDUCTION 

PCW9512 WITHOUT CUT SHEET FEED £85 
PCW9512 WITH CUT SHEET FEED £109 

FREE CARRIAGE - JUST ADD VAT @ 15% 



NOVATECHI PAYMENT BY CHEQUE PO 
■ - II I I An[:ES.'? OR VI-^A 



136 HIGHLAND ROAD 
SOUTHSEA 
HANTS P04 9NH 



(0705) 82291 1 



Tipoffs 



Grid expectations 



When using Locochar (o design your 
own charatiers In LocoScript 2. ii is 
handy to have printed grids to sketch 
out your designs on. The easy way is 
to lei LocoS(;ript print them out for 
you. Make up a dcicumeni called !.ay 
GRIDS as shown. The dots are deci- 
mal points ([EXTRA] full stop) and 
the lines are hyphens. 



You can get three sets of NLQ. 
Draft and Screen patterns on a sheet 
of A4 by copying. To copy text, put 
the cursor at the beginning of the 
section to be copied, press jCOPY]. 
put the cursor at the end, press 
(COPY! again, give a number such 
as 0, move to the position to insert 
the copied text, press [PASTE] and 
then the numlier. Printout works 
best in draft quality. 

tan Chtsnall, Bolton 



jroup a/UllJ)S 



~Eititing text. 



Printer idlej 




This LocoScripl document pioduoes a grid which when printed out,. 



Draft 



Screen 



S'soo-iciooooo 



• • o 

JDOQuOOOiiOOOOOOOOOOiMOOO 



..lets you sketch out Locochar characters to see how they will look before tnakitif iheiu up 
with the Locochar pifljram 











Master copy 


Enter the record to be copied 
once ([ for 'inscn new record"). Go 




Database program Masteriile lacks a 
'copy record' facility, which means a 
lot of tedious retyping if you want to 
enter a lai^e number of nearly iden- 
tical records. (As a teacher I have to 
do this for timetabling classes where 
20 records of class, room, course no. 
and so on are the same with only the 
time different). But you can effec- 
tively copy a record as follows. 

Select 'no records' by selecting 
every one then inverting: S, E then 1 


and save the partial Fde with P. Give 
a different name, of course, or else 
you'll scrap the rest of the tile! 

Reload the main file as usual 
with L. Merge/load the partial 11 le 
just saved with M followed by the 
name of the partial file. Repeal step 
5 for as many copies of the record 
are required. Edit the copied records 
as required 

Chris Derricott. 
Stafford 



Turns me of- 



Don't switch your PCW on and off 
repeatedly - it doesn't do it much 
hami, but it certainly does it no 
good. If you want to reset it - to 
change from LocoScript to CP/M or 
vice -versa - do it by pressing 
[SHIFT] [EXTRA] [EXIT] together 
instead of the off switch. But 



always remove discs from the drive 
before doing this - they could get 
corrupted. 

In fact it is good practice to 
switch it on in the morning and 
leave it on until you switch it off in 
the evening. A PCW only uses as 
much power as a light bulb. 

R Batty, 
Reading 
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Flashy tip 


will flash the message "Cleans baths 
without scratching" 1 5 times posi- 
tioned at row 5. column 10 of the 




One command missing from the 
PCWs Mallard BASIC is FLASH, 
which makes ajiy text you like fla.sh 
on and off repeatedly on screen - 
very nice for drawing attention to 
tmpiinant messages. However, you 
can simulate it as follows. Have two 
lines such as this at the beginning of 
the listing; 

5 eS=CHRS(27) 

10 DEF FNnashS(r%. c%. phtaseS) 
= eS + -Y" + CHRS(r% + 32) + 
CHR$(c% + .^2) + e$ 4- "j" + e$ + 
■p" + phraseS + eS + "k" + e$ + "q" 
+ phraseS 

This sets up a function FNflash 
which, in conjunction with a FOR... 
NEXT loop, allows you to place any 
message anywhere on the screen and 
flash it as many times as you like. 
For example: 

2(X)FORj%=lT0 15:PRlNT 
FNtlash$(5, 10, "Cleans baths with- 
out scratching") : NEXT 


screen. You can try other figures 
apart from 1 5, 5 or 1 0, of course. 
(There are 32 rows and 90 columns 
on the screen, with the top left hand 
comer being row 0. column 0, and 
the bottom right row 31, column 89). 
Another use is as follows: 

50 WHILE 1NKEYS="" : PRINT 
FNnash$(30,40,"Any key to con- 
tinue") ; WEND 

which flashes the message repeat- 
edly until a key is pressed. 

If you have an error message 
saying "string too long", you'll have 
to make your message up in parts, 
positioning the various parts so they 
appear to align on screen, e.g.: 

200FORj%=ITO15:PRlNT 
FNflash$(5.I0."Thisisan 
extremely") : PRINT 
FNflasb$(5.30," long message that 
has been broken up in parts": NEXT 

Nick Moriee-.Iones, 
Chatham, Kent 



Stitch that 



Tipoffs in February showed how 
LotoScript can be used to generate 
cross-stitch designs. Using a desktop 
publishing package such as Stop 
Press is even better, giving you facil- 
ities such as copying, moving and 
inverting your designs. You can also 
try overlaying your grid with clip-art 
to be used as a template for a cross- 
stitch design. 

In Stop Pless, first create a grid 
using the pattern designer 18. The 
grid should be 7 pixels across and 3 
down to give a square on the screen 
and printout. Save the grid in the 
pattern flic display area. 

Then return to the control 
panel. C\kk 12 to select as paint 
colous the patlem you have just cre- 
ated. Click the paint can II and fill 
the entire page with the square grid. 
Til is can be saved on disc as the 
blank grid. 

Return to the control panel, 
select 'gridlock on' (LI) and then 
gridlock adjust (L2). Set the gridlock 



with the axis (000,000) in the centre 
of one of the squares of the grid, 
then set the lock to 008,004, This 
ensures that subsequent movement 
of the crosswires will be from the 
centre of one square to the centre of 
the next, thus facilitating the accu- 
rate location of pattern markings. 

Return 10 the control panel, and 
using G2, set the paint spray size to 
no. 2 (shows as a +). Select a black 
or shaded pattern from the pattern 
file display area (or G3 or H3) and 
use the spray icon G 1 to design your 
cross stitch pattern on the grid. 

Different spray paltcms, spray 
densities and spray si/^s can be used 
to distinguish between different 
colours in the final cross stitch 
design. All the copy, invert and 
move facilities can be used, making 
the design of larger, repetitious pat- 
terns an absolute doddle. Mistakes 
are corrected by using while paint. 
Clip art designs and text can be 
overlaid on the grid (with ghosting 
on) and used as a template for the 
cross stitch pattern. 

]an Goulding, Rousttdy, 
.Alexandria, Egypt 




Xi.t 



Say il wiih Towers: Slop Press can be verj' effectively used to design cross stitch patterns 
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DATA statement 


on the bottom nght). Instead of 
using your nose to hit the comma 




Typing in long strings of data num- 
bers in DATA lines in BASIC is 
tedious, but there are ways of easing 
the pain. 

Firs! type AUTO followed by 
the first line number of the data 
statements (e.g. AUTO 250 
RETURN] >. New line numbers will 
be produced automatically for you. 

Next press the [SHIFT LOCK] 
key and enable the numeric keypad 
by pressing! ALT] [RELAY], 

Now use your left hand for the 
letters A to F and the right for the 
numbers by using the keypad (down 


keypad next to the /em. 

At the end of each line press 
(ALT] [RELAY] again to disable 
the keypad, cursor back to the first 
decimal point, and select 'over- 
write' by pressing the [+| key. Then 
replace each point by a comma with 
the sequence; comma, cursor righl. 
cursor righl. 

If you can get a friend to read 
out the lines as you type, this is a 
great help. Unfortunately after try- 
ing this 1 don't have any friends left. 
David Simpson, 
Lusaka. Z;ambia 
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Zeroing in 


shouldn't affect the total. 

[f. for example, you have ten 
cells of which two are empty, five 
ai« 'zero' (defined as above) and 
die other three are 3. 5 and 8. then 
the total will be about 16.0002. giv- 
ing an average (when divided by the 
number of non-zero cells) of about 
2.000025 - which will show as 2 
and will be 2 for practical puqioses. 

If there is a danger that these 
'zeroes' might add up and cause 
problems, total the cells containing 
'zero' with IF(AI=ZERO.1.0) etc 
and subtract the product of this total 
and ZERO before from the overall 
total before calculating the average. 
Michael J Maloney, London 




With regard to the problem of Mini 
Office distinguishing between empty 
and 7^ro cells (Tipoffs, Fefiroary 
1990. page 70) you can do this as 
follows. 

Define zero as a very small 
number, say 1/9999. which you can 
enter as a formula and then use 
[ALT! T to tag as ZERO. Whenever 
a zero is encountered you enter 
[ALT] T ZERO. Then when you 
total the number of cells that are 
greater than zero, this will exclude 
the empty cells, but the error intro- 
duced by the small defined 'zero' 



NEW man 



1, One annoying thing you can ea.sily 
'^ fe in BASIC is to type NEW, which 
clears out the current program list- 
iitg, having forgotten to save it or 
run it. However, if you can remem- 
ber the ftrst line of the listing and it 
was a PRINT or REM statement, 
you can recover the listing after a 
premature NEW as follows. 

Add 7 to the number of charac- 
ters in the REM or PRINT state- 
ment, including punctuation and all 
spaces except that immediately fol- 



lowing the REM. Then type POKE 
.11 382.x where X is the number you 
just got. 

If for example the first line is 
10 REM Hello then after a NEW 
you could recover the listing with 
the command POKE .11382.12 

You can now LIST or RUN the 
program. You can't SAVE it, but 
you can LLIST it to the printer and 
at lea.st get a hard copy. 

With BASIC 1 .45 (the version 
number is shown when BASIC 
starts up) substitute 31914 instead 
of 31382 in the above. 

N Hancock, Lymm, Cheshire 











Gets my back up 


DISCKIT (for any discs, CP/M or 
LocoScript 1 or 2), To do this, 
remove any discs and reset the 
PCW with [SHIFT[ [EXTRA] 
[EXIT]. Insert the CP/M disc and 
type at the A> prompt DISCKIT 
[RETURN], Then follow the 
prompts to "copy a disc'. Be 
careful with disc changes; if you 
get them mixed up you could 
damage bolh. 

A disc costs you a couple of 
pounds; recovering data from a cor- 
rupted disc is possible but expen- 
sive. So always keep backups. 

J Ferris, 
Bristol 




A boring tip. but an essential one! 
Always, without fail, keep backups - 
ie. copies - of your data discs. 
Every night when you finish work, 
copy all the files which have been 
changed from your work disc to a 
copy disc. 

If you're not sure which files 
have been changed, you can just 
use LocoScript 2's 'copy disc' 
facility (I f2[ from the disc manager) 
to do make a complete copy of the 
work disc. 

Alternatively you can use 



LocoFile file problems 



I use LocoFile to catalogue my LP 
and cassette collection. I can pro- 
duce printed details of all the 
recordings in my collection in the 
obvious way - i.e. by doing a mail 
merge with the LocoFile data file, 
printing the result of each merge 
with the printer set up for short 
length continuous paper with no 
gaps or headers. 

This produces a good listing, 
with anything from all the informa- 
tion to a selection of say. artist and 
title only - but I don't get a file of 
everything, only a printout, I've tried 
saving the result of each merge as a 



file and then inserting each one on 
top the last, but as I've got hundreds 
of recordings, this is impossibly 
cumbersome. 

Is there any way of easily get- 
ting a single LocoScript file con- 
taining all the information'.' 

R J Wheeler, 
Berkeley, Gloucester 

8000 PLUS: Not thai I can think of. 
I must admit I can't think of a good 
reason lo have a LocoScript file 
ciintainin); the information either f 
But perhap.^ someone out there 
knows different?,.. 



Time marches on its stomach 



Is it possible to get times added up 
for you automatically in Prolexi? 

Roger Mills, 
Bath 

SOOO PLUS: Yes. with a hit of pro- 
granrmins'. Here's a document that 
will add up three lots of hours, min- 
utes and seconds for you. You can 
extend this to any number of things 
lo he added ofcf>ur.<;e by copying the 
.Kcond section ad infinitum. If you 
jii.u want it to add up minutes and 
.seconds and not hours, remove all 
references below to HT. H. "hrs" . 
&H&h, and the bit that goes from 
>IF MT>=60 to >EI inclusive. 

To use the document, print it to 
screen with PS (or to the printer). 
You are asked for the times and the 
total is printed for you. 

>SV HT^O MT=0 ST=0 

Time for the first section is 

>AV "hrs " H "mins " M "sees " S 

>SV HT=HT+H MT^MT+M 

ST=ST-i-S 

&H&h &M&m &S&S 



And the second section is 

>AV "hrs " H "mins " M "sees " S 

>SV HT=HT+H MT=MT\M 

ST=ST+S 

&H&h &M&m &S&S 

And tlie third section is 

>AV "hrs " H "mins " M "sees " S 

>SV HT=HT+H MT=MT*-M 

ST=ST+S 

&H&h &M&m &SAs 

>fFST>=60 

>RP 

>SV ST=ST-60 AfT=MT+l 

>UNST<60 

>Ei 

>IFMT>=60 

>RP 

>SV Mr=MT-60 HT=HT+l 

>UNMT<60 

>EJ 

>SV HT=HTIWII MT^MTfW!] 

ST=ST[W!j 

Total time is &HJ& h &MT&m 
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ndex cata ogue 


will sort lines on page ii4. You 11 
need to make an ASCIlfde of 
your index (If! I from the disc 
manager in Locn 2, [f/j in Loco 
I) taking the 'simple text' option, 
putting it in group of your disc. 
Run the BASIC program on this 
file and to view the result, make a 
new LocoScript document and 
then use 'insert text' ([flj Loco 2, 
[f7J Lmo 1 while editing the 
document^ to insert the sorted file 
into it. 

Your best bet may be a very 
good specialist indexing program 
for LocoScriplers called Amible 
Index. It aho has a word counter, ft 
costs £35 from 1)672 62576. 




1 am preparing an index for a book 
n LocoScript, Is there a way of 
sorting a document consisting of 
>iing!e lines into alphabetical order? 
Doreen Waters, 
Edinburgh 

SOOO PLUS: No. not really (though 
with 11 lot of jiggery-pokery you can 
do it in LocoSpeli]. 

1 think the best thing to do i.t 
buy the 8(m} Plus Tipoffs 
collection and disc (see the Special 
Offers pages in this magazine}. It 
has a special BASIC program that 
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Take a closer look at your computer system. Space 
age technology il may be, bul space efficient it quite 
clearly is not. 

What with screens and printers, disk drives and 
keyboards, not to mention the mountains of papers 
and jungle of wires, office systems don't rest on a 
desk, they dominate it, totally. 

Until now any solution to this desktop 
congestion has been prohibitively expensive. 
But now economic sense as well as design flair has 
entered the scene in the form of City Desk which 
means affordable space for the most important part 
of the system - the operator. 

A single pedestal desk, il houses the disk drive and 
continuous paper system beneath the desk surface 
and the monitor and printer above it; as for the 
connecting cables, they are controlled neatly and 
discreetly. 




At £139.50* it pays to put 
technology in its place 



Compatible with the majority of PC systems currently 
available, its many assets include a steel cantilever frame, 
full cable management, he.avy duty lockable castors, 
heat/stain/scratch resistant working surfaces available in 
either cream or grey and a full width drawer unit, which 
can be assembled for left or right hand use. With 
dimensions of H35" x W47" x D29", it can negotiate a 
standard 30" doorway with ease. 

But perhaps its most pleasing feature is its price. 
At £139,50 - with free delivery in mainland UK and a 
12 month guarantee - now it really does pay to put 
technology in its place. 

To order, simply complete and send the coupon or 
telephone for further details. 
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• Rus VAT 

' City Desk Eu rope Ltd 24 - 26 Q uecns Road Reading Berkshire KGl 4AIJ ' 
I wish to order LJ workstation (s) in Cream CH /Grey LJ 

at £160.43 each One VAT). I enclose my cheque for £ 

or charge my Access Q /Visa LJ No: Expiry date __^__ 



CITY DESK 

EUROPE LIMITED 

24 - 26 Queens Road Reading Berkshire RGl 4AU. 
Tel; 0734 594145. Fax: 0734 5«9954. 



Signature. 

Name 

Address— 



Postcode. 



- Tel No: 



I APCW 590 I 



Software Guide 




atabases 



There are broadly two different types of 
database, and which suits you best depends, 
of course, on what you want it for, 

Firstly ttiere's the simple card index substi- 
tute. For many home users, this will be the kind 
of thing you want - all ii does is store your 
address book or stock items so that you can 
easily look them up. 

A more sophisticated option is the pro- 
grammable database. With these, in addition to 
allowing simple card index retrieval there is a 
command language which allows you to anal- 
yse the data on the cards. For example, you 
could automatically add up the money owed to 
you by all your customers from Yorkshire. To 
make best use of this kind of facility, you will 
need to be able to understand a little program- 
ming, although it's not too hard really 

A bit of jargon now. A database is said to 
consist of records - this is just like a card in a 
conventional card file, with all someone's 
details on it. Each record is composed of fields 
- a field is a single entry on a card, like some- 
one's name, or age, or postcode. 

The thing that makes a database special is 
an index. You might be able to hold your 
address book as a simple list in a word proces- 
sor document, but if it gets large then this 
becomes unwieldy. An index means that the 
database has worked out which order records 
■ should be in, so it can go straight to the one 
you want without looking at lots of others first. 

The field that you use as your index {e.g. 
someone's surname) is said to be a key field, 
and can be looked up very fast compared to 
"non-key" fields. A good database will allow 
multiple keys, meaning that it can look up data 
just as fast tor a variety of types of information. 

Masterfile 8000 

£49.95 • Campbell Systems ■ 0378 77762/3 

h specially written PCW version of Itte successtut database 
sold on other AmsHad computers. It is fully menu controlled. 
and makes good use of Itte PCWs special screen and keys. II 
can deal mlti up to B separate data files at once, so can cope 
witti relational databases. Screen (but not printed output} can 
be elaborately latd out witti tjoxes, lines etc. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 



These pages provide a guide to software for the Amstrad 

PCW. Published in three monthly parts, this time it's 

the turn of Databases, Educational Software, Communications and 

Programming Languages. We've set out to cover every Important 

piece of software we could lay our hands on, and to give you 

enough information to decide whether they are 

suitable for you. 

All software will run on both the 9512 and the 8000 series 
machines, though the former's daisywheel printer cannot print 
graphical output. 

The selection isn't comprehensive, but the software listed here 
represents what we think is the best of that currently available. 

As well as a brief summary of what they do, the main Plus and 
Minus points for each program are listed - 
Piuses have a A by them. Minuses a ▼. Those we think are 
particularly noteworthy have a corner flash. 
l-lave fun window shopping! 



A WorVsfast 

A Wid€ rartge ol Layoui options 

A Handles 'refationaP files 

A Pieniy ol goai example tiles 

A Can do arlthmeilc calculalianE wtthfti Hs records 

T Capacity llmiled by site ot M drive - best on ar 8512 

W Takes a wtiila to learn all the features 



At Last Plus 



£39.95 • Rational Solutions • 0566 81511 

At Last Ffus >s a fuH-fsatured database ihai is exc&Hent vaiue 
tor money. U does what Cardbox ijid. with much tfetter report- 
ing fadlities, and can sort too. You can do simpte totaling of 
coiurrtns, but not general arithmetic on fields in a record. A 
good genera! purpose database, 
PLUSES ' MIMliSES 
A Good screen ediling facilities 
A Constanis enable insenion of repetitive data 
A 3ood on storage space - icfeal lor S256 owners 
A Handles names and addresses vf&W 
T No arilhrnetic calculation in Nels 
▼ Setting up the database is at firat confusing 
V Good, but nol Ihal good 



Cambase II 



£49.95 • Cambfian Sottware • 0766 831878 

New version of the ofd favourtte PCW datat)ase. Most impor- 
tant change is the Copy Filsspec facitity. You can set up a 
n&w daiat>ase with potenttaHy more entries than you've made 

provision for using the information from the originef datat^se. 

You can aSso ct^ange the fields to suit another set-up. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Quick and afliciani lo use 

A You can set up a database bluepnnr (Filespec) which you 

can test thorougtily before entering dala 
A Includes powedul features tike conditionals, loops, field 

validation, and specified layouts 
A Simple pads of the program are well covered in itie manual 
T Can't use the memcfy bad news lor 8256 users 

▼ You have lo guess how to use ttie more advanced features 

▼ Nol much room lor prompts 

V Tendency to crash occasionally m Filespec 



LocoFile 



E29,95 - Locomotive- 0306 740606 

The indexed pop-Up database that runs from within LocoScript 
2 and that goes even further toward turning LocoScript 2 into 
a comptetety integrated software package, Unhke most 
databases empty records take up atmost no space on disc. 
This allows targe record cards to t>e dsfinad even if they won't 
always be us&d. Records pop up very quicMiy without having 
to exit from your document. Works best when used in conjunc- 
tion with LocoMaii. 
PLUSES < MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 
A Unusualtyetticient use of disc space 
A Can alter existing index - a very poweiiul foalure ir>dedd 
A Automatically upgrades your LocoScript, LocoMai^ and 

LocoSpefl lo version 2,2 
A Sample databases help you gel a better feel for 

ihe program 
A Very fle>:ible when designed Itie record fomiat 



A Carries Out searches on partial strings - ideal lor when 
dealir)g with incomplete information 

Chibase 3.0 

£29.95 •Ci^iasma- 06333 60996 

The updated version of ttio 'free format' database. You type 

in the text, mark the words to be indexed and treat the tOe 

as a database. The updated version allows you to import and 

export ASCII data tiles and a chain defete option enattSes you 

to work your way methodically through the datattase deleting 

the records you don't want white keeping those ttmt you do. 

PLUSES* MINUSES 

A Good amend, son and recall features 

A You can edit without a word processor 

A Searches quickly througti data 

A Great lor storing large amounts of data where the 

subject matter is vah^le 
A Useful record template 

▼ Cant run trom fA drive 

Datastore II 

E39.95 • Digiia International • 0395 270273 

Ideal tor the novice. Datastore il allows you to rernoi^ the tedi- 
um from filing, updating and organising information. 32000 
records, 32 fields, fast search' facility, function keys can have 
phrases assigned to them. Good for uses where the emphasis 
is on printed output. 
PLUSES -MtN USES 
A Flexible range of print cximmands 
A Simple to u&e 
A Calculation facililies 
T Need to preset maximum no. of records before you start 

▼ Stow at browsing tbrougll 

Delta 

£99,99 ' Compsoft * 04S6fl 25925 

Deita is another ot the heavyweights, tike dBase if and Condor. 
dut unlike tfwm is fully menu driven. Although the screen lay- 
outs are fully flexible, there is a default "quick " layout so you 
don't have to sweat at defining your own. ft could use tKtter 
record indexing facilities. Particularly good for writing applica- 
tions, once you ha ve ploughed through the large manual. 
PLUSES < MINUSES 
A Records can contain up to 90 lieWs, plus groyf>s ot 

fields that may be repeated 
A Screen layout can be user defined, or 'quick" mode used 
A Single page letter wriier provkies detailed mail merge 
A Processes can be delJned. and run from u^r delined 

menus, lor ease of use by others 
A Very tutt. and qurie readable, manual 

▼ Only one lield may be used tor indexing 

▼ Very btg program - a PCW82S6 would be hard pushed 

▼ Some ot the menu operations are unforgiving to errors 



Mini Office 
Professional Plus 

£39.95 • Database Software • 0625 878^ 

The Mini Office database retains its original format IVS a 
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preay sisndard CSiC mtfex typ^. $tmilar to First 3a$e. Gootf 

f&ng0 ofs&f&cfion opefasions and arithmelic on fields. Can 

son over a combination of fields and prim out a variety of 

^Ttaft layouts, and you can have up lo 2SB fiokis. No import or 

exponofdata. 

PLUSES ' MINUSES 

A Easy to use and inluitivs 

A Can usQ the dala jn the word proce^ior 

A Powsrf ul selection and sort racJIttFa? 

A A^lhmetlc on fields 

A Test prini facilrty lels you check your labels wJII print oKay 

A One command makes global changes 

* Can't import or expon data 

Pocket InfoStar 

£69.50 • HicroPro/DRA - 0386 841181 

Con^ts ot two targe programs, DataStar and Rspf>rlStar 

{both avaiSabie independently}. DataStar is a conveniscnaS 
database, with screen card layout and indexing. ReportStar 
Sti&n g&rterst&$ the prim&d output. &ifher from DataStaf or 
CalcStar tiies. Powerfu! it you car} use tfiem, hut tbe suite is 
horrjficaiiy overcompiicated. arid the docurnentation just 
incompratjensibte. 
PLUSES ' MINUSES 
A DataStar i$ ^ quite good database with Indexing and 

cafculated fields. 
A "Transaciion processing" fealurs aHows cross refarendng 

ol data liles. 
A Can be integrated wilh other Pocket products, eg WordSlar. 
A Can lake up lo 255 fialds per record 
▼ Two volume manual sel is very badly organised. 
y There are separate programs lo run for form design, data 

entry and reporting. 
T Operation is all by obscure command keys, ^ la WordStar 



dBase II 



£99.00 • Ashlon Tate/Ftrst Software • 07357 5244 

Tfye WordStar of datatyase packages. Recently licensed 
'ctie^iy* for Am$trad msctiines, dBisse tt i$ a marice/ feadev 
in business computing. As you would expect, ttiis means it 
is very powerful but very complex. It has a procedure 
language to allow you to write programs to manipulate the 
data, and you can construct Index flies for really fast access 
to targe databases, tl you cart make the effort to learn it, it'll 
serve you well. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Powerful command language for customised programs 
A Indexing lacility makes large databases last to haiidle 
A Can handle very big databases 
A The data can be fairly aa^ily allered after its entry 
T r^anual is daunting (but there are plenty ol independent 
books on the market) 

▼ Can'E easily alter itie screen reconj layout 

V For an expensive package, you strll only get 32 fields 
per record 

▼ Generally unfriendly unless you have some 
programming skills 



First Base 

£23.95 < Minerva. 0392 437756 



Billed as a simple database far r^e first time user. First Basa 
is quite a competent cheap card index. The manual is 
oomput&r printed, and weak on dtagrams which doesn't help 
things. One weakness is getting phnted results out of First 
Base - either you settle for crude lists, or you have to create 
a template in LocoScript which is awkward lo do. But overall, 
it's pretty good value for money. 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Can alter the indeit (ield at any Mme 
A Simple lo use screen editing make data entry easy 
A Good value as a simple card indeic lo^^up system 
A Can easily browse through the database picking out a 

set hy hand 
▼ ^^anuai is badly laid out and generally dilficLtlt 
T Producing pnnled output Is awkward 



Sagesoft Retrieve 

£70 -Sagesoft- 091 2131555 



A high-power paokago that is reiativaly easy to use with pass- 
word security if desired, calculations, automatic counting or 
d&letion of sets ot records satisfying given conditions. It also 
has sophisticaled sort and select commands, and can change 
the structure of an existing da^base. All this is done by a set 
of commands rattier Ilka a programining language. Phnted 
formats are ralher limited though and the program insists on 
using both dnv&s. making use on an 8256 impractical 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 
A Easy to use for a powerful package 
A Advanced sorting and selection commands 
A Subsets can be wnrten to files 
A Can count or delete subsets with one command 
A Labelling/mailmerging routines mcluded 



A Can cf-iange structure of existing database 
T (jn possibly big program tor S256 

▼ Printed output linnited - must use mailmerge 

Script2Base/Text2Base 

£29.95 each Encyclasoft 0270811890 

Two tre^form databases to ba used with LocoScript and 
Protext respectively Complete rewrites of FT=D&, the tieauty 
of these datat}ases is that you ttrst create all your text on the 
word processor and import it as an ordinary (non-ASCII) lext 
file Into the dalattase. You then mark all the words you want to 
see indexed as keywords so that you (sn go on to compile 
Irvioxes and carry out searches. 
PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Very easy lo use 
▲ Allows you lo organise your coElectbn of dks^ Nke an 

encyclopaedia 
A Can construct new fih^ made up of selected parts ot 

existing ones 
A Can send any part of a document to the printer on a 

line-by-line basis 

▼ No text-editing tadltties within the databases themselves 

▼ Dreadlul documentation 



Smartcard 



£59.95 • Focus Computers • 0272 420109 

A (^nventional card index dat^ase which is now the nearest 

thing available to Cardtx>x . Smalt and fast you can sort the 

records, index up to three fields and do simple ahthmetfC in fields. 

Can't put background text (eg. titles} on records or printouts. 

PLUSES > MINUSES 

A Good clear screens 

A plenty ol on screen tietp 

A Fast and high capacity 

A Easy to use 

▼ Can't put background text orv printed reports 

W No way ot exporting data for maJImorge 



Magic Filer 

£69.95. Sagesoft -091 2131555 



Magtc Filer is not a true database, but is a structured filing sys 
tem. Information is split into a hierarchy at categories, and 
tagged witti a keyword which is not Stored as part of the data. 
You can browse through the data, but it will get tedious if you 
find it needs updating regularly. Many ap0icalions wtll find 
MagiC Filer restrictive. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Good lor browsing through data when you don't really know 

what's there 
A Data can be declared Vead or^ly" to protect it from alteration 

by other browsers 

▼ The basic filing system is wefrd but not worrdedul 

▼ Editing data once In Magic Fiter is awkward 
T Ttie documentation Is far too brief 

▼ You can only have one database per disc 

Microf ile (Sold in Ilie Micro Collection) 
£49.95 • Saxon Computing • 0401 50697 

Microfile is a well implemented simple database, dnven by 
plenty of menus and on-screen prompts. It's fast and has good 
screen control, although it has some size restrictions. Microftlo 
comes as part of a software suite. The Micro Collection", 
which is good value (Microfile, Microwrito. MicroSpread, 
flexilaijei and i ock- It) 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A The prica includes competent wonj processing, spread 

sheet, labelling and encryption programs 
A Plenty ol menus and on screen prompting 
A Very fle:<il3le formatting for screen layout and printing 
A Numenc fields can be expressions to be calculated 
A Indexing is last and can \^ on several fields 
ir Maximum numtier of nekts per reccrd is only 20 
T Limited facilities for totalling up fields in a datat>ase 



^iducationa 



Educational Software is designed as an aid to tradi- 
tional teactiing, not an alternative, its main use is in 
re-lnforcing traditionai learning done elsewhere and 
providing the stimulus of a different approach. It can 
also be especially useful in rote learning and improv- 
ing the speed at which problems can be soived. 



Business French 
(German/Italian/Spanish) 

£49.95 each • Apex Computing Services 
•0273727477 

Four language teaming packages which enable the Euro-COn- 

sckms professional to get to ghps with commercial jargon In 

another tongue. Areas covered are business, technical, travel, 

restaurants, communications and social - all with separate suft- 

sect'fons to ensure that every eventuality is covered. A b^k: 

knowledge ol the language concerned Is, however, essential 

PLUSES* MINUSES 

A Fun and easy to use 

A Comprehensive range ol vocabufary 

T Program needs cassettes to be really good 

▼ Some poor screen displays 

lankey Crash Course 

£24.95 'lansyst '0716070187 

A fairly traditional typing tutor, taking you through tiasic keyboard 
exer^ses There's a lot of e^tplanatory text, which gets in the way 
second time around. Delinitety competent, but a bit boring. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Mostly avoids boring fetter drills 
A Very full on-screen intormation guides you along 
A "Fast" option cuts out some text il it gets repetitive 
T Not parlicularEy imaginative use ot graphics 
T It doesn't always ensure that the cursor Is property aligned 
with the e^cercisa text 

2 Fingers Touch Typing 

£24.95 -lansys!' 071 6070187 

Despite its provocative name, a useful typing tutor in that H 
specifically caters for people who can already get by on key- 
boards with two fingers. You are gradually introduced to touch 
typing, so your speed doesn't drop while you learn. Fills a 
necessary slot in the Typing Tutor market. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Suitable for improving tv/o fingof typists wtthout much 

drop in speed 
A Full on screen Instructions 
A Exercise material is interesting te^l, not letter drills 

V Explanation tejd is annoyingly verbose in some lessons 

▼ It doesn't always ensure that the cursor is properly aligned 
with the exercise text 

Giantkiller 

£1 4.95 'Topologika- 0733 244682 

A mathematics adventure game loosely based on Jack and 
the Beanstalk. Lots of intriguing puzzles which should stimu- 
late any student up to GCSE standard. Ato/ the best adventure 
game ever written tiut great for making mathematics funl 
PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Puzzles ptausibly inEegrated Into scenario 
A Progression ol game Is simple and well defined 
A Puzzles introduce a lot of valid mathematics 

▼ Program understands only very simple commands 

▼ Saving a position takes a move - can bs latal 

▼ Won't be of particular help in exams 

Animal Vegetable Mineral 

World Wise 

E14J5 each • Bourne Educational * 0794 523301 

Aimed at the younger market. 7-i5 year olds. Both these pro- 
grams work by learning as the child uses them. Think of an 
object and the computer tries to guess it. If it is wrong, the 
child is asked for a question which would altow the PCW to be 
right next ttme, and it learns. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Can be used as many times as the child's imagination 

holds out 
A Perfonnance can be analysed by a teacher after a session 
A As you build up a base of objects and questions, they can 

be saved lor reuse 

▼ It needs a lot of typing, hence a lot ol supen^tslon 

Y The PCW starts with only two objects knowri , so it lakes 
time to get going 

T Documentation has hardly been altered fnsm cassette 
based versions 

▼ Since it is for young children,, more imaginative use ot the 
screen would be nice 

Better Spelling 

£16,95 • School Software Lid • 010 353 61 45399 
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Considering a PC ? 

Continue your Locoscript Experience with 

LocoScript M 

Only £99 inc. VAT 

Includes an introductory P.O. disc from POSL (state 
Spreadsheet or Accounts) and Locoscript templates. 
Transfer all your current Locoscript files to the PC 
with the "smart" cable at £22.94 inc. VAT. 
HE PAY POSTAGE FOR ORDERS RECEIVED BEFORE AUGUST 8TH 

O Cheques only at this time to: THE AVENUE GROUP 
Desk 2, 8 FOURTH AVENUE, HAVANT P09 2QX 



It's easy to make money 
when you know how 



Put j'our PCW to printable u^e and have fun ai tKe same time 

Our HOR.se RACIN<; PR()1;raM.S are easy to use 

aiid need no racing knowledge. 

FIVE YEAR.S OF PROVEN SUCCESS make our racing software 



l^Sy 



SIMPLY THE BEST - BETTER THAN ALL THE REST 



Briniardon FORMULA - uses any daily paper - ilfi 
Brimardon FORMULA PLUS - needs a rating paper - £35 



Send a cheque ot postal order or write or phone for full details. 

SnnnardOD Computer Racing Service 

75 Cocl<erton Green, Darlington, D13 9EG 

0325 288483 



E5 reduction in price H you return this advert with your order 



^r.Wil^lJrlNl-^H 


GUARANTEED! INC VAT & DELIVERY 




5 : 10 


SO 50 1 100 




Unbranded 3" discs 


£9.95 1 £17.99 


£35.50 


£87.50 1 £1 70.00 


tS.iS 


Maxell or Panasonic 3" 


£10,95' £18,95 


£37.75 


£94.00 £185.00 




Amsoft 3- discs El 1.95 £21,95 


£43,50 


£107.95 


£213,00 


*Sr5 


Individually cased 3" 


, £11.95 


££2.4S 


£44.50 


£109.95 


£B15,0C 


^i« 


Individual plastic cases 


£2.50 


£+.95 


E9.45 


£21.95 


£39.95 


OU 9 


3- Disc Ubets 


E0.35 


£0,65 


£1.90 


£2.75 


£4.00 


3 1/2' discs 


£5,50 


£8.95 


£17.45 


£39.95 


£79.00 


5 1/4" discs 


£2.50 


£4,95 


£9,50 


£21,95 


£39.95 



n ^MIV THROW AWAV USED FABRIC PRINTER RIBBONS 
M\/n I - REINK THEM rOR 9Sp EACH 



DISC BOXES 

INC e KEYS, DIVIDERS ETC, A QUAUTV 
LCXKABLE BOX FOR 3' OR 3 1/2" DISCS 

CAPACITY BOX & 

5 CF5 £2,25 MAXELL CFSS 

(5 CAP. BOX 5 Maxell & Box ...£12. 

NOT lOCKABLE) BOX & 10 CF2, £26.50 

Holds 35 £7,95 BOX S 20 CF2, £49.00 

Holds 70 £11,95 

QUALITV RIBBONS 
BLACK & COLOURS PROM tl.iS 

SLACK PCW8256/512 PCW95n 

FABRIC £3.25 £3,25 

£4.95 £4,95 

COLOURS (Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Oranse) 
FABRIC £4.95 £4.95 



SELF ADHESIVE lABELS 

Continuous 1000 9000 

1 ACROSS 

2 3, X 11/16 £5.95 £10.95 

3 i/i X i5(,s £4,95 £9.50 

3ifjx1 T.'it £5,95 £10.95 

4xn,',6 £6,95 £13,50 

5 X 1 '/i4 £7,45 £14,50 

4x2i5f,4 £9,95 £19,50 

Ottier sizes available 2, 3 
or 4 acao« POA 

A4 MOUSE MAT £4,95 

3' Drive Head Clean ins Kit ,, £4,95 

Typeface Cleaning Kit E4.95 

Dust Covers 8000/9000 £11,95 



DISC FORMAT TRANSFERS £5.95/ DISC SAVE ££C'S 
TRANSFERS BETWEEN SDO FORMATS 

I" -31/5" 5 l/4"CP/« MSDOS' APPLE/MAC BBC 



WE ARE PUBLIC DOMAIN SPECIALISTS, SEND LARGE SA.E FOR FUEE CATALOGUE, 

OWR 80 DISCS IN OUR LIBRARY; LANGUAGES, UTIUTIES, GRAPHICS, DATABASES, 

ASSEMBLERS, GAMES 8 TUTORIALS £4 95 per disc. 

PCW-WORLD 

COTSWOU) HOUSt, CRADLIV IIIA1H, 
WADLEV, mST MIDLANDS BM 7NF 

a CALL 0384 66969 ANYTIME ^M 

AH pncei include VATS^ Ppst ^ndpackin$ fr\ ^ 



Catalogue your discs with Super-LiNDEXI 



Only 

£14.95 

(inclusive) 




VISA 




Makes Q useful catalogue of your LocoScript discs 

Uses information from ttie LocoScript Identity Text 

Catalogues PROTEXT files beginning witti a >CO 

comment 

Output to printer or text file, or file wtiichi can be read 

into a database such as LocoFile dBASE II 

CP/M mode extends use to other types of file 

Designed for user convenience 

Earlier version rated 15/15 in 8000 PLUS December 1989 



NEU! 


Deutsche Version jetzt erhaltlich! 

Mit deutschem Menu, fiir deutschen Zeichensatz 

und mit ausfuhrlicher deutscher Beschreibung! 



470 Leeds Road, Thackley. BRADFORD BDIO 9AA (Tel 0274 613300) 
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TfiiS ts a spelfing course afiTf&d St the 8 to adiitt age group. It 
consists of a sert^s of weft organised, short fessons each deat- 
irtg with one topic, tike plurals or which v&r$!on of there 
/their/they're to us^ in a s^mence. J^e use of the PCW server) 
is rather ^nimagf native . and doesrj't hofdyour attentiGf). 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Well Uiou-gtil Dut le$&on$ lo emphasise particular points 
A Teaches cordis in a sentence oofitexi as weN as in isolai^on 
A Lessons can be picked (n any order from a menu 
A Se^rns to b0 prool against rriscJiievous key pf^s^ii^S 

▼ Boring use ol the screen doesn't grab interest 

▼ No instructions oome as to how to use the program. 

Chemistry/Biology 

£22^ each • School Software • mO 353 61 45399 

These two are iatdy traditfonst qaestion-and-answer test-. You 
are faced with a choice of W topics, and then asked to or so 
questions each, wfwre you hsve to fill in the blank in a state- 
ment. There are presrrtbie notes beforehand, and if you get H 
wrong you are given a clue. Aimed &t 12- 16 year oids. 
PLUSES ' MINUSES 

A QuesHons would chaiienge a GCSE pupil wetl 
A Pfoamble nates introduce topics 

T The fill in the blank questioning slyFe lias little (Gexibility for 
differeni answers 

▼ No option 10 add questions tor a specialised syllabus 

▼ Some careless errors, like incorrect facts ai^ hard to 
decipher chemical formulae 

Micro Maths 

£24^ aa- 0491 579345 

Supposediy covering 8 to adult ages, this seems an 0-ievet 

type program, covering topics from caiculus to tabies, A good 

impiementation on the PCW with proper use of the screen. 

Questions are picked at random from a pool. $o may repeat 

but never run out. Replies to questions are typed in mathemat- 

leal notation, iike XT2+3 

PLUSES ^MtNUSES 

A Vou can pause to use BASIC as a calculator while you think 

A "Unlimited' question sel 

A Ccrnes witii a 1i^ee' book of AE8 O level questions 

A Good hinis and explanations 

T Ouestk^ns fn a topic repeat occasionally 

W Sonf>e Iritis, like the clock and beeper, are annoyinfQ 

▼ No llexibiNty to add questions tor a palioular syllabus 

Amstat 1,2,3,4,6 and 7 

£29 - £40 • SC Coleman Ltd • 0530 41 5919 

A suite of six statistical routines including a business analysis 

program, forecasting and resource managemefit. indivlduai 

prices range from £27.95 to £2995. Very sophisticated, and 

perhaps because of that, a tittle awkward tor beginners, 

PLUSES * MINUSES 

A Good range Of staiistical functions 

A Good manual 

A Can produce good quality graphical results 

"w Someeditingprocedures very long winded 

T Needs some expertise to use properly 

T WeaV; on ctiecking that input data is reasonable. 



Yes Chancellor! 

£1495 •'R]fK)logika< 0733 244682 



Wait' Don't skip over Ves Char^cellori tfeoause it otWs ftsett an 
'economic simulation' program. Instructive and fun to use, you 
type in your annual budgets (tax rates, public spending etc} 
and see your popularity plunge and the economy crash. Great 
for economics classes, also an amusir}g game in itself. 
PLUSES < MINUSES 

A Simple but effeciive model of the economy 
A Comes wilti booWel explaining economic principles 
A Greal for leachrng economic and political pragmatism! 
T Can gel boring as a game 

T You can't adjusi Ihe model ol the economy, so H can be 
too simple 



Ultimate Quiz 

£14^5 • David Greenhough Computing • 
0274 £40764 

An educational aid for school age children. Two quizzes an a 

multiple choice format are available on the one disc - one on 
general knowledge and one on the Highway Code. You can 
play against a timer and can set the level of difficulty. 
PLUSES • MIMUSES 
A Optional noughts and crosses game included with 

eilher quizz 
A incorporates an editing tile for easy updating of questions 
A tt's very versalile - up to 5 people can pEay 



A None of the questions are repeated 

▼ Some of the questions are a little eaoteric 

^Supermaths 

£16^ • Abacus Software • D689 36293 

Specifically designed for the PCW. this program exercises 

t>asJc numeracy skitts in children. Questions are asked in quick 

ttre volleys of ion and cover alt four operations {addition, sut> 

traction, multiplication and so on}. Scores are automatically 

recorded. 

PLUSES * MINUSES 

A Special original Test and Worttshe^^t modes included ttie 

latter is ideal for teachers 
A Very eflicieni scoring method 
A Nunreracy level is very basic 
A New version has enhanced sc3"een displays 
T Some of the quesHons may start lo look familiar after a while 

Language Tutors 

it19.95 each • Kosmos Software • 05255 3942/5406 

Four programs with identical formats to t]^p you learn French, 
Italian, Spanish and German. They can be used just as effec- 
tively by students of those languages learning English too. 
Very versatile series of programs and useful ai^uncts to con- 
ventional language learning. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Can edit the lessons yourseK to include new wofds 
A Useful seH test option 
A CoiTipfeiely bi lingual packages 

▼ Purely tor vocabulary learning no grammar lessons 

▼ Would have been more useful H they had also included 
audio cassettes 



Maths Mania 



£16^ • School Software Ltd ■ 010 3^ 61 45399 

For children between she ages of 8 and 13, this program offers 

5 levels of difficulty in multiplication and 2 In division. A very 

good program for exercising t^asic numeracy skills and tor 

practising some mental arithmetic. 

PLUSES ' MINUSES 

A Program provides a chirpy feedback on the score of ttie u£er 

A Large attractive numt>ers appear on Ihe screen 

▼ Surprisingly enough, no addition of subtraction exercises 
are provided 

▼ Screens could be made mofe vl&^ly exciting for the 
younger users 



Better Maths 



£16^ • School Software Ltd ■ 010 353 61 45399 

A continu^lion of Maths Mania for the next age group 12 to t6 
y&at olds. Topics are very varied and cover, stnof^g othsrs. 
statistics, simple inter&st and atgebra. Each topic consists of a 
seties of ten muftipfe choice questions. At tfw end ofe^cf^ set, 
the percentage scored is shown, 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Raatetic level Of difficulty practised 
A Program inakes a first dass revision altl 




Communications is one of the glittering areas of 
computing, gurus would fiave you believe. It can 
provide a fascinating tiobby for 'tiackers', but 
more importantly it is a valuable business tool. 

'Electronic mail' is just wtiat it says: you 
use your PCW to send messages, vi/hlch can 
be documents tfiou sands of words long, to oth- 
ers on the electronic mail system. The best 
known system of this kind is Telecom Gold, 
which also allows you to send tele)(es. Another 
major system is Prestel, which is more of an 
information provider - you can read share 
prices, weather information and other news 
direct from your phone line. 

For any professional service, you pay a reg- 
istration fee, plus a connection charge - typi- 
cally around 1 0p per minute you use the sys- 
tem. Of course, your phone fDills are extra. For 



hobbyists there are also Bulletin boards', 
which are effectively a kind of private electronic 
mail system run by a system operator (a 
'sysop' to those in the know). 

To use any service, you will need to buy a 
modem and an interface. A modem allows you 
to send computer signals down a phone tine, 
and the interlace gets the signals from your 
PCW to your modem. The pair will set you back 
£200 or more. Once done, you need some soft- 
ware to allow you to send and receive data, 
and it is this software reviewed below. 

Electronic mail services just send strings of 
characters to and fro, whereas Prestel is a 
'Viewdata' system, meaning it sends pictures 
and graphics too. Software needs to do 
more to receive Viewdata graphics, so if 
you want to use Prestel make sure your 
software is up to it. 



1255DKM7.COM 

Putriic domain (la. free!) 



P.O. software documentation is often poor but this program 
fias an above average document tile. UKM7 was written 
to support ASCII file transfers usir^ error correction and as a 
dumb terminal either for use over the phone or between two 
Amstrads. Between two PCWs Kle transfer Is possible at a 
staggering 31.250 baud which is even taster than PiPI Easy 
to use lor beginners and Ixtter than KERMIT. UKM7 provides 
a cheap and excellent way to communications after you've 
got fed tip with the PCWs MAIL232. B£56UKM7is available 
from the Public Domain Special Interest 3rcup. ar most bul- 
letin boards Sdpporttf>g the PCW machines. 
PLUSES • IMINUSES 
A Cheap' (the price ol a phona call) 
A Easy 10 use, and helpful inenus 

▼ Modem? version of Xmodem error decking suj^qMfled 

▼ Single lila and Balcih Mode transfers 

▼ "Quiet" mode for slightly faster transfers (on-line transfer 
progress repon disabled) 

t Only ASCII, no Viewdata 

▼ You need to find a PD software source (eg. use a modem 
and MAIL232 soltwara) 

Mini Office 
Professional Plus 

£39.95 ■ Database Software - 0625 878888 

Thecomms package is as comprehensive as anything etse on 
the market. It can display tjoth ordinary text screens and the 
Viewdata ' Nock graphics used by Prestel. You are offered 
baud rates from 75 to 9600, separately set for transmit and 
receive, straight terminal emulation tor use with Telecom 
Gold, and XMODEM and KBRhXITfile transfer protocols for 
error-proof transfer of long tiles. Would be well worth //le 
money just by itself - and of course you're getting tour other 
very good programs as weli. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Very comprehensive - a genuinely useful 

comms package 
A Ordinary lejct ar^d Viewdaia' b4ock graphics 
A Can save setups unctef names and recall them, m you 

only need work out your baud rates/parities once 
A You can se! keys lo reium strings, such as Telecom GoW 

passwords 
A Came$ pr&configured to use Prestel and Telecom Gold 

Chitchat E-Mail/ 
Viewdata/Combo 

Ssg^ft ■ E69.99;E69.99;£99.99 • 091 284 7077 

Two communications programs tor the 8000 series machines 
that have t^een around for a good time now. Most of the fea- 
tures you will need are here: message tent editor, prepro- 
gramming unattended tasks( if you use a suitable "intelligent'' 
modem}, directory of stored numbers, copy to printer, and a 
very useful conned time clock so you can watch your phone 
bill climbf E-mait Is used tor simple text phone links iike 
Telecom Gold, wtjereas you'll r}eed Viewdata if you want to 
use Prestel. The Combo pack contains both E-mail and 
Viewdata. 

PLUSES* MINUSES 
A Good, clear documentation 
A Easy lor first timers to use 

A Built in text edriorlor prssending mes^ge preparaiion 
A Pre-de^nable tasks executable at any prasei time il 
unattended, 

▼ No error corrected tile iranstar {\.q. Xmodem or CRC) 
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COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



AMSTRAD 



We repair Amstrad models 8256, 8512, 9512, 
PC1512, PC1640 and Amstrad Monitors. 
All repairs carry a 3 month warranty. 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 



SUREDATA 



^ 



DEFT+, UNIT 6 
STANLEY HOUSE 
STANLEY AVENUE 
TELEPHOKE; 081-902 5218 WEMBLEY MIDD.X HAO 4JB 



ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope). 

ONLY £12.60 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrada (CPC, PCW, PC, PPC) 

PaymPTit by Access /Visa, Cheque, P.O. Please state make of 

computer or send s.a.e. (about 9"x7") for free catalogue giving 

details of our wide range of programs for PROFESSIONAL 

ASTROLOGERS including complete natal interpretations and 

forecasting. 

Also I CHING, GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHYTHMS, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

(Dept 8000) 67 Pcascroft Road. Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 51809 




MARGIN MAKER - MM3' 



Gel THE BEST (mm 8256/8512 printers! Improve printout QUAtlTY and 
rate! toad up to TOOgms cut-sheets spot on, tast! No guessing, no 
skewing! Use better papers, forms, letterheads, and reduce paper and 
time wastage! Easy to fit, adjust use! *Mn3' Only £12.50 

THOUSANDS OF DELIGHTED CUSTOMERS! 

"THE bffsl add on for the PCW.'" "Don'l know how I managed without MM3" 
"Superb product, exceptional txilue!" "Best bu\ I have made!" 'Velighted!" "Excel- 
lent'" "Tnlally invaluable!" 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
"K'laxaF'it", for the 9512 and 85% of impact printers is the 'all 
formats professional model'. Phone for FIT details £35.50 

TOPQUALirV! GREAT VALUE! USER FRIENDLY SOFTWARE! 
Money Manager PCW (all models) Great features! Very easy!£39.95 

Micro Design 2 (all models) Impressive DTP package! £42.50 

Prices Ifict. VAT &p-h p. Buytwo+ items & get 5% off the total! 



© (0784) 452677 O 



"Sim -Dell Solutions' 



Dept. a Box 121 Gresham Rd., Staines, Mx. TWia 2A}. England. 

■"JlrnHf MjFj(irt Makpi' Biili 'MiSUlir Ut iMde M^rkvofC- i rii .'^ndFr<> 





STOCKMARKET 

THE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCKMARKET is a program designed to help you plan your investments and keep a close and careful watch on their progress. It enables you to 
record full details of your purchases and sales of stocks, shares, unit trusts and other securities. Dividends can be recorded as they are received. If 
required, cash balances in savings accounts can also be monitored as stocks are bought and sold. It also lets you record and plot prices of shares, unit 
trusts, exchange rales, indexes etc. 

STOCKMARKET does not have to be used only with your real investments. We all see shares recommended in a newspaper or magazine that we 
think will do well. Six months later if the price has gone up we wish that we had trusted our judgement. If the price has fallen we quietly forget it. 
With STOCKMARKET you can record details of as many shares folios as you want. These can include hypothetical folios of 'hot stocks', recovery 
shares, penny shares or whatever you choose. You can practise buying and selling shares and see how well you do! 

The program is easy to use and comes complete with a comprehensive manual and demonstration tiles including real price information going back 
several years for several shares {inc FT .^0 index. British Teiecom, Amstrad, Marks & Spencers) so that you can plot graphs straight away. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

• Record full details of your fKjnfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusis eit. 

• Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

• Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

• Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs. 

• Ten scis of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary. 

• Record dividend yields and price earnings ratios. 

• Update prices and automaiically recalculaie share and folio values. 

• Record tax credits (not CPC) and dividend payments. 

• List one year's information for the tax man (not CPC). 

• Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

• List your present folio, pa.si iransaaions, dividends and cash accounts. 



PRICE ANALYSIS 

• Record values of share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rales etc. 

' Store up to 260 prices per share (equivalent to weekly prices for 5 years). 

• List all the prices for each share. 

• Plot prices and moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. 

• Choose any period for moving averages. Plot them separetely or 
superimpose ihem on the price. 

• Automatic scaling of graph.s so thev always fill whole screen. 

' Easy to read scales for prices and dates {not just week numbers). 

• Complete with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 
(inc FT 30, British Telecom) as a demonstration. 

• Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunhies. 



('omprehensive fiftv pa^e manual. Complete with demcmstraJion account and prices 

AMSTRAD PC, PPC, IBM PC and compatibles £39-95 
AMSTRAD PCW £39-95 

l\/firDTT\¥AXI (AMSTRAD CPC (disc) ■ £29-95 

WK M1/1VA U Jl/Vi t| Prices are alj inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day (including 



?®S'S^5^©ff© 



weekends) from Sam to 9pm and quote credit card number for immediate 
delivery by first class post. 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 IHQ. Tel: 081 -850 7057 




Software Guide 

Dialup 

£89.99 • fm Communications • 021-643 7688 

Otiars bah £-mail ami Viewdata operations. Very sasji to 
t3S6, and otters ery XMODEM transfer pratocot untike Sage 
Chitchat. It you are buying a maiem loo there are some 
out-prica (Njndfed dsafe Jo to had, eg. the Miracle Technolog)/ 
WS4000 modern, 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Simple to use 

A Corriprehensivfr lile l^anst^f oommands, including 
XMODEM OTd the increasingly popular KERMIT 
A RunstromiheMdrive 

▼ Manual is not PCW spedHc, and the references to 
5-25' discs are tedious 

COMM+ 

£86.25 'NewStar- 0245 265017 

ThJS single peckags combines bott} ASCII and fuil Viewdata 
bloi:k graphics arid Teiesctrware downioadmg. A very power- 
tut eommancf language allows you W loolt lor particular mes- 
sages coming in and take actions, even wtiile doing oti^er 
tt^ings. Its use is oniy limited by your programming ability. 
PLUSES ' MINUSES 

▲ Vary comprehensive and well indexed hngbound manual 
A High quality Viewdata graphics 
A Well presented on-line help menus for use by beginners 
A Aulodialler program works with most modems 
A Telesoftware downloading laciliiy. with CRC/Xmoctem 

checking 
A Very powerful command language, doesn'i need much 

programming skill to learn 

▼ Not recommended for absolute beginners to 
communications 




Programming languages come as either 
'compiiers' or 'interpreters' - compilers pre 
process the program into machine code, so 
are much faster. The PCW's standard Mallard 
BASIC and LOGO are both interpreters. 
Compilers are generally more cumbersome 
to use than interpreters, but have various 
benefits for serious programmers. 

With language compilers in particular it is 
difficult to discover whether they are reliable 
and efficient without spending many weeks 
working with them, impossible for a brief 
review. If you use a specialised programming 
language and have any comments that would 
help us compile a good software file entry for it, 
we would be pleased to hear from you, 

Basic Needs 

£9.95 (£S to RNLi) • Luxylan Software • 
07!fi 850620 

A BASIC bundle for pfogramming butfs. which rBfjuires a 

smali amount of tofeknowisdgB to operate. Consists of fivs 

fites frtflj can be run under Mallard BASfC, incfuding FRED, 

the FriendlyText Editor, wfjtcfi is an extremsfy agif& and 

vei^;atifs Iif& editor and prograrr} editor. Basic Needs is 

exceiterjt vatue for money. 

PLUSES ' MINUSES 

A U$es of LcKCoScripl keys 

A Easy to use 

A Uad;& of lectures 

T [>cH3(jrT>enialion poor 



HiSoft C 



£3835 -HiSoft' 0525 718181 

A vsrygcodC computer, fa$t. produces good compact code tt 
comes complete with tf}e HiSoft integrated text editor ED30. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Coi^piles program inEo ordinary CPM .COM file 

A PrEMluces compact code 

A Fasland insKpen$iv« 

A Comes with inlegraTed te^n editor 

▼ No llijalirtg poini arilhmetic 



AmorC 



£49.95 -Amor- 0733 &ed09 

Good comptter with f!oatir}g point ^thmetfc, but /wf as fast or 

as cheap as t-fiSoft C 

PLUSES * MINUSES 

A Excellent integrated text edrlor 

A Floaling point aril^inn^tic 

T Cumbersome to produce COM files, needs special run 

lime support program 
▼ HiSottC is faster ar>dctieaper 



•MIXC 



£29.95 • Advantage < 0242 224340 

American C compHer. You can buy a fuil screen editor with it 

for £13.95 extra Aisa machine Code assembler & examples 

for £8.95 esct). 

PLUSES * MrNUSES 

A Features an excellent C tulorial 

A Compr&hen$iva implementation and massive manual 

▼ Not for the newcomer to programming 

Pascal 80 

£39.95 ■HiSOft- 0525 718181 

A standard full Pascal compiler that produces compact code. 
Comes with the EDSO text editor and a staryd afor^ program- 
mers editor 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Well iniegrate<i t&xt editor - when you hit a compilation 

error you are returned to the correct point to edit it 
A Short compilation time, economical on memory 

Y Manual makes no attempt lo teach you Pascal 

Hisoft Forth 

£19.95'Hi30ft.OSZ5718181 

Forifj IS ijn unusu&l language, somewhere ttetwean assorrdjfer 
and G. This is one of the few compifers avaiiabie for the PCW. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Comes wiih a Forth editor 

A Ouick and eHicient implementation 

▼ Manual doesn't teach you Forth 

The Yicar 

£49 -tensyst' 071-607 5844 

A programmfr}g tool for serious programmers. Ifyoutievea 

several' hundred line program held in severaf fifes on a disc, 
you can ios0 track of which variables are used where. The 
VICAR produces a concordance listing and Other diagnostics, 
to help you find bugs and maintain the program. 
PLUSES ^MINUSES 

A Easy to use but still flexible trough use of options 
A AmsErad versions all at a spectat low pnc9 
A Good manuaF 

▼ Only ot value on large programs 

Y Limitad value lo most PCW users (except BASIC buts) 

Modula 2 

£43.00 •Hisoft -0525 718181 

A compiler. Moduia-2 is the successor to Pascal good for 
large programs requiring separate comptlation. complete witty 
text editor. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Full implementation with extensions. 
A Includes tibraries ol predelined modules 
A WordStar type screen editor included 

▼ Compilation process is longwinded arKJ not for beglrv^rs 

tBASIC 

£45,00 • Digital Researcli • 0635 35304 

The original Basic compiler from Digital Research, and stilt 

one of the Oe$t for anyono wanting to produce COM fifes wfth-^ 

out at}andonir}g their investment in Basic. 

PLUSES' MINUSES 

A Easier programming tool Itian conventional interpreter 

A Very similar to Mallard BasiCi so easy to learn 

▼ No text editor - you need to buy a programmer's editor 
such as ED80i or the public domam VD025 

Y Programs don't necassarNy work faster ihan they wou3d in 
conventional Basic, sometimes slower 



All You Ever ... 

£24.95 'CP Software '0993 823463 



Program is ridiculousty entWed All You Ever Wanted To Knew 
About Graphics, the Universe and Everything on the PCW 
8256/8512 but were Alraid to Asft. it's tor the experiencsd 
programmer wbo needs fast, smoothly tlowing and profession- 
at it>ohing graphics output, it has a library of machine code 
routines which you can use in any language from Mallard 
Basic to machine code. 
PLUSES > MINUSES 

A Vqu c^n produce professional standard graphics 
A Demo programs included on [he disc 
A Roulines are very wicts ranging 
A Excellenl value for inoney 
A New raytines of latest version concerned wild printer 
control 

▼ Nol recorn mended (or beginners 

▼ Cumbersome to use Irom Basic 

Pascal/MT 

£45 Digital Research 063553499 

A lull implementation ol ISO standard DPS/7t&5 Pascal with a 

numtier of extremely poweduf additions. Is very good for 

targe complex applications both data processing and 

system control. 

PLUSES* MINUSES 

A A very powerful tool for the serious soltware writer 

A Unlimited program sliza wHh modular development and use 

of overlays 
A Built in assembler 

A Improved string handling (over standard Pascal) 
A Choice of BCD real numbers lor commercial/linanciai use 

▼ No built in le3<t editor 

▼ Compiler in general and Ihe manual in particular are not for 
beginners 

▼ NograpiliCS 

DevPac 80 MKII 

£49.95 Hisoft 0525718181 

Version 2 of ihe PC vv hacker's first Choice of development 
system. Substantially upgraded from the original with a new 
quite powerful debugger, and a Mini Otficetstyle main 
menu from which to run the individoaf utilities or your own 
finished programs. 
PLUSES ' MINUSES 

A Powerful assembler producing REL or COM flies 
A Good hex facility for Basic programmers 

▼ TeKl editor antiquated and clumsy 
Y Weak monitor 



Maxam II 

£49.95 (£69.35 incl. C) • Arnor • 0733 68909 

CP/M machine code d^vefopment system irycorporating an 
editor, assembler and monitor ft will allow you to disassemble 
any of the memory banks includirjg extra memory on M drive. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Very versatile assembly languagie programming 

environment 
A Flexible monrtor capable ol bank switchng, conditional 

breakpoints and symbolic debugging 
A Tailored to meet all CP/M Plus programming requirements 
A PTogram can! cope with some undocameniad Z80 

instructions 
A Program assumes basic familiarity with itie zao assembly 



NEXT .M N J H 



S, GRAPHlf.^ a 
inunlh lifter thai will ever WORD PRWESSORS, 
4(:(;()i:\TS,' PAVRdll,, ITIiny mid DTP solt- 
uan, and the mnnlh un«r ihar it's back lu this 
iNonlhM lopifs. 

Our intention is In kttp ijublishims Ihe three pun* 
of Ihe <i>ii<le in rotation, npditting it eath niunlh In 
incfudt' all new pnidui.'l.s, IF yuu uiHild like tii see 
(ithtr settiiiiis of the jiuide, biiek issues of KIHK) Plii.s 
are available at £1.75 Kich. 
Meiinwhile. if vdu arr awara of anv si;>nir!eant omk- 
sioos nrtrror!! in the Pitf as puhliiihed, pkasi kl «s 
know. We intend to maintain it as THK autharita- 
live guide to PCW suftwarc. 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



WORD PROCESSING 



Pretext (Full Version) 39.95 

Locoscript 2 .21.95 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell .....31.95 

.VS A(J. LffCO fmmiKTS AftF. FOK LOCOSCRIPT 2 ONLY. 
PL±M>h. SPECin WhICH few WHEN ORDEHINO 

Locospell. 18.95 

Locomail. 28.95 

Locofile 28.95 

LocoMail and Lotofile 44.95 

3" Thesaurus (for Locofile) 11.95 

LocoFontl .18.95 

LocoFont n 13.95 

9 Pin Printer drivers disc 21.95 

24 Pin Printer drivers disc 21.95 

Supertype 2 (font program) 12.95 

TaswordSOOO 17.95 

Taspell 8(K)0 1 1 .95 

Tasprint (extra fonts)..... 10,95 

Masterille 8000 34.95 

LocoFile (stale which PCW) 28.95 

Ai Last Plus 29.95 

Comix Card Index (PCW 8>... 25,95 

Comix Card Index (PCW 9) 25.95 

Minerva First Base 25.95 

Foreign Languafies. bv Knsnjos 

French Mistres.s 15.95 

German Master 1 5.95 

Spanish Tutor 15.95 

Italian Tutor 15.95 

Typing Tutors, bv lansvst 

Cra.sh Cour.se (lor novicL-s) 19,95 

Two Finger Conversion .....19,95 

Cmah Cimrie h uim^lat Ihf mm^^e fvpiit. anii ItaflKi "t'ttFrecl" 

typw^fmm ttrfauisrt- THtfHfl^frs i\ for matitr e,iprrifrKrii kfyhaard 

mtn, and j^rmiutith' tmlxeK vwu iulff using all of ymr fiugen on tht 

'rijiht ktyi! 



BUS[Ni:SS/FINAN(IAL 



Comix Simple Accounts II 55,95 

Comix Invoicing 45.95 

Comix Job Estimator 59.95 

Comix Product Costing 59.95 

/■'«// spei'ifii'tiuniiS art' avaiUihis upon request for aii 
Ciirnix pmduas. 

DG Payroll (by Digila) 29,95 

DG Payroll Plus 59.95 

NH: BOTH fAYROlI. PKOGFtAMS REQUIRE SSIimn. 
NOT S256 

Money Manager Plus 32,95 

Money Manager PCW 39,95 

Personal Tax Planner 19.95 

Stockmarket (Share Analysis) 32.95 

Supercalc 2 39.95 



D.T.P./ GRAPHICS 



Desktop Pubiisher 19.95 

Desktop Publisher with 

AMX mouse..... ..59.95 

Stop Press .........34.95 

Stop Press with AMX mouse 69.95 

Micro Design 2 54.95 

Micro Design 2 with AMX mouse ...89.95 

Masterscan 54,95 

Masterscan and Ma.sterpainl 59,95 

Masterpack with AMX mouse 99,95 

Masterican is for S256 and SSI2 only. Ii is a good value 

scanner for tli^illsin}^ hold black & white fine drawings. 

Ffease catt/or advirc before ordering 

AMX mouse plus interface 49.95 

MINI OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL 

The original and bug free version of the 
best-selling PCW program. Contains Word 

Processor. Database. Spreadsheet, 

Presentation Graphics and Communication 

modules, re-written manual plus a copy of 

John Hughes "All In One,,," book, 

RRP £39.95 OUR PRICE £25.95 



MJC SPECIAL 
PROTEXT 

Full version of this fast word- processor 

including Spell Checker 

and very comprehensive 

Mail Merge features. 

FOR ALL PCWs. 



RRP £59.95 



OUR I*R1CE £.19.95 



DO I MATRIX PRIN I KKS 



Ail (if the folUnvin^ prmter:^ arc .utpplied with fht: 

neces.uiry calf le for lite *^512. 8256 atid 8512 owners witt 

need an interface, such as the CPS8256 available at 

£59.95. and the table will tiien Ac supplied to fit this. 

Flea.ve a.iti about imr On-site Warranty. 

a Pin Printer;, 

Citi/xn 120-D 139.95 

Panasonic KXP- 1 08 1 159.95 

Star LC- 10 Mark 1 179.95 

Star LC-10 Mark 2 (quicker).. 199.95 

;24 Pin Printer;; 

Please fail for advice and availabitlty before ordering 

StarLC24-10 259,95 

Panasonic KXP-1 124 299,95 

Citizen Swift 24 .WJ,95 



PROGRAiVIMrNG 



,4morC Compik-r 39,95 

Hisoft C Compiler ...39.95 

Nevada Cobol 39.95 

Hisoft Pascal 80 39.95 

Hisoft Devpac 80 V2 39,95 

Maxamll ...39,95 

Hisoft Forth 18.95 



(.AMES 



Bridge Player 2150 24,95 

Classic Collection 1 (not 9512} 11,95 

Classic Collection 2 (not 9512)... 1 1.95 

Classic Games 4 , 15.95 

Clock Chess '89 15.95 

Colossus Chess 4 11.95 

Complete Home Em. Centre 15.95 

Head Coach v3 13.95 

Jinxter 19,95 

Lancelot 15.95 

Scapegho.st 1 5.95 

Tomahawk 15.95 

Trivial Pursuit „ .15.95 

World of Soccer 13.95 



BOOKS 



All In One Mini Office.. 1L95 

Mallard Basic 9.95 

Program Your PCW 7.95 

Programming the Z80 19.95 

PCW Machine Code 13.95 

Pretext: A PCW Users Guide 9.95 



CONSUMABLES 



Amsoit L.rZS 



.13.00 



.12.00 



10 for 23.95 5 for........ 

Maxell CF2's 

10 for 21.95 5 for 

PCW 8256/8512 RIBBONS 

Standard 14m Fabric Each 3.95 

two 7.00 

Higher qua,lity/density fabric. 4.95 

PCW 9512 RIBBONS 

Amstrad brand Film Multistrike .....3,95 

Box of 12. 42.00 

Unbranded continuous fabric 2,95 

U.S. h'ahrie rilthoiii Ai nui giw us souif K^fmJ tfinilityasflUairbm 

riWwnj eveti H'Af n tie^'.hitt us they tire emlitimia n?// Itist a iot longer. 

Refonimemldlftii ilrafi rooiw w m-lviiie m-mij. 



MISCELLAN^:OUS 



PCW 8256/85 12 Dust Cover Set 9.95 

PCW 9512 Dust Cover Set 10.95 

9512 + Sheetfeeder Cover Set 12.95 

PCW Six XX Printer extension lead 1 1,95 

PCW 95 12 Printer extension lead 12.95 

1000 Fan-fold address labels ..7,95 

3" Disc Head Cleaner 6,95 

PCW 9512 Daisywheels: All at £5.95 

choose from: 



Courier (10) 
Script (12) 
Recta (10) 
Letter Gothic (10/12) 



Orator (10) 

Prestige Elite (12) 

Thesis (Prop) 

Mini Gothic (15) 



nAHi.lAVCACD 


^^^ 



All prices INCLUDE VAT, postage and packaging 
Overseas orders welcome - please write for prices 

MJC SUPPLIES (PLS) 

40a QUEEN STREET, HITCHIN, HERTS, SG4 9TS. 

Tei: (04621 432897 / 420847 / 421415 for Enquiries/Credit orders 
CALLERS WELCOME Mon to Fri 9.30 - 5.00. Sat 10.00 - 4.00 






THE LATEST AND GREATEST PRODUCTS AT THE BEST POSSIBLE PRICES! 




Supis^ 



vaW® 



^gaO^e 







rtUlantbool^*''^ 



^ord-pwc' 



.ess«n90PS2^^ 



■85^2, 




®..e logo ^V* pride 



ExceWeti 



it value* 



HOT LINE 0458 74011 



»AP«** 





© "..saOOOPtus-ssate. 
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cetess' 
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8000 PLUS COLLECTIOH 

• The ultimate tips book [or the Arrstracj 
PCW. Collected Irom issue l to ihe present 
day it covers every laoet o( PCW use. 



Descriptior 



Book Only 



Price Order No 



Book and Disc 






8602 



asa 



o 



HOME ENTERTAINMENT 
CENTRE 

Ci-lS • A bnlliani compilation consisting of 
Backgammon, Darts. Dominoes. Video 
Card Arcade and Wordscaraii. 



SAVE ee 

Description Price Order No 

HomeEfitCen £13.99 8611 



YOUR FRIENDLY AMSTRAO 

PiHP • Word processing on Ihe Amslrad 
PCWB256/8612. Includes a 12 session 
LocoScript 1 course and 12 HELP pages. 



FREE PACK OF 20 DISC LABELS 

Description Price Order No 



YourF.Amsttrad £9.9S 8612 



o 



LEARNING TO LOVE 
YOUR AMSTRAD 

PHP • Includes sessions on Wort 
processing, LocoSpell^Mail. For ail users 
ot Locoscript 2. 



FREE MCK OF HiOHLIQHTER PENS 

Description Price Order No 

L.T.L.Y.Amstrad £10.95 6613 



© 



RASCAL SAVE CI 3 

HiSofi • Generally accepted as the ne>:l 

step up from 6ASIC, Pascal will produce Description 

faster code lor you to pep up the PCW, Pascal 



Price Order No 
£26.95 6614 




AMS SOL DISC BOX 

Protect your 3" discs In this smart, loclsaOle 
IxK. Slepped base (or easy selection. 
Made in high Impact resilient plastic. 



SAVE UP TO CIO 

Description Price Order No 



One Disc Box £10.95 
Two Disc Boxes £19iO 



80922 



CRACKER 2 

Paperbacl< SAvare • The most powedul of 
spreadsheets. Creaie complex graphs, bar 

charts etc with this Buyers Guide wrinmr. 



SAVE C20 

Description 



Cracker 2 



Price 



£29.95 




8000 PLUS BINDER 

Buy a gold-embossed binder and watch 
your collection of 8000 Plus grovK inio the 
definitive library of PCW informalion. 



Description 
One Binder 
Two Binders 



Price 



Order No 
8081 

OnJer No 



E4.95 
£9.00 



6004 

8076 



8000 PLUS T-SHIRT 

■ ■ The tmly terrific American Royal Blue T- 
shirt with the honour of carrying the 8000 
Plus logo on the left breast. 



o 



Description 

Med T-SI)irt 
Large T-ShIrt 



Price Order No 



£4.95 
£4.95 



6071 
6072 



® 



LOCOFtLE 8256/8512 

The pop-up database for LocoScript 2, 
LocoFile provides Ihe classic easy-to-use 



FREE LOCOSCRIPT 2 
WALLCHART & T-SHIRT 

Description Price Order No 

LocofileSOOO's £29.95 8044B 



® 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

Database • Word processor, database, 
spreadsheet, graphics and communications 
in this integrated pacliage. Complete with 
"The All in One Business Computing" book. 



SAVE C1 3 AND f REE PACK 
OF HIGHLIGHTER PENS 



® 



SPORTING TRIANGLES 

CDS • 12 action packed sports to choose 
from: Soccer, Cricltet, Rugby, Goif, Tennis, 
Boxing, Athletics. USA sports, etc. 



Description 


Price 


Order No 


Mini Oflice Pro! 


£26.95 


8610 


SAVE C6 

Description 


Price 


Order No 



Sporting Triangles£13.99 6615 




TV spo^* 



ctiartenge. 





8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 

Name Description 




Price 


Order No 


\ 


Address 




■ 




1 








1 










\ 


Postcode 








M 


Ptione numtier 








iSp IVIetliod of payment (please cin;le) Please nr 


lake all cheques payable 


TOTAL ORDER 






P^ Access • Visa • 


Uheque ■ PO to Future Publishing Limited 


• For overseas 
1 SEND THIS F 


orders call Kelly lor ( 


rtceson »5ST4l)t1 


^0 Credit Card No 




OHM TO: 8000 Ptus, Future Publishing 








Ltd f-reeoost 


Qnmart/in C/imAircAl TA11 7DQ 


Expiry date 












.-_„ 
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Amazing Bargains on ait 
HiSoft PCW Software 

Do you want to use your PCW for Ihings other than word 
processing? Want to learn more about how computers work? 
How about writing your own computer programs? HiSoft has 
a wide range of easy-to-use, yet very powerful computer 
ianguages at some very special summer prices that siiouid 
suit most people's tastes and pockets! , 

O»vi»ac80 Version a is a complete assembly language '' 

development system with a macro assembler, full screen 
editor and front pane! debugger/disassembler • all completely 
Integrated to make learning and using Z80 assembler as easy 
as possible. A very powerful system used by many software 
houses. Complete with extensive, ring-bound manual and 
tutorial. 

HiSoft C is a great way of learning thepopular C language. 
Integer only for speed and compactness, HiSoft C is a 
standard Implementation of C, complete with an extensive 
manual and a GSX graphics package. 

HiSoft Pascaiaoprovides a simple, integrated environmeal 
packed full of all the features you would expect from this| 
structured language: variant records, pointers, arrays, sets. 
files of any type, CASE, REPEAT, WHILE, IF... THEN, ..ELSE 
statements etc, etc. Complete with GSX graphics and many 
example programs, A very fast compiler producing compact 
and extremely speedy code . 

FTL UodulB'Z isaneasy way of learning this new language 
which is very popular in schools and universities. Complete 
with a standard compiler, linker, assembler, editor and the 
sourcecode to all the libraries, FTL Moduia-2 is superb value«^^ 
for-money =^ 

ZBASIC is a CP/lvi1 BASIC compiler, broadly compatible 
with Microsoft BASIC. Although not totally compatible with 
Mallard BASIC (no Jetsam filing or graphics capabilities), 
ZBASIC offers you the chance to increase, dramatically, thei 
execution speed of your BASIC programs. 

Nevada COBOL has a strong following in schools and 

colleges where it is used to supplement many courses on the 
COBOL language. Close to the ANSI-74 standard (no indexed 
sequential filing), Nevada COBOL provides an excellent way 
of learning this useful businees language. 

And now something everyone will find useful, one day! 

Knifo Plus is a complete disk recovery system comprising 
a sector copier and a full disk editor. Often the simple use of 
the sector copier is all you need to recover a damaged disk 
but the editor is there for a more thorough investigation if 
required. An essential tool if you have ever experienced those | 
dreaded disk error messages under Locoscript or CP/M. 



send me Ihe foltcwing (or my Amslrad CPC/PCW ('CP/M Plus onfy): 
prices incktije Pi Pand VAr 



HiSoft Pascaiao @JE«^ £29.00 

HiSoft DevpacSO @i»frgS £29.00 

HiSoft C integer compiler @i4*^ £29.00 

Nevada COBOL @^i»^ £29.00 

ZBASIC interactive compiler @i£9r5S £49.00 

FTL Modula-2 compiler/editor @S^*^' £39.00 

FTL Editor Toolkit ©JSSS:^* £19.00 

FTL Advanced Prog Tooikit @i3&rg5' £19.00 

Knife Plus disk recovery ©iUftSS' £15.00 

HiSott FORTH compiler @ilift5? £12.00 




! woiW like to p ay by: D Access D Visa □ CtequaTO 
CrMlitCardNo: 



High Quality Software 



H Expiry Date:L 



Signature: 



To qualify for these very special prices, you nnust use tfie above order form and 
ensure that your order readies us by 31 August 1990. 



Postscript 

Welcume to the listening pages in which you have your say. 

Your letters continue to arrive at the office in their lorry-loads with 
topics ranging as widely as ever. This month we're discussing 
cordless 'phones, castrated rams and chain letters, to name hut a few. 
Please feel free to contribuie to these pages at any time. As you can 
see, we're prepared to talk about almost anything; if it's PCW-relaied, 
all the better! So if you've got any opinions or are simply in need 
of a spot of advice, drop us a line and we"ll try and help. The address 
is SOOO Plus, Postscript, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath BAl 2XF. 



Making the grade 



Your upgrade feature in ihe K0()() Pius 
April issue was ejicelleni and h enabled 
me to memory upgrade my Amsirad 82.'»6. 

I purchased the memory upgrade 
from Silieon City, and did altempi to do 
the upgrade following iheir instruciions 
because they appeared lo dismantle less of 
the 8256 than your instructions. 

However things wen; not going too 
well and my practice chip was getting 
quite legless by now. It was then thai I 
turned to your iniitnictions, which I found 
easy to follow (even if 1 had to dismantle 
more parts of the 82,^6) and 1 never looked 
back. When at the end 1 saw on the disc 
management screen the enclosed printout, 
I thought who's worried about the Poll Tax 
when you can get result.s like this? I am 
retired (aged 67 years) and the K256 is a 
means of amusing myself in my old age. 

Perhaps I will now look at the 
drive upgrade; in the meantime, thanks 
for your help. 

R Mac Isaac Norwich 

8000 Plus: Thanks for your tetter. 

Mr Maeisaac. 



A fool's fool 



Well, don't be too down-hearted. Here is 
one prize April Fool who appreciated Ihe 
joke and got some fun out of it. It iloes us 

tgood to be stcKxl on our heads occas!t)nal!y 
and be made to see the world through a 
mirror as it really is! However, there was 
one consolation lor me - 1 committed my 
folly on the lOih of April, which in my 
school -boy days would have made you the 
April Fool! 

But why deprive all your less adven- 

tuiious readers of the stanling outcome of 

your little trick'.' Can we have a readable 

(ha! ha!) screenshot of the resultant disc 

management screen which has received 

the treatment? 

One last thing. Surely your 
quality journal has earned the merit of 
being recognised as a 'magaiiine', rather 
than being relegated to something 
called a 'mag'. 

Jim Cooke 
Stourbridge 



8000 Plus: Wc'tt give you tAO weeks to 
su>p say ill a iliiiigs tit;e that: in itie 
iiieaiitime , somebody tals£ this man out 
for a drink! 

Manual dexterity (part 1) 

Derek Chatterton ('Raw Deal' Postscript, 
May) has got it the wrong way round. 
Virtually every version of dBASE II .sold 
in the UK has come with a different 
manual - none of them as good as Wayne 
Ratliff's 'original'. When Mario de Pace 
wrote 'Working with dBASE 11" six 
years ago. he helped many people to gel 
over the limitations of the existing dBASE 
II manuals. 

At long last, someone has recognised 
the superiority of his t>ook and based a 
dBASE II manual on it. 1 am sure Mr de 
Pace will be amused by the back-handetl 
compliment implied by Derek Chatterton 's 
letter, but perhaps a word of apology for 
the unintentional libel might be in order! 

,1ohn Hudson 
Huddmfield 

8000 Plus: Imteed. Mr Huilsoii. Mr 
Chanciion s aiimiyiince is slitl imtler- 
siuiitlMc: effectively, lie's forked intt 
nearly ten pounds on a book that he 
already has in the form of the dBASE It 
manual. Instead of merely .mpplying a 
photocopied version of the hook with the 
.\ofiware. an arrangement like the 
Database (Mini Office) and John Huiihes 
I At! in One Personal Compiiiinxl package 
miglit have proved tes.s misleading. 

Manual dexterity (part 2) 

Your correspondent Derek Chatterton feels 
he's been ripped off by Mario de Pace on 
finding that de Pace's book 'Working with 
dBASE ir is a copy of the dBASE 11 man- 
ual he received wiih Ihe package 
(Postscript May 90 (. In faei. it's the other 
way round. I bought dBASE II in 1988 and 
it was then marketed by First Software. 
Tliere was a combined Tutorial and 
Reference Manual supplied with it of 
which 1 found the Reference part the most 
useful, the Tutorial being largely US 
biased, with alumni, ;^ip codes, etc. 1 pur- 
chased de Pace's hook and found it very 
helpful in getting to grips wiih the software 



and in having a more familiar British 
flavour to its examples. 

I .seem to recall reading some months 
ago that another company was now 
marketing dBASE U for CP/M micros, and 
ii would appear that they have ditched the 
Tuiorial and Reference Manual and 
bundled it with de Pace's book instead, 
overall probably a good move. Since 
■Working with dBASE 11' was published in 
1984, it is not surprising that it makes no 
mention of it doubling as the manual too. 

1 can understand Derek Chatterton 's , 
annoyance at shelling out £9.9,'i for some-' 
thing he already has, but 1 shouldn't think 
it plea-ses Mario de Pace either to know 
that he is suspected of perpetrating a con. 

If Derek Chatterton is interested, I 
have a spare copy of a book on more 
advanced dBASE II methods which he 
can have for a Fiver plus postage. 

Jim Ormerod \ 
Rossendale 

8000 Plus: Thanks for your tetters of 
enlightenment, both. Unfortunately, I can't 
put>Ush your 'phone number Mr Ormerod. 
but if the inf crested party can contact us, 
we'll be only too pleased to pass it on. 

Official word 

The debate about the relative merits of the 
various word processors available lo PCW 
owners is a fascinating one. 

It seems to me that a word processing 
program for an 8 bit computer cannot 
possibly be as powerful as one for a IK^, 
Either the program will be too slow or 
there will be fewer features than a PC 
word-processing program. 

This therefore is the choice facing 
designers of PCW word processing 
programs. 

It is a well-known fact that many, 
if not most, users of word processors, 
never use a lot of the features that are 
available lo them in the programs they 
use. On the other hand, most people would 
agree that speed in scrolling, block move;:- 
ments, llnd and exchange etc, are of the 
utmost importance. Slowness greatly 
diminishes the pleasure and usefulness of 
word processing. 

This is why 1 believe that LocoScripi 
2, despite (or perhaps t>ecause of) its huge 
list of features, does not make the most of 
the PCW computer. Locomotive, in trying 
to supply every feature together with total 
user-friendliness, have sadly lost sight of 
the absolute necessity of speed. Protext, 
being much faster is a belter bet. but being 
less user-friendly might not be suitable for 
newcomers to word processing. 

The word processing module of Mini 
Office Professional is not really a highly 
rated program, but despite being a smaller 
package than the aforementioned two, has 
all the features that the majority would 
need (not to mention one or two not 
found in the other two packages). Its 
speed, however, is excepiionally good and 
this makes it the most appropriate package 
to use in the PCW. 
Thank you for your help in this matter. 
1 Cliisnall 
Bolton 
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Abacus 



Abacus Software, 
1 1 Woodcote Drive, 
Orpington, Kent BR6 SDB 

PropiietoT JD Charlton 



ClieqiKS iicrcptrd. Td: OdK« .162'"): 



SuperMatha: For Amstrad PCW's. PCs and compalibles. User friendly, 
packagi^: multiplication (including tables), division, addition and 
RuhtTactioQ - cliolce of difficulty - ages 5 upwards. Stores shown, 
success rewarded. Mr-ij\CTICE and liiSf (tinicdj. WORKSMIiET prodiicps 
workshccls on printer vvilh choice ol styles, separate answers. Can 
provide hours of fun Improving numeracy skills in home or 
classroom. £16.95, 

MarkSheet: Everything you need to enter. vaUdate, edit and store 
Marks heels by class. Icrrn. and year wtth case. Can be tailored to your 
sehnols requiremenls. Prinls neal summary vvllh pupil and form 
averafics on A4 paper, £45, Site lUenee available. Send for free 
catalogue for further details of the above and other programs. 



RECYCLED PAPERS 



O QUALITY COMPUTER PAPER MADE FROM PRINTED WASTE « 

i 65 gsm 11x9.5 2000 sheets £18.50 inc. VAT & P/P g 
S 70 gsm A4 m/perf 2000 sheets £27.70 " ^ 

a 80gsm A4 s/sheets 2000 sheets £20.00 " g> 

° Suppliers of recycled paper to CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
B for MICRO DESIGN II manual 



EARTHWRITE 

The North's only specialist supplier 
99 CARLISLE STREET EAST 
SHEFFIELD S4 7QN 
TEL: 0742 739123 



CO-OP 
LTD 




mree Incft Software 

2nd Floor, 73 Surbiton Road, 

Kingston upon Thames, KTl 2HG, 



3 INCH THESAURUS I «14,95 

fleoufSS KWSiV2 or PCW95 12and Loeoflle 

Over 12,000 Index words accessing a 7B0k Locofile datafile designed 
occording to Roget's scheme. 

LOCOFILE PCW 8256/8512 or PCW9512 (state which) £28.95 

PCW95 12 Rescue Kit £9.95 

Allows □ PCW9512 user to copy files to a disc wtiicti con be read on o 
PCWe256 

LocoUoll and LocoFile programs and datafiles designed to suit you - send 
(ull written details o( your needs for a (ree quotation, ^^^^ 

B^^ Access and Visa orders telephone 081 546 2 754 ^^^ 



PUT THAT MANUAL 
DOWN- 

AND LISTEN! 

/fyou want to master a new computer or 
program, but don't have time to waste or 
money to bum, a fieettime Audio-disc training 
course will teach you in a fraction of the time. 
Just switch on your computer and play the tapes - 
your tutor will talk you through the course in a 
series of easy-to-follow exercises. 
Learn at your own speed on your own computer - 
and take as much time as you needl 



AMSTRAD COURSES 

Ams!radCPCei2a £29.95 

PC W 95 r?- Loco ? C29. 95 

PCVI/ e256-Loa> I [29.9S 

PCW e2i6-Loco 2 C29.S5 

CPMConpuUng £29.95 

Sinclair PC200 S£9,as 

Amslrad 1640 EM, 35 

Asreltadimo Extended C49.9S 

Amstrad PPC Porlabtn SZa. 95 

Ansusi PC2W0 £49. 95 

Svpefcak: 3 (S4i £29.95 

WordstHf Express £29,35 



Supeicalc fCPC s PCW) tPiSS 
GENERAL COURSES 
IBM pa AT Extended «g.S6 

Deslaop Pi/Nishing £4995 

Wordstar Prol 3.3 £29.35 

dBase 2 £SS95 

Timswark$ Pui^isher £29.9S 

Acorn BKC OS i DTP f&IMi*;) C49. 95 



Ventura Ptiblssber V2 

Word Periect S 

Wordstar 5/5.5 

SupercatcS 

Mini Olfice Protesskmal 



C49.95 
£49.95 
£49.95 
£49.35 
£2995 




AH courses available by return. All prices include 

P+P but exclude VAT Send your cheque to: 

Headline Communication L td., 

POBOX22. HereforiHMSUW 

or phon» 060S 603623 quof/ng your 
Acccif Of Vilto number. 

437Wb^dd« Lane. Uapporlfly, NcJttm^am, NG3eDH, 




Personal Ancestral File 

is now available for tlie PCW 

Fuli support and expert heip 
is available on all PCW products 

Tel: Bristol Your Friendly Helpline Fax: Bristol 
(02 72) 68232 1 (0272) 745365 

TRACS 

Tony Reese Computer Ser^/tces 

94 Coombe Lone, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol BS9 2AP 

Please serid SAE 



US 




THE MOST SUCCESSFUL MODERN LANGUAGE 
LEARNING AIDS OF ALL TIME 

•THE FRENCH MISTRESS 
•THE GERMAN MASTER 
•THE SPANISH TUTOR 
•THE ITALIAN TUTOR 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR AMSTRAD PCW 8256/851 2 

Oesigr\ed to satisfy the language learning needs of 

• School children studying 0-level. CSE and GCSE 

• Beginners and night class students 

• Business men and women 

• Holiday travellers 

• Foreign students learning English 

Each program includes a comprehensive series of lessons with 
over 2500 items of vocabulary Additional vocabulary such as 
homework, coursework and revision material can all be very easily 
keyed in, edited and saved on disc or cassette for future use 

For PCW 8256/851 2 3" DiscC19.95 

For CPC 464, 664, 61 28 3" Disc £19.95 

For CPC 464. 664 Tvi^in Cassettes £16,95 

To oriler piMsa stats FRENCH, GEflMAN. SPANISH or ITALIAN and 
anclDSt a «hequ«/postal order at quote your ACCESS numbar. ^^^^^^ 
All pricas includa VAT and postage, ^K^^^l 

Plaase lemambBr to tall us which type of compular you hava. ^^^J 

KOSMOS SOFTWARE LIMITED Tal; 05255 3942/5406 

FREE PO ST { N o sta m p needed ) (Talaphona orders walcoma) 

DUNSTABLE. Beds. LU5 6BR ah niders dtsiiilchtil um* d(y 
1 Pilgrims Close. Harlington, DunslablQ LUS 6LX 



S0OO Plus: I agree, Miiti Office's word 
processur is iertainly a good one and it's 
word count facility only consolidates the 
advantage it has over some of its rivals. 
It's easily the most resilient module in the 
suite of five which make up ike Mini 
Office whole. Unfortunately, the less suc- 
cessful reputations of the others means 
that it is often not taken as seriously as it 
should he. Its irritating habit of crashing 
unexpectedly at the most inopportune 
moments doesn't do it any favours either. 

Mission impossible 

t own an Anistrad PCW 8256. filled with 
extra memory, an external 5.25 inch disc 
drive and an RS232 interface. 

Can you tell tne if there is any 
method of connecting the Amstrad to my 
professional video equipement. The idea 
is that 1 would like to create itimple 
captions on the PCW and then transfer 
them across and record on video tape. 

David Bytheway 
Stirling.'! hire 



1 




^^/HAT I WAMTep... " 

SJWO Pbxsi Theoretically, at least, any 
computer should he able to perform ,imh 
a task. As far as we are aware, however, 
the hardware required to make your PCW 
do it doesn't, as yet. exist. 

Yesterday's news 

Question: Issue no. 43 of 8000 Plus, dated 
April 1990, carries a New Star Software 
advertisement on the back page with a 
Celebratory Offer which "applies uniil 
September 30th 1989". Discuss. 

Alun Rees 
Haverfordwest, Dyfed 

8600 Plus: Crikey: you'd better get a 
move on. 

Locoscript - PC to PCW 

I write this with something of a feeling of 
euphoria, since after four years of owning 
a PCW 8256 I have at long last summoned 
up the courage to try to expand it. With 



the admirable assistance of the article at 
page 45 of the April issue of your equally 
admirable magazine, I have today fitted a 
256K memory expansion kit, and it 
worked. This letter, which is being typed 
in LocoScript 2, will be the first document 
on the expanded machine to be spell 
checked using the full facilities of the 
LocoSpell Large Dictionary, and I can 
hardly wait to get my hands on some of 
the other goodies now available to the 
extra scope of memory. 

As one with no previous computer 
experience, who bought the PCW purely 
as a word processor, I now find myself 
with the help of your magazine, reaching 
heights of computer literacy previously 
undreamed of. The law office, which com- 
mands my attention from nine to five on 
week days has recently standardised on 
Word Perfect on a network of PCs, and 1 
find myself the only professional member 
of staff equippted with my own machine. 
With the aid of Touch 'n' Go, I also find 
that I am nearly as good a typist as most of 
the typing pool. Not bad at fifty five! 

I find that I do miss Uie old reliable 
(and familiar) LocoScript, though, and 
wonder whether, if 1 add LocoScript PC to 
my office machine, and a three and a half 
inch disc to my PCW, I will be able to 
interchange files between the two. Any 
comments?Keep up the good work. 

James Leckie 
Langport, Somerset 

SOOO Plus: Because there isn't, as far as 
we know at the moment, any way of 
mi.xing PC and PCW J J inch formats, the 
best way of transferring your data is to 
attach a 5.25 inch drive to the PCW and 
use a PC with a native 5.25 iru:k drive in 
the office. 

Alternatively, the most mobile 
solution to the problem is to buy an 
AgendA: you will be able to transfer PC 
files onto the electronic organiser and 
.tend them, in turn, to the PCW (providing 
you use Ascii files at both ends). An added 
advantage of doing it this way is that you 
don't lo,<:e the u,te of your PCW's B: drive 
(attaching a 5.25 inch drive to the 
machine would automatically disable it.) 
It won't prove that much more expensive 
than buying a 525 inch drive either 

BACK UP - feed back 

You and your staff will be pleased to learn 
that when the accounts for this company 
were audited last month after the first for- 
mal year of trading (actually only lOW 
months) we managed a turnover of 
£12,136, which after consumables, 
postage, administration costs and purchase 
of initial equipment resulted in £9, 1 19 
being paid into the Charities Aid 
Foundation account. My target for a full 
year was originally £IO,[X)0 profit for the 
charities and this certainly will be 
exceeded. 

Some of this has alieady been sent to 
BACUP and other charities such as the 
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis Association 
and as soon as the tax paid by the 
Company has been recouped into that 
Covenant account, we will be making fur- 



ther payments to the charities. You 
may like to pass this onto the readers of 
8000 Plus. 

Dave Smith 
Dave's Disk Doctor Service Ltd 

8000 Plus: Thanks for your letter, Dave. 
Other readers might like to know that 
Dave's Disk Doctor Service offers 
prompt salvation to those of you who 
lose important data due to corrupted 
discs. Send the offending disc, along 
with a self-addressed padded envelope to 
Dave Smith, 41 Tutsham Way, Paddock 
Wood, Kent TN12 6UA (telephone 0H92 ^ 
835974). All proceeds go to the cancer 
research association, BACUP. or to the 
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis Association. 



Driving tests 



It's a cracker! 



I would like to compliment you on 
the quality of your magazine. I am 
finding your tutorial on Masterfile 
8000 very useful. I wonder whether you 
are planning a similar series on the 
Cracker 2 Turbo. 1 have found the 
manual supplied deficient in many parts. " 
I have failed to find any publication that 
deals with this program. I would 
appreciate any assistance or advice you 
can offer. 

Ashley Hood ' 
Mid Glamorgan 



[ have an upgraded PCW 8256, with 
memory upgrade to 8512 and have just 
fitted a 3,5 inch second drive, purchased 
after your review of (be one supplied by 
Compact Micros. The drive was easy to 
fit and works fine, but I have a small 
problem. How do you copy a disc in 
drive A? 1 use mostly LocoScript 
programs. The disc copy facility tells tne 
to insert source disc in drive B which of 
course I cannot do as it only takes 3.5 
inch discs. 

Following a reader's comment in 
your November issue, 1 can fool the 
PCW into thinking the second drive does 
not exist by inserting a disc into drive B 
during start-up of LocoScript, and then 
copy the disc in drive A. However, I can- 
not then use drive B without rebooting. 
Is there any way I can alter die Loco- 
Script program so that drive A can be 
used to copy in the normal way for an 
8256, while still retaining the facilities of 
the second drive? 

Johi) Bence 
Leicester 



8000 Plus: The first thing to note here is 
that CP/M's DISCKIT facility treats the 
second iJ inch drive as a normal B: 
drive. Constquently, you should be able 
to copy your A: drive disc straight to the 
3 J inch disc in the second drive in 
exactly the same way as you would to a 
second internal drive. 

Alternatively, copy the files on the 
A: drive di.u- onto drive M: using PIP, 
and then PIP them onto drive B, It \ '>? 

couldn't he simpler. 
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8000 Plus; If anyone else is interested in 
■a Craiker tutarial series. please write in 
and let us hiow; we wilt be only too 
pleased to consider rii/wiiig one if the 
response is great enough. 

Science report 

Thank you for continuing m produce a 

helpful, informalive magazine for 
'■PCW users. 

I am a secondary school science 
leacher and am interested in hearing of 
any applications to which the PCW has 
" been put in school laboratory experi 
'ments or demonstrations. 

1 would also like to ohtain a copy of 
a crossword making program that will run 
on the PCW, 

Can anyone help me? 

Russel Nimmo 
Hertfordshire 



8000 Plus: We doit'l know of any fully 
fledged eommereiai software other than 
e seienee-hased educational 
'programs of the type reviewed occasion- 
aity in the maf^iiiine. Have a read of our 
round-up of PCW educalioiml sofnvare in 
the Feftruary 89 issue iissue 29, page 
10). In last April's issue, however, we 
published a letter I Calling all teachers) 
in which a PCW-owning Enf;lish teacher, 
John Ravenscroft from Lincolnshire, was 
hoping to get in touch with a like-minded 
hunch of teaching professionals, 
interested in finding new ways of 
increasing classroom productivity using 
the PCW. He may well be able to put you 
in touch with someone who can help. I'm 
afraid I can't publish his phone number, 
but wilt pass it on to you if you write in. 
We don't know of a commercial 
crossword program for the PCW either: 
can anyone else out there help'/ 

Circular problem 

I am writing this letter for two reasons. 

Firstly, your April article on 
upgrading the 825 6 's memory was 
excellent and inspired me to order the 
chips from Silicon City (whose service 
was first class by the way) and have a 
bash at fiiting them myself. 1 succeeded 
within 45 minutes and am now the proud 
owner of a PCW 85 12 with single disc 
drivel Who knows 1 may try fitting a 
, second disc drive in the near future 
(pennies permitting!!) 

The second reason for writing is, 
alas, not so pleasing. 

On April 1 2th. 1 received the 
enclosed chain letter which for some 
reason started ringing distant bells in my 
head. The typeface looked familiar for a 
start - and so did the wording. 
' After delving into old copies of 8000 
/ Plus, I came across an article on page 5 of 
the February 198y issue abut a similar let- 
ter which had been doing the rounds and 
had been sent in by a reader. 

Your advice then was to 'take it to 
the local paper recycler's' which 1 would 
have done, but I felt that since 14 months 
had elapsed since that issue, you might 
like to consider repeating your advice 



once agam. 

h would appear that the sender of the 
letter that 1 received also got my name and 
address from your classified ads since I 
advertised a program 1 had written in the 
ads last year, 

1 know I can trust you to take 'good 
care' of the letter - maybe you could send 
it on to Esther Rant/en for investigation 
then we can add 'That's Life' to the 
PCW's television appearances! 

[an MufTet Rotherhatn 
South Yorkshire 

8000 Plus: Nice tliought, Mr M. I'm 
afraid alt I can do is reiterate the advice 
of my predecessor: I can assure you 
that yoiir's is now nesding comfortably 
at the bottom of the office waste paper 
basket. Shoidd anyone else receive a 
chain letter and feel remotely uncomfort- 
able ahout destroying it, send it in to us: 
we'll do it for you. 

Sticky liey syndrome 

I was reading the May edition of 80O0 
Plus and I came across the sub-heading 
'Sticking Keys' when I read about Mrs 
Williamson, ! just had to write. The article 
said her keys on her four year old machine 
were startng to stick. I had the same prob- 
lem, so 1 went out and got some electrical 
lubricant. 1 only know of two sons: these 
are WD40 and Ambersil Amberlubc 436A 
but the later is hard to gel hold of. I got 
mine by accident; the engineer who came 
to sort it out left it behind. It works a 
treat, jusi spray it down the side of each 
key and then give it time to penetrate each 
one (about 15 to 20 minutes - maybe 
longer depending on the seriousness of the 
problem). 1 hope Mrs Williamson gets 
satisfaction with this method, 

John Sunderland 
Nelson, Lancashire 

8000 Plus: Thanks for taking the time to 
write in, John. 



Pigs and pins 



1 was interested to read, in the May edi- 
tion, your news item on OASIS, 
(Organisation Against Sexism in 
Software), a noble cau.se with which 1 
wholeheartedly agree. 1 was therefore, 
shocked 10 read the rather blaiani innuendo 
to male "pins' contained in Tim Smith's 
article on 5.25 inch disc drives on page 1 1 . 
I sincerely hope thai the June issue of 
8000 Plus will avoid .such em harassing 
references to my 9512. 
Apart from this though, to d:aie, 8000 Plus 
has been very helpful and one of the few 
monthly expenses which becomes a vital 
reference work, so I can't agree with Mr 
Henley's opinions. 
Keep up the good work, 

Philip Taylor 
Cheshire 

8000 Plus: Indeed yes, the purpose 
which drives Sandra Vogel and Oasis is 
laudable and I have nothing to offer but 
suppttrt. As for the comment about male 
pins, this was actually a dig at the elec- 



tronics genius who came up with terms 
male and female connectors. Even if this 
was not the case, I feet that as.'iuming any 
se.Kist content to a .sentence which ,'said " 
males, it seems, always tiave their pins 
sticking oia" is pushing a point. The 
emphasis was on the "it seems" part of the 
sentence rattier ilian tlie pins. It's not as if 
I said "Alt males think with their pins."TS 

Hung up on the line 

Great magazine, been reading it since it 
caine out: truly wondrous, benchmark of 
its kind ... (enough of this grovelling). Eto 
you think you or a reader could help solve 
a slightly irritating problem'? 

As well as an 8000 PCW owner, I 
own a Dixon's cordless phone which up 
until about six months ago co-existed 
quite happily, i was able to sit on my 
-Swinging chair, call up LocoFile. look up 
a number and ring them up and then 
wander around yuppie-like while making 
a call. However, now the computer 
interferes with the phone. It just will not 
work - no dialling tone when calling out 
and no reply when answering. All 1 get 
on both occasions is what 1 can only 
describe as white noise. The phone 
recently went in for an unrelated repair 
but no improvement. 

Has anybody out there got any ideas 
on how to resume my yuppie imperson- 
ation? And plea.se don't advise me to get a 
Golf GTI and drink Aqua Libra, 

Thanks a lot and all the best, 

Antony McAvoy 
Sanderstead Surrey 

8000 Plus: Seeing as your PCW and 
cordless 'phone existed in a state of pet' 
feet yuppie equilihrium for six months, it 
seems unlikely that the PCW is to blame 
for your current state of incommunicado. 
Afar more likely culprit is something else 
in the immediate surroundings istill quite 
unlikely) or the phone itself (very likely). 
,A fellow Pliisser here in the office informs 
me cordless 'phtmes "go through the bat- 
teries like nob<}dy's business." Are you 
sure there's nothing equally simple afoot? 
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THURSTON-FRANCES 
ACADEMY 

LOCOSCRIPT 

CORRESPONDENCE 

COURSE 

• WORK AT YOUR OWN PACE 

• STRUCTURED MODULES 

• WORKING DISCSAND PERIPHERALS 

• ON-GOING ASSESSMENTS 

• PERSONAL PHONE LINK TUTOR 

Pay As You Learn - £49 for Module 1 and, without obligation, 
4 subsequent modules at £12.50 each. 

LEADING TO A CERTIFICATE OF PROFICIENCY 

For details and prospectus apply to: 

Thurston-Frances Academy 

Administrative Office 

32, High Street, Budleigh Satterton 

Devon EX9 6LQ 

Telephone 0395 46482 
Facsimile 0395 277496 
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LANGUAGE LEARNING SOFTWARE 

Written by Professionals 




BUSINESS FRENCH £49.95 

BUSINESS GERMAN £49.95 

BUSINESS SPANISH £49.95 

BUSINESS ITALIAN £49,95 



DONTBE 
LEFT 
BEHIND... 
THE SINGLE 
MARKET IS 
HERE NOW 



"A very impressive package" Electrical Contractor 
"A real aid to learning the language...good value and 

fun to use" APCW 

'These packages have a polished and professional 

feel... very classy indeed" 8000 Plus 



French for Travellers £15.96 

German for Travellers £15.95 

Spanish for Travellers £15.95 

Italian for Travellers £15.95 

Commercial French £15.95 

Commercial German £15,95 

Commercial Spanish £15.95 

Commercial Italian £15.95 



Secretarial French £15.95 

Secretanal German £15.95 

Secretarial Spanish £15,95 

Secretarial Kalian £15.95 

Technical French ,...£15.95 

Technical German £15.95 

Technical Spanish £15.95 

Technical Italian £15.95 



Other educational programs also available - please enquire. 

NOTE: PC versions of the above software are 

now available on 3 1/2" and 5 1/4" disc. 



HOW TO ORDER: 
Send cheque or telepKone giving credit card details 



Apex Computins Services Ltd., Dulte House, 
33 Waterioo Street, Hove, Sussex, 8N3 IAN 

Tel: (0273) 727477 
p^ Fax: (0273) 207912 

C=>^ 9ani - Spin Hon • Sat 

All prices include VAT, P&P. Overseas orders welcome. 

Member of Federation of Sussex Industries 

and Chamber of Commerce 
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Successful projects, reports, courses, 

meetings and presentations can be 

yours witli Brainstorm 

• It's an ideas organiser 

• It enhances and encourages your thinl^ing and creativity 

• (1 lets you build and rearrange maps of your thoughts 

■ It's so fast, it never innpedes your creative flow 

• It's quick to learn and is genuinely easy to use 

■ It's a tried and tested product with thousands of users 

• It comes with a full tutorial and reference manual 
It's sold and supported by the experts ■ its authors 



■g-c- 



Please send me: 
I I I Amstrad PCW disk- only 
■ I — I Brainstorm- t enclose £29.99 

I The manual is on disk in tsoth 

' LocoScript and ASCII text formats, 

I 

I I I Further information 

I My name is 

I My address is 



£29.99 

all inclusive 



.Tel 



^=1^ I 
I 

(Please malce your clneque out to Brainstorm Software. ■ 

Our address is: FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middx., HA4 8BR. I 

I ( Our Ijll address is 13 Courtlands Close, Ruislip, Middi., HA4 SAX Tel: 069i 677845), I 



r- Competition 




COMPETITION 

Find five AgendA-related words in the word square 
- and the £195 micro- writer can be yours - for free! 




'Kb nuraili's hunipcr pri?i;s: Ihrcc AgcndAs lad\ minli 1 1 'JS i anti toniplelc wdh 
dedicatal tabling for PCW tile Irjnsfcns are wailiaj to he won 



There's nothing more frustrating than 
being siutk on ;i long train journey in 
tlie certain knowledge tliut you could be 
accomplishing a whole lot more if only 
you had your PC'W plugged in in from 
of you raring U) go. Just ihink how 
much more effectively you eould be 
using yciur lime if you had your very 
own portable computer- roughly die 
size and weight of a stuffed wallet - 
into which you could type your letters, 
appointments or even, articles, for later 
editing or priming out on your PCW. 

The AgentlA electronic organiser 
(wonh £195 and reviewed in our 
February issuel is one machine thai can 
translate this vision of computing on the 
move into hard reality. And ii can be 
yours for nothing. All you have to do is 
cast your eyes over the word square 
below and pick out the .six AgendA- 
relaled words or terms. 

The best news is yet to come, 
however, for Micro Writer Systems, 
instead of supplying us with just one 
AgendA, have kindly donated three, 
each one coming packaged witli its own 
detlicated cabling for AgendA / PCW 
data transfers. 

So. all you roving reporters get 
spotting: answcr.s on the back of a post- 
card please, to 80O0 Plus, AgendA 
Competition. Beau ford Court. .10 
Monmouth Si reel. Bath BAl 2XI-. no 
later than } I st June. 
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April winners 



Our congratulations go lo Robin Biurows-Eltis from Ipswich, fas Pilkington from 

Chorley in Lancashire and Mrs Valerie Bain from RAF Gaton who correctly 

completed our April word circle to form KEli'BO.\RD, Copies of 

HTB's PCWDraw wilt ^oon be in the post lo them. 



Next month 

At last - the bare fax 

No more false stans; this time it's for 
real. Next month, we will be giving 
Amstrad's new fax machine the KtMK) 
Plus once-over and working out just 
what it means for the outward-bound, 
all-communicating PCW owner. Keep 
il here lor ihe latest news. 

Double your drive 

Are you interested in adding a second 
3 inch drive to your PCW 9512-.' 
Now's your chance to cut out all that 
iiTitating disc swapping and get 
straight lo the hean of your new 
l,412K machine. Follow our step by 
step fully-illustrated guide; you can't 
go wrong. 

Let your fingers do 
the walking 

Or rather - your keyboard. It looks 
like Ihe good old yellow pages have 
Hiially decided to move with the 
limes as they vamp up their image 
and go on-line. So, if you want to 
learn how you can get your PCW to 
llnii out who does what, when - and 
for how much - nationwide, read 
.-Andrew Bihby's latest repon direct 
irom British Telecom. 

Name of the prose 

K(HK) Plus journeys into deepest 
Cornwall to talk to Gill Kingstand. 
head of the completely PCW- powered 
company Norn de Plume, which 
produces creative writing courses for 
budding authors. Not only does this 
company write all its course material 
on the PCW. its nest of KOOOs also 
takes care of this regular advertiser's 
daily, humdrum admin. Want to learri 
more'.' Well don'l miss next month's 
star interview. 

Final Masterclass 



Next monlh we will be rounding off 
our encmnously popular Masterfile 
WfKK) tutorial series with two pages of 
liinis. tips and things you always 
wanted to know about one of the 
fCW's favourite databases but were 
afraid to ask. All Masterfiie devotees 
shouldn't forget, therefore, to tune 
iiiio Dr Ainsley's surgery next month. 



The July i.ssue oi 

8000 PLUS 

u ill be at your local 

newsagents from 

28th June. Book 

your copy nov 







Don't risk losing 
your valuable data 

• Genuine Amsoft 

• Guaranteed Quality and 
Reliability 

• Buy from the UK's 
LARGEST SUPPLIER 



BOX OF 

FIVE 



12 



M 



BOX OF 

TEN 



22^9 
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PCW 

STARTER 

PACKS 



SAVE£££££'S 

PCW 8 SERIES - DELUXE 
STARTER PACK 

ID I AMSOFT CF2 3' DISKS - 1 I AMS MIT 
DISK STORAGE BOX • 2M0 SHEETS LISTING 
PAPEB ■ U 3 PIECE DUST COVER SET ■ 3 1 
AMSTRAO CARBON PRINTER RIBSOMS ' 1 1 
CLEARHEAD 3' DRIVE CLEANING KIT 

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY , 
PRICE £1 



^LCHiYrtiu ni > 

.69.96 



PCW 9 SERIES -DELUXE 
STARTER PACK 

10XAMSCFTCF2a' DISKS- 1IAMS30L3* 
DISK STORAGE SOX ■ 1 X 3 PIECE DUST 
COVER SET ■ 3 kAMSTRAD CARBON BLACK 
PftlNTERfilSBON ■ 2 1 AM ST RAD (ENGLISH) 
PFINTWHEELS, CHOOSE FROM LIST 
OPPOSITE ■ TOUR CHOICE ■ 1 1 
CLEARHEAD 3" DRIVE CLEANING KIT 



SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
PRICE E 



59.96 




AMSTRAO PCW 9 SERIES 

PRINTWHEELS 




CHOOSE FROM THESE; 

DIFFERENT PRINTWHEi. 

LETTEfl GOTHIC 10(12 

MINI GOTHIC 15 

ORATOn i: 

- PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

PRESTIGE PICA 10 

RECTA 10 

SCRIPT r; 

; THESIS PS 

COURIER to 



5.95 



fOFlEIGN PfllNTWHEELS 
AVAHJBLE . CALL FQR PRICES 



CLEANING KIT 



CLEARHEAD FOR 3 DRIVES 

• Safer data 
storage 

• Easy to use 

• Prolongs disk 
and drive life 



J.95 



PCW 9 
SERIES 

BLACK 


FABRIC 


CAR BOW 
MULTISTRIKE 


£4^0 


£4.99 


PCW 

9 

SERIES 


BLACK 


£2.99 


BROWN 


£3.99 


BLUE 


£3.99 



tJIINlMUM ORDER - 2 RIBBON ^ IJNL£SS 
ORPEFlf WllH OTHER ITEMS 

QUALITY COMPATIBLES 



PCW 6 
SERIES 
BLACK 


FABRIC 


{;ah&on 
wui-TisTfliHe 


£3.29 


£3.99 


PCW9 
SERIES 


£2.50 


£2.69 



11" x9y:''60gsni ^ AC 

1000 SHEETS £ f avfO 

2000 SHEETS £ ■ 4i95 

(PLEASE ADD C4.00 TCHVAROS OELWEFtT ON 
ORDERSFORPAPERUNLESSYOJORDER 
wm OTHER ITEMS, THEN DELIVERY IS FREE , 



DUST COVERS 1 






3 PIECE 






PCW a 

SERIES 


£8.95 






PCW 9 
SERIES 


£8.95 










AMSCASE 



3" DISK STORAGE 

CASE -HOLDS 

to DISKS £ 



5.95 



AMS SOL STORAGE BOX 



• HtQii Impact resistant, anti^ 
slaEic ptaslic construdion wirti 

inset $nH]ked lid panets. 
t Hinged lid wiih tcey operated 
security lock. 

V Stepped base for oasy disk 
3eE6Clion wjlh a capacity 
lot hfteen 3" disks either 
cased or urrcased. 

• CanaccerrfnodateuplolhirtvS" 
uncased disks. 

V Redesigned throughoui and 
now attractively finished in grey] 

ONLY 



9.95 




PCW SOFTWARE 6 OF THE BEST 



• rs^^r £34^9 






Massive disaxinls onsllPCWBiiftwart Pltasecalllordetails. 



HOURORDIJ 



'iiMiiiJifciiyi,: 



FREE 

DELIVERY 

■(EXCEPT PAPER). ALL GOODS 

USUALLY DESPATCHED SAME DAY 

PLEASE ALLOW E-SOAVS. 



NO QUIBBLE 

GUARANTEE 

IF ANY ITEM PROVESFAULTY WITHIN 12 

MONTHS OF PURCHASE WE WILL 

REPLACE OR REF JND IN FULL 



CUSTOMER 
SUPPORT 

FRIENDLY ADVICE AND ARER 

SALES SUPPORT ■ ANY PROBLEMS 

QUICKLY RESOLVED TO YOUR 

COMPLETE SATISFACTION. 






Compumart 

C0MPUMARTLIMir£D,FflEEP0ST(8!l+|, 

JUBILEE DRIVE, LOUGKBOnOUGK, LEICS LE11 DXS 

TELidSM 610444 Fax:0OT61(l!35 



News From The Software Specialist 



NEW STAR SOFTWARE 



The Ou> Rectory, London Road, Widford, Chelmsford CM2 8TE, Essex. 
Telephone 0245 265017, Fax 0245 263969, Tlx 995143 



New Star Software Catalogue 



'NewStar Catalogue 

[.Autumn 1989 




More products 

Prices shown inc & ex VAT 

Extensive buyers's guide 
information 
Network and multiuser 
pricing 

Feature cross ref charts 
Expanded PCW section 
Business software 
Entertainment software 

FREE 



just ask! 



NewStar Software: Original and best 



Over 3 years of supplying 
software for the PCW user 
makes NewStar probably the 
most experienced company in 
the marketplace. 

We were there from the launch 
of the PCW with any CPM 
software transferred to 3" disk 



Touch'n* Go 

Typing Tutorial 

Can't type? Touch'n'Go will 
change alt this • with a little 
effort, you can achieve mastery 
of the QWERTY keyboard in 
just 24 hours! At the end of the 
course you should reach 
speeds of 40 words per minute, 
with an alphabetic accuracy of 
95%. 

Touch'n'Go £21.70 Q 



Poly System 

A suite of easy to use software 
tools, designed specifically for 
the PCW, which enables the 
user to present information 
attractivelly, show figures as 
graphs or create diagrams. 

Full Poly System £60.83 Q 



on request; and our classic 
CPM applications. Touch 
'n'Go, NeiuWord and Cracker 
are still the best in their 
respective fiel ds. 

Several feature data and skill 
portability to MSDOS (IBM 
PC) systems, so skills learned 
on the PCW can be carried 
forward with no wasted effort. 
□ 



From PCW to PC, 
and back again 

Included in an expanded PCW 
catalogue section, is the latest 
edition of Software 
Technology's versatile 
CSTAM: the simple to use 
serial file transfer utility: 
available with 3" PCW disk, 
3.5" and 5.25 " PC disks. 

Move files between any 
combination of these siy stems 
using the serial connector 
lead supplied. 

□ CSTAM £49.95 

Q PCW Serialinterface 
£59.95 

□ CSTAM and interface ia 
purchased together £99 



More for the PCW 
owner than ever 



By popular demand the PCW 
section has been expanded, 

an d incl u des the compl ete Loco 
selection from File to Font. 

Displajnng ifs usual commit- 
ment to be much more than 
just another sofbvare vendor's 
flog sheet, the New Star 
Software Buyers' Guide and 
Catalogue is available free of 
charge -just call/write for your 
copy. 

There are 64 pages describing 
a complete range of IBM PC 
(and compatible) software, 
plus an expanded section 
covering the best of the PCW 
software. 

Accounts, wordprocessing, 
database and graphics are all 
covered. 

Check and see if your local 
software stockist has the New 
Star catalogue available - and 
if not, ask them to get some in, 
but don't delay before getting 
your free copy! □ 



Cracker 2 Turbo 

still the only high res 
graphic spreadsheet 
for PCW users 

The range of features and 
functions in Cracker remains 



NewWord2: 

the classic 
alternative WP for the 
PCW 

Lost in LocoScript? You may 

be surprised to learn that the 
most refined WordStar worka- 
like of them all has been avail- 
able to run on the PCW since 
long before LocoScript was 
dreamed of! 

NewWord2 operates under the 
CPM operating system, and 
uses the universally recog- 
nised codes that allow trans- 
portability of the skill to virtu- 
ally any micro computer - in- 
cluding systems operating 
under CDOS and Unix! What's 
more, the files are directly 
transferrable! 

Q NewWord2 PCW£60 

□ NewWord2with Polyprint 
typeface sets, if purchased 
together £99.95 

□ Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition £39.95 

Q Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition with 
STAMfile transfer utility 
suite £60 

(Return of original master 
disk required with all 
upgrade purchases) 
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All registered iradematks acHnowledgsd. 



unsurpassed for the serious 
spreadsheet user. And don't 
forget, like new Word, Cracker 
users can upgrade to MSDOS 
and CDOS systems, taking all 
data and experience as you go! 
□ Cracker2 £42.61 



PaperBackUp 
Support 

Don't forget that our 
affiliate publishing 

company, PaperBack 
Software UK, operates a 
comprehensive hotline and 
support service on all it's 
published products. 

Extensive support, close 
integration of the facilities 
of UK published 
applications and the easy 
transfer of skill and data to 
other types of computer 
software like Cracker and 
NewWord,. makes 

PaperBack Software the 
logical solution for all UK 
users. 



